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LETTEKS 

From tJie late President Thomas J^ereon^ President James 
Madison, Judge Story, of the U. S. Suprems Court, the 
late Mathew Oa/ret/, Esq., of Philadelphia, and the Hon, 
William A. Graham, Secrda/ry qf the Nam/, to the 
AtUhor, relati/ve to Patd Jones. 

MontieeUo, Fthruary 14, 1835. 
DiAm Sis, 

DariDg my rarideoce in Paris, I wss much acqaainted with Omnlno^ort JMi« 
Panl Jones, whose life you propose to write, and had much to do with .him r yet 'my 
momory is so decayed that from that source I can furnish you nothing wordi a place 
in his history. I believe I cannet better comply miik your rtquest than by sending 
yon mil the papers relating to him in my po s s oaoi on. His letten to m«^ which are 
wuinf, will probably throw some lights, which you may not poasesi, op his occupa- 
tion during that - period. His death happened after I left Paris^ and I presame you 
know that the National Assembly, then atting, ezpreflsed their reepeet for him by 
weariif^ mourning, I shall be glad if what I ftimish may add anything to the 
establishment of that fame which he truly merited. 
Be pleased to accept for yourself the assurance of my great respect, 

^ ' THOMAS JEFFERSON. 



MontpeUer, April 28, 1835. 

Dejlb Sir, 

I have receiyed your letter of the 23d instant, inclosing a copy of your 
prospectus of a biography of John Paul Jonee. The subject you have chosen for 
your pen, gives you an oppomniity of doing justice to an individtud whose heroiem 
will fill a brilliant page in the history of the American Revolution. 

I am sorry it is not in my power to add to the materials you have derived from 
other sources. I must regret, also, thflt my personal acquaintance with Captain 
Jones was so slight and transient, that I ought not to attempt a view of his 
character. His bust, by Houdon, is an exact likeness; pourtraying well the 
characteristic features stamped on the countenance of the original. 

Whenever you may find it convenient to make the visit to Mrs. Madison and 
myself, as recommended by your father and your uncle. Governor John Langdon, 
our welcome of you will be the more cordial, as it will at the same time manifest 
our friendly recollections of both of them. 

With our respects and good wishes, 

JAMES MADISON. 
Col. Johk H. SHEHBinufB, ) 
WaskingUm City. ] 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z OOBBEBPONDBITOB. 

Waakmgtan City, F^truary 17» 1825. 
Dear Sir, 

General La Fayette not having your addres, has sent me the papen herewith 
inclosed, relative to Captain John Paul Jones, requesting them to be delivered to you. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

JOSEPH STORY. 



Letter from the late Mathew Carey, Esq., to the Author, expressing his 
great astonishment and agreeable surprise in reading the ^^Life of 
Paul Jones," whom he always thought to be a freebooter in the 
American Revolution, until reading the documentary history of the 
heroes life. 

Philadelphia, November 25, 1835. 

Mv DEAR Sir, 

I have read with intense intereet your " Life of John Paul Jottee" and it 
must be regarded as a valuable national object, placing, as it does, in strong relief, 
the shining qualities of this hero, not only as a naval commander, but as a profound 
politician. The latter quality appears clearly and distinctly in various parts of his 
correspondence, wherein are developed views of the proper policy of this country, 
which am worthy of the first statesmen that sat in the Congress of 1774 and 1775, 
men never exceeded in the annals of the world for eagacity, patriotiem, and public 
spirit. 

No man has been the subject of more gross and shocking abuse, and none of those 
who have distinguished themeelves in the Revolution were so little known as he has 
been to the nation to whose service he devoted all the energies of his magnanimous 
soul. I confess, for one, I always regarded Pavl Jonee as very few degrees above a 
freebooter, who, in the prospect of plunder, was reckless of his life. I am now 
thoroughly undeceived, and consider him as deserving a conspicuous rank among 
the most illuetrioue of those heroes and statesmen who not only formed a wreath 
around the brow of tins country, but secured her a prouder destiny than ever fell to 
the lot of any other portion of mankind. The lion-like courage of Paul Jonee was 
by no means the first of his qualities. Candor obliges me to eay that the mechanical 
execution of the work is far from being worthy of the subject, which I presume you 
will remedy in a second edition, which, for the honor of the country, I hope will 
meet with encouragement. 

YouiB very truly, &c., 

MATHEW CAREY. 
CoL. JoHir H. Sherburne, 
Register of the Navy Department, 
Washington City. 



'■\ 



Navy Department, March 27, 1851. 
So, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
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infltent* aceomfMnying the steel engcaving of the heed of that model of naval hexoeA, 
John Paul Jone§. 

The aeceflMiioB with which it is embelliBhed an highly appropxiate and instructiYe ; 
and I doubt not the whole pictiue will be esteemed a valuable addition to the woik 
it ifl intended lo aiantrate. 

I am, dr, with high respect. 

Your ob*t servant, 
WILLIAM A. GRAHAM, 

Secretary of tie Navf, 
Col. Jomr H. Sbsbbubhi, ) 
S JsUr Hou§e, New York, ) 
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INTRODUCTION. 



It k in 1ii;d revoliitionB ci empires that truly great men make 
tiiemselves known. In the tranquil scenes of peace the hnman 
intellect, with little excitement, and withont a grand object, ig 
inert, exhausted in common pmisuits, or wastes itself in placid 
contemplation, or in the pleasm^s of life. When powerM 
sentiments animate the heart, and enlightened views direct ns 
to the attainment of benefits calculated to secure the freedom, 
happiness, and prosperity of the hnman race, the soul expands, 
the mental feiculties assume their natural proportion and 
energy, and, in defiance of the artificial distinctions of society, 
genius and talents, however originally obscure, burst from 
concealment, shine with resplendent lustre, and manifest 
themselves in actions which command the esteem and 
admiration of the world. The history of all nations, ancient 
as well as modem, attests the truth of this assertion; and 
France, in particular, within the last thirty-five years, furmshea 
proof in abundance, that whatever distinctions are created by 
systems of social order, in behalf of birth and fortune, nature 
distributes her favors without r^ard to wealth or rank. 

Of all the political revolutions, the incidents of which are 
recorded in the annals of nations, that of the British American 
Colonies was the most daring and manly. In other instances, 
the poverty of an exchequer, the feebleness of a sovereign or 
ministry, or the derangement of public aflbirs, has been seized 
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upon as affording a ^vorable opportunity for emancipation 
and independence. Bat in that of the British American 
Colonies, the people vindicated their rights, and contended for 
their liberties, when Great Britain was the preponderating 
power of Europe ; when she had men of the first capacity in 
the cabinet, illustrious warriors in the field, a navy whidi 
defied the fleets of all other powers, and pecuniary resources 
over which her treasury had unlimited control. Notwith- 
standing these prodigious advantages, the people of the 
Colonies did not hesitate to remonstrate, to resist encroach- 
ments, and finally to appeal to arms. They did not disguise 
from themselves the fearM odds of such an encounter, but 
relying on the justice of their cause, on the Divine protection, 
and on the intelligence of their community, they firmly 
supported their claims, triimiphed over the formidable arma- 
ments of Great Britain, and established their title to 
unrestricted sovereignty, with a courage and a constancy whidi 
have been acknowledged and applauded in every quarter of 
the globe. 

Hie generous devotion which the pec^le of the colonies 
exhibited in the cause of freedom, attracted the sympathy of 
patriotic and liberal minds in France, in G^ermany, and even 
in Scotland, England, and Ireland, from which the united 
Colonies derived a vast moral fi>rce. Individuals from each of 
those counties resorted to the standard of America, previously, 
as well as subsequently to the declaration of independence. 
The Marquis de la Fayette, the Barons Steuben and De Kalb, 
General Montgomery, and Lord Stiriing, are names familiar to 
the ears of the Fathers of the Bevolution and their descendants. 
To these may be added that of John Paul Jones, whose 
chivalric spirit and undaunted valor, whose active disposition 
and nautical skill were themes of eulogy at the court of 
Versailles, matter of astonishment and jealousy to that of 
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London, and whose reputation and renown spread terror <m 
the seas, and along the shores of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The naval strength of the British Empire being pre-eminent, 
the efforts to be made by America on the ocean, were 
proportionally more difficult and dangerous than those on the 
land, which, nevertheless, were sufficiently arduous. The 
services of John Paul Jones, consequently, were highly 
valuable ; and it will be found, in Uie succeeding i>ages, that 
Congress duly appreciated them. He was an experienced 
navigator, and had an exactness of penetration which enabled 
him, almost instinctively, to discriminate between what was 
merely of doubtful execution, and what was wholly impracti- 
cable. Hence he was generally successful in his enterprises, 
scarcely ever fSsiiling in an undertaking or expedition, unless 
through the jealousy or disobedience of others, or the 
inclemency of the weather. 

The labors of John Paul Jones for the furtherance of the 
American cause, were incessant. Whether in port or at sea, 
he was indefSsitigable. He had a genius prone to adventure, 
and of all the naval commanders of that day, he planned and 
executed, both in America and in Europe, the most annoying 
expeditions against the enemy. Such was his intrepidity that 
he was appalled by no peril, however great, and his presence 
of mind never forsook him, even in the most sudden and 
extraordiuary emergencies. !N'o one was more deeply embued 
with a conviction of the vital consequences of the contest to 
mankind, and no person felt a more honest zeal for its 
successfdl issue. His correspondence evinces that he foresaw 
th^ glorious destinies of the new American nation, even whilst 
it was struggling into existence. He was not in the least 
tainted with the vice of avarice ; and, with him, money was 
uniformly a consideration secondary to the promotion of the 
public welfere. Tenacious of the rights of those under his 
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oommand, and as just as he was generous, he enjoyed the 
friendship and favor of men of probity and honor everywhere. 
He was not merely countenanced, but earessed at the French 
court, and kings, nobles, ministers, and ladies of fashion and 
influence did not hesitate to reward and sustain him for his 
brilliant exertions against the marine of England, and h«r 
commerce. 

The character of John Paul Jones has been much misrepre- 
sented by those who have heretofore undertaken to write his 
life. They have, for the most part, depicted him as a plunderer, 
a pirate, cruel and imprincipled. The venal British press and 
British antipathies have been the source of his defamation. 
The present work, written from authentic documents, will 
redeem his name from the odium hitherto cast upon it. An 
attentive perusal will satisfy the reader that he was a man of 
close observation, of profoimd reflection, and diat his style is 
that of an individual of good ordinary English education, 
which, indeed, is common to the youth of all classes in 
Scotland. His correspondence indicates plain sense, without 
affectation ; and, in some passages, it will be discovered that 
he was not altogether deficient in the sentimental and more 
refined species of writing. His character, in truth, had a cast 
of the romantic in it, which gives to the history of his life a 
most interesting and agreeable complexion. As one of our 
earliest naval heroes, he merits the respect and veneration of 
every citizen of the United States ; and the statesman and 
politician, as well as the officers and seamen of our gallant 
navy, will discover in the incidents of his eventM career, 
illustrations of occurrences in our revolutionary war, wlych 
may enlighten their judgments, and furnish an example 
worthy of imitation. 
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LIFE AND CHARAPTER 

or 

JOHN PAUL JONES. 



John Paul ' Joneb was the son of Mr. John Paul, a respect- 
able gardener. He was bom at Arbigland^ in the parish of 
Eirbean, and stewartry of Kirkcudbright, in the month of July, 
1747, and received the radiments of his education at the paro- 
chial school. The contiguity of his residence to the shore of the 
Solway Firth, inspired him with an early predilection for a sea- 
faring life ; and while yet a mere child, he hoisted his flag on 
board his mimic ship, and issued audible mandates to his 
imaginary officers and crew, with all the consequence of a 
legitimate commander. !N'or was he content with this. As his 
skiU in manceuvring improved, he ventured to criticise the 
nautical knowledge of practical sailors ; and in the eager and 
confident tone with which, from the eminence on which he took 
his station, he thundered forth his orders to the vessels which 
were entering the port at Carse-thom, might be remarked the 
ardent and enterprising mind of one who felt that he was bom 
to future command. 

His partiality to a sailor's life was so determined that his 
friends resolved to indulge it; and accordingly, at the age of 
twelve, he was sent across the Firth to Whitehaven, where he 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JOKEB. 

was bound apprentice to Mr. Younger, a respectable merchant 
in the American trade. His first voyage was made on board 
the Friendship, Captain Benson. His course was steered for 
the Eappahannoc, and before he had completed his thirteenth 
year, he landed on the shores of that country which he was 
destined to adopt as his own. His home, while the ship was in 
port, was the house of an elder brother, who, having married a 
native of Virginia, had previously settled there. Here his early 
prepossessions in fiivor of America were confirmed, and from 
that period it had become the country of his fond election. 

Our adventurer, being at length freed from the trammels of 
apprenticeship, made several voyages to foreign ports, and in 
the year 1773, again went to Virginia to arrange the affairs of 
his brother, who had died there without leaving any family ; 
and about this time, in addition to his original surname, he 
assumed the pat/ronymic of Jones, his father's christian-name 
having been John. This custom, which is of classical authority, 
has long been prevalent in Wales, and in various other coun- 
tries, although it is not practised in that part of the island in 
which he was bom. 

This visit revived and riveted the attachment which young 
Paul Jones had conceived for America ; and in spite of the 
native ardor and restless activity of his mind, he resolved to 
withdraw from the vicissitudes of a sea-faring life, to fiz his 
residence in the country, and to devote the remainder of his 
days to retirement and study. He was little aware of the 
turbulent scenes in which he was soon to perform a part, nor of 
the conspicuous figure he was to make in them. 

The discontents of the colonists had by this time occasioned 
much commotion, and their murmurs became daily deeper and 
more frequent, till at last they broke off all connexion with the 
parent country. Towards the latter part of the year 1775, it 
was determined by Congress to fit out a naval force to assist in 
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the defence of American independence, and an anzions search 
was made for friends to the canse who should be at once able 
and willing to act as officers on board their vessels. It now 
appeared that Jones had, in his romantic schemes of tranqnil 
enjoyment, falsely estimated the natural bent of his genius. 
With deep interest he had watched the progress of those 
political ev^its which were to decide the fate of his adopted 
country ; and, when an open resistance was made to the domi- 
nion of Britain, he could no longer remain an inactive spectator. 
Having only just completed his twenty-eighth year, he was full 
of bodily vigor and of mental energy, and he conceived that his 
nautical skill wotdd qualify him to be a distinguished assertor 
of the rights of the colonists. He was appointed, on the 22d of 
December, 1775, first lieutenant of the Alfred, and on board 
that vessel, before Philadelphia, he hoisted the flag of 
independent America with his own hands, the first time it waa 
ever displayed.* 

The following resolution, taken firom the Journals of Congress, 
verifies the fact of his having been one among the first of those 
who were selected to vindicate the rights of the coxmtry at sea : 

In Conorbss, 22d Dec. 1Y75. 

Besolvtd^ That the following naval officers be appointed : 

Ezek. Hopkins, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the fleet 

Dudley Saltonstall, Captain of the Alfred. 

Abraluun Whipple, ^ Columbus. 

Nicholas Biddle, ^ Andrew Doria. 

John B. Hopkins, « Cabot 

\8t LieutenantSj-^ohn Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, ~^ Stansbuiy, 
Hersted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher. 

2d Lieutenantt, — ^Benjamin Seabuiy, Joseph Obey, Elisha Wamer^ 
Thomas Weaver, — ^ McDougaUL 

* The account of Jonetithas far, has been taken from the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, 
and as the author learned from the late Mr. Lowden, the nephew of Jonee. waa 
written from the lipa of BCr. Lowden'a mother for that work by Dr. Duncan, of 
Dnmfriea, Scotlaod. 
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Bd Lieutenanti, — John Fanning, Ezekiel Burrougha, Daniel Yaughan. 
.Resolved, That the pay of the oommander-in-chief of the fleet be one 
hundred and twenty-five doUan per month. 

Some time was necessary to the equipment of the fleet, but 
the subjoined extract of a letter written bj lient. Jones to the 
Hon. Mr. Hewes, then an influential member of Congress from 
North Carolina, demonstrates that the newlj appointed officers 
were not idle. They received their commissions the latter part 
of December, 1775, and on the 17th of the succeeding February 
they put to sea : 

" When I undertook to wHte you an account of our proceedings in the 
fleet, I did not imagine that I should have been so stinted in point of time : 
I owed you a much earlier account ; but since our arrival here, the repairs 
and business of the ship have required my "constant attention. I will 
endeavor to be more punctual hereafter ; in the meanwhile, hope you will 
excuse this omission till 1 can account for it personally. I pass over what 
was prior to our arrival at the Capes of Delaware — where we were met 
by the Hornet sloop, and Wasp schooner, from Maryland. 

^ On the I'/th of February, the fleet put to sea with a snuirt northeast 
wind. In the night of the 19th (the gale having increased), we lost 
company with the Hornet and Fly, tender. We steered to the southward, 
without seeing a single sail or meeting with anything remarkable, till the 
1st of March, when we anchored at Abaco, one of the Bahama Islands, 
having previously brought to a couple of New Providence sloops to take 
pilots out of them. By these people we were informed that there was a 
large quantity of powder, with a number of cannon, in the two forts of 
Kew Providence. In consequence of this intelligence the marines and 
landsmen, to the number of 300 and upwards, under the command of 
Captain Nicholas, were embarked in the two sloops. It was determined 
that they should keep below deck until the sloops were got in close to the 
fort, and they were then to land instantly and take possession before the 
island could be alarmed. This, however, was rendered abortive, as the 
forts fired an alarm on the approach of our fleet We then ran in, and 
anchored at a snudl key three leagues to windward of the town, and from 
thence the Conunodore despatched the marines, with the sloop Providence 
imd schooner Wasp to cover their landing. They landed without opposi- 
tion, and soon took possession of the eastern garrison, which, after firii^ a 
few shot, the islanders abandoned. The next morning the marines marched 
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for the toTvii, and were met by a mesBenger from the goveraor, who told 
Captain Nicholas, that ' the western garrison (Fort Naasau) was ready for 
his reception, and that he might march his force in as soon as he plei^ed.' 
This was effected without firing a gun on our side — ^but the governor had 
sent off 150 barrels of powder the night before. Enclosed you have an 
inventory of the cannon^ stores, <kc^ which we brought off in the fleet 
We continued at New Providence till the lYth ult, and then brought off 
the governor and two more gentlemen prisoners. Our course was now 
directed back for the continent, and, after meeting with much bad weather, 
on the 5th inst, off Block Island, we took the Hawke schooner, of six 
guns, one of Capt Wallace's tenders, and the bomb brig Bolton, of eight 
guns and two howitzers. The next morning we fell in with the Glasgow 
man-of-war, and a hot engagement ensued, the particulars of which I 
cannot communicate better than by extracting the minutes which I entered 
on the Alfred's log-book. I have the pleasure of assuring you that the 
commander-in-chief is respected through the fleet, and I verily believe 
that the officers and men, in general, would go any length to execute his 
orders." 

The Bame letter contains Bome excellent observations on the 
courtesy which ought to prevail among the officers of the navy. 
Lieutenant Jones remarks : — 

^ It is certainly for the interest of the service that a cordial interchange 
of dvilities should subsist between superior and inferior officers ; and, 
therefore, it is bad policy m superiors to behave towards their inferiors 
indiscriminately, as though they were of a lower species. Men of liberal 
minds, who have been long accustomed to command, can ill brook being 
thus set at nought by others who pretend to claim the monopoly of 
sense. The rude, ungentle treatment which they experience, creates such 
heartburnings as are nowise consonant with that cheerful ardor and spirit 
which ought ever to be the characteristic of an officer ; and, therefore, 
whoever thinks himself hearty in the service, is widely mistaken when he 
adopts such a hne of conduct in order to prove it, for to be well obeyed, 
it is necessary to be esteemed." 

He then adds : — 

" The fleet having been reinforced with two hundred men lent from the 
army, is now in condition for another enterprise, and we expect to embrace 
the first wind for Bhode Island, where I hope we shall meet with better 
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success, as we understand that the Scarborough is now there. It is 
proposed to dean the ships at Providence, Rhode Island, so that our 
detention there will admit of a return of letters from Philadelphia." 

The annexed is the memorandum of the engagement with 
the Glasgow, referred to in a preceding extract. 

'^At 2 A.M. cleared ship for action. At half past two, the Cabot^ 
being between us and the enemy, began to engage, and soon after we did 
the same. At the third glass the enemy bore away, and, by crowding 
sail, at length got a considerable way ahead, made signals for the rest of 
the English fleet at Rhode Island to come to her assistance, and steered 
directly for the harbor. The Commodore then thought it imprudent to 
risk our prises, <kc by pursuing farther ; therefore, to prevent our being 
decoyed into their hands, at half past six made the signal to leave off 
chase and haul by the wind to join our prizes. The Cabot was disabled 
at the second broadside. The captain being dangerously wounded, the 
master and several men killed. The enemy's whole fire was then directed 
at us, and an unlucky shot having carried away our wheel-block and 
ropes, the ship broached to, and gave the enemy an opportunity of raking 
us with several broadsides before we were again in condition to steer the 
ship and return the fire. In the action we received several shot under 
water, which made the ship very leaky; we had besides the mainmast 
shot through, and the upper works and rigging very considerably 
damaged ; yet it is surprising that we only lost tiie second Heutenant of 
marines and four men, one of whom (Martin^ GiUingwater), a midshipmaUi 
prisoner, who was in the cockpit, and had been taken in the bomb brig 
Bolton yesterday ; we had no more than three men dangerously and four 
slightly wounded." 

Notwithstanding the success of the enterprise against If ew 
Providence, and the alacrity expressed in the letter of lieut. 
Jones, of the 14th of April, 1776, for a new expedition, the 
squadron was not in a condition to pnt to sea again imm^ 
diately. The seamen were afflicted with sickness, after their 
return to the continent. Kearly a month had elapsed before 
the Andrew Doria and Cabot could be prepared for another 
cruize, which they were to undertake in company, for four 
weeks, fix>m Bhode Island. The Alfred and Columbus could 
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not be fully maimed for want of men. It became necessary to 
enlist seamen, and this was difficult, as numbers of them had 
been enrolled for the army. In a letter from Lieut. Jones to 
the Honorable Mr. Hewes, dated at New York, the 19th of 
May, 1776, he represents that ^' the seamen, almost to a man, 
had entered into the army before the fleet was set on foot ; and I 
am well informed that there are four or five thousand seamen 
now in the land service.'^ This clas^ of persons, always 
amongst the most patriotic, had been thrown out of employment 
at the commencement of general hostilities with Great Britain, 
and promptly resorted to the standard of their country under 
General Washington, until arrangements could be made by 
Congress for giving more scope to their energies on the element 
to which they had been accustomed. 

The difficulty of procuring seamen was not the only one 
which the infant American navy had to encounter. The 
unfortunate engagement with the Glasgow produced consi- 
derable dissatisfaction, and occasioned un&vorable reflections 
to be cast on the officers of the fleet. Although the behavior 
of Lieut. Jones was not particularly called in question, he 
evidently felt very sensibly the severity of the common 
animadversions, as every man of spirit and honor necessarily 
would have felt in a similar situation. Writing on this topic to 
the Honorable Mr. Hewes, he remarked that his " feelings as 
an individual were hurt by the censures that had been indiscri- 
minately thrown out. My station," he observes, "confined 
me to the Alfired's lower gun-deck, where I commanded during 
the action ; yet, though the commander's letter, which has 
been published, says, ' all the officers in the Alfred behaved 
well,' still the public blames me among others for not taking 
the enemy. But a little consideration will place the matter in 
a true light; for no officer, under a superior, who does not 
stand charged, by that superior, for cowardice or misconduct, 
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can be blamed on any occasion whatever." He wrote to Mr. 
Hewes, '^ I wish a general inqnirj might be made respecting 
the abilities of officers in all stations, and then the countiy 
would not be cheated." Whilst it must be admitted that the 
expression of these sentiments does credit to Lieut. Jones, it may 
be noted that the dissatisfaction manifested by the public at the 
failure of our squadron to capture the Glasgow, was, perhaps, 
nothing more than the effect of that disappointment, which, in 
every community, is experienced on the want of success in any 
combat, military or naval. Victory, whether the result of 
skill or accident, is sure to be applauded, whilst discomfiture or 
defeat, let it proceed from what cause it may, is uniformly 
regarded with coldness, if not with condemnation. Lieut 
Jones, being a subordinate officer, and having no imputation 
cast upon him by the Commodore, was in no manner respon- 
sible for the operations of the squadron, and, under all the 
circumstances incident to the action with the Glasgow, her 
escape is to be ascribed more to the necessitjTof preserving the 
young colonial navy for future and greater services than to any 
want of capacity or >valor in the officel^. Two Courts Martial 
were held on board the Alfred. The consequence of the second 
one, as far as it affected Lieut. Jones, was an order for him to 
take command of the sloop Providence, on the 10th of May, 
1776. Li this armed vessel he arrived at New York, on the 
18th of that month, after a passage of thirty-six hours from 
Bhode Island, with a return of upwards of one hundred men, 
besides officers, which General Washington had lent to the fleet 
at New London. At New York he applied himself to the 
shipping of mariners. 

The navy of America had just been brought into existence. 
Bank, and relative duties, both superior and inferior, were 
to be established ; and these are not, in the freshness of any 
instituti<m, easily regulated. Naval and military officers are 
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jxisQj tenacious of their rights in this respect The possession 
of these rights constitutes their reward for past exertion, and 
the hope of obtaining and exercising them is an excitement to 
farther efforts. Until precise lines of distinction conld be 
drawn, nntil the newly appointed officers conld be habituated 
to urbanity in command, and submission in obedience, so 
essential to the maintenance of order and harmony, something 
of an acrimonious temper would creep in to impair the force of 
authority, and weaken the ties of social and official intercourse. 
At the beginning of the revolution Congress were obliged to 
act with much wisdom and address in this particular, in reladba 
to the station and advancement of officers in the army as well 
as in^the navy. In the former, the controlling influence and 
equity of Greneral Washington smothered and concilisfted many 
unpleasant differences. In the navy there was no individual 
of such unrivalled ascendancy. Not but that all were willing 
to %ht for their country ; but rank is an affair of personal 
honor, in which every one believes himself bound to sustain • 
his claims. lieut. Jones had an aspiring mind, which impelled 
him to seek promotion as a means of signalizing himself. His 
opinion of the qualifications requisite in a naval commander, 
however, was not extravagant, and evinces nothing of an arbi- 
trary disposition. Writing to the Honorable Mr. Hewes, he 
teUs him, ^^ in my opinion, a commander in the navy ought to 
be a man of strong and well connected sense, with a tolerable 
education, a gentieman as well as a seaman, both in theory and 
practice : for want of learning, and rude, ungentie mannem 
are by no means characteristic of an officer." There is ni> 
officer of the navy of the present day, it is presumed, who wiU 
not concur in the propriety of this delineation of what is 
required in an accomplished naval commander. 

Lieut. Jones had been offered the command of ihe Fly, at 
Beedy Island, in the Delaware, previously to the sailing of the 

a 
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expedition against the Bahamas, but declined it, considering 
her only as a paltry message boat, suitable for a midshipman. 
The command was then given to the lieutenant of the Cabot ; 
and upon this circumstance was founded a claim to priority 
unfavorable to Jones. The naval service, moreover, began to 
attract attention, and new applicants presented themselves for 
appointment. To the Honorable Mr. Hewes, Lieut. Jones 
unbosomed himself on this delicate subject. ^' There is little 
confidence to be placed in reports," said he in his letter of the 
19th of May, 1776, to that gentleman, ^^ otherwise the 
lieutenants of the fleet might have reason to be uneasy when 
they are told that the several committees have orders to appoint 
all the officers for the new ships, except only the captains. I 
cannot think that they will be so &r overlooked, who have at 
first stept forth, and shown at least a willingness : nor can I 
suppose that my own conduct in the service will, in the esteem 
of the Congress, subject me to be superseded in &vor of a 
younger officer, especially one who is said not to understand 
navigation." He then adverts to the profiered command of 
the Fly, and his refusal of it, and proceeds, — " On my 
appointment to the Providence I was indeed astonished to find 
my seniority questioned. The Commodore told me he must 
refer to the Congress. I have received no new commission. I 
wish the matter in dispute may be first cleared up. I will 
cheerfully abide by whatever you think is right. At the same 
time I am ready to have my pretensions inquired into by men 
who are judges. When I applied for a lieutenancy, I hoped, 
in that rank, to gain much useful knowledge from those of 
more experience than myself. I was, however, mistaken : for, 
instead of gaining information, I was obliged to inform others. 
I formed an exercise, and trained the men so well to the use of 
the great guns in the Alfred, that they went through the 
motions of broadsides and rounds as exactly as soldiers generally 
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perform the manual exercise.'^ This can Bcarcelj be called 
egotism. lieut. Jones was unsupported by family connexions 
in this countiy, and had to rely on his own merit and the 
disinterested patronage of members of Congress, and other 
eminent patriots, for promotion. It was, therefore, but simple 
justice to himself, whilst he submitted his pretensions to the 
test of inquiry, to speak of what he had already done of a 
usefiod nature to the service. 

On the 13th of December, 1775, Congress had directed that 
thirteen frigates should be built, which, by a resolution of the 
6th of June, 1776, were denominated the Congress, Randolph, 
Hancock, Washington, Trumbull, Baleigh, Effingham, Mont- 
gomery, Warren, Boston, Virginia, Providence, and Delaware. 
They were ordered to be constructed in different ports of the 
colonies, and Lieut. Jones was anxious to obtain the command 
of one of them. " I should esteem myself happy," said he, in 
a letter to Mr. Hewes, '' in being sent for to Philadelphia, to 
act under the more immediate direction of the Congress, 
especially in one of the new ships. The largest, and I think 
by &r the best, of the frigates was launched the day after I left 
Providence ; but, from what I can learn, neither of them will 
equal the Philadelphia ships." His wishes, it appears, were 
not gratified. He was continued in the command of the 
Providence, which required heaving down, repairing and 
refitting, before she could proceed on another cruize. After 
he had procured as many men as were to be enlisted at New 
York, he was ordered back to Ehode Island for instructions. 

At what precise time Lieut. Jones sailed from thence in search 
of the enemy, is unknown. He was employed for some time 
in escorting vessels from Bhode Island into the sound. He was 
then ordered to Boston, to take under convoy certain vessels 
laden with coal for Philadelphia. According to a letter which 
lie wrote to the Honorable Bobert Morris, dated on board the 
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Providenoe, at eea, on the 4th of September, 1776, it is 
manifest that he had been previonslj to that time, actirelj 
engaged in annoying the British trade, and it is believed that, 
at this time, he acted with unlimited instmctions. That letter 
is remarkable on account of two passages in it ; one of which 
refers to some misfortmie which had deeply afflicted him, but 
which he forbears to explain ; the other to the qualifications of 
the officers of the navy, and the relative rank of officers in the 
land and naval service. The former proves that he was a 
person of much sensibility and of correct feeling. The rank 
of the officers in the navy was still unsettled ; and Lieut. 
Jones, fearftd that he might be superseded by his juniors, was 
anxious to remove every pretext for giving to another the 
precedence which he considered as due to himself. This 
motive, it is to be presumed, induced him to write to the 
Honorable Mr. Morris, in the following manner : ^^ I conclude 
that Mr. Hewes has acquainted you with a very great 
misfortune which befel me some years ago, and which brought 
me into Korth America. I am under no concern whatever, 
that this, or any past circmstance of my life, will sink me in 
your opinion. Since human wisdom cannot secure us from 
accidents, it is the greatest e£Ebrt of reason to bear them well." 
This is a judicious and philosophical reflection, and the effiision 
of no ordinary mind. The misfortune of which he speaks 
would not have implicated his moral character, or he would not 
have enjoyed the confidence and friendship of the Honorable 
Mr. Hewes, to whom, as Jones informed Mr. Morris, the 
particulars were known. 

On the other topic, concerning the capacity and relative 
rank of officers, Lieut. Jones displayed a laudable zeal for the 
improvement of the navy. His plan of a previous examination 
of officers is now actually in practice with the investigation 
of the proficiency of young midshipmen, which annually takes 
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place. TbiB passage of his letter to Mr. Morris is brief and to 
the purpose : — 

^ As the r^ulations of the navj," he says, ^aie of the utmost 
oonsequence, jou will not think it presumption, il^ with the utmost 
difBdeoce, I yenture to communicate to you such hints as, in my 
judgment) will promote its honor and good government. I could heartily 
wish that eveiy commission officer was to be previously examined ; for, to 
my certain knowledge, there are persons who have already crept into 
oommission without abilities or fit qualification : I am myself &r from 
desiring to be excused. From experience in ours, as well as from my 
fi>rmer intimacy with many officers of note in the British navy, I am 
convinced that the parity of rank between sea and land or marine officers, 
is of more consequence to the harmony of the seiVice, than has generally 
been imagined. In the British establishment, an admiral ranks with a 
general, a vice-admiral with a lieutenantrgeneral, a rear-admiral with a 
majorgeneral, a commodore with a brigadier-general, a captain with a 
odonel, a master and commander with a lieutenantrcolonel, a lieutenant 
commanding with a major, and a lieutenant in the navy ranks with a 
captain of horse, foot, or marines. I propose not our enemies as an 
example for our general imitation, yet, as their navy is the best regulated 
of any in the world, we must in some degree imitate them, and ahn at 
sudi farther improvement as may one day make ours vie with, and exceed 
theirs. Were this regulation to take place in our navy it would prevent 
numberless disputes and duellings, which otherwise will be unavoidable.'* 

From the cruize in which he was engaged, on the 4th of 
September, 1776, he returned to Newport, Ehode Island, on 
the 7th of October following, and on the 17th again wrote to 
the Honorable Bobert Morris, who had cordially permitted his 
confidential correspondence. This letter of the 17th of October, 
exhibits the character of Lieut. Jones in so just a light, and in 
a short compass shows his past success, his diligence, his 
sympathy, his liberality, his anxiety for the growth of the 
navy, and ardent wishes to prosecute the war to a speedy and 
triumphant issue, that it is but justice to his memory to insert 
it here entire. 
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** Providence Sloop of War at Newport^ 
Rhode Island, Vlih Oct. 1776. 

''HoNOBKD Sib, 

^ I wrote to you at sea 4tih ult. by the Bngantine Sea Nymph, my 
second prise. I have taken sixteen sail — ^manned and sent in eight 
prizes, and snnk, burnt, or destroyed the rest The list of prizes is as 
follows : 



1. The Bngantine Britannia, whaler, 

2. ^ Brigantine Sea Nymph, West Indies, 

3. " Brigantine Favorite, " 

4. "' Ship Alexander, Newfoundland, 
6. " Brigantine Success, " 

6. '' Brigantine Kingston Packet, Jam., 

7. *' Brigantine Defiance, Jersey, 

8. " Sloop Portland, whaler, 



1. The Ship Adventure, Jersey, 

2. ^ Brigantine Friendship, do., 
8. ^ Schooner John, London, 

4. ^ Schooner Betsey, Jersey. 

5. '^ Schooner Betsey, Hallux. 

6. " Schooner Sea Flower, Canso, 

7. " Schooner Fbenezer, " 

8. " Schooner Hope, Jersey, 



manned and sent in. 



burnt, or otherwise destzoyed. 



'' I have written from time to time to the Marine Board, and furnished 
them with particular accounts of all my proceedings, and I now send 
copies of my former letters. I arrived here 7th inst I would not have 
lost a day without writing to you and to the board, had not the 
commodore proposed to me to take command of an expedition, with the 
Alfred, Providence, and Hampden, to destroy the fishery of Newfoundland, 
but principally to relieve a hundred of our fellow citizens, who are detained 
as prisoners and slaves in the coal pits of Cape Breton. All my humanity 
was awakened, and called up to action by this laudable proposal ; and I 
have been successfidly employed in refitting and getting the Providence 
in readiness, but am under the greatest apprehension that the expedition 
will fall to nothing, as the Alfred is greatly short of men. I found her 
with only about thirty men, and we have with much ado enlisted thirty 
more ; but it seems the privateers entice them away as frist as they receive 
their month's pay. It is to the last d^^ distresdng to contemplate the 
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state and establishment of our navy. The common class of mankind are 
actuated by no nobler principle than that of self-interest ; this, and this 
alone determines all adventurers in privateers ; the ovmers, as well as 
those whom they anploy. And while this is the case, unless the private 
emolument of individuals in our navy is made superior to that in 
privateers, it never can become respectable ; it never will become 
formidable. And without a respectable navy — alas I America ! In the 
present critical situation of affiurs, human wisdom can suggest no more 
than one in&llible expedient : enlist the seamen during pleasure, and give ' 
them all the prizes. What is the paltry emolument of two thirds of 
prizes to the finances of this vast continent !* If so poor a resource is 
essential to its independency, in sober sadness we are involved in a woful 
predicament, and our ruin is &st approaching. The situation of America 
is new in the annals of mankind, her afiSEurs cry haste, and speed must 
answer them. Trifles, therefore, ought to be wholly disregarded, as being 
in the old vulgar proverb ' penny wise, and pound foolish." If our enemies, 
with the best established and most formidable navy in the universe, have 
found it expedient to assign all prizes to the captors, how much more is 
such policy essential to our infant fleet ; but I need use no arguments to 
convince you of the necessity of making the emoluments of our navy equi^t • 
if not superior, to theirs. We have had proof that a navy may be officered 
almost on any terms, but we are not so sure that these officers are equal 
to their commissions* nor will the Congress ever obtain such certainty, 
until they, in their wisdom, see proper to appoint a board of admiralty, 
competent to determine impartially the respective merits and abilities of 
their officers, and to superintend^ regulate, and point out, all the motions 
and operations of the navy. 

" €k)vemor Hopkins tells me, that he apprehends I am appointed t: 
tlie Andrew Doria ; she is a good cruizer, and would, in my judgment/, 
answer much better, were she mounted with 12 six-pounders, than as sho. 
is at present, with 14 fours. An expedition of importance may be cfPecteo 
this winter, on the coast of Africa, with part of the original fleet. Eithei 
the Alfred or Columbus, with the Andrew Doria and Providence, would, 1 
am persuaded, carry all before them ; and ^ve a blow to the English 
African trade, which would not soon be recovered, by not leaving them a 



* It will be wen, in the sequel, that, by certain resolutions of Congress, of the 25th 
of November, 1775, Congress assigned two thirds of the valoe of all captures made 
bj pnbiie ships of war to the use of the United Colonies. These are the *' two thirds" 
to which Lieat. Jones allndee. The remaining one third was divided into twenty 
parts, and ordered to be distribnted among the captors in the proportions mentioned 
in a nsohition of the 6th of Jannary, 1776. 
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mast standing on that coast This expedition would be attended with no 
great expense ; besides, the ship and vessels mentioned are mifit for 
service on a winter coast, which is not the case with the new firigates. 
The small squadron for this service ought to sail earlj, that the prizes 
may reach our ports in March or April If I do not succeed in manning 
the Alfred, so as to proceed to the eastward, in the course of this week, 
the season will be lost ; the coal fleet will be gone to Hali&x and the 
fishermen to Europe. I will not, however, remain inactive, but proceed 
to cruise in the sloop near Sandv Hook. Three of my prizes have arrived 
here, and one or two more to the eastward. 

« I am,'' Ac 

During the time he was at sea, he fell in with the frigate 
Solebaj of 28 gnns, near the Island of Bermnda, and had a 
sharp action with her, which lasted several hotirs. The Provi- 
dence carried but 12 guns, six-pounders, and Jones was 
exceedingly fortunate in making his escape from an adversaiy 
so decidedly superior in force. Proceeding thence in the 
direction of Nova-Scotia, he had an encounter near Cape-Sables, 
with the Milford, of 32 guns at Iong-«hot. Being unable to cope 
with her, he ran into a small harbor and destroyed some fishing 
vessels. He next went to Isle-Madame, destroyed the fishing 
establishments there, and set on fire every vessel he could not 
take away. In effecting all this destruction of property and 
loss to the enemy, he was absent not more than six weeks and 
five days. 

Some estimate may be formed of the individual profits 
accruing from the cruize in which Lieut. Jones had been 
occupied, from the number of his captures, and the foUowiog 
regulations of Congress for the distribution of prize-money : — 

^'Ih Cokoress, Jan. 6th, 1776. 

*^ Resolved^ That the commander in chief have one-twentieth part of 
prize-money, taken by any ship or ships, armed vessel or vessels, under 
Us orders and command. 

''That the captain of any single armed ship or vessel have two-tweDtietli 
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parts for his share ; but if more shipe or armed yeaaels be in oompan j 
when a prize is taken, then the two-twentieth parts be divided amongst all 
the said captains. 

'^That the captain of marines, lieutenants of the ships or armed yessek, 
and masters thereof share together, and have three twentieth parts divided 
among them equally of all prizes taken when they are in company. 

** That the heutenants of marines, surgeons, chaphdns, pursers, boatswains, 
gunners, carpenteis, the masters' mates, and the secretaiy of the fleet, share 
ti^ther, and have two-twentieth parts and one half of one twentieth part 
divided among them equally, of aU prizes taken when they are in company. 

''That the following wanant and petty officers, viz. (allowing for eadi 
ship six midshipmen, for each brig four midshipmen, and each sloop two 
midshipmen, one captain's derk, one surgeon's mate, one steward, one 
sailmaker, two carpenter's mates, one cook, one cockswain, two sergeants 
of marines for each ship, and one sergeant lor each brig and sloop), have 
three-twentieih parts divided among them equally ; and when a prize is 
taken by any ship or vessel on board or in company in which the 
conunander-in-chief is, then the commander-in-chief's cook or cockswain 
to be added to this allotment, and have their shares with these last 
mentioned. 

" That the remaining eight-twentieth parts and one half of the twentieth 
part be divided amongst the rest of the ship or ships' companies, as it may 
happen, share and share alike. 

^ That no officer or man have any share but such as are actually on 
board their several vessels when any prize or prizes are taken, excepting 
only such as may have been ordered on board any other prizes before 
taken, or sent away by his or their conmianding officers." 



Congress subsequently altered this regulation, as appears by 
the subjoined resolution, and probably upon the suggestion of 
Lieut. Jones, as the alteration took place so soon after he had 
written to Mr. Morris: 

""Ik Conobbss, Oct 30th, 1776. 

** Besolvedy That the rank of the officers of marines be the same as 
officers of similar commissions in the land service. 

^ That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in the continental 
navy, be entitled to one half of merchantmen, transports, and store-ships, 
by them taken, from and after the first day of November, 1776, to be 
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divided amongst them in the shareB and proportions fixed by former 
resolutions of Congress. 

^* That the commanders, offioers, seamen, and marines, in the continental 
navy, be entitled to the whole value of all ships and vessels of war 
belonging to the crown of Great Britain by them made prize of^ and all 
privateers authorised by his Britannic Majesty to war against these States, 
to be divided as aforesaid." 

Lieut. Jones took command of a squadron in Kbode Island 
on the 22d of October, 1776, but finding that he could not man 
the ship and two small vessels of which it consisted without 
losing too much time, he determined to leave the Providence 
and proceed with the Alfred and Hampden. He took the men 
out of the Providence and her prizes, by which means he made 
up a muster-roll of upward of 140. When, on the 27th, he was 
ready to proceed, the Hampden was run upon a sunken ledge, 
which knocked off her false keel, in consequence of which she 
became so leaky that she was condenmed as not being sea- 
worthy, and the men were immediately shifted to the 
Providence. His expectations from the expedition were not 
sanguine, having been delayed in his arrangements a fortnight 
longer than he had contemplated. He finally put to sea, with 
the Alfred and Providence, in the month of November. In 
this adventure he took a vessel from Liverpool, and the armed 
ship MeUish, having on board a company of soldiers and 10,000 
suits of uniform. This capture was very opportune. The 
American army was much in want of clothing, and so valuable 
a prize tended to reanimate the spirits of the soldiers. He also 
took a third vessel on the 16th of November, and on the 18th 
following, the Providence parted company in the night. He 
proceeded, nevertheless, to Isle Koyale, destroyed a valuable 
transport there, and burnt the buildings appropriated to the 
whale and cod-fisheries. Not far from that island he took 
another vessel, which was laden with ling and furs, and on the 
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following day captured a privateer mounting sixteen guns. On 
his return to the continent, lie once more fell in with the Milford 
frigate, but eluded her, and, with his prizes, arrived at Boston, 
on the 10th of December, 1776. 

The main object of the enterprise against Isle-Boyale was not 
effected. The intention of Lieut. Jones was to liberate the 
Americans who were confined in the coal-mines there. He 
attributes the feilure to the behavior of the officer who 
commanded the Providence. In a letter to the Hon. Mr. 
Hewes, dated at Boston, on the 12th of January, 1777, he 
remarks : " the captain of the Providence thought proper to 
dispense with his orders and give me the slip in the night, 
which entirely overset the expedition." In like manner he 
complains of a prize-master, who violated his instructions by 
going into Dartmouth, Mass., instead of a port in Korth 
Carolina, whither he had been ordered. 

These irregularities arose altogether, it is believed, from the 
omission of Congress to establish a due gradation of rank among 
the officers of the navy. That body had been so incessantly 
employed in business of vital importance, both foreign and 
domestic ; and there were so many objects to attend to in the 
organization of a new government that they had little time to 
devote to minor details. It was not until three months after 
the Declaration of Independence that the relative rank of 
officers in the naval service was established. On the 10th of 
October, 1776, it was settled in the following manner, and a 
vessel assigned to each : 

Bank of Captains in the Navy, established by Congress, October lOth, 

1776, viz. : 

Oqm. 



24 





VesMU. 


«!fo. 1. James Nicholson, . 


Viiginia, 


2. John Manly, . 


Hancock, 


3. Hector M'Neil, 


Boston, 
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4. Dudley SaltoDstall, 
6. Nicholas Biddle, 
6. Thomas Thompson^ 
Y. John Barry, . 

8. Thomas Read, 

9. Thomas Giinnell, 

10. Charles Alexander, 

11. Lamhert Wickes, 

12. Abraham Whipple, 

13. John B. Hopkins, 

14. John Hodge, . 

15. William Hallock, 

16. Hojsted Hacker, 

17. Isaiah Robinson, 

18. John Paul Jones, 

19. James Josiah, 

20. Elisha Hinman, 

21. Joseph Olnej, 

22. James Robinson, 
28. John Young, . 
24. Elisha Warner, 

Lieut John Baldwin, 
Lieut Thomas Albertson, 



YeewU. 


Ovu. 


Trumbull, 


28 


Randolph, 


32 


Raleigh, 


32 


ivffiiicrn Hiyi , 


28 




32 


Congress, 


28 


Delaware, 


24 


Reprisal, 


16 


Providence, 


28 


Warren, 


32 


Montgomery, 


24 


Lexington, 


16 


Hampden, 


— 


Andrew Doria, 


14 


Providence, 


12 


Alfred, 


28 


Cabot, 


16 


Sachem, 


10 


Independence, 


10 


Fly, 


— 


Wasp, 


8 


Musquito, 


. 4 



Jones was by no means satisfied with this regolation ; and, 
with the exception of Captains Saltonstall, Biddle, Whipple, 
and Hopkins, considered himself as having been superseded 
by the first seventeen on the list. It was probably for the 
purpose of soothing him, that Congress, on March the 15th, 
1777, passed the subjoined resolution : 

"In Congress, March 16, 1777. 
^Ruolved^ That Daniel Waters, and Samuel Tucker, be appointed 
Captains in the Navy of the United States, and that they have the 
oonunand of two of the three ships ordered to be purdiased. And that 
the command of the other ship be given to Captain John Paul Jonea, 
until better provision can be made for him.^ 

On the same day that the relative rank of the captains was 
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fixed, a commission was made out fi>r Oaptain Jones, which, as 
a revolutionaiy docmnent, may gratify curiositj. It is 
expressed in these terms : — 

«IN CONGRESS. 

^ The DeUgaUt (^ the United States of New Hampehite, Maeeeunht^ 
eette Bay^ Rhode Island^ Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
PewnsylvankLy Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Chofgia, To 

"JOHN PAUL JONES, ESQ. 

" Wx, repovng espedal trust aad oonfidenoe in your patriotism, valor, 
amducty-and fidelity, DO, by these Pftsents, oonstitute and appoint jou 
to be Captain in the Navy of the United States of North America, fitted 
out for the Defence of American liberty, and for repelling every hostile 
invanon thereof You are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge 
the duty of Captain by doing and performing all manner of things 
thereanto belonging. And we do strictly chaige and require all Officers, 
Marines, and Seamen under your command, to be obedient to your 
orders as Captain. And you are to observe and follow such ordeis and 
diiedaons from time to time, as yoa shall receive from this or a future 
CoDgress of the United States, or Committee of Congress for that purpose 
appcnnted, or Commander-in-Chief for the time being of the Navy of 
the United States, or any other your superior Officer, according to the 
Boles and Disci]^e of War, the usif;e of the sea, and the instructions 
herewith given you, in pursuance of the trust reposed in you. fhis 
commission to continue in fbroe until revoked by this or a future 
Gongress. 

""JkUedat Philadelphia, October lOth, 1776. 

^By Order of the Congress, 

^ John Hamoook, President 

^ Attest, Ghabucs THOMSOir, Secretary. 

Hie nniform of the (Mcers of the Navy had been regulated 
bj the Marine Conmuttee on the 5th of September, 1776. It 
maj be gratifying to those of the present day to be informed 
what it was. It is thus described in a resolution of the 
Committee: — 
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"Ik Marine Committee, 

'i Philadelphia, September 6, 1776. 

^Resolved, That the uniform of the Offioers in the Navy of the 
United States bei as follows : — 

Captains . . Blue doth with red lappels, slash cuff, stand up oollor, 
flat yellow buttons, blue britches, red waistcoat with 
narrow lace. 
Lieutenants Blue with red lappels, a round cuff fsboed, stand up oollor, 

yellow buttons, blue britches, red waistcoat plain. 
Masters, . . Blue with lappels, round cufi^ blue britches, and red 

waistcoat 
Midshipmm Blue lappeled coat, a round cu^ faced with red, stand up 
coUor, with red at the button and button hole, blue 
britches, and red waistcoat 

" Extract from the Minutes, 

John Brown, Secretary J^ 

" Uniform of the Marine Officers, 

"A green coat &ced with white, round cufi^ slashed sleeves, and 
pockets, with buttons round the cuff, silver epaulett on the right shoulder, 
skirts turned back, buttons to suit the facings. 

" White waistcoat and britches edged with green, black gaiters and 
garters, green shirts for the men if they can be procured.'' 

The respect to be paid to the pendant and to continental ships 
of war, was enjoined by Congress on the 29th of October, 
1776, in the resolution which follows. The national flag was 
not definitiyely established nntil June of the succeeding 
year: — 

"In Congress, October 29, 1776. 

" Resolved, That no private diips or vessels of war, merchant ships, or 
Other vessels, belonging to the subjects of these States, be permitted to 
wear pendants when in company with continental ships or vessels of war, 
without leave from the commanding ofScer thereof: 

" That if any merchant ship or vessel shall wear pendants in company 
with continental ships or vessels of war, without leave from the 
commander thereof^ such commander be authorised to take away the 
pendant from the offender : 

"That if private ships or vessels of war lefrise to pay the respect doe 
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to the commandeiB of ships or vessek of war, the captain or commander 
so refusing shall lose his oommission." 

On the 16th of November, 1Y76, the C!ongres8 granted a 
bonnty to the officers and men for the captm^ of enemy vessels, 
established the relative rank of the officers in the navy and 
army, and fixed the pay of the officers and men in the navy, as 
specified in the annexed resolution. To the rate of pay in 
1776, is added the pay in 1825, from a comparison of which 
the increase of compensation in the conrse of the last forty-nine 
years may be discerned : 

**In Cohorbss, November 15, 1776. 

** Resolved, That a bounty of twenty dollars he paid to the oomman- 
deis, officers, and men of 9uch continental ships or vessels of war as shall 
make a prize of any British ships or vessels of war, for every cannon 
mounted on board such prize at the time of such capture ; and eight 
dollan per head, for every man then on board, and belonging to such 
prize: 

** That the rank of the naval officers be to the rank of officers in the 
land service as follows : 

Admiral ob a General, 

Vice Admiral " Lieut General, 

Rear Admiral . . . . . " Major General, 

Commodore ** Brig. General, 

Captain of a ship of 40 guns and upwards, ^ Colonel, 

" " " 20 to 40 guns • " Lieut Colonel, 

" " « 10 " 20 " • " Major, 

Lieutenant in the navy ... ^ Captain. 

** That the pay of all officers and men in the American navy, from the 
date of the new comnussions under the free and independent States of 
America, be as follows : 

Of Shlpi of 90 gOBi. Ftor Calendar Month. Of 10 to 90 ganfl. 

In 1776. In 1825. In 1776. 

Captain $60 $100 $48 

Lieoienant 80 40 24 
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ofBbipiorao 


Sana. 




PwOalMidar Month. 


OflOtoSOgOM. 


In 1776. 


In 1825. 


In 1776. 


Master 80 


40 


24 


" Mate • 






16 


20 


15 


Boatswain . . 






15 


20 


13 


" Mate 






H 


19 


9 


Gunner . • . 






U 


20 


13 


« Mate . 






H 




9 


Suigeon . . , 






25 


50 


21t 


« Mate . 






15 


30 


13* 


Carpenter . . 






15 


20 


13 


" Mate 






H 


19 


9 


Cooper . . . 









18 


9 


Midshipman • 






12 


19 


12 


Armorer . . . 






9 


18 


9 


Sail Maker . . 






10 


20 


10 


Mate 






8i 




8* 


Teoman . . . 






8i 




8i 


Quarter Master 






* 9 


18 


81 


Cook. . . . 






9 


18 


8* 


Cockswain . . 






9 


18 


9 


Captain's Clerk 






16 


25 


12 


Steward . . .. 






10 


18 


10 


Chaplain . . 






20 


40 




Teoman of powdei 


r room 




H 




9 


Master-at-Arms 






10 


18 


9 


Seaman .... 






8 


12 


8 



^ That vessels under ten guns be commanded bj Heutenants : 
" That the pay of the officers in such vessels be : 



Lieutenant Commanding 


•80 


$50 


Mate 


• • 


15 


40 


Boatswain 


a • « 


12 


20 


Gunner . 


• • 1 


12 


20 


Carpenter 


• ' • I 


12 


20 



** That the other officers and men; the same as in vessels from ten to 
twenty guns. 

Marine officers— Ci^tain, . $80 (40 

lieutenant 20 80 
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" y<m-eofnmiwiioiiBd jbffioen and aoldien, the samd as in the land 
nmoe." 

Allowanoes for sabBistence were made on tiie 2lBt of July, 
1777. The following is the reBolucion for that object : — 

«Ih Conorww, July 21»<, 1Y77. 

*^Be$6lvedy That oommanden of continental ve«e]a of war of ten gnna 
and upwards, be allowed five and one third doDaiB per week for subaist- 
enoe, while in domestic or foreign ports : 

** That oommanders of vessels under ten gnna, be allowed four dollan 
per week for subsistence, while in domestie or foreign ports : 

^That commanders of continental vessels of war of ten guns and 
upwards, be allowed whilst at sea two dollars and two thirds per week, for 
cabin expenses : 

. '^That HeutenantB, surgeons, captains of marines, and chaplains, be 
allowed four dollars per week subsistence in domestic ports, during such 
times as the ships Ihej respectively belong to are not in condition to 
receive them on board : 

^That the marine committee be empowered to allow such cabin 
furniture for continental vessels of war, as they shall judge proper." 

Jones was now acting nnder the commission of captain from 
the independent authorities of the United States of America. 
He had, indeed, performed all the duties of a captain in yirtne 
of his previous appointment That appointment, together with 
aU those which were made on the 22d of December, 1775, 
before the Colonies had proclaimed their separation from Great 
BritaiQ, was produced by British maritime agressions, which 
the Congress determined to resist and punish. Besolutions 
were adopted assigning the reasons which impelled the United 
Colonies to reprisal ; and as they may be viewed as the origin 
of the American naval establishment, it may not be displeasing 
to the reader to be furnished with an opportunity of perusing 
ihem in this volume. They are as follow : — 

''In Conobbss, Nowmher 25<Ay 1775. 
** Whxbxab, it appean from undoubted information, that many yeseek 
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which had deared at the respectiye custom-hoiueB in these ColonieBy 
agreeably to the regulations established bj acts of the British Parliainent» 
have, in a lawless manner, without even the semblance of just authority, 
been seized by his majesty's ships of war, and carried into the harbor of 
Boston and other ports, where they have been rifled of their cargoes, by 
orders of his majesty's naval and military officers there commanding, 
without the said vessels having been proceeded against by any fonn of 
trial, and without the charge of having offended against any law. 

"And whereas^ orders have been issued in his majesty's name to 
commanders of his ships of war, 'to proceed as in the case of actual 
rebellion against such of the seaport towns and places being accessible to 
the king's ships, in which any troops shall be raised or military works 
erected,' under color of which said orders, the commanders of his majesty's 
said ships of war have already burned and destroyed the flourishing and 
populous town of Falmouth, and have fired upon and much injured several 
other towns within the United Colonies, and dispersed at a Ute season of 
the year, hundreds of helpless women and children, with a savage hope 
that those may perish under the approaching rigors of the season who 
may chance to escape destruction from fire and sword, a mode of warfiire 
long exploded amongst civilized nations. 

** And whereas, the good people of these Colonies, sensibly affected by 
the destruction of their property, and other unprovoked injuries, have at 
last determined to prevent, as much as possible, a repetition thereof, by 
fitting out armed vessels and ships of force : in the execution of which 
commendiible designs, it is possible that those who have not been 
instrumental in the unwarrantable violences above mentioned may suffer, 
unless some laws be made to regulate, and tribunals erected competent to 
determine, the propriety of captures : Therefore, 

" Besolvedy That all ships of war, frigates, sloops, cutters, and armed 
Tessels, as are or shall be employed in the present cruel and unjust war 
agakttt the United Colonies, and shall CbJI into the hands of^ or be taken 
by the inhabitants thereof^ be seized and forfeited to and for the purposes 
hereinafl^er mentioned : 

" That all transport vessels in the same service having on board any 
troops, arms, ammunition, clothing, provisions, or military or naval stores, 
of what kind soever, and all vessels, to whomsoever belonging, that shall 
be employed in carrying provisions or other necessaries to the British 
army or armies, or navy, that now are or shall hereafter be within any of the 
United Colonies, or any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the use of such 
fleet or army, shall be liable to seizure, and, with their cargoes, shall be 
confiscated: 

"That no master or commander of any vessel shall be entitled to cmize 
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35 



for, or make prize ctt nmy veesel or cargo, before he shall have obtained a 
oommiaaion from the Congreaa, or from such person or persons as shall be 
for that purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies : 

'* That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted out at the expense of 
any private person or persons, then the captures aball be to the use of the 
owner or owners of the said vessel or vessels : that where the vessels 
employed in the capture shall be fitted out at the expense of any of the 
United Colonies, then one third of the prize taken shall be to the use of 
the captors, and the remaining two thirds to the use of the said Colony ; 
and where the vessels so employed shall be fitted out at the continental 
chai^ then one third shall go to the captors, and the remaining two 
thirds to the use of the United Colonies : provided, nevertheless, that if 
the capture be a vessel of war, then the captors shall be entitled to one 
half of the value, and the remainder shall go to the Colony or Continent 
as the case may be, the necessary charges of condemnation of aU prizes 
being deducted before distribution made : 

'^That the captures heretofore made by vessels fitted out at the 
continental charge were justifiable, and that the distribution of the 
captor's share of the prizes by Gen. Washington be confirmed, which is as 
Mows : — 



Sbaiw. 



Bham. 



Captain or Conunander, 


6 






First Lieutenant, 


5 


Gunner, . 




Second lieutenant, • 


4 


Gunner's Mate, 




Surgeon, . 


4 


Boatswain, 




Master, . 


3 


Sergeant, 




Steward, . 


2 


Private, . • 





After receiving his commiBSJon of the 10th of October, 1776, 
Oapt. Jonee was more intent than ever on devising the means 
of advancing the condition of the navy. He looked forward to 
its augmentation and perfection, and continued to present hig 
reflections as to the course that should be pursued to attain 
those objects. Many of his ideas were valuable, and some of 
them have, in substance, been carried into effect by the present 
government upon a large scale. Writing to his friend, the 
Honorable Bobert Morris, on the 10th of February, 1777, he 
said, — 
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'^Tkste aie no offioen more immediately wanted in the marine 
department^ than commiasionefB of dock yards, to superintend the 
bi:dlding, and outfit of all ships of war ; with power to appoint deputies to 
provide and have in constant readiness, sufficient quantities of provision, 
stores, slops, &o., so that the small number of sldps we have may be 
constantly employed, and not contmue idle as they do at present : besides 
all the advantages that would arise from such appointments, the saving 
which would accrue to the continent is worth attending to ; had such 
men been appointed at the first, the new ships might have been at sea 
long ago. The difficulty now lays in finding men who aie deserving, and 
who are fitly qualified for an office of such importance. 

^l must repeat what I asserted formeriy, that unless some happy 
expedient can be fiiUen upon to induce the seamen to enter into ^e 
service for a longer tenn than twelve months, it will never be possible to 
bring them under proper subordination ; and subordination is as necessary, 
nay, far more so in the fleet, than in the army. Present advantages, 
though small, will operate fiur more on the minds of seamen, ibxa future 
prospects, though great. They ought at least to enter during the war, 
if not during pleasure." 

In fblfllment of the resolution of Congress of the 17th of 
March, 1Y77, the Marine Committee addressed a letter to Capt 
Jones, in the following terms : — 

^ In Marine Coicmiitbs. 

"" Philadelphia, March 25/A, 1777. 

** The Congress, by a resolve of the 17th inst, having ordered that the 
agent at Boston should purchase, arm, and fit out, for the service of the 
United States, three &st sailing good ships, that will conveniently mount 
18 six-pounders on one deck; and that Capt. John Paul Jones shall 
command one of said ships, until better provision can be made for him : 
Therefore, 

'^ Resolved, That Capt Jones shaU have his choice of those three ships, 
and that he superintend the fitting of her out 

*^ Extract from the minutes. 

'^ John Bbown, Secrtiarf.^ 

^In MaRINB COIOUTTSX. 

"^ Philadelphia, March 25th, 111*1. 
•Sill, 

^Tbe agent, Mr. Bradford, has orders horn this committee to inndiase 
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ind ft out ihvee anned yeMels, pnnuant to a jmohe cf OongnaB, wbiiok 
V tnaffimitted to bim, one of vhicb j<m aie to oommaitd, and tiie 
committee have directed that yoa ahonld haye your choiee. Theieford 
70U are desired to make your election as soon as the puidbase shall be 
made, and to superintend and hasten the fitting her out for sea, with all 
possible expedition. 

« We are, Sir, 

** Your very bumble seryants, 

'^ John Hanoook, 

" WlLUAM WhIPPUB, 
** WiLUAM UlLKBT, 

^ Abraham Clabkb, 
" ouyer woloott, 
^ Thomas Banke, 
*^ Robert Mobbis. 
^ To Gapt JoHV Paul Jovsb." 

Before this plan was carried into execution, Jones received a 
new and honorable proof of the good opinion of Congress, by 
being ordered to proceed to France from Portsmouth in the 
French ship Amphitrite, with a positive order to the American 
commissioners at Paris to invest him with the command of a 
fine ship, as a reward for the zeal he had shown, and for the 
signal services which he had performed ia vessels of little force. 
By the annexed letter to Mr. John Dobie it would seem that he 
was making preparations to embark in the Amphitrite ; but, on 
account of difficulties niade by her commander, he abandoned 
the design : 

"* Boston, Map 2Sd, 1111. 
^Mb. JobkDobib, 
'^Tou are hereby authorised to engage any prime teamen who may 
present themselves to senre under my command in the navy on board the 
ship Amphitrite, at Portsmontb, in New Hampshire, bound to France.-— 
On arrival there they are to be turned over to one of the finest frigates of 
the Frendi Navy, she having been purchased for the United States by 
their commissioners at the court of Paris, and to be put under my 
command. — ^Tou are directed to repair on board the ship at Portunouth 
without loss of time^ and yoor reasonable eipenaes will be allowed^ as also 
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the reasQKiaUe ezpenaes of as many prime seamen as you may bring with 
you in proper time. If a paaaage can be procured from hence to P^Nrtsmonth 
by water, it will be the cheapest and best conyeyance, eepecially for 
baggage. 

"JohnP. JOHM." 

Oapt. Jones had before, in one of hia letters to a member of 
Congress, recommended that one of hia prizes, the Melliah, 
should be conyerted into a ship of war. This had been 
determined upon by the Marine Committee, but, upon the 
receipt of a letter fix>m him in May, 1777, the determination 
waa abandoned, and he waa appointed to the command of the 
Ranger. That committee wrote the following letter to him, 
from which it may be inferred that he was groyring in the 
esteem of Congress, and in jGekvor with the public in general : 

** IV MaRINS CoifMITTKK. 

"< Fhiladelpkia, June 18M, 1777. 
^ John Paul Jones, Esq^ 
"Sns 

^ Tour letter of the 26th May to the Secret Committee was laid befi>re 
CoDgresB, and, in consequence thereof, the design of fitting the Mellish is 
laid aside ; and yon are appointed to command the Ranger ship of war 
lately built at Portsmouth. CoL Whipple, the bearer of this, carries with 
him the resolves of Congress appointing you to this command, and 
authorizing him, CoL Langdon, and you, to appoint the other commissioned 
as we]l as the warrant ofiSoers necessary for this ship, and he has with him 
blank commissions and warrants for this purpose. 

*'It is our desire that you get the Banger equipped, officered, and 
manned as well and as soon as possible, and probably we may send you 
other instmctions, before you are ready to sail However, the design of 
the present is to prevent your waiting for such after yon are ready for 
service in every other respect, and if that happens before the receipt of 
further orders from us, you must then proceed on a cruize against the 
enemies of those United States conforming to the orders and regulations 
of Congress made for the government of the navy ; and in conformity 
thereto take, sink, bum, or destroy all such of the enemies' ships, vessels, 
goods, and effects as yon may be able. 
. ^ We shall not limit you to any particular croimig station, but leave 
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joa at Ittge to search for jonnelf where the greatest chance of aiicoeBB 
pieaents. Your prizes you will send into such safe ports in these United 
States as they can reach, your prisonen must also he sent in, and we 
lecommend them to kind treatment. 

''Any usefiil intelligence that comes to your knowledge must be 
communicated to us whenever you have opportuiity. 

^ You are to preserve good order and discipline, but i&e your people 
wdL The ship, her materials, and stores must be taken good care of^ 
and every ofiBcer to answer to any embezzlements that happen in his 
department You are to make monthly returns of your officers, men, 4^c. 
to the Navy Board, you are to be exceedingly attentive to the deantinesa 
of your ship and preservation of the people's healths. 

'' You are to afford assistance and protection to the American comnleroe 
whenever in your power ; and on your letnm from this cruize, lay copies 
of your journal and 1<^ book before the Navy Board, and inform us the 
events of your voyage. 

" We are, Sir, 

^ Your friends and servants, 

*^ John Hanoook, 
^ Robert Mobeis, 
** Philip Livinobtok, 
''Benjamin HARBisoy, 

" A. MlDDLSrON, 

" Nicholas Van Dm, 
" Geoeoe Walton." 

The resolutions referred to are as follow : The deeignation 
of tlie flag, and the appointment of Captain Jones to the 
command of the Kanger on the same day, would seem to imply 
some connexion between the two circumstances. The Banger 
was probably tlie first ship that bore the national flag to 
Europe. 

"In Congbbss, June 14<A, 1777. 

**Be9olved, That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white : that the Union he thirteen stais, white 
in a blue field, representing a new constellation. 

'^Besolvedy Tbak Captain John Paul Jones he appointed to oommand 
the ship Ranger. 

*^JBe$olved^ That T^Uiam Whipple, Esq., member of Congress, and of 
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the Marine Committee, John Langdon, Esq^ continental agents and the 
said John Paul Jones, be authorised to appoint lieutenants and other 
ocnnmiBsioned, and warrant officers, neoeesaiy for the said ship { and that 
Uank commissions and warrants be sent them, to be filled up with the 
names of the persons they appoint, returns whereof to be made to the 
Navy Board in the eastern department" 

The subjoined letter to lieutenant Elijali Hall sho^m that 
Oaptain Jones dealt franldj and honorably with his seamenu 
lliis was as wise as it was just, lor the surest method of securing 
cheerful obedience, and preserving harmony among a ship's 
crew, is to inspire them at the outset with confidence in &e 
integrity and equity of the commander : 

^TarUnumth, IT. H^ July 29<^ 177Y. 

•* lieut Eluah Hall, XJ. S. Navy. 

"Sib, 

"As I leara from you that the seamen who have entered for the 
Ranger, for one cruize, expect to receive an advance of forty dollars,, and 
that the landsmen expect to receive an advance of twenty dollars, aa 
mentioned in the hand bills, and as I would by no means deceive any 
man who has entered, or who may enter, to serve under my command, it 
is proper that you should inform them, that at the time when Congress 
agreed to that advance, there was no intention of entering men except for 
three years, during the war, or for one year at least ; yet, as I consider 
myself under an obligation to those men, who have so cheerfully entered, 
it being a proof of their good opinion of me, I would, at my own risk, 
give them orders on the agent here for the above advance, or for such 
part of it as they may find really necessary, but, upon inquiry, I am 
convinced that tlids would be contrary to the rules of Congress, and 
therefore hurtful to the service. I will, however, besides the bounty, give 
an order on the agent or paymaster of the navy, for the punctual payment 
of half the monthly wages, to every person under my conmiand, who may 
leave wives or attorneys behind them, to recdve it in theur absence, aa it 
afterwards becomes due, provided they enter for the term of twelve months, 
otherwise I am authorized to advance no more than one month's pay, 
besides slops to persons who enter only for one cruize. I wish to see 
every penon about me happy and contented, and will do everything in 
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my power to make them so. Hie oondilioiui of the hand bUb will be 
strictly complied with, and 

** I am, Sir, 

*^ Your veij obedient 

" and moBt hmnble serrant, 

** JoHH Paul Jonks." 

** Ihe aboYe is a true cepy £rom the original in my po^aesaion* 

" Elijah Hall. 
*'PorUmouthy Sq>L 29th, 1824." 

Captain Jones was now on the eye of his departure for 
France. During his stay at Boston in the month of May, he 
wrote a letter to Stuart Mawey, Esq. which places his character 
in a new light It would seem from that letter that he had 
once been a merchajit In Tobago, and that he had pecuniary 
resources in that island as well as iu England, from which, by 
untoward circumstances, he had been cut off; what these weie 
he does not reveal. They probably arose from that misfortune 
at which he hinted in a letter to the Hon. Mr. Morris, as being 
known to the Hon. Mr. Hewes. According to his own account, 
be was in extreme distress when he joined the standard of 
America. But the letter to Mr. Mawey contains no expressions 
of regret for the part he had taken in the revolution. On the 
contrary, he declares his unshaken determination to adhere to 
the fortunes of America. The letter does infinite credit to the 
heart of Capt Jones ; and, after reading it, no impartial mind 
will venture to denounce him as illiterate, vulgar, unfeeling, or 
imprincipled. The sentiments which he expresses for his 
mother are true to nature,, tender, and toudun^, and show that 
the profession of arms had not estranged his bosom from the 
more refined and affectionate sensations. 

"^ Boston, May 4, 1111. 
** SnwABT Mawxt, Esq. Tobaga 

** Dbab Sia, 
« After an unproitable aaqpenae of twenty months, (having anbriated 
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on fifty pounds only during that time,) when my hopt^ of relief were 
entirely cut ofi^ and th^re remained no possibility of my reoeiving 
wherewithal to subsist upon from my efiecta in your i^and, or in England, 
I at last had recourse to siraogers for tl^at aid and comfort which was 
denied me by those friends whom, I had entrusted with my all The 
good ofiSces which are rendered to persons in their extreme need, ought to 
make deep impressions on gratefril minds. In my case, I feel the truth 
of that sentiment, and am bound by gratitude as well as honor to fi>Uow 
the fortunes of my late beneflEictors. 

" I have lately seen Mr. Secatoa (late manager on the estate of Archi- 
bald Stuart, Esq.), who informed me that Mr. Ferguson had quitted 
Orange Valley, on being charged with Hie unjust application of the 
property of his employer^ I have been, and am extremely concerned at 
this account ; I wish to disbelieve it, although it seems too much of a 
piece with the un&ir advantage which, to all appearance, he took of me, 
when he left me in exile for twenty months, a prey to melancholy and^ 
want, and withheld my property without writing a word in excuse of his 
conduct 

^ Thus circumstanced, I have taken the hberty of sending you a letter 
of attorney by Capt Cleaveland, who undertakes to deliver it himself as 
he goes for Tobago via Martinico. You^ have enclosed a copy of a list of 
debts acknowledged, which I received from Mr. Ferguson when I saw you 
last at Orange Valley. You have also, a list of debts contracted with m^ 
together with Ferguson's receipt,* aud there remained a considerable 
property unsold, besides some best Madeira wine, which he had shipped 
for London. By the state of accounts which I ;Bent to England on my 
arrival on this continent, there was a balance due to me from the ship 
Betsey, of 909/. 15«. 3d, sterling; and in my account with Robert Young, 
Esq. of the 29th of January, 1773, there appeared a balance in my frivc^ 
of 281/. Is. Sd. sterling. These sums exceed my drafts and just debts 
together, so that, if I am fiiirly dealt with, I ought to receive a 
considerable remittance from that quarter. 

''You will please to observe that there were nine pieces of coarse 
camlet shipped at Cork, over and above the quantity expressed in the bill 
9f lading. It seems the shippers, finding their mistake, applied for the 
goods, and, as I have been informed from Grenada, Mr. Feiguson 
jaid hold of this opportunity to propagate a report that all the goods 
which I put into his hands was the property of that house in CorL If 



• Copies of these lista are eooloaed io the copy which Capt Jones retained of tha 
letter, and are now in the poeseeiion of the author of this volume. They are wiitten 
A a fair hand, and the soina put down in eounting-houee order. 
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thk base niggestioii haa gained belief it aooonnta finr all the neglect wbidi 
I have experienced. But, however my connexiona are changed, my 
prindples as a man of candor and integrity are the same : therefore, 
should there not he a sufficiency of my property in England to answer my 
just debts, I dedare that it is my ftst wish to make up such deficiency 
from my property in Tobago; and were even that also to M short, I am 
ready and willing to make full and ample remittances from hence, upon 
li^HM^Tig from you the true state of my affiurs. As I hope my dear mother 
18 slall alive, I must inform you that I wish my property in Tobago or in 
England, after paying my just debts, to be applied for her support Your 
own feelings, my dear Sir, make it unnecessary for me to use arguments 
to prevail with you on this tender point Any remittances which you 
may be enabled to make through the hands of my good friend, Cbpt 
John Palmer, of Cork, will be fiuthfhlly put into her hands. 8he has 
several oiphan grand-children to provide for. I have made no apology for 
giving you this trouble : my situation will, I trust, obtain your free pardon. 
*^ You can, if you please, correspond with me via any of the French or 
Dutch islands, by addressing your letters to John P. Jonea, and care of 
the Hon. Robert Morris, Esq. Philadelphia, or I can hear from you through 
the hands of my friend, Capt Plainer ; he is frequently at Grenada, and 
perhaps may be there when this reaches your hands 
^ I am always, with perfect esteem, 4^c^ 

The Sanger at length put to sea, and, on the 2d of December, 
1777, arrived at Kantes in France. From that port Oapt 
Jones proceeded, on the 13th of February, 1778, to Quiberon 
Bay and Brest, where he saluted the French Admiral, Ck>nnt 
D'OrviUiers, with thirteen gmis, which was returned with nine. 
This was the first salute of honor that the American flag had 
received from a foreign man-of-war. Jones delayed his salute, 
until assured from authmty, that the compliment would be 
reciprocated. 

. Whilst at ITantes, Capt. Jones was favored by the American 
Commissioners with a letter of credit for 600 louis d'ors, which 
proves that he acted in concert with the public authorities of 
the United States, both at home and abroad. As a document 
establishing this fact, it is deemed proper to embody it in this 
account of his life. 
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*^Pa$8yf January 10, Iff 6* 

^ JOKATHAK WlLLUMB, EBQ. iTontet. 

"Sib, 
'^ We deBire you would advance to Capt Paul Jones, of the Ranger, 
five hundred louis d^ois, for which jour draft upon us will be paid. 

"We are, Sir, 
'' Your most obedient senrants, 
"B.Franklin, 
"Silas Dsan, 
"Abthub Lsb.** 

After considerable delay and manj obstades, most of which 
he attributed to the want of cordiality in the first lieutenant of 
the Banger, and a spirit of mutiny among the crew, he sailed 
from Brest on the 13th of April, on a cruize in the Irish 
Channel, entered upon a very hazardous enterprise against 
Whitehaven, and spread great terror along the shores of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

On the same day of the descent at Whitehaven, another 
memorable occurrence took place, which contributed, for a time, 
to add greatly to the odium which the first had brought on lus 
character, but which, in the end, enabled him to prove that he 
was possessed of the most disinterested and heroic qualities. 
In cruising off the coast of Galloway, it occurred to him, that, 
if he could get into his power a man of high rank and influence 
in the state, he should be able, by retaining him as a hostage, 
to insure to the American prisoners of war more lenient 
treatment from the British government. Knowing that the 
Earl of Selkirk possessed a seat in St. Mary's Isle, a beautifal 
peninsula at the mouth of the Dee, and being iU informed with 
regard to the political connexions of that nobleman, he destined 
him for the subject of his experiment. 

It was in this adventmre that he permitted the seizure of the 
plate of Lord Selkirk, at St. Mary's Isle, which he afterwards 
purchased and restored. 
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K ational prejudice has misrepresented this transactioii ; and, 
in order to heighten the popular indignation against Jones, it 
has been common to state, that his attempt on the person, and 
as it was supposed, the property of Lord Selkirk, was aggra- 
Tated bj ingratitude, his father having eaten of that nobleman's 
bread. Kothing can be more fidse. Neither Mr. Paul, nor 
any of his kindred ever was in the earl's employ, or had even 
the most distant connexion with his lordship, or his family; 
and in a correspondence which took place betwixt Jones and 
Lady Selkirk, relative to the restitution of the plate, a most 
honorable testimony was gratefully paid by Lord Selkirk to the 
Gaptain's character. 

In connexion with the attempt upon Whitehaven, was the 
capture of the British ship-of-war Drake, of 20 guns. Captain 
Jones has given so particular an accoimt of these exploits in a 
letter to the commissioners of the United States at Paris, that 
it will be preferred to any narrative of them that could be 
£ramed by another hand : — 

^LxTTEB TO Tme Amsbican Commissiovers at Paris. 

"" Brut, May 21, HIS. 
^ Gbmtuqien, 

*^ I now foM the prowaae made in my last, by giving you an aocoant 
of my late expedition. 

**I sailed from Brest 10th of April. My plan was extensive. I 
therefore did not, at the beginning, wish to enemnber myself with 
prisoners. On the 14th I took a brigantine between Seylla and Cape 
CSear, Ixnmd from Ostend with a cargo of flaxseed for Ireland, sunk her, 
and proceeded into St George's Ohamiel. On the I7th I took the ship 
Lord Chatham, bound from London to Dablin, with a cargo conaasting of 
porter and a variety of merchandize, and almost within sight of her port ; 
the ship I manned and ordered for Brest Towards the evening of the day 
fi>Qowiiig, the weatiher had a promising i^pearanee, and the winds being 
fisivorable, I stood over from the Isle of Man, with an intention to make a 
descent at Whitehaven. At 10 o'clock, I was off the harbor with a party 
of vohmteers, and had everything in readiness to land, but, before eleven^ 
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the wind greatly increiiBed, and shifted so as to blow directly upon the 
shore ; the sea increased of course, and it became impossible to effect a 
landing. This obliged me to carry all possible sail, so as to dear the land, 
and to await a more &yorable opportunity. On the 18th, in Glenbue Bay, 
on the south coast of ScotUnd, I met with a revenue wherry ; it being 
the common practice of these vessels to board merchant ships, and the 
Ranger then having no external appearance of war, it was expected that 
this rover would have come alongside. I was, however, mistaken, for, 
though the men were at their quarters, yet this vessel outsailed l^e 
Ranger, and got dear, in spite of a severe cannonade. 

^ The next morning, off the Mull of Gkdloway, I found myself so near 
a Scotch coasting schooner, loaded with barley, that I could not avoid 
sinking her. Understanding that 10 or 12 sail of merchant ships, besides 
a tender brigantine with a number of impressed seamen on. board, wei^ at 
anchor in Loughiyan in Scotland, I thought this an enterprise worthy 
attention, but the wind, which at the first would have served equally well 
to sail in or out of the Lough, shifted in a hard squall so as to blow 
almost directly in, with an appearance of bad weather ; I was therefore 
obliged to abandon my project 

" Seeing a cutter off the lee-bow steering for the Clyde, I gave duise in 
hopes of cutting her off; but finding my endeavors ineffectual, I pursued 
no fiuther than the rock of Ailsa. In the evening I fell in with a sloop 
from Dublin, which I sunk to prevent intelligence. 

^ The next day, the 21st, being near Carrickfergus, a fishing boat came 
ofEf which I detained. I saw a ship at anchor in the road, which I was 
informed by the fisherman, was the British ship-of-war Drake, of 20 guns. 
I determined to attadc her in the night My plan was to overlay her 
cable, and to fall upon her bow, so as to have all her decks open, and 
exposed to our musketry, &c ; at the same time it was my intention to 
have secured the enemy by graplings, so that, had they cut their cables, 
they would not thereby have attained an advantage. The wind was high, 
and unfortunatdy the anchor was not let go so soon as the order was given ; 
so that the Ranger was brought up on the enemy's quarter, at the distance 
of half a cable's length. We had made no warlike appearance, of 
course had given no alarm ; this, determined me to cut immediately, 
which might appear as if the cable had parted, and at the same tame 
enabling me, after making a tack out of tiie Lough, to return with the 
same prospect of advantage which I had at the first I was, however, 
prevented from returning ; as I with difficulty weathered the lighthouse 
on the lee side of the Lough, and as the gale increased. 

'^ The weather now became so very stormy and severe, and the sea so 
high, that I was obliged to take shdter under the south shore of Scotland 
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Hie 22d introduoed &ir weather ; though the three kingdoms as for m 
the eye could reach were covered with snow. I now resolved onoe more 
to attempt Whitehaven ; but the wind became very light, so that the ship 
could not in proper time approach so near Us I had intended. At midnight 
I left the ship, with two boats and thirty-one volunteers. When we 
Readied the outer pier, the day b^an to dawn. I would not, however, 
abandon my enterprise ; but despaldied ope boat under the direction of 
Mr. Hill and Lieutenant WaUkigsford, with the necessary combustibles, to 
set fire to the shipping oa the north side of the harbor, while I went with 
the other party to attempt the south side. I was successful in scaling the 
walla, and spildng up all the cannon in the first fort Finding the sentinels 
shut up in the guard house, they were secured without being hurt 
Having fixed sentinels, I now took wi& me one man only (Mr. Green), 
and spiked up all the cannon on the southern fort ; distant from the other 
a quarter of a mile. 

''On my return from this business, I naturally expected to see the fire 
of the ships on the north side, as well as to find my own party with 
everything in readiness to set fire to the shipping in the south. Instead 
<^ this, I found the boat under the direction of Mr. Hill and Mr. 
Wallingsford returned, and the party in some confusion, their light having 
burnt out at the instant when it became necessary. By the strangest 
Vitality my owiv parfy were in the same situation, the candles being all 
burnt out The day too came on apace ; yet I would by no means retreat 
while any hopes of success remained. Having again placed sentinels, a 
light was obtained at a house disjoined from the town ; and fire was 
kindled in the steerage of a huge ship, which was surrounded by at least 
an hundred and fifty others, chiefly from two to four hundred tons 
burthen, and laying side by side aground, unsurroundcd by the water. 
There were, besides, from seventy to an hundred large ships in the north 
arm of the harbor, aground, clear of the water, and divided from the rest 
only by a stone pier of a ship's height I should have kindled fires in 
other places if the time had permitted. As it did not, our care was to 
prevent the one kindled from being easily extinguished. After some 
search a barrel of tar was found, and poured into the flames, which now 
ascended firom all the hatchways. The inhabitants began to appear in 
thousands ; and individuals ran hastily towards us. I stood between them 
and the ship on fire, with a pistol in my hand, and ordered them to retire, 
which they did with precipitation. The flames had ahready caught t&e 
rigging, and began to ascend the mainmast : — ^the sun was a full hour's 
march above the horizon ; and as sleep no longer ruled the world, it was 
time to retire. We le-embarked without opposition, having released a 
number of prisoners, as our boats could not carry them. After all my 
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people had embalmed, I stood upon the pier for a oonaderaUe tune, yet 
no persons advanced. I saw all the eminences around the town covered 
with the amaxed inhabitants. 

'^ When we had rowed to a considerable distance from the shore, the 
English began to run in vast numbers to their forts. Their disi^pointment 
may easily be imagined, when they found at least thirty heavy cannon, 
the instruments of their vengeance, rendered useless. At length, however, 
they began to fire ; having, as I apprehend, either Iwought down ship 
guns, or used one or two cannon which ky on the beach at the foot of 
the walls dismounted, and which had not been ^iked. They fired with 
no direction; and the shot fiiUing short of the boats, instead of doing ua 
any damage, afforded some diversion, which my people could not help 
showing, by discharging their pistols, 4^0., in return of the salute. Had it 
been possible to have landed a few hours sooner, my success would have 
been complete. Not a single ship, out of more than two hundred, could 
possibly have escaped, and all the world would not have been able to save 
the town. What was done, however, is sufficient to show that not all 
their boasted navy can protect th^ own coasts ; and that the scenes of 
distress which they have occasioned in America may be soon brought 
home to their own door. One of my people was missing, and must, I 
fear, have fallen into the enemies' hands after our departure. I was 
pleased that in this business we neither killed nor wounded any peraon. 
I brought off three prisoners as a mxmpU, 

^ We now stood over for the Scotch shore ; and I landed at noon at 
St Maiy's Isle, with one boat only, and a veiy small party. The motivea 
which induced me to land there are explained in the within copy of a 
letter which I have addressed to the Countess of Selkirk, dated die 8th 
instant 

'* On the morning of the 24th I was again off Carrickfergns, and would 
have gone in had I not seen the Drake preparing to come out It waa 
very moderate, and the Drake's boat was sent out to reconnoitre the 
Ranger. As the boat advanced I kept the ship's stem directly towarda 
her ; and though they had a spy gUiss in the boat, they came pn within 
hail, and alongside. When the officer came on the quarter-deck, he waa 
greatly surprised to find himself a prisoner; although an express had 
arrived from Whitehaven the night before. I now understood, what I 
had before imagined, that the Drake came out in consequence of thia 
information, with volunteers, against the Ranger. The officer told me, 
also, that they had taken up the Rangei^s anchor. The Drake was 
attended by five small vesseb fiiU of people, who were led by curiosity to 
aee an engagement But when they saw the Drake's boat at the Ranger's 
item they wisely put bacL 
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^ Alaim tmckm now appeal^ in great abfundanoe, extending along on 
both flideB <^ the channel The tide was nn&yorable, so that the Drake 
worked out but slowly. This obliged me to run down several times, and 
to lay with oounes up and main^topsail to the mast At length the 
Drake weadiered the point, and having led her out to about mid-channel, 
I suffered her to come within hail The Drake hoisted English colors, 
and, at tlie same instant, the American stan were dispkyed on board the 
Banger. I expected that prefiice had been now at an end, but the enemy 
aoon after hailed, demanding what ship it was f I directed the master to 
answer, 'the American Continental ship Ranger; that we waited for 
them, and denied that they would come on ; the sun was now httle more 
than an hour from setting, it was therefore time to begin.' The Drake 
bdng astern of the Ranger, I ordered the helm up and gave her the first 
broadside. The action was wann, dose, and ohstinate. It bsted an hour 
and four minutes, when the enemy called for quarters ; her fore and main- 
topsail yards being both cut away, and down on the cap ; the top-gaUant 
yard and mixen-gaff both hanging up and down along the mast ; the 
second ensign' which they had hoisted shot away, and hanging on the 
quarteivgallery in the water ; the jib shot away, and hanging in the water ; 
her sails and rigging entirely cut to pieces; her masts and yards aft 
wounded, and her hull also very much galled. I lost only lieutmant 
Wallingsford and one seaman, John Dougall, killed, and six woonded ; 
among whom are the gunner, Mr. Falls, and Mr. Powers, a midshipman, 
who lost his arm. One of the wounded, Nathaniel Wills, is since dead : 
the rest will recover. The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded was 
fur greater. All the prisoners allow that ^ey came out witii a number 
not less than a hundred and sixty men : and many of them affirm that 
they amounted to an hundred and ninety. The medium may, perhaps, 
be the most exact account ; and by that it will appear that they lost in 
killed and wounded forty-two men. The captain and lieutenant were 
among the wounded. The former, having received a musket ball in the 
head the minute before they called for quarters ; lived, and was sensible 
some tame after my people boarded the priae. The lieutenant survived 
two days. They were buried with the honcm due to their rank, and with 
the respect due to their memoiy. 

''The night and afanost the whole day alter the action being moderate, 
greatly fiicilitated the refitting of both ships. A huge brigantine was so 
near the Drake in the afternoon that I was obliged to bring her to. She 
belonged to Whitehaven, and was bound hr N<nway. 

" I had thought of returning by the 8outb<jiannel ; but, the wind shifting, 
I determined to pass by the north, and round the west coast of Ireland. 
This brought me once more off Bel&st Lough, on the evening after the 
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engagement It was now time to release the honest fishermen, whom I 
took up here on the 2l8t And as the poor fellows had lost their boat, 
she having sunk in the kte stonny weather, I was happy in having it in 
my power to give them the necessary sum to purchase everything new 
which they had lost I gave tiiem also a good boat to traniBport them- 
selves ashore ; and sent with them two infirm men, on whom I bestowed 
the last guinea in my possession, to defiray their travelling eiqpenses to 
their proper home in Dublin. They took with them one of the Drake'a 
sails, which would sufficiently explain what had happened to the 
volunteers. The grateful fishermen were in raptures ; and expressed their 
joy in three huzzas as they passed the Ranger's quarter. 

^^ I again met with contrary winds in the mouth of the North Channel, 
but nothing renuirkable happened, till on the morning of the 5th current, 
Ushant then bearing S.K by S., distance fifteen leagues, when seeing a 
sail to leeward steering for the Channel, the wind being &vorable for 
Brest and the distance trifling, I resolved to give chase, having the Drake 
in tow. I informed them of my intentions, and ordered them to cast o£ 
They cut the hawser. The Ranger in the chase went lasking between 
N.N.E. and N.N.W. It Listed an hour and ten minutes, when the chase 
was hailed and proved a Swede. I immediately hauled by the wind to 
the southward. 

^ After cutting the hawser, the Drake went from the wind for some 
time, then hauled dose by the wind, steering from S.S.E. to S.S.W. as the 
wind permitted, so that when the Ranger spoke the chase the Drake was 
scarcely perceptible. In the course of the day many large ships appeared, 
steering into the Channel, but the extraordinary evolutions of the Drake 
made it impossible for me to avail myself of these &vorable circumstances. 
Towards noon it became very squally, the wind backed from the S.W. to 
die W. The Ranger had come up with the Drake, and was nearly 
itixeasi of her, though considerably to the leeward when the wind shifted. 
The Drake was however kept by the wind, though, as I afterwards 
imderstood, they knew the Ranger, and saw the signal which she had 
(hoisted. Afler various evolutions and signals in the night, I gave chase to 
a sail which appeared bearing SAW. the next morning at a great distance. 
The chase discovered no intention to spetk with the Ranger ; she was, 
howevec, at length brought to, and proved to be the Drake. I immedi- 
ately put Lieut Simpson under suspension and arrest, for disobedience 
of my orders, dated the 26th ult, a copy whereof is here inclosed. On 
the 8th, both sh^ anchored safe in tliis Road, the Ranger having been 
absent only twenty-eight days. Could I suppose that my lettera of the 
9th and 16th current, (the first advising you of my arrival, and giving 
reference to the events of my expedition ; the last advising you of my 
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draft in favor of Monsieiir Bersolie, lor 24/)00 livres, and a8«gning 
reasona for that demand), bad not made due appearance, I would 
hereafter^ as I do now, indoae copies. Three posts have ah^ady arrived 
here from Paris, since Gompte d'OrviUiers showed me the answer which 
he received from the minister, to the letter which indosed mine to you. 
Yet you remain silent M. BersoUe has this moment informed me of the 
frtte of my bills ; the more extraordinary, as I have not yet made use of your 
letter of credit of the 10th of January last, whereby I then seemed 
entitled to call for half the amount of my last draft, and I did not expect 
to be thought extravagant, when, on the 16th current, I doubled that 
demand. Gould this indignity be kept secret I should disregard it ; and, 
though it is abeady public in Brest and in the fleet, as it a£fects only my 
private credit, I will not complain. 1 cannot, however, be silent when I 
find the puUic credit involved in the same disgrace. I conceive this 
might have been prevented. To make me completely wretched, Monsieur 
BeiBoIle has told me that he now stops his hand, not only of the necessary 
articles to refit the ship, but also of the daily provinoMi 1 know not 
where to find to-morrow's dinner for the great number of mouths that 
depend on me for food. Are then the continental ships-of-war to depend 
on the side 4>f their prizes for a daily dinner for their men f ' Publish it 
not in Gath ! ' 

^ My officers as well as men want clothes, and the prizes are precluded 
from being sold before farther orders arrive from the minister. I will ask 
yon, gentlemen, if 1 have deserved all this ? Whoever calls himself an 
American ought to be protected here. I am unwilling to think that you 
have intentionally involved me in this sad dilemma, at a time when 1 
ought to expect some enjoyment Therefore I have, as formerly, the honor 
to be, with due esteem and respect, gentlemen, yours, <fec.'' 

The copy of the letter to Lady Selkirk, to which Capt. Jones 
alludes, is in the words following. It is couched in terms as 
politic as gallaat : 

" Mangerj Brestj May 8, 1778. 
'' The Right Hon. the Countess of Selkirk. 

"Madau, 
*^ It cannot be too much lamented that in the profession of arms, the 
officer of fine feeling and of real sensibility should be under the necessity 
of vnnking at any action of persons under his command which his heart 
cannot approve ; but the reflection is doubly severe, when he finds himself 
obliged, in appearance, to oaontenance sueh actions by bis aathority. 
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'\Tb]8 hard case was mine when, on the 28d of April last, I landed on 
St Mary's Isle. Enowmg Lord Selkirk^s mterest with his king, and 
esteeming as I do his private character, I wished to make him the happy 
instrument of alleviating the horrors <^ hopeless captivity, when the brave 
are overpowered and made prisoners of war. 

^*It was, perhaps, fortunate for yon, Madam, that he was from 
home ; for it was my intention to have taken him on board the Ranger, 
and to have* detained him until, throngh his means, a general and 
£iir exchange of prisoners, as well in Europe as in America, had been 
effected. 

'* When I was informed by some men whom I met at landing, that his 
lordship was absent, I walked back to my boat, determined to leave the 
island. By the way, however, some officers, who were with me, could not 
ferbear expressing their discontent ; observing that, in America, no 
delicacy was shown by the English, wh» took away all sorts of moveable 
property — setting fire not only to towns and to the houses of the rich 
without distinction, but not even sparing the wretched hamlets and milch- 
cows of the poor and helpless at the approach of an inclement winter. 
That party had been with me, the same morning, at Whitehaven ; some 
complaisance therefore was their due. I had but a moment to think how 
I might gratify theisip and at the same time do your ladyship the least 
injury. I charged the two officers to permit none of the seamen to enter 
the house, or to hurt anything about it, — to treat you, Madam, with the 
utmost respect, — ^to accept of the plate which was offered, — and to come 
away without making a search, or demanding anything else. 

^ I am induced to believe that I was punctually obeyed ; since I am 
informed that the plate which they brought away is far short of the 
quantity expressed in the inventory which accompanied it, I have 
gratified my men; and when the plate is sold, I shall become the 
purchaser, and will gratify my own feelings by restoring it to you by such 
conveyance as you shall please to direct 

" Had the earl been on board the Ranger the following evening, he 
would have seen the awful pomp and dreadful carnage of a sea engage- 
ment ; both affording ample subject for the pencil, as well as melancholy 
reflection to the contemplative mind. Humanity starts back from sudi 
scenes of horror, and cannot suffidenUy execrate the vile promoters of 
this detestable war. 

'For ikef, 'twas lAcy iiDflheathed tbe mthlev blade, 
And Heaven shall aak the havoc it has made.' 



''The British ahip-of-war Drake, momiting twenty guna, with more than 
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her full complement of officen and men. • • • • • The ships 
met, and the advantage was disputed with great finrtitude on each side 
for an hour and four minutes when the gallant commander of the Drake 
fell, and Tictory declared in favojr of the Banger. The amiable lieutenant 
hj mortally wounded, besides near Ibrty of the inferior oflSoeis and crew 
killed and wounded. A melancholy demonstration of the uncertainty of 
human prospects, and of the sad reverse of fortune which an hour can 
produce. I buried them in a spacious grave, with the honors due to the 
memory of the brave. 

" Though I have drawn my sword in the present generous struggle for 
the rights of men, yet I am not in aims as an American, nor am I in 
pursuit of riches. My fortune is liberal enough, having no wile nor family, 
and having lived k>ng enough to know that riches cannot insure happiness. 
I profess myself a citizen of the world, totally unfettered by the little, 
mean distinctions of climate or oC country, whidi diminish the benevolence 
of the heart and set bounds to philanthropy. Before this war was begun, 
I had, at an early time of life, withdrawn fix>m sea service, in favor of 
'calm contemplation and poetic ease.' I have sacrificed not cmly my 
fiivorite scheme of life, but the softer affections of the heart, and my 
prospects of domestic happiness, and I am ready to sacrifice my life also 
with cheerfulness, if that forfeiture could restore peace and goodwill among 
mankind. 

** As the feelings of your gentle bosom cannot but be congenial with 
mine, let me entreat you, Madam, to use your persuasive art wkh your 
husband's, to endeavor to stop this cruel and destructive war, in which 
Britain never can succeed. Heaven can never countenance the barbarous 
and unmanly practice of the Britons in America, which savages would 
blush at, and which, if not discontinued, will soon be retaliated on Britain 
by a justly enraged people. Should you foil in this, (for I am persuaded 
that you will attempt it, — ^and who can resist the power of such an 
advocate!) your endeavors to effect a general exchange of prisoners, 
will be an act of humanity which will afford you golden feelings on a 
death-bed. 

** I hope this cruel contest will soon be closed ; but, should it continue, 
I wage no war with the foir. I acknowledge their force, and bend before it 
with submiasion. Let not, therefore, the amiable Countess of Selkirk 
regard me as an enemy. I am amlxtious of her esteem and ^endship, 
and would do anything, consistent with my duty, to merit it. 

*' The honor of a line from your hand, in answer to this, will lay me 
under a singular obligation; and if I can render you any acceptable 
service in France or elsewhere, I hope you see into my character so for at 
to command me without the least grain of raierve. 
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'^I wish to know ezactlj the behavior of my people ; as I determine to 
punish them, if they have exceeded their liberfy. 

^^ I am, Madam, with sentiments of the highest respect, 

** Your Ladyship's most obedient, htimble servanti 

''Paul Jokbs." 

On the Bubject of Oaptain Jonea'a offer to restore the plate 
taken from the residence of Lord Selkirk, there is a letter from 
Dr. Franklin, evincing rather a proud disposition in the Scotch 
peer, and indicative of his disinclination to accept a favor of 
the kind from Jones. It follows : — 

"^ Passy, Feb. 24th, 1119. 
" Dbab Captain, 
*' Mr. Alexander called here this morning to deliver a little message to 
be communicated to you, from Lord Selkirk. The purport was, that his 
lordship had written an answer to your letter : which answer, after having 
been detained many months in the post-office, had been sent back to him. 
That, as to the proposition of returning the plate, if it was made by order 
of Congress, or any public body, he would accept of it, and endeavor to 
make suitable returns for the &vor ; but if by a private peraon's generosity, 
the captain's, for instance, he could by no means receive it. You will 
now judge whether it is worth while to ^ve yourself any farther trouble 
about that matter. 

*^ I am, with great regard, dear Sir, 

^^ Your most obedient humble servant, 

«B. Franklik." 

On the 1st of March, 1780, Jones wrote again to Lady Selkirk, 
as follows : — 

' ^T Orient, March Ut, 1780. 

^ The Right Hon. the Countess of Selkirk, 
<&c <fec Sl Mary's Isle, Scotland. 
"Madam, 
" It is now ten or eleven months unce his Excellency Benjamin FrankHn, 
Bsq., ^Gnaster Plenipotentiary for the United States of America at the 
Court of SVsDQB, communicated to me a message horn, the earl, your 
husband, in a letter to his friend, Mr. Alexander, at Paris, in substance as 
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foDowB : — ^That he, the Earl of Selkirk, had written an answer to the letter 
that I had the honor to write to your ladyship in May, 1778, from Brest, 
respecting* yonr plate ; which answer, s^r being detained for several 
months at London, in the general postroffice, had been returned to 
Scotland. He, thevefoFS, wished Mr. Alexander to inform the concerned, 
that if the plate was. to be restored by Congress, or by any public body, it 
would be accepted, <fec ; but i^ through the generosity of an individual, 
his delicacy would scruple to receive it, &c. 

^ The true reason why I have not written to you since I received the 
above information, has been, because the plate is but now come into my 
possession from the pubhc agents; and I have, besides, been, for the 
greatest part of the time, absent from this kingdom. 

^I have now the satisfaction to inform you, that Congress has 
relinquished their real or supposed interest in the plate, and, for my own 
part, I scorn to add to my fortune by such an acquisition. As for the 
part claimed by the few men who landed with me on St. Mary's Isle, it is 
of little consequence, and they- are already satisfied. Thus you see, 
madam, that the earl's objection is removed. 

'' The plate is lodged here in the hands of Messrs. Gourlade & Moylan, 
who hold it at your disposal, and will forward it agreeable to your orders, 
by land or by water to Holland, Ostend, or any other port you think 
proper. 

^ I shall be happy, by my conduct through life, to merit the good 
opinion of the Earl and Countess of Selkirk ; for I am, with great esteem 
and profound respect, Madam, your ladyship's most obedient and mott 
humble servant, 

" Paul Jonxs." 



« Paris, Sept. 24<A, 1784. 
"To Capt Paul Jones, Paris. 
"Sir, 

'' M. the Count de Veigennes has delivered to me the letter which you 
had written to him, to ask his permission to transport by land from 
L'Orient to Calais the plate of Lady Selkirk, which you had permitted to 
be taken by your people during the last war, and which you afterward 
purchased to return to her ladyship. 

"That action, sir, is worthy of the reputation which you acquired by 
yonr conduct, and proves that true valor perfectly agrees with humanity 
and generosily. 

" It gives me pleasure to concur in the execution of this honorable 
proeeeding. 
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** I have, therefore, ^ven orders to the Fanner's General to permit the 
innsportation of the plate from L'Orient to Calais, free of duty, and yon 
may write to your correspondent at UOrient to deliver it to the director 
of the posts, who will take upon himself the care of having it transported 
to Calids, and to fulfil all the necessary formalities. 

^ I have the honor to he, Ac 

"DbCalokkk.** 



«Pam,iVoir. 8<A,1Y84. 
"" The Right Hon. the Counteas of SxIkibs. 
"Madam, 

" Since the moment when I fowid myself under the necessity to permit 
my men to demand and carry off your frunily plate, it has been my 
constant intention to restore it to you, and I wrgte to you to that effect 
frrom Brest, the moment I had arrived there ftom my expedition in the 
Irish Sea. 

" By the letter which I had the honor to write to Lork Selkirk, the 12th 
of February last, which will accompany this, I have explained the 
difficulties ^t prevented the plate fix>m being restored until that time. I 
had expectation, all the last summer, that opportunities would have offered 
to send it by sea fix>m L'Orient to London ; but being disappointed, I 
applied to government for leave to transport it through the kingdom by 
Iwd, and the Duke of Dorset has been so obliging as to write to the 
cuatom^house at Dover, requesting them to let it pass to London, without 
being opened. It is now arrived here, and will be forwarded immediately to 
your sister in London, under the lead that has been afiSxed to the case that 
eontains it, by the Farmer's General at L'Orient, and the seal of the Duke 
of Dorset, that has been affixed to it here. The charges to London are 
paid, and I have directed it to be delivered at the house of your sister. 

" I could have wished to have ended this delicate business by delivering 
the plate to you at St. Mary's Isle, in Scotland ; but I conform to the 
arrangement made between Lord Selkirk and Mr. Alexander, because I 
have no person in London whom I can charge with the transportation of the 
plate from thence. Enclosed is the inventory that I have just received from 
Mr. Nesbitt, from L'Orient, which I presume you will find to correspond 
with the one he sent last year to Lord Dare, and with the articles which 
yon put into the hands of my men. 

«I am. Madam, with sentiments of the highest respect, 
"Your Ladyship's most obedient 

^ And most humble servant^ 

*'Paui.Jokx8.'* 
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** JVoTO the Count D'Estaino, Commander of the Fleet of His Most 
Christian Majesty. 

" Paris, Dec. 18^A, 1785. 
" To Mr, Paul Jonbs, Commodore in ) 
the Navy of the United States. ) 
"Sib, 
'^It is impossible not to take advantage of jour kindness. Never lend 
me your joonial again, for I must warn you that I shall read it over and 
over, and always with renewed pleasure. It is one of the things which one 
absolutely wants to know by heart It is not only a lesson of naval and 
military heroism, but| by your conduct to Lord and Lady Selkirk, also 
one of generosity. 

" I am veiy fax from regretting the homage which I have been obliged 
to render to the engagement between the Bon Honune Richard and the 
Serapis ; and although I did not suppose, while writing it,* that it might 
be <^ any other use than that of procuring an admission into the Society 
of the Cincinnati, I can but be flattered that you have thought it proper 
to insert it among the pieces which are annexed to your journal 
" I have the honor to be, 

" With the most perfect attachment, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

" Ebtaino." 

*" London, August 4th, 1789. 
" Monsieur le ChevaKer Paul Jones, k Paris. 
"Sib, 

" I received the letter you wrote to me at the time you sent off my 
plate, in order for restoring it Had I known where to direct a letter to 
you, at the time it arrived in Scotland, I would then have wrote to you; 
but not knowing it, nor finding that any of my acquaintance at Edinburgh 
knew it, I was obliged to delay writing till I came here ; when, by means 
of a gentleman connected with America, I was told M. le Grand was your 
banker at Paris, and would take proper care of a letter for you ; therefore 
I enclose this to him. 

** Notwithstanding all the precautions you took for the easy and 
uninterrupted conveyance of the plate, yet it met with considerable debys : 
first at Calais, next at Dover, then at London ; however, it at last arrived 



• In his raeommeiidatioo of CspUiii Edwtrd Stack for admMion into the Society 
ofCiDciiiiiatL 
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at Dumfries, and I dare saj quite safe, though as yet I have not seen it, 
being then at Edinburgh. 

^ I intended to have put an article in the newspapers about your having 
returned it; but before I was informed of its being arrived, some of your 
friends, I suppose, had put it in the Dumfries newspaper, whence it was 
immediately copied into the Edinburgh papers, and thence into the London 
ones. Since that time, I have mentioned it to many people of fashion ; 
and, on all occasions, sir, both now and formeriy, I have done you the 
justice to tell, that you made an offer of returning the plate vety soon 
after your return to Brest ; and, although you yourself was not at my 
house, but remained at the shore with your boat, that yet you had your 
officers and men in such extraordinary good discipline, that your having 
given them the strictest orders to behave weU, to do no injury of any kind, 
to make no search, but only to bring off what plate was given them ; that 
in reality they did exactly as ordered, and that not one man offered to stir 
from his post on the outside of the house, nor entered the doors, nor said 
an uncivil word ; that the two officers staid not a quarter of an hour in 
the parlor and butler's pantry, while the butler got the plate together, 
behaved poHtely, and asked for nothing but the plate, and instantly 
marched their men off in regular order, and that both officers and men 
behaved in all respects so well, that it would have done credit to the best 
disciplined troops whatever. 

^ Some of the English newspapers at that time having put in confused 
accounts of your expedition to Whitehaven and Scotland, I ordered a 
proper one of what happened in Scotland to be put in the London 
newspapers, by a gentleman who was then at my house, by which the 
good conduct and dvil behavior of your officers and men was done justice 
to, and attributed to your order, and the good discipline you maintained 
over your people. ** I am, Sir, your must humble servant, 

" SBuawL*' 

So highly did Dr. Franklin and John Adams, the American 
comomisdioners to the CJonrt of France, appreciate the descent 
npon Whitehaven, that they proposed to recommend the persons 
engaged in it to the Congress, and wrote a letter to Captain 
Jones to that effect, of which the subjoined is an extract : 

^ £x(ract of a letter from their Excellencies Benjamin Franklin and 
John AdamSy to Captain John Paul Janes^ dated Poesy, August lOtA, 
1Y78. 
<* We shall recommend the men who hinded with you at Whitehaven 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 59 

to the &vor of Gongresa, because ve think they merited it ; but lett our 
reoomiDendation should miscany, we wish you to reoommend them, and 
enclose in your letter an extract of this paragraph of ours. As diey have 
done themselves so much honor in this expedition^ p^haps Ck>iigre88 
would approve of the deduction of the advance at the time of entry, which 
they all received from me, being made from their wages in America, that 
the men may have their prize money here." 

Captain Jones, indeed, according to a letter which he 
addressed to the Marine Committee of Congress, was the first 
to suggest to the American commissioners the propriety of 
rewarding the brave men who had been concerned in that 
enterprise. Less anxions about his own fortmie than that of 
those who served with him, and merited an extraordinary 
recom^nse ; he was the invariable friend of the' praiseworthy 
seamen, whose rights he was ever ready to support, and whose 
interests he never fiailed to advance, when a favorable opportu- 
nily offered itself for his interposition : 

""Brett, August 18<A, 1778. 
*^ To the Honorable the Marinx OoMMirrES. 
" Gentlemen, 

'^ It is evident from the above extract^ that the letter from which it is 
taken was written in compliance with my particular request to the 
ConmiiasionerB. It was my intention, ftom the beginning, to beseech you 
also to reoommend the men who landed with me at Whitehaven, to the 
bounty of Congress. That service being unprecedented in latter wars, 
accounts for the extreme di£Sculty which I found prevailing with the 
handful of men, who, at last, reluctantly undertook it — ^The men, however, 
have in my judgment well merited a reward, and the bestowing it liberally 
on so few would, I hope, have a happy effect in prompting others to 
attempt still greater enterprises, with such spirit and unanimity as will 
generally ensure success, and lead to the most glorious victory. 

^For me, if I have done my duty, the continued approbation of 
Congress, and the Marine Committee, will make me rich indeed, and far 
more than reward me for a life of service devoted frrom prindples of 
philanthropy, to support the dignity of human nature. 

**The Ceurt of France having made application without my knowledge 
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to the commissioneTB, that I should remain fer a little time in Europe, and 
they having consented, Ck)ngrefl8 will, I flatter myself^ approve of my 
having also consented to oblige a court, who has asked sudi a trifle, as a 
&vor, and to whom America owes such superior obligations. I will, 
however, command only under freedom's flag, which I have endeavored 
to support since it was first displayed. I wiU be always ready to return to 
America, and I hope with some improvement and increase of knowledge 
in Marine aflGurs. 

^ I am, with unfeigned sentiments of esteem, 
^ and grateful respect^ 

^ Gentlemen, yours, dpc** 

The Banger returned from her cruize, and came to anchor in 
the road of Brest, on the 9th of May, 1778. Unhappy diffeiv 
encee still prevailed between Captain Jones and his first 
lieutenant, whom he accused of disobedience of orders, and of 
incessant efforts to introduce insubordination among the seamen. 
Prior ih Captain Jones's taking conunand of the Banger, at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, his first lieutenant, whose name 
was Simpson, had instilled into the minds of the crew that 
Jones was not the real commander of the vessel ; that he was, 
indeed, to have the control during the passage, but that, on his 
arrival in France, the command was to devolve on the lieutenant 
Disquietudes arose among the men ; Jones and Simpson had 
personal quarrels ; and to such extremities were these unhappy 
differences carried, that the expedition against Whitehaven was 
near miscarrying, and the Drake escaping the capture which 
awaited her. The enterprises of Capt. Jones being out of the 
ordinary routine of naval service, the seamen did not always 
relish them ; and, carrying their notions of civil government on 
board of a man-of-war, thought they had a just claim to be 
consulted on any occasion when extraordinary duty was to be 
performed. Jones, on the contrary, was a strict disciplinarian, 
required everything to be done in time and place, and enforced 
rigid obedience to the orders of superiors. It is very probable, 
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alaO) that Lieut Simpson, underBtauduig that Jones was 
repairing to France to take the command of a vessel of a large 
class, did really believe that he was there to leave the Banger 
imder the direction of the Lieutenant, who might have supposed 
that he was to re-conduct her to America. Whatever the 
impressions of Simpson were, and whatever the deportment of 
Jones, it is certain that great jealousy and animosity prevailed 
between them, which resulted in the arrest of the former while 
navigating the Drake to a port in France. Capt. Jones accused 
Lieut. Simpson of disregarding his instructions and signals, 
and by the following written order suspended him from 
conunand: — 

" By John Paul Jones, Esq. Captain in the American Navy, dtc, 
"Sir, 

"You are hereby appointed Commander of our prize, the English ship- 
Off-var the Drake, of 20 guns. You are to put Lieut Simpson under 
arrest for disobedience of orders. You are to keep company with me, 
and to pay punctual attention to the signals delivered herewith for your 
government You are to superintend the navigation and defence of the 
ship under your command, and to support me as much as possible should 
we &11 in with and engage any of the enemy's ships. 

" The honor of our flag is much concerned in the preservation of this 
prize, therefore keep dose by me, and she shall not be given tamely up, 

" You will take your station on the Ranger's starboard quarter, at or 
about the distance of a cable's length. Should bad weather, or any 
accident, separate you from the Ranger, you are to make the best of your 
way to France, and I recommend the port of Brest to your preference. 
You will secure all the books, charts, instruments, and effects, belon^ng 
to the deceased captain and officers, drc ; for which this shall be your order. 

" Given on board the American Continental ship-of-war the Ranger, <^ 
Ushant, the 7th day of May, 1778. . 

"John Paul Jones. 
" To Lieut. Elijah Hall, of the American Navy, 
commanding the prize ehip the DraJceP 

^ I certify the above to be a true copy of the original in my poeseBsion. 
Partemouthj September 8, 1824. 
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When Capt. Jones on his arriyal at Brest with his prize, 
found it convenient to pnt the prisoners of war on board the 
Drake, he deemed it necessary to remove Lieut. Simpson to a 
ship lying in the port, called the Admiral, in which he had a 
good state-room, and liberty to walk the deck. He was, 
however, quite restless, and sent a message to the oflScers and 
crew of the Ranger, that he had been put in prison. This 
excited a considerable sensation, and such ^as Simpson's 
behavior subsequently that Jones, upon a representation of the 
necessity of it, fix)m Count D'Orvilliers, the French Admiral, 
actually placed the lieutenant in close confinement. Capt 
Jones, nevertheless, cherished no enmity to Lieut. Simpson. 
On the contrary, he afterwards assented to his liberation ; and, 
when a question arose as to who should command the Banger 
on her return to America, and it was proposed to give it to 
{mother, it was Jones who interfered in his behalf, and mrged 
the propriety of placing Lieut. Simpson in command for the 
purpose of navigating her back to Portsmouth. He accordingly 
took charge of that vessel on the 29th of July, 1778, and 
arrived at Portsmouth on the 16th of October following, having 
made several prizes on the passage home. 

The apprehension which Jones infused along the coasts of 
Great Britain and Lreland by the extraordinary boldness of his 
enterprises against Whitehaven and St Mary's Isle, and the 
captm*© of the Drake, is almost inconceivable. Look-out 
vessels were constantly kept in motion ; the public attention 
was immediately turned to the construction of fortifications; 
troops were called out ; and. the population on the sea board 
was kept in the most fearful state of alarm. The following 
paragraphs, copied from the ^^Oumherlcmd Packet^ of the 
28th April, 1778, give but a famt idea of the frightful 
impressions that Capt Jones had made upon the minds of the 
British and Lish public. 
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"LONDON.- 
(JFnm the " CmnberUvd Faeket," of April 28, 1778.) 

" Whitehaveriy Jpril 28. — Last Thursday, in consequence of the alarm 
occasioned by the Ranger privateer, Lieut. Hollingsworth, at the request 
of the merchants, took ttie command of the Hussar, James Gurloy, 
master, (a cruizer under the inspection of Charies Lutwidge, Esq.) with 
an intent to dodge the pilvateer. She sailed about 10 o^clock in the 
morning, two hottrs after which slie got sight of tlie privateer which was 
then steering to the north-westward, under an easy sail, the wind about 
N.N J^ and moderate weather. They chased her till they came within 
two or three miles, spoke a boat and sent her express to Kirkcudbright, to 
alarm the coast About 4 o'dock the ship brought to, being then about 
a league from Trough-Head. She several times altered her position, 
going off and hauling her wind occasionally, which the Hussar observing, 
acted in the same manner, being then two or three miles from her, until 
about seven, when the privateer made all the sail she could to tiie 
W.S.W. At half past nine the cruizer lost sight of her, then tacked and 
stood for Whitehaven, not knowing (it being night), but she might have 
stood for this place, in order to do more damage. 

" At daylight, perceiving she had not come here, jjiey stood towards 
Kirkcudbright, hoisted out the boat, and sent her on shore to inquire if 
any account had been received of her there. The boat returned with 
intelligence of the pirates having landed about eleven in the Ibrenoon, on 
St Mary^s Isle, and plundered the house of Lord Selkirl^ of plate, &c, to 
the amount of 650Z. 

" Friday night the Hussar returned, after looking into Wigton Bay, 
fully satisfied that the privateer had steered up the South Channel, and 
consequently quitted these coasts. 

" At the request of the Committee, the Huasar, Capt Gurl^y, sailed fVom 
hence on Sunday night for Belfast, to inquire into tiie report of the taking 
of his Majesty's sloop the Drake, after which and getting what intelligence 
he can of the Ranger privateer (or any other enemy in the channel), he 
is to return and report the same. And, at the request of the Committee, 
Capt Perry and Capt Sharpe are also, on board the Hussar in this 
necessary expedition. 

"^ David fVeeman who may, in some respects, be considered as the 
savior of this town^ says, ^ that the captain of the Ranger declared that 
the destruction of Whitehaven was his first object, seizing the person of 
Lord Selkirk was the next thing he wished, after which he would sail for 
Brest, and <m his passage, sink, bum, and destroy whatever fell in his 
way belonging to Oveat Britain.' 
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^ Other alanning intelligenoe arrived here <m Sunday morning, brought 
by the Marj Ann, Gapt Robinson, from Belfast He arrived about nine, 
and reported on oath, that, on Saturday afternoon, he spoke a boat in the 
Lough of Bel&st beloi^ing to the Draper brig of that place, who 
informed him that the Drake sloop-of-war was taken on Friday afternoon, 
and carried away to the northward. Soon after he spoke lour fishing 
boats, who all gave the same disagreeable information, having seen the 
engagement between her and three privateers, two rigged as ships, and 
the other a brig. The engagement lasted near two hours. Capt. 
Robinson further says, that soon after he got dear of the Lough, he aaw 
the above ships to the northward of him, their courses hauled up, and 
the top-sails on the cap ; but at too great a distance for him to ascertain 
their force. 

''A vessel from the Isle of Man (arrived yesterday) brings an 
account of tJle Drake having two companies of soldiers on board ; that 
she was taken by a privateer (supposed to be the Ranger) ; she made a 
stout resistance, and in the engagement lost her bowsprit and fore- 
top-mast 

^ The account of the Drake being taken was also brought expreaa from 
the shore to Belfast at 12 o'clock on Friday night The Drake sailed 
from Belfast on Friday morning full of men. 

" Four companies of the militia are now here. 

^ The guns at the forts are all cleaned and put into order ; some are 
also planted on the north wall, and the present measures, it is hoped, 
will be persevered in till the fortifications are thoroughly completed. 
A committee of gentlemen is appointed, and a subscription o[)ened, 
for defraying whatever expenses may be incurred in the defence of the 
town. 

** Sunday last, a company of gentlemen volunteers were formed for the 
protection of the town, exclusive of the ten companies of seamen, <fec. 

" The Olive-Branch, which arrived here on Saturday last brings an 
account of a large man-of-war being in the channel, and standing 
this way. 

" Saturday last, about twelve at night, a boat fiiU of men attempted to 
land at Workington. Same time a cutter stood in between the pewhes ; 
but being hailed by the people on guard, who threatened to fire on them, 
they sheered offi" 

The f611<9wing anecdote pertinent to the oecafiion, and 
illustrating the influence of the terrors inspired by the visit of 
Jones to the coast of Cnmberland, is copied from the work of 
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Mr. Henderson, who having explored the whole of Scotland, 
England, and Wales, was perlectly acquainted with that part of 
the conntry which was the scene of Capt. Jones's exploits in 17Y8. 
On a reference to Jones's account of his cruize in the Ranger, in 
a preceding page, it will be seen that the wind did change at 
the time of the clergyman's extraordinary prayer to the Divinity, 
which must have confirmed his parishioners in the belief that 
their parson was a particular fjEivorite of heaven: 

" About the time that Jones visited Whitehaven, he went round to the 
firth of Forth, and made his appearance off the harbor of Kirkaldy, a 
noted small town on the borders of Fifeshire (called by the Scotch ' lAing 
town o' Kirhaddy^ o^nng to its length). No other enemy, however 
fonnidable, could have created in the minds of the 'inhabitants such 
couBtemation and alarm as that which then approached. Paul Jones was 
the dread of all, old and young (and pamphlets of his depredations were 
as eommon in every honqe as almanacs). He was looked upon as a sea- 
monster, that swallowed up aU that came in his power, The people aU 
flocked to the shore to watch his movements, expecting the worst conse- 
quences. There was an old Presbyteiian minister in the place, a very 
pious and good old man, but of a most singular and eccentric turn, 
especially in addressing the Ddty, to whom he would speak with as much 
fiimiliarity as he would to an old &rmer, and seemingly without respect, 
as will appear from the following. He was soon seen making his way 
through the people with an old black oak ann-chair, whieh he lugged 
down to low water maii^ (the tide flowing), and sat down in it Almost 
out of breath, and rather in a passion, he then began to address the Deity 
in the following singular way : — ^ 

^ ^ Now deed Lord, dinna ye think it's a shame for ye to send this \\h 
pireet to rub our folk o' Kirkaldy ; for ye hen they're a' puir enough 
already, and hoe nojetJung to epare. They are a' gaily guid^ and it wad 
be apeety to serve them in ^ tn a vfa. The tea the wun blawsy heUl be 
here in a jiffie, and wha kens what he may do. He's nane too gutd for 
ony thing. Meickle^s the mischief he has duns already. Ony pecket 
gear they hae gathered tkegither he will gang wV the heal oU ; may bum 
their hoases, tak their vary claeSy and tirl them to the eark ; and woes 
me ! wha kem but the bluidy villain might tak their lives. The puir 
weemen ere maist freightened out o' their wutSy and the bairns skirling 
after them. I carina^ tho*lt ! Icannd! thoHt ! I houe been lang s^ faithful 
servant to ye^ Laird ; but gin ye dinna turn the wun about, and Blaw the 

5 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 LIFE OF JOHK PAUL JOKES. 

sooimdrel out of our ^ate, TU na stur a Jit, but will jtUit dt hare, until 
the tide comee and dnmns me. Sae tak yere vndl o*t! " 



When Captain Jones left the United States for France he 
nnderstood that he was destined eventoallj to* take command 
of a frigate of the first class, which had been built for the United 
States in Holland. In this he was disappointed ; and was for 
some time kept in a situation of inactivity and suspense, ill 
suited to his genius and disposition. He had been sent for to 
Paris, and had suggested a number of enterprises to the French 
ministry; but they were slow in their determinations, and 
Jones, for a time, considered himself neglected, and, in some 
degree, badly treated. His drafts on the American Commis- 
sioners, also, had been protested,^ and he felt chagrined at the 
apparent indifference shown to his claims to employment, which 
was aggravated by an opinion which he entertained that he 
was regarded at Brest as an officer in disgrace. But Captain 
Jones was not a man to yield to adverse circumstances. He 
combated every difficulty, repeated and reiterated his applica- 
tions to the minister of the French marine, wrote to Dr. Franklin, 
remonstrated with Mr. Arthur Lee, addressed himself to 
influential persons about the French court, and actually wrote 
a spirited letter to the King of France, Louis XVI., which 
doubtless had its effect. His feelings and thoughts under the 
various embarrassments which he endured, his views and 
reflections, from the period of his arrival at Brest aft;er the 
capture of the Drake, whilst at Paris, and on his return to Brest 
from that capital until his appointment to the command of the 
Bonhomme Eichard, and his return from the cruize which 

\ 

* The oommknoiien explained to Commodore Jonas that they had ncithtr 
aathority nor fondt to make the adTanoee of money which he required. They, 
howeyer, did all in their power, and e^en exceeded their inatroctions in aeabting 
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ended in the capture of the British frigate Serapis, are so well 
expressed in the subjoined letters and docmnents, that no 
apology is requisite for their insertion. Ko writer can so well 
portray the incidents of any transaction as an intelligent 
individual who is personally concerned in it, who originates it, 
and under whose control it is consummated. Captain Jones 
was particularly attentiye in committing to paper every public 
event of his life, was remarkably clear in his explanations, and 
extremely precise in communicating his sentiments to those 
with whom he corresponded : 

""Rangety Brest, March ZUt, 1778. 

^ M. De Sarhne, Minister, and Secretary of ) 
State for the Marine Department ) 

"^ HoNORBD Sir, 

^ As I have not the honor of being known to yon, I hope you will 
pardon the liberty I take of enclosing the copy of a letter from the secret 
oonmiittee of Oongrees to the American oommiasionerB in Europe. 1 mnst, 
however, acknowledge that the generous praise which is therein bestowed 
on me by Ck)ngre68, far exceeds the merit of m j services. 

^ My reason for laying this letter before you is, because 1 am destined 
by Congress to command a frigate of a very large construction lately built 
at Amsterdam, — and as political reasons made it necessaiy for that frigate 
to become French property, I am now induced to hope that on her arrival 
in France she will again become the property of America, and of course 
be put under my command. 

^ The within extract of a letter dated 10th Feb. hist, to the American 
commissioners will, I hope, prove to you the real satis&ction with which I 
have anticipated the happy alliance between France and America. — ^I am, 
sir, convinced that the capture of Lord Howe's hght ships and frigates in 
America, and the destruction of the enemy's fishery at Newfoundland, 
which might be easily effected this summer, would effectually destroy the 
sinews of their marine, for they would afterward be unable to man their 
fleet : — and as to their army in America, that must fiill of course. 

^I should be ungrateM did I forget to acknowledge the polite 
attentions and &vor8 which I have received from Ck)mpte d'Orvilliers, M. 
De la PoKse, M. la Motte Picquet, and every officer in this place. 

*^ The Admiral Count d'Orvilliers has, I doubt not^ communicated to 
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you a project of mine. I am, sir, ambitious of being employed in active 
and enterprising services ; — ^l^ut my ship is of too small a force, and doea 
not sail so (ast as I could wish. If I am successful I will return to France, 
and hope for your countenance and protection. 

^ I have addressed you, sir, with the same freedom which has ever 
marked my correspondence with Congress. The interests, of France and 
America are the same ; and as I hope to see the common enemy humbled, 
I shall be happy if I can furnish any hint whereby that event can be 
effected. Meantime, 

** I have the honor to be, 

''with profound respect, &c 



"" Brest, June l8t, 1YY8. 

^ Hb Excellency, Benjamin Franklin. 
** Honored and Dear Sir, 

''Accept my grateful thanks for your much esteemed &vor of 27th ult 
Such a mark of your good opinion and approbation really affords me the 
most heartfelt satis&ction. It shaU always be my ambition to do my 
duty as fiir as my judgment and small abilities enable me ; — ^but you will 
see by the within papers that my roses are not without thorns ; and, 
perhaps, it will seem romance that I have succeeded, which I am sure I 
should not have done had I not been my own counsellor. 

" Nothing would ^ve me more pleasure than to render essential services 
to America, in any measure which you may find expedient. Should I be 
able to lead my present crew, it can be done only by the seldom fiiiling 
bait for sordid minds, great views of interest, 

" I^ in bringing about the plan you propose, I may take the liberty to 
assure them of the protection of the French flag, in the channel, against 
enemies of superior force, with the free liberty to attack, and take under 
that sanction such of the enemy's ships of war or merchantmen as may be 
met with of equal or inferior force, perhaps I may succeed and gain them 
over by that means, nor will it be necessary to tell them our real object 

" If I am not at hberty to give them such assurances, and their home- 
sickness should continue, I could wish that such officers as may appear 
dangerously ill, might have liberty to lay doivn their commissions and 
warrants, — ^and that others may be given to men of stronger nerves, who 
would be too proud to think themselves servants by the year. I believe 
many such ;tnay be found among American subjects in France. 

"If it should be consistent to order the Boston frigate here from 
Bordeaux, perhaps such exchanges might be made as would be for the 
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interest and hannonj of the aervioe ; and we might perhaps be able to 
assemble a sufficient number of offioen to form a oonrt 

'^The Due de Ohartree has shown me sundry attentions, and expressed 
his inclination to facilitate my obtaining the ship built at Amsterdam. I 
believe I could easily obtain letters to the same effect torn the principal 
people here, but shall take no step without your approbation. If the 
prisoners should be exchanged in Europe, I beheve it would be possible to 
man that ship with Americans. I could have manned two such with 
French volunteen since I arrived. 

** The Ranger is crank, sails slow, and is of a trifling force. Most of the 
enemy's cruizers are more than a match, yet I mean not to complain. I 
demand nothing ; and, although I know that it was the intention of 
Congress to give me that ship, I am now ready to go wherever the service 
calls me. 

" If two or three &st sailing ships could be collected, there is a great 
choice of private enterprises, some of which might succeed and add more 
to the interest and honor of America, than cruizing with twice the force. 
It appears to me to be the province of our infant navy to surprise and 
spread alarms with fast sailing ships. When we grow stronger we can 
meet their fleets, and dispute with them the sovereignty of the ocean. 
These are my private sentiments, and are therefore submitted with the 
utmost diffidence to your superior understanding. 

'* I have the honor to be, &c. 

Extract of a Letter from Com. John Paul Jones to the Ameriean 
CommieeionerB at the Court of France, dated Breetj June 3, 1778. 

^ I hope you do not mean to impute to me a desire to receive presents 
of the public money, or even to touch a dollar of it for my own private 
use ; on the contraiy, I need not now assert, that I stepped forth at the 
beginning from nobler motivee. 

^ My accounts before I left America testify that I am more than 1500/. 
in advance for the puUic service, exclusive of any concern with the sloop- 
of-war Ranger ; and as for wages I have never received any. 

^ The Rules whereby Congress have been pleased to conunand me to 
regulate my conduct in the navy, authorize me to issue my warrant to 
the agent, ^c, and I humbly conceive that it is his province to furnish me 
with an estimate of the amount of expenses. A space of sixteen months 
is now elapsed since Congress thought of me, and placed under my 
conamand eeven ti$nei my present foice, leaving me at fiill tiberty how and 
where to i^ply it And if I am not now capable of supporting the 
intenal government of a single sloop-of-wari I wish that some person 
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more deaerying had my plaee, and I in America to answer fiir my 
misconduct I have * well considered,' and yet shall pernst in justifying 
the steps which I have taken, and to which you allude. 

^'I am happy in having it in my power to famish you with the inclosed 
resolution of CongreBs, respecting the capture of the enemy's ships-of-war, 
agreeably to your desire ; and, if you are in possession of any resolution 
of Congress which will authorize me to * * * * * send to America, I 
should be obliged to you for a copy of if 

P<M«y, June 6, 1YY8. 

Plan for ExpeditioM whmitted hy Com. Jones to the American PUmt 
potentiarieSj and to the French Minister of Marine. 

^' As the first proposed will be impeded for some time, in the interval a 
great variety of projects present themselves, some of which might prove 
of great utOity to France and America by distressing the conmion enemy 
at a small expense. 

^ Three very fiast sailing frigates, with one or two tenders, might enter 
the Irish channel, and biim at Whitehaven from two to three hundred 
ships, besides t^e town which contains 50,000 inhabitants; this would 
render it difficult, if not impossible, to supply Ireland with coal the 
ensuing winter. 

^ The same force would be sufficient to take the bank of Ayr in Scotland, 
and to destroy the town, or perhaps the whole shipping in the Clyde with 
the towns and stores of Greenock and Port-Glasgow, provided no alarm 
was first given at other places. The fishery at Cambletown is an object 
worthy attention, and in some of the ports of Ireland ships may perhaps 
be found worth from 150,000 to 200,000/. sterling each. 

'* It might perhaps be equally expedient to alarm Britain on the east 
side, which might be effected with equal and perhaps inferior force, by 
destroying the coal shipping of Newcastle, <kc which would occasion the 
utmost distress for fuel in London; and there are many towns of 
consequence on the east and north coasts of England and Scotland which 
are defenceless, and might be either burnt or laid under contribution. 

^'The success of either these or the like enterprises will depend on 
surprising well, and on despatch both in the attack and in the retreat ; 
therefore it is necessary the ships should sail &st, and that their force 
should be sufficient to repel any of the enemy's cruizing frigates, two of 
which may perhaps be met at a time. 

^ It is scarcely conceivable how great a panic the success in any one of 
these projects would occasion in Enghmd. It would convince the 
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w<vld thAt their ooasts aie iruliierable, and would comequentlj hurt their 
pablic credit 

^ If alarming ^e coast of Britain should be thought inexpedient, to 
intercept the enemy's West India or Baltic fleets, or their Hudson Bay 
ships, or to destroy their Greenland fisheiy are capital objects, which 
promise success if weU adopted, and any one of them might be finished 
before the first can take place." 

i>oMy, July 11, Ills. 
^'M. Dk SABTuns. 

^Mt Lobd, 

^ I should be tmgrateful, did I not letum my thanks for your kind and 
generous intentions in my fiivor. My greatest ambition would be to merit 
your future approbation, by my services against the common enemy of 
France and America. Had your first plan taken efiect, the most pleasing 
prospect of success would have been before me. But that now seems a 
distant object 

^I have no doubt but that many projects, which would promise success, 
might be formed from the hints I had the honor of sending lately for 
your inspection. Had I been intrusted with the chief command, I would 
have been responsible for the consequences. 

''I am bound in honor to communicate fidthfully to Congress the 
generous oflfer which the king now makes of lending the Epervier, in the 
mean time to be employed under my command and under the flag of the 
United States of America. I would thankfully have accepted this offer 
the moment it was communicated to me, had no difficulties occurred on 
account of the ntaation of the American funds. I have now under my 
command a dbip bound to America. On my arrival there, from the 
former confidence of Congress, I have reason to expect an immediate 
removal into one of their best ships. I hfiilB reason, also, to expect the 
chief command of the first squadron destined for an expedition. I have 
in my possession several similar appointments; and when Congiess 
sees fit to appoint admirals, I have assurances that my name will nol 
be forgot 

"" These are flattering prospects to a man who has drawn his sword only 
firom motives of philanthropy, and in support of the dignity of human 
nature. But, as I prefer a solid to a shining reputation — ^a useful to a 
splendid command, — ^I hold myself ready, with the approbation of the 
American Commipsionexs at Paris, to be governed by you in any measures 
that may tend to distress and humble the common enemy. 

^ I have the honor to be, Ac. 

"J.P.JOHKS." 
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"^ Brest, AupuBt 24, Ills. 

^Wb Highness the Prince Db Nassau. 
"My Princb, 

" The honor which you propose to do me, by accompanying me on the 
ocean, fiU^ my heart with the warmest sentiments of gratitude. 

^ When your intentions were communicated to me I had under my 
conmiand a ship bound in company with two fine frigates for America, 
where there are now two new ships of 80 guns each, and eight frigates of 
40 guns each, nearly ready for sea. 

"• On my arrival there, from the former confidence of Congress, I had 
assurance of an immediate removal into one of their best ships, and to 
have been appointed to command the first squadron which they thought 
fit to destine for any private expedition. Before I came to Europe, 
Congress honored me with several such appointments, and I had aasuranoe 
that when admirals were appointed my name would be remembered. 

" These, my Prince, were flattering prospects to a man who drew his 
sword only from principles of philanthropy and in support of the dignity 
of human nature ; and these are the prospects which I have voluntarily 
laid aside that I may pursue glory in your company. 

" Su£fer me not therefore, I beseech you, to continue longer in this 
shamefrd inactivity; such dishonor is worse to me than a thousand deaths. 
I have already lost the golden season, the summer, which in war is of 
more value than all the rest of the year. I appear here as a person oast 
off and useless, and when any one asks me what I purpose to do, I am 
unable to answer. 

" Had this been my first or second disappointment I should have said 
nothing concerning it After various other objecte had misgiven beforo I 
left Passy, which M. de Sartine had thought of to keep me employed, 
until the seheme wherein you were concerned could take pkce, I was 
ordered down here at so short a notice, that I had not time, before my 
departure, to take leave of you ; yet, on my arrival here, I found that 
what had been proposed for me was bestowed on others. I then ofiered 
to follow Count D'Orvilliers as a volunteer, agreeably to his kind inviti^on ; 
but M. de la Pr6valfye will not permit this, it not being mentioned in his 
orders. 

" I have, my Prince, been unaccustomed to ask any favors, even fit>m 
Congress, for I am not in pursuit of interest ; — ^yet, let me beseech you to 
represent my situation to the best of kings, that I may, with you, be 
forthwith enabled to pursue glory, and humble the conmion enemy of 
humanity. 

^ If the ship that was at first proposed cannot with certainty be got 
ready for sea next month, you, my Prince, can obtain another, with the 
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Epervier and the Alert, tenders. There is a fine frigate at L'Orient, built 
on the same oonstniction with the ship at first proposed, and mounted 
with eighteen-pounders. This ship has been at India, is known to sail 
&st, and may, perhaps, be obtained, till it is seen whether the other can 
be got out 

^ If this ship is refused, there are many other fine frigates newly built 
at SL Maloes, and other places, to which I hear of no commanders being 
i4)pointed. I have the greatest dependence on the generous intentions of 
that great minister, M. de Sartine, but I cannot every day intrude on him 
with letters, and, in the multipUcity and importance of his affairs, my 
concerns may escape his memory. 

" I wish for the honor of a letter from your own hand ; — ^though I 
cannot write in French, yet I understand letters which are written in that 
language ; and I have with me now a lieutenant that speaks it welL 

" My Prince, yours," Ac 



"* Brest, August 24th, IIIQ. 
^ His Excellency, Benjaiok Frankun. 

^ HONORBD AND DeAR SiR, 

"^ Had I indulged my inclination since my return, I should have already 
trended you with sundry letters. I must not, however, abuse the 
indulgent liberty which you gave me at parting, and I have, therefore, 
been more troublesome to Dr. Bancroft. 

^ I wish not to be thought too impatient, but you know, my dear sir, 
that this is the nice moment, when I ought to be either in search of 
marine knowledge with Count D'Orvilliers, or in search of honor in 
attempting some private enterprise. Before I was at hberty to go, the 
good old count pressed me much to accompany him ; but since Dr. 
Bancroft has informed me that it would be agreeable to the minister that 
I should, I have been precluded from following the fleet, as the present 
commandant has no orders for that purpose. 

"• Thus circumstanced, without employment, and, in appearance, cast oS, 
I have written the within letter to the Prince de Nassau, which I leave 
open for your perusal. Should you find the whole, or any part of it, 
improper, I beg of you to withhold it 

^ After all my disappointments, I am yet persuaded that the court had, 
from the banning, and still have, intentions in my favor, since you know 
the oonnenon was not of my seeking. 

^ I am, with the highest sense of your friendship and goodness, 

'* Honored and dear Sir, yours," &o. 
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*" Brett, August 28(A, 1778. 

^ His Excellency, Count D'Obvillibrs, General ) 

and Commander-in-Chief of the Brest Fleet ) 
^ Honored and Dear Sir, 

^' When you kindly proposed that I should accompany you on board 
the Bretagne, I had been ordered from Paris for a private expedition. I 
was, indeed, sorry that I could not then think myself at liberty to accept 
your very polite and friendly offer. 

^ Though I have not, to this moment, received a word from the minister 
since I returned here, yet I have understood, from a friend at Paris, that 
M. de Sardne at last agreed that I should embark with you. On recdving 
this information, I immediately applied to M. de la Preval6ye for a passage 
in the first ship to join the fleet ; but he says he will not permit my 
embarkation without orders from the minister, or from you. 

" This, my dear sir, is the principal reason why I now trouble you. I 
was ambitious of the honor of attending you on the first campaign, where 
you acquired so much glory ; but M. de Sartine would not then permit 
me to go. I must now, therefore, beg the favor of you, should you send 
in any vessel with letters, that you will give directions to M. de la 
Preval&ye, to permit my embarkation to join you. I ardently wish to 
attend you with my eyes, even to the pinnacle of &me, and to learn from 
so great and good a general, how I may hereafter ascend the slippery 
precipice beyond which the edifice is erected." 



" Brest, September IStk, 1778. 
" M. DE Sartine. 
^* Honored Sir, 

^ When his Excellency, Dr. Franklin, first informed me that you had 
condescended to think me worthy your notice, I took such pleasure in 
reflecting on the happy alliance between France and America, that I was 
really flattered, and entertained a gratefrd sense of the honor which you 
proposed for me, as well as the &vor which the king proposed for America, 
by putting so fine a ship of war as the Indien under my conmiand, and 
under its flag, with unlimited orders. 

" In obedience to your desire I came to Versailles ; and was taught to 
beUeve that my intended ship was in deep water, and ready for sea. But, 
when the prince returned, I received from him the account that the Indien 
could not be got afloat under three months. 

''To employ this interval uaefrdly, I offered to accompany Compte 
D'Orvilliers as a volunteer, which you thought fit to reject I had, then, 
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the sfttisfiMsticai to find that you approved, in general, of a variety of hintB 
fi>r private enterprises, whid^ I had presented for your consideration, and 
was flattered with assuranoes from M. le Ray de Chaumont and Bodwain, 
that three of the finest frigates in France, with two tenders, and a number 
of troops, should be immediately put under my command, and I should 
be at liberty to pursue such of my projects as I thought proper. But this 
fell to nothing, in the moment when I thought that the king's signature 
only was wanting. 

" Another inferior armament, fix>m L'Orient, was proposed, to be put 
under my command, which was by no means equal to the services that 
were expected from it; for speed and foroe, both requisite, were wanting. 
HappUy for me, this also fidled, and I was saved from a dreadfrd prospect 
of ruin and dishonor. 

"I had so entire a reliance that you would require nothing of me 
inconsistent with my rank and honor, that the moment you commanded, I 
came down with such haste that, although my curiosity led me to look at 
the armament at L'Orient, yet I was but three days from Fassy till I 
reached Brest. Here, too, I drew a blank. But when I saw the Lively, 
it was no disappointment, as that ship, in sailing and equipment, is fkr 
inferior to the Ranger. 

** My only, disappointment here, is being precluded embarking with 
Compte D'Orvilliers in pursuit of marine knowledge. 

" I am not a mere adventurer of fortune. Stimulated by reason and 
philanthropy, I laid aside the enjoyments of private lifb, and embarked 
under the fiag of America when it was first displayed. Li this line my^ 
desire of frone is infinite ; and I must not so fiur forget my own honor, and 
what I owe to my firiends and to America, as to remain inactive. My rank 
knows no superior in the American marine. I have long since been 
appointed to command an expedition with ^ve of its ships, and I can 
receive orders from no junior or inferior officer whatever. 

^ I have been here in the most tormenting suspense fcff more than a 
month since my return, and agreeable to your desire, as mentioned to me 
by M. de Chaumont 

** Circular letters were sent the 8th of last month from the English 
Admiralty, because they expected me to pay another visit with four ships. 
Therefore, I trust, that if the Indien is not to be got out, you will not 
substitute a foroe unequal in strength and sailing to the enemy's cruizing 
ships. 

^ I do not wish to interfere with the harmony of the French marine ; 
but if I am still Ikought worthy your attention, I shall hope for a separate 
command, with liberal ordeis : — ^i^ on the contraiy, you have no farther 
occasion for my services, I have then only to ask the Alert^ and a few 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 LIFE or JOHN PAUL JOKES. 

seamen, with permiflsion to return in that aipall veasel to America beifine 
winter. 

^I am happy to hear that the firigatea from St Malo have been 
aucoeasfiil near Shetland. Had Count D'Estaign anived in the Delawan 
a few days sooner, he might have made a most glorious and easy conquest 
Many other sucoessfiil projectB may be adopted from hints which I had the 
honor to draw up, and if I can still furnish more, or execute any of those 
frmushed, so as to distress and humble the oonunon enemy, it will afford 
me the truest satisfiM^tion. 

'^ I am ambitious to merit the honor of your friendship, and am fully 
persuaded that I address a noble-minded man who will not be offended 
with the honest freedom which has always marked my correspondence. 
^ I have the honor to be, with great respect, ^c" 

Extract to His Excellency Benjamin Fsankun, dated 

^ Brest, September 14, lllS. 
''Honored and Dbab Sir, 

" I yesterday took the resolution to write the inclosed explicit letter to 
the minister. I should not have mentioned my rank, had it not been 
hinted that it was proposed to send me from St Maloes under conunand 
of French heutenants. The frigates were sent in consequence of a hint 
from me, and though I am n^lected, I hope they have been very 
BuooessfuL 

'^ It is vain for the minister to pretend he has no ships to bestow, as I 
know to the contraiy." 

Extract of a Letter to the same, dated 

"* Brest, September 18, 1778. 
*'I have seen the Fox, mounting 24 guns (taken formerly by the 
Hancock and Adams), and would accept of that ship attended by the 
Alert, unless something better is immediately bestowed. I shall, with 
this command, expect unlimited orders." 

Extract of a Letter to the same, dated 

<< Brett, Nwemher 27, 1778. 

^Lieut Amid has exercised with me patience for four months in this 
place, without society or hospitality. 
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"Let them give me but powers^ and I will find a ship and men without 
loes of time. I will undertake, if necessary, at the risk of my private 
property, that the seamen's wages shall be either paid from the public 
funds in America, or from the part of prizes usuaUy claimed by the 
American Government 

*^ Your silence has hurt me ; though I am sensible I owe much to your 
good offices and wishes. 

" I have read and considered well all my past letters, and find nothing 
that I wish I had omitted, or that I conceive could have altered any person 
before my friend." 

« Brest, September 21, HIS. 

^ Bis Royal Highness le Due de Chabtrbs. 
"My Prince, 

** I should be ungrateful did I not entertain the deepest sense of the 
obligation which you conferred on me by your letters to the Palais Royal 
sad Versailles, in June last 

" I was at that time happy in being sent for privately to his Excellency 
Dr. Franklin, at the desire of M. de Sartine, who proposed to bestow on 
me a very honorable command. 

** I was flattered with the assurances that three frigates, two tenders, 
and a number of troops, should be immediately put under my command, 
to pursue such projects as I thought proper. This plan frdled. Another 
was proposed where the force was unequid to what was expected from the 
service. Happily for me this also failed. 

''I was then ordered to the conmiand of the Lively to join some 
frigates on an expedition frt>m St Haloes. I arrived in Brest in three 
days from Passy,* and found the Lively had been given to another ; but 
this disappointment pleased me, when I found that the Lively was quite 
inferior to the Ranger. 

" I do not wish to interfere with the harmony of the French marine ; 
but we fight in a common cause, and it is the interest of both to distress 
and humble an enemy who arrogates to himself the sovereignty of the 
ocean. I could have been serviceable had my hands been at hber^ in the 
summer. 

" I would aeoept of the as a , rather than undei^ 

the mortification of returning to America unemployed, after having 
written to Congress that I am detained in Europe by the particular desire 
of the Court of France. If the minister has no fiurther occasion for my 
services, I have then only to ask permission to have the Alert, and to 
cany with me to America his good opinion, before the winter. 

''As, in my present mysterious situation here, I am considered an officer 
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m diflgraoe, I am peisoaded I need make no fiurther apology to a brave 
officer and a noble minded prince for the liberty I take. 

"^ The honor your letters procored me at the Palaya Royal, will be ever 
remembered with gratitude. 

^ Ambitious to merit your fiiendship and fiivor, 

^ I am, with gr^ esteem and profound respect, Ac*' 

''Brett, October 19, 171B. 
^ His Excellency Bksjakiv Franklin. 
''Honored and Dkar Sir, 

" I hope you will find the within letter (to the king) entirely free from 
asperity or ill nature. I have been, and am in the eyes of Brest and the 
French marine, considered as having incurred your displeasure, and being 
consequently in disgrace. 

'' The Commissioners* refusal of my bill, my journey to Paris without 
any visible reason, the cabals and misrepresentations of Lieutenant 
Simpson, and my present inactivity, are held to be so many drcumstantaal 
proofe ; and my dishonor is now so firmly believed everywhere that it is in 
vain for me to assert the contrary; such a situation destroys my peace of 
mind, and is incompatible with my sensibility, yet I am fiur more afiSdcted 
by the indignity that has been shown through me to yourself and to 
America, than on my own account 

'' My heart cannot forgive the minister, till he makes whole my injured 
honor by a direct apology, and atonement for the past 

^ My letter to Uie king cannot, I think, do hann, and unless you 
disapprove it, I beg that it may have course. The Duchess de Chaitres 
will, I am persuaded, undertake to deliver it into the king's hands, and as 
you may not think fit at present to appear in the business, either the 
Due de Rochefacault or your grandson will oblige me by waiting on her 
at the Palays Royal. The Due de Rochefacault as he undentands Eog^iah 
well, and is acquainted with the circumstances, would oblige me much if he 
could be present when the letter is presented to the king. I do not wish 
to trouble the Due de Chartres about this affiiir, as that brave Prince has 
undeservedly met with vexations of his own. Let not your delicacy 
prevent my having the honor of hearing from you, for so &r am I from 
blaming you as the cause of my unhappineBs,*that I am entirely convinced 
that you had no other motive than my honor and promotion as cour 
sistent with the public good. I am consequently with the veneration and 
affection of a son who ardently wishes to render himself worthy your 
r^ard, 

^ Honored and dear Sir, 

** Yours, Ac 
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"^ Brest, October 19, Ills. 

** Wb Most Christuii Majesty, Louis, 

King of France and Navarre. 
"Sire, 

" After my return to Brest in the American ship-of-war the Ranger 
from the Irish Channel, his Excellency, Dr. Franklin, informed me by 
letter, dated June Ist, that M. de Sartine, having a good opinion of my 
conduct and braveiy, had determined, with your Majesty^s consent and 
approbation, to give me the command of the ship-of-war the Indien which 
was built at Amsterdam for America, but afterwards for political reasons 
made the property of France. I was to act with unlimited orders under 
the commission and flag of America. And the Prince de Nassau 
proposed to accompany me on the ocean. 

" I was deeply penetrated with a sense of the honor done me by this 
proposition, as well as of the fsavor which your Majesty intended thereby 
to confer on America, and I accepted the offer with the greater pleasure 
as the Congress had sent me to Europe in the Ranger to command the 
Indien, before the ownership of that vessel was changed. 

"The minister desired to see me at Versailles, to settle future plans of 
operations, and I attended him for that purpose. I was told that the 
Indien was at the Texel, completely armed and fitted for sea, but the 
Prince de Nassau was sent express to Holland, and returned with a very 
different account — ^the ship was at Amsterdam, and could not be got afloat 
Off armed before the September equinox. 

"The American plenipotentiaries proposed that I should return to 
America; and as I had befen appointed repeatedly to the chief command 
of an American squadron to execute secret enterprises, it was not doubted 
but that Congress would again show me a preference. M. de Sartine, 
however, thought proper to prevent my departure by writing to the 
plenipotentiaries (without my knowledge), requesting that I might be 
permitted to remain in Europe, and that the Ranger might be sent back 
to America under another commander, he having special sernces which 
he wished me to execute. This request they readily granted, and I was 
flattered by the prospect of being enabled to testify by my services my 
gratitude to your Majesty as the first prince who has so generously 
acknowledged our independence. 

" There was an interval of more than three months before the Indien 
could be got afloat To employ that period usefully, when your majesty's 
fleet was ordered to sail from Brest, I proposed to t^e minister to embark 
in it as a volunteer, in pursuit of marine knowledge. He objected to this, 
but at the same time approved of a variety of hints for private enterprises, 
which I had drawn up for his consideration. 
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^' Two gentlemen were appointed to settle with me the plans that were 
to be adopted — ^who gave me assurance that three of the best frigates in 
France, with two tenders, and a nmnber of boats, should be immediately 
put under my command, and to pursue such of my own projects as I 
thought proper; but this fell to nothing, when I believed that your 
majesty's signature only was wanting. 

" Another armament, composed of cutters and small vessels at L'Orient, 
was proposed to be put under my oonmiand, to alarm the coasts of 
England, and check the Jersey privateers ; but happily for me this also 
£iiiled, and I was saved from ruin and dishonor ; for, as I now find, all the 
vessels, sailed slow, and their united force was veiy insignificant. 

"The minister then thought fit that I shoul^ return to Brest to 
command the Lively, and join some frigates on an expedition from St 
Malo to the North Sea. I returned in haste for that purpose, and found 
that the Lively had been bestowed at Brest^ before the minister had 
mentioned that ship to me at Versailles. This was, however, another 
fortunate disappointment, as the Lively proves, both in saihng and 
equipment, much inferior to the Ranger, but more especially if it be true, 
as I have since understood, that the minister intended to give the chief 
command of the expedition to a lieutenant, which would have occasioned 
a very disagreeable misunderstanding ; for, as an officer of the first rank 
in the American marine, who has ever been honored with the favor and 
friendship of Congress, I can receive orders from no inferior officer whatever. 
My plan was the destruction of the English Baltic fleet, of great conse- 
quence to the enemy's marine, and then only protected by a single frigate ! 
I would have held myself responsible for its success had I commanded the 
expedition. 

" M. de Sartine afterward sent orders to Count D'Orvilliers to receive 
me on board the fleet, agreeable to my former proposal, but the order did 
not arrive until after the departure of ihe fleet the last time from Brest, nor 
was I made acquainted with the circumstance before the fleet returned here. 

" Thus have I been chained down to shameful inactivity for nearly five 
months. I have lost the best season of the year, and such opportunities 
of serving my countiy and acquiring honor as I cannot again expect this 
war; and, to my infinite mortification, having no command, I am 
considered everywhere an officer cast o% and in disgrace for secret 
reasons. 

" I have written respectful letters to the minister, none of which has he 
condescended to answer. I have written to the Prince of Nassau with as 
little efiect) and I do not understand that any apology has been made to 
the great and venerable Dr. Franklin, whom the minister has made the 
instrument of bringing me into such unmerited trouble. 
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^HsTiiig written to OongreBS to reserve no command for roe in 
America, mj senaibilily is the more affected by this unworthy situation in 
the sight of your majesly's fleet I however make no remark on the 
treatment I have received. 

^ Although I wish not to become my own panegyrist, I must beg your 
ma^ty's permission to observe, that I am not an adventurer in search of 
fortune, of which, thank God, I have a sufficiency. 

" When the American banners were first displayed, I drew my sword in 
support of the violated dignity and rights of himian nature ; and both 
honor and duty prompt me steadfastly to continue the righteous pursuit^ 
and to sacrifloe to it not only my private enjoyments, but even life, if 
neoeesaiy. I must acknowledge that the generous praise which I have 
received from Congress and othen, exceeds the merit of my past services^ 
fherefwe I the more ardently msh/or future opportunities of testifying 
my gratitude by my activity, 

" As your majesty, by espousing the cause of America, has become the 
^protector of the rights of human nature,' I am persuaded that you will 
not disregard my situation, nor suffer me to remain any longer in this 
insupportable disgrace. 

^ I am, with perfect gratitude and profound respect, 
"Sire, 
" Your Majesty's very obKged, very obedient, 

"And very humble servant, 

"J.P.JOKBS.* 



*" Brest, October 19th, 1778. 
''To Madame la Duchesse de Chartrbb. 
"Madam, 
" The business which brought me from Brest to Paris last summer, 
when I had the pleasure of paying my respects to your royal highness^ 
afforded me a very fiiir prospect of being enabled immediately to pay a 
much more successful visit to the enemy's coast than that from whidi I 
was then returned. I appeared at Versailles by the particular desire of 
M. de Sartine, who, in consequence of the high opinion he professed to 
have of my conduct and braveiy, voluntarily proposed (as I understood 
with the consent and approbation of his majesty), to bestow on me a very 
honorable command ; he having written a letter to their excellencies the 
American plenipotentiaries requesting as a favor that I might be permitted 
to remain in Europe. Yet the minister has made no apology for all this, 
either to myself (who did not seek after the commission), nor to his 
excellency Dr. Franklin, through whom it was accepted. 

6 
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^ I had the honw to faraish the miiuater with a number of plans, wbidi 
he approved, for secret expeditions, but the various armaments which have 
been proposed to be put under my command to pursue my own projects, 
every one of these armaments have fiillen to nothing, some of them even 
at the moment when I was taught to believe that the king's signature 
alone was wanting. Thus have I been trifled with for nearly five months, 
the best season of the year, and such opportunities of serving my country 
and acquiring honors, as I again expect in the course of the war, are lost 
I have written to Congress to reserve no command for me in America, 
and to my inexpressible mortification, having no command here, I am 
oonsidered everywhere as an officer in disgrace. I am not an adventurer 
in search of fortune ; on the contrary, I laid aside my enjoyments of privato 
life, and drew my sword at the commencement of this war only in support 
of the dignity and violated rights of human nature ; and honored as I am 
with the favor and fiiendship of Congress, both honor and duty prompt 
me steadfastly to persevere till these rights are established, or lose my life 
in the righteous pursuit. But as I see no prospect of being soon relieved 
from this unworthy situation, I have written the enclosed letter to his 
majesty, which I must beseech your royal highness to present, — ^you will 
thereby add a singular obligation to what I already owe to your former 
condescending attention. I should be extremely happy to succeed through 
the influence of so amiable a princess and so powerful an advocate, whom 
I perfectly esteem and respect, being truly and always in the artless 
nneerity of my heart, 

^^ Madam, 

** Your Boyal Highness's very obedient, 

^ and very humble servant, 

"J.P.Jones.'' 



"^ Brest, November IZih, 1Y78. 
'^The Hon. Robert Morris, Phikdelphia. 
" Honored and Dear Sir, 

" My fortune has been so chequered since I left Quiberon Bay, that I 
oould have sent you no general account of my situation that would not 
have given you more pain than pleasure, and I know that you have 
vexaiiona enough of your own. 

The within papers will show that my roses have not been without a 
superabundance of thorns, and perhaps it will appear romance that I have 
succeeded under circumstances ; which I am sure I should not have done 
had I not been my own counsellor. 

" I have been hece in the most disagreeable situation for five months. 
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It has been uiged that the rules of the service will not admit of giving 
me command of ships detached from the royal marine : — but the great 
obstacle is, that the French officers (though they would ^dly think me 
in disgrace) are stung to the soul, and cannot look at me here but with 
livai eyes, their cabals are so high and dangerous that the minister really 
canno^ and dare not do what he wishes. He has, however^ authorised 
M, de Chaumant to purchase a ship to my likmg, if to be found in any 
private dock or yard in France. 

" What the result of this may be I know not, but I hope it will set me, 
before the spring, once more afloat 

*' It has been to me a most unfortunate connexion, and has, I fear, 
created me some enemies through jealousy, and because I am bound in 
honor not to publish the particulars. 

" I submit the whole to your discretion, with entire confidence as the 
guardian of my honor, to whom I owe the most singular obligations. 

^ I shall have the honor to write you by future opportunities an account 
of what fortune attends me. Meantime, beUeve me, 

" I am, with real esteem and affection, 

" Dear Sir, youxs," Ac 

" Brest, N(yomher 2\st, 1Y78. 
^ His Excellency, Arthub Lbk. 
"Sir, 

"• I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th current. It is 
my duty, and will ever afford me pleasure, to give every satisfactory 
information in my power respecting any circumstance that regards the 
public interest, and my conduct as an American officer. In my letter of 
the 3d of June to the commissioners, I was very particular in accounting 
for the prizes I had taken. On my way firom America to Nantz, I took 
two brigs laden with fruit, from Malaga, for London. The one of which 
you inquire arrived at Nantz, and was sold very cheap by Messrs. Morris 
and Williams, the captors' moiety of which iras paid them in February, 
agreeable to your letter. This is all that eame within my knowledge ; 
but I have understood, and believe, that the latter a<9ted hi that business 
by virtue of the authority which he received frotn Ihe former, to whom I 
made application on my arrival Should any farther«ccount be neeessary, 
I am always ready to give it as fiir as it lays in my power. 

*^ If Mr. Lee will for a moihent necur to my tetter tc^ him, dated on 
board the Ranger the 26th of February last, he will ihid no reason to 
ehaige me with want of due respect The handbfll thai was enclosed, by 
which I became accountable to those who eatsrsd to serve under my 
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command /or the regular payment of their toages, having been approved 
of bj the Marine Committee (as certified to me under their aecretary's 
hand), the public faith was thereby pledged to put it in my power, else I 
should have found other means to fulfil that engagement And this 
appears to have been Mr. Lee's opinion, when he wrote with his own hand 
a letter of credit in my favor, at Passy, the lOfli of January last, now 
before me. 

^ The handful of men under my command had been led through many 
dangers of storms and enemies, and, though in want of clothing and 
money, were returned with some credit to Brest, yet when, on the 16Ui 
of May, I ventured to sign my first draft on the public funds for their 
relief, agreeable to my letter of advice, my signature was dishonored. 

*' Neither Dr. Frankhn nor Mr. Adams were acquainted with my 
engagement to the crew ; but Mr. Lee, who had been better informed, 
concurred to dishonor my draft, and left me with two hundred prisoners 
of war, a number of sick and wounded, an almost naked crew, and a ship, 
after a severe engagement, in want of stores and provisions, from the 9th 
of May till the 13th of June, destitute of any public support ; yet I found 
means to cure my wounded, feed my people, to refit the ship, and guard 
my prisoners. 

'' The dishonor that had been done me was known through the French 
fleet and elsewhere ; yet, though I was the first that had appeared at 
Brest and obtained from France the honors due the American flag, I made 
no public complaints, and only expressed my concern by letter to the 
conmiissionerB, at the disgraceful wound which the public credit had 
suffered through me. And now I beg leave to ask Mr. Lee if I have 
deserved such treatment ? 

" The wretched situation of the crew occasioned murmuring, which was 
artfully fomented by an officer in disgrace, who succeeded too well in 
persuading the people that I had deceived them, and that they should 
cast the whole blame upon me, as the hindrance to their receiving wages, 
prize-money, and bounties. In this agitation of their minds he obtained 
from them certificates, iso. to the commissioners in his fiivor. 

^ These poor men were at last dragged away without clothing, having 
only received at Brest eight or nine crowns each, as prise money, the 
moment of their departure, and not being allowed time to lay out that 
trifle, and imprecating general curses on the public service, public agents, 
and all concerned. 

^ This is not the way to establish a navy. Congress has made laws 
for its internal govemmenti and appointed the officen alone as magistrates 
to put than into execution. The standing order of the Marine Committee 
has been to preserve strict discipline in the fleet, and all applications of 
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complaint^ either against individualB or numbers, they have rejected 
widiout answer. It not being, as they have told me, the provinoe ef the 
cavil power to interfere in the internal govenunent of ships of war. And 
you may now seej that listening to the people of the Rwrtger^ instead of 
doing good^ has destroyed even the shadow of subordination, 

^ Mr. Amiel has told me that you objected to my receiving copies of 
some papers that concern ma^- because you thought I had not made a 
respectful application. A copy of it is enclosed, which, though not m 
form of an humble petition^ I believe it will be difficult to construe into 
disrespect True respect can never be extorted ; and I vnll say of myself 
that 

' The tribute of respect to greatnen due. 
Not the bribed sycophant more freely pays.' 

** I shall only add, that the dishonor of my bill of exchange has not 
only served to corroborate the ungrateful misrepresentations of Lieut 
Simpson, but also occasioned the infamous attachment of ihe Ranger's 
prizes, for the provisions previously furnished by M. BersoUe. 

^ I thank you, sir, for your polite attentions while I was at Paris last 
winter, which I received as a proof of your good opinion, and which I 
have not since fi>rfeited by any misconduct 

^ The apparent mystery of my present situation cannot be imputed to 
me as a &ult, or if it is, I am responsible to Congress. I have 
endeavored, in my narrow walk, to pursue a steady line of duty, wishing 
to offend none. 

** I have the honor to be, 

" With due respect, Sir, yours," &c 



** Versailles^ February 4thy 1779. 

"JoHK F. Jones, Esq., Commander of) 
the American Navy in Europe. ) 
"Sir, 

" I announce to you, that, in consequence of the expotution which I 
have laid before the king, of the distinguished manner in which you have 
served the United States, and of the entire confidence which your conduct 
has merited on the part of Congress, his majesty has thought proper to 
place under your conunaad the ship Duras, of forty guns, at present at 
L'Orient I am abou^ in consequence, to issue the neoeesary orders for 
the complete armament of the said ship. The commission which was 
given you at your departure from Ameiicay will authorise you to hoist the 
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flag of the United States, and you will likewise serve yomself witih tihe 
powers which have been remitted to 70a to form your equipage with 
American subjects ; but as you may find too much difficulty in raising a 
sufficient number, the king peimitB you to levy volunteer until you obtain 
a sufficient number, exclusive of those who are necessary to manoeuvre the 
ship. It shall be my care to procure you the necessary officers, and you 
may assure yourself that I shall contribute everything in my power to 
promote the success of your enteiprise. 

^ As soon as you are prepared for sea, you wiQ set sail without wuting 
for any ulterior orders ; and you will determine yourself the course you 
are to take, whether in the European or American seas, observing always 
to render me an exact account of each event that may take place during 
your cruize, as often as you may enter the ports under the dominion of 
the king. 

^ So flattering a mark of the confidence with which you are honored 
cannot but encourage you to use all your zeal in the conmion cause, 
persuaded, as I am, that you will justify my opinion on every occasion. 
It only rests with me to reconmiend to you to show to those prisoners 
who may &11' into your hands, those sentiments of humanity which the 
king professes towards his enemies, and to take the greatest care not only 
of your own equipage, but also of aU the ships which may be placed under 
your orders. 

^ I have the honor to be, most perfectly. Sir, 

" Your very humble and very obedient servant, 

^' Db Sartikb. 

" P.S. According to your desire. Sir, I consent that the Duras takes the 
name of the Bon Homme Richard.'^ 



" Passy, Feb, 6<A, 1119. 

^ M. de Sartinx, Minister of Marine, Versailles. 
" My Lord, 

" I have had the honor to receive your excellency's letter dated the 1st, 
by the hands of Mr. Gamier. I take the earliest opportunity to offer you 
my sincere and grateful thanks for so singular and honorable a mark of 
your confidence and approbation. 

^ It shall be my duty to represent in the strongest terms to Congress, 
the generous and voluntary resolution which their great ally, the protector 
of the rights of human nature, and the best of kings, has taken to 
promote the honor of their flag, and I beseech you to assure his Majesty 
that my heart is impressed with the deepest sense of the obligation whidi 
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I owe his oondeBoendisg fieiyor and good opinion, and which it shall he 
my highest ambition to merit, by rendering eveiy service in my power 
to the common cause ; I cannot ensure success, but I will endeavor to 
deserve it 

*' I beg leave to assure your &oelIency, that I vrill carefully observe 
your present as well as future instructions, and that I will communicate to 
you from time to time a £dthful account of my proceedings. 

^ I will avail myself of the authority which you have given me to raise 
French volunteere to serve as marines, as I fear there may not be easily 
foond a sufficient number of American seamen. 

^ It has alwap been my custom to treat my people and prisoners with 
hospitality and kindness, and you may be assured that I shall ever take 
pleasure in promoting the happiness of eveiy peison under my command. 

** Your having permitted me to alter the name* of the ship has given 
me a pleasing opportunity of paying a well merited compliment to a great 
and good man to whom I am under obligations, and who honors me with 
has friendship. 

'^ I am in the fulness and grateful affection of my heart, and with 
perfect esteem and respect, 

"My Lord, 

"Yours, Ac." 

** Paris, April 27, 1779. 
** Captain John Paul Jonbs, Commander, ^c. 

" Your obliging letter, my dear Sir, is just coming into my hands, as 
I was myself going to write you by M. de Chaumont, who is determined 

* It M a fact not generally known, that the late John Paul Jones, at the time that 
he was attempting to fit out a small squadron daring the late war in one of the porta 
of France te cruize on the coast of England^ was much delayed by neglects and 
disappointments from the Court that had nearly frustrated his plans. Chance one 
day threw into his hands an old almanac, containing Poor RiehartTt Maxinu, by 
Doctor Franklin. In that curious assemblage of useful instruction a man Is advised, 
" if he wishes to have any business faithfully and expeditiously performed, to go on 
it himself ; otherwise, to send." Jones was immediately struck, upon reading this 
maxim, with the impropriety of his past conduct in only tending letters and 
mesisgos to Court when he ought to have gone in person. He instantly set out, and 
by dint of personal representations, procured the immediate equipment of the 
squadron, which afUrwards spread terror along the eastern eoast of England, and 
with which he so glorioail|r captured the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, 
British ships-of-war returning from the Baltic. In gratitude to Dr. Franklin's maxim 
he named the principal ship of his squadron after the name of the pretended almanac 
mAtti, "Le Bon Honme Biehard" 
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to undertake a journey to L'Oiient : — ^I think you are eztremdlj ti^ in 
refusing such guns as would expose your reputation, the Eves of your 
men, and even the honor of your flag ; it is not without conoem that I 
hear of cannon being promised to any other people but you, and' I Iiopb 
these difficulties shall be raised by the ministry. I am just going to add 
some lines to M. de Chaumoht that he might take proper orders (if any 
forgotten) along with him. The expedition I want to have soon dona^ 
because my speedy return about the middle of the summer is somewhat 
useful to the common cause and to the American affidrs ; I therefore hope 
everything will be ready towards the 7th of the next month, and I intend 
to arrive about that time. I am very happy to hear that the Monsieur 
will be with us, we shall also get the Allianeey but^ I think, we must not 
if possible put troops on board of her, because there woidd be disputes 
between the land officers and Capt Landais. Don't you think, my dear 
Sir, we might have them divided in this way : 

^On board the Bon Homme Richard 50 dragoons and 

150 soldiers, 20# 

" On board the ifonwewr, 300 

"On board the Pallae, the artillery and . . . 150 

" If you don't like it^ you might have 150 men on board of the Alliancej 
but I fear disputes. 

"M. de Chaumont will make the little arrangements for the table <^ 
the officers, ^c ; but I direct him to take your ideas, and I don't wish 
anything but what will seem to you the best calculated for the commxm 
good and your own agreement 

" I will have with me a colonel, a major, three volunteering officers, 
and an engineer : two of the young officers may go with another ship to 
acvoid the crowd. 

" Though this command is not equal to my military rank, the love ci 
the public cause made me very happy to take it ; and as this motive is 
the only one which conducts all my private and public actions, I am sure 
FU find in you the same zeal, and we shall do as much and more than 
any others would perform in the same situation. Be certain, my dear 
Sir, that I'll be happy to divide with you whatever share of glory may 
expect us, and that my esteem and affection for you is truly felt, and will 
last for ever. 

" I am, my dear Sir, with a sincere regard, 

«TouiB, 

"Lafatxttk. 

'^I intend also to take Dr. Bancroft with us, but. as I am obliged to 
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feftve nuiny good officers to whom I am indebted, Fd rather wish the Irish 
gentleman mi^t not oome, unless you have a very particular affection for 
him, in which case I have no objection.'^ 

''Jj'Orienty May 1,1119. 
^ IBb fixceOency M. Dx SAnnNs, &c 
"My Low), 

" I have this day had the honor to receive from the hands of M. de 
Chatmaont y«ir Excelleney'a letter of 27th ult. This unsolicited mark of 
bis Majesty's confidence and favor lays me under the deepest and most 
lasting ohygation ; the sense whereof I shall fully retain to the last hour 
of my life. 

''HI hsfve any abilities they shall be exerted to the utmost in the 
employment of the force entrusted to my command, and I hope my 
conduct will at leasi deserve success. 

''I am persuaded that no misunderstanding will arise between the 
olher* commander and myself because we love and esteem each other, 
Uierefore it only remains that I return your Excellency sincere and 
grateful thanks for your polite and kind attention, beseeching you to 
assure the best of kings that I will faithfully communicate to Congress an 
account of the great honor done in France to the American flag. 

''I am, and shall always be, with sentiments of grateful esteem 
and respect^ and the highest ambition to merit the continuance of your 
fJAvor, « 

«MyLord,<fcc 

"J. P. JONKS." 

''L'Orient, May 1,1119. 
** Major General Dx La Fatsttb, 

''I have, my dear Marquis, this day had the singular pleasure of 
recdving your very esteemed letter by the hands of M. de Chaumont; so 
flattering and affectionate a proof of your esteem and friendship has made 
an impression on my mind that will attend me while I live. This I hope 
to prove by more than words. Where men of fine feelings are concerned 
there is seldom misunderstanding ; and I am sure I should do violence to 
my sensibility if I were capable of giving you a moment's pain by any 
part of my conduct Therefore, without any apology, I shall expect you 
to point out my errors when we are together alone with perfect freedom, 
and I think I dare promise you your reproof shall not be lost 

• The Maniais de La&yecie. 
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" M. de Chaumont is now endeaToring to settle matters with respect to 
tbe cannon. I hope lie wiU succeed, and if so, the Bon homme Richard 
may soon be got ready. I could say more with respect to the accommoda- 
tion of the men. I hope no difficulty will arise, for she can cany 350 or 
400, should there be occasion. 

^ I have received from the good Dr. Franklin instructions at large 
which do honor to his liberal mind, and which it will give me the truest 
satis&ction to execute. 

" I cannot ensure success, but will endeavor to deserve it 

*^ With sincere esteem and affection of my heart, and with the truest 
regard and respect, I am always, 

"Yours, Ac" 

"X'Onmtjifay 1, 1119. 
" His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
"Honored and Dear Sir, 

** The letter I had the honor to receive from you to-day, together with 
your liberal and noble minded instructions, would make a coward brave. 
You have called up every sentiment of pubUc virtue in my breast, and it 
shall be my pride and ambition, in the strict pursuit of your instructions, 
to deserve success. 

'* Be assured that very few prospects could afford me so true a satis&c- 
tion as that of rendering some acceptable service to the common 
cause, and at the same time relieving from captivity (by furnishing the 
means of exchange,) our unfortunate fellow subjects from the hands of 
the enemy. 

" It only remains for me to return your excellency my thanks for past 
instances of your friendship, especially in the last of your particubir 
confidence. 

" I am, and shall be to the end of my life, with the most affectionate 
esteem and respect, 

" Honored and Dear Sir, Yours." 

" V Orient, May IZth, 1779. 
* The Hon. John Adams, on board the Alliance. 
"Sir, 
"You will confer on me a singular obligation by fiivoring me with your 
opinion and advice, respecting the unhappy misunderstanding which, I am 
told, prevails on board the Alliance. I ask your advice beoiuse, though 

1 am determined to preserve order and discipline where I command, yet I 
wish to reprove with moderation, and never to punish while there remaim 
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a good alternative. It appean that there la fiuilt at least in one of the 
parties, and I wish mudi to know where the &ult lies, for without 
harmony and general good will among the officers I cannot proceed with 
a good "prospect I beseech you to &yor me with an answer as soon as 
possible. When I have the honor of seeing you ashore I will put into 
jour hands a letter which I have received ; in the mean time, if you 
Tequire it, I will promise to keep your answer a secret 

" I have- the honor to be, with sentiments of great respect, 
" Sir, your very obliged, very obedient^ 

" Humble servant" 

'' Fassy, May 9th, 1119. 
^ Hon. JoHK Paul 'Jonis. 

^Deab Sib, 

*^ I received yours of the 14th, and communicated to the marquis what 
fdatfid to him. I send you enclosed two more commissions, which I have 
found since your departure. It is difficult to revoke commissions once 
given, and there might be some inconvenience in French officers retaining 
those commissions unrevoked, after the occasion of giving them is past ; I 
thertfore am of opinion that the conclusion might be better thus, 'to 
continue in force during the expedition, or expeditions, intended under the 
command of the honorable J. P. Jones, Esq.' By this means they will 
continue if you should make more expeditions, and become void of 
themselves when the force is dissolved, and the French ships are withdrawn 
from under your command. 

^ I am sorry for, and ashamed of the divisions on board the Alliance. 
I hope these commissions will enable you to compose them. I do not 
know enough of the navy law to judge of the propriety of your giving 
commissions to lieutenants, and therefore can give no opinion about it I 
send you aU the warrants I have; will they not serve instead of 
commissions, till such can be obtained? My best wishes attend you, 
being ever, 

"Dear Sir, 

^ Your &ithful Mend, and most 

*^ Obedient bumble servant, 

"B.Frahklin." 

'' Paris, May 22d, 1779. 
^The Hon. John Paul Jokxs. 

"Dear Sib, 

^ I dare say you will be very sony to hear that the king's dispositions 
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oonceming our plan have been quite altered, and that instead of meeting 
/ou I am now going to take the oomnuind of the king's regiment at Jaints. 
What will be fiulher deteimined about your squadron is yet uncertain, 
and the ministers are to consult it with Dr. Franklin. Political and 
military reasons have occasioned that alteration of things, and I am only 
to tell you, my good Mend, how sony I feel not to be a witness of your 
success, abilities, and glory. I hope everything will be altered for the 
best, and the more calculated for the coounon advantage. Be convinced, 
sir, that nothing could please me more than the pleasure of having again 
something of the kind to undertake with such an officer as Capt Jones. 
That occasion I shall ever wish for, and I will, I hope, find before the end 
of this war. 

"• With the sincerest affection and esteem, 

" I am, dear Sir, yours, 

" Lafatbttb. 

" P.S. Whatever part of the world you will be in I hope you will let 
me often bear from you." 

" I recognize this as a true copy. — ^Lafayette. 
** City of Washington, February, 1826." 



^ Extracts of letters from the secret correspondence of his Excellency^ 
Benjamin Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United SttUee 
to the court of Versailles, 

'' Passy, May 2eth, 1719, 
"To the CoMMriTBB fob Foreign Affairs. 
" Gentlemen, 

** The Marquis de la Fayette, who arrived here on the 11th of February, 
brought me yours of October 28th, and the new commission, credential, 
and instructions the Congress have honored me with. 

"I immediately acquainted the minister for foreign aflSurs with my 
appointment, and communicated to him, as usual, a copy of my credential 
letter, on which a day was named for my reception. The end of that part 
of the instructions which relates to American seamen taken by the French 
in English ships, had abneady been obtained ; Capt Jones having had for 
some time an order from court, directed to the keepers of the prisoners, 
requiring them to deliver to him such Americans as should be found in 
their hands, that they might be at liberty to serve under his command. 
Most of them have accordingly been delivered to him, if not alL The 
minister of marine having entertained a high opinion of him from his 
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conduct and bravery in taking the Drake, was desirons of employing him 
in the command of a particular enterprise ; and, to that end, requested us 
to spare him, which we did, and sent the Ranger home, under the 
command of his lieutenant Various accidents have hitherto postponed 
his equipment, but he now has the command of a 50 gun ship, with some 
frigates, all under American commission and colors, fitted out at the king's 
expense, and will sail, it is said, about the 1st of June. The Marquis de 
la Fayette was, with some land troops, to have gone with him ; but I now 
understand the Marquis is not to go, the plan being a little changed. The 
minister of maiine requesting that the Alliance might be added to Com. 
Jones's little squadron, and offering to give a passage to Mr. Adams in the 
frigate with the new ambassador, I thought it best to continue her a Uttle 
Longer in Europe, hoping she may, in the projected cruize, by her extra- 
ordinary swiftness, be a means of taking prisoners enough to redeem the 
rest of our countrymen now in the English gaols. With this view, as well 
as to oblige the minister, I ordered her to join Capt Jones at L'Orient, 
and obey his orders, where she now is accordingly." 

From M. Ls Rat ds Chaumokt, dated 

"^n Orient, June lOth, 1119. 

'^M. de Chaumont presents his respects to Mr. Jones, and informs him 
that everything is on board except die powder, which will require only 
two hours, when he may set sail with a fitvorable wind. 

"M. de Chaumont informs at the same time Mr. Jones, that he will 
have papers to sign before his departure, for the sundry articles which the 
king has furnished to his ship ; therefore M. de C. earnestly entreats Mr. 
Jones not to n^lect it, considering the immense expenses which the vessels 
in the port have occasioned to the king. 

" M. de Chaumont reminds Mr. Jones, that M. de Sartine has left to him 
and to M. Landais the choice of two excellent American pilots, to be 
embarked on board the king's frigate La Sensible. 

** M. de Chaumont thinks it his duty to remind Mr. Jones of a commu- 
nication he has made to him against M. Amiel, his first Heutenant, from 
which it appears that, in case Mr. Jones should be so unfortunate as to be 
killed in battle, it would be improper to leave the command of the king's 
ship to M. Amiel, who does not seem to deserve so much confidence, by 
lua conduct when conunanding the ship the Ranger. 

^ M. de Chaumont, in addition to the preceding observations, suggests 
that Mr. Jones's crew, being for the most part composed of Englishmen, 
which M. Amiel had recruited in the prisons, cannot be kept in subjection 
but by the corps of French volunteers which is on board the Bon homme 
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Richard, and that it would be deniable these yolunteere should be oom- 
manded by officers of their own nation, well skilled in the art of war, and 
provided with sufficient recommendations to justify the choice which will 
be made of them. 

^ M. de Chaumont has the honor," Ac 

T Orient, June Uth, 1119. 

" Mr. Jones, Commander of the Ship ) 
Bon homme Bichard. [ 

"Sib, 

" The situation of the officers who have accepted commissions from 
Congress to join the armameut of the ship Bon homme Richard, which 
you command, may be in contradiction with the interests of their own 
ships ; this induces me to request you to enter into an engagement with 
me, that you shall not require from the said vessels any services but such 
as will be conformable with the orders which those officers shall have, and 
that in no case you shall require any changes to be made in the formation 
of their crews, which, as weU the vessels themselves as their armaments, 
shall be entirely at the disposition of the commandants of the said vessels, 
who shall be answerable to those who have armed them. I also beg you 
to agree, that aU the prizes which shall be made, be addressed to such 
consignees as I shall point out, for the preservation of the interests of all 
tlie concerned. 

" I have the honor, isc 

" Le Rat dx Chaumont.'' 

"PoMy, June 80, 1779. 

^ Mr. Jones, Commander of the Ship 
Bon homme Richard. 

"Sir, 
"I have the honor of wishing you much success in your new cruize. 
Should you make any prizes, and take them to Bergen in Norway, I b^ 
you to send them to the French Consul, if there be one ; if there be none, 
then to the principal French Agent to account to me for the same. And 
such as you send to Ostend or Dunkirk, you will consign to M. Cailliez, 
senior, merchant at Dunkirk, who will account for them to me ; and you 
may rest assured, that the interests of all those who may have a share in 
such prizes will be attended to in a proper manner. 

" I have the honor, &c 

" Lb Rat dx Ceaumont.'' 
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""Pas^, June 30, 1779. 
''Honorable Captam Jonxb. 
"Dear Sir, 
** Being arrived at Groaix, you are to make tlie best of your way with 
the yeasels under your command to the west of Ireland, and establish your 
crnize on the Orcades, the Cape of Demeus, and the Dogger Bank, in 
order to take the enemy's property in those seas. 

" The prizes you may make, send to Dunkirk, Ostend, or Bergen in 
Norway, aooording to your proximity to either of those ports. Address 
them to the persons M. de Ghaumont shall indicate to you. 

** About the 15th of August, when you will have sufficiently cruized in 
these seas, you are to make route for the Texel, where you will meet my 
further orders. 

'* If by any personal accident you should be rendered unable to execute 
these instructions, the officer of your squadron next in rank is to 
endeavor to put them into execution. 

" With best wishes for your prosperity, I am ever, 
"Dear Sir, . 

" Tour affectionate Mend and humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

^On hoard the Bon homme Bichard, at avjchor^ ) 
Isle of Oroaix, off L' Orient, July 1, 1779. J 

^"Bja Excellency Bsnjamin Franklin. 
"Honored and Dear Sir, 

"On the 19th ult, the American squadron under my command, 
consisting of the Bon homme Richard 42 guns. Alliance 36 guns, Pallas 
30 guns, Cerf 18 guns, and the Vengeance 12 guns, sailed from hence 
with a convoy of merchant ships and transports with troo})8, &c. bound to 
the different ports and garrisons between this place and Bourdeaux. 

" On the evening of the following day, I had the satisfaction to see the 
latter part of the convoy safe within the entrance of the river of 
Bourdeaux, the rest having been safely escorted into the entrance of 
Kantz, Rochefort, d^c. But at the preceding midnight, while lying-to off 
Isle of Vew, the Bon homme Richard and Alliance got foul of one 
another, and carried away the head and cut-water, sprit^ail yard and jib- 
boom of the former, with the mizen-mast of tlie latter; fortunately, 
however, neither received damage in the hull. In the evening of the 2l8t, 
I sent the Cerf to reconnoitre two sail, and Capt Varage was so ardent in 
the pursuit, that he had lost sight of the squadron next morning ; and I 
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am now told, that he had a warm engagement with one of them, a sloop 
of 14 guns which he took, but was obliged to abandon on the approadi 
of another enemy of superior force. The action lasted an hour and a 
half; several men were killed and wounded on board the Cer£ That 
cutter is now fitting at L'Orient 

" On the 23d we had a rencontre with three ships-of-war. They were 
to windward, and bore down in a line abreast for some time, but seeing 
we were prepared to receive them they hauled their wind, and by 
canying a press of sail got dear in spite of our utmost endeavors to bring 
them to action. On the 26th we lost company of the Alliance and Pallas. 
I am unable to say where the blame lap. I gave the ships a rendezvous 
off Penmark-rocks, but did not meet them there. 

^ I anchored here yesterday at noon, having had a rencontre the 
night before with two of the enemy's shipe-of-war in the offing, in the 
sight of this island and of Belle Isle. Previous to this, I had given the 
Vengeance leave to make the best of her way to this road, so that the 
enemy found me alone in a place where I had no expectation of a hostile 
visit They appeared at first earnest to engage, but their courage fiiiled, 
and they fled %ith precipitation, and to my mortification out9ailed the 
Bon homma Richard^ and got clear, I had, however, a flattering 
proof of the martial spirit of my crew, and I am confident that^ had I 
been able to get between the two, which was my intention, we should 
have beaten them both together. 

*' In the course of this short cruize I have endeavored to meet the views 
of the king. I have traversed the Grolf de Gascogne over and over ; I 
have fallen in with and chased various vessels. 

'' I am ready to enter with cheerfulness upon any plan or service that 
is consonant with the common interest, and meets with your approbation ; 
and if I M, it shall not be for want of attempting to succeed where an 
opportunity appears. 

"" I am, wiUi sentiments of grateful esteem and affection, 

"Dear Sir, yours, kc 

^ P. S. — ^Please give the above inf<xmation to M. de Sartine and M. de 
Chaumont" 



"PoMy, July 8, 1779. 
" Honorable J. P. Joms. 
''DsAB Sib, 
^ I received your fiivors of the 2d and 4th inst I am sony for the 
accidents that have obliged your little squadron to return and refit ; but 
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hope all may be for the best Some days ainoe, M. Chaumont handed to 
me the subetanoe of a letter in French, which contained heads of the 
instructions that M. de Sartine wished me to ^ve you. I had them 
translated and put into the form of a letter to you, which I signed and 
gave back to M. C. who, I. suppose, has sent it to you. I have no other 
orders to give ; for, as the Court is at the chief expense, I think they 
have the best right to direct I observe what you write about a change 
of the destination; but when a thing has been once considered and 
determined on in council they do not caie to resume the consideration of 
it, having much business on hand, and there is not now time to obtain a 
reconsideration. 

^ It has been hinted to me that the intention of ordering your cruise to 
finish at the Texel, is with a view of getting out that ship ; but this 
should be kept a secret I can say nothing about Capt Landais' prize. 
I suppose the minister has an account of it, but I have heard nothing 
from, him about it. If he reclaims it on account of his passport, we must 
then consider what is to be done. I approve of the careenage proposed 
for the Alliance as a thing necessary. As she is said to be a remarkable 
swift sailer, I should hope you might by her means take some privateers 
and a number of prisoners, so as to continue the cartel, and redeem all 
our poor countrymen. 

" My best wishes attend you, being ever, with great esteem, 
** Dear Sir, 

^ Your affectionate friend, and most obedient servant, 

"B. FRANionr.. 

** P. S. — If it should M in your way, remember that the Hudson^s Bay 
ships are very valuable. 



Extract to Dr. FranMin. 

TOrimt, July 12, 1779. 
^ I have inspected the Bon hoxxmie Richard, and it is the constnictor'is 
opinion that the ship is too old to admit of the necessary alterations. 
Thus circumstanced I wish to have an opportunity of attempting an 
ciwentia] service to render myself worthy a better and faster sailing 
ship." 
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^'V Orient, July 26, 1779. 
^ His Excellency Benjamin "Franklin. 
"Dear Sir, 

. ^ I have received advice tkat the Jamaica fleet will sail homewarda, 
eaoorted by a fifty gan ship and two strong frigates. Should we fall in 
with that force we will certainly engage and, I hope, overcome it We 
shall probably be so much cut up as to be unable to prevent the escape of 
the convoy. If the ship Monsieur could be added to my force, it would give 
us a superiority, and perhaps enable us to take and destroy the Jamaica fleet 
I submit this idea, however, to your superior wisdonL 

" I have the honor, Ac" 

""PoMy, July 28, 1779. 
" Hon. Gapt Jonbs. 

"Dear Sir, 
" I have just received yours of the 25th. I was yesterday with M. de 
Sartine at Versailles, who appeared uneasy at some accounts he had 
received of a mutinous disposition in your crew. He desired me to 
acquaint M. de Chaumont that he wished to see him that evening. This 
morning M. de Chaumont sent me a note of which I enclose a copy ; I 
understand he goes down with a view to provide you a better set of hands. 
You must have heard that 119 American prisoners are arrived in a cartel 
at Nantes ; perhaps out of them you may pick some very good seamen. 
But if this affidr should be likely to take time, the Alliance will have my 
orders to make a cruize alone, agreeable to the minister's desire. But I 
bo^ the reports of your crew are not founded, and that your joint cruize 
will stiU take place, and be sucoessfuL 

^I have the honor to be, with sincere esteem, 
" Dear Sir, 

^ Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

^Benjamin Frankun." 

^The Honorable John F. Jones, conmiander-in-chief of the American 
Bhip6K)f-war, now in Europe. 



«To , 

^ You are hereby directed and required forthwith, to hold yourself in 
readiness to proceed in company with me to sea. You are to show 
careful attention to every signal that shall be nuide on board here for your 
government, as well as to all future orders that you may from time to 
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time receive from me. To prevent separation or surprise, you are to 
endeavor always to keep in your station : and you are never to chase so 
as to lose company with the squadron. I place great dependanoe on your 
zeal for the honor of the American flag, and the interests of our common 
cause, as well as your abilities and inclination to support me in my duty ; 
which, I hope, you will very soon have occasion to manifest, so as to 
afford me the supreme pleasure of rendering justice to your merit in the 
account which I shall faithfully transmit both to our great ally, his Most 
Christian Majesty, and to the Senate of America. Should you unfor^ 
innately be separated from the Bon homme Richard, you are to open the 
letter of rendezvous No. 1, and to proceed to that place as soon aa 
possible, but if the squadron has previously passed that place, you are to 
open the letter No. 2 ; and should you be taken, or in great danger of 
b^ng taken, you are to bum, or otherwise effectually destroy the letters 
ci rendesvous. For all which, this shall be your order. 

^ Given on board the American ship-of-war, the Bon homme 
Richard, at anchor in the road of Groaix, August 10, 1779." 

"On board the Bon homme Richard^ at anchor ) 
m the road of Groaix^ August 11, 1779. ) 
" His Excellency M^De Sabtike. 
"My Lord, 

"The moment I returned from the late cruize to this road, I wrote the 
history of my proceedings to his Excellency Dr. Franklin, and requested 
him to communicate the whole to you. I have also rendered him an 
exact account of everything that has affected this ship, and every other 
vessel under my command while at L'Orient : all which, I conclude, has 
been submitted to your inspection. I am now, however, sorry that I did 
not address letters to your Excellency on the same subject, especially aa 
Dr. Franklin has lately acquainted me that you were uneasy at some 
accounts of a mutinous disposition in my crew. 1 did not at the 
beginning advise it as a prudent measure to take on board so great a 
proportion of English seamen. But M. de Chaumont can inform you that 
he thought it expedient, and that it would be attended with no risque 
after the embarkation of the troops under the orders of the Marquis de la 
Fayette. When that expedition was hud aside, and I was forbidden to 
enhst French seamen, I had no means to repboe the English, and they 
Bemained on board from necessity, not from choice. When they saw that 
I had observed their mutinous ^position, and taken measures to prevent 
ito bad consequences, I must do them the justice to say that they 
maiufeBted a true martial spirit when, being akme in this ship off Belie 
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Isle in the evening of the 29th of June, I met with and chased two laige 
frigates that were in company, and dnist not wait for our approach, 
but fled notwithstanding their great superiority both in force and sailing. 

^I have the satisfiEustion to assure jour Excellency that this second 
journey of M. de Chaumont was altogether unnecessary; as I had, 
before his arrival at I/Orient, sent officers to Nantes to enlist Americans, 
and had also enlisted as many of the strangers as were willing to embark 
at L'Orient My crew now in this ship consists of 380 officers, men, and 
boys, indusiye of 137 marine soldiers. 

^I expect to sail this evening or to-morrow morning, and, I hope, the 
Monsieur will go in company. I have also reason to expect the General 
Mifflin, having sent the Vengeance to Belle Isle with a letter to the 
captain of the privateer to invite him to join this little squadron. When 
I depart I hope to be able to do my duty, thereby to testify to his Majesty 
and to your Excellency the high sense which I shall ever entertain of the 
honorable attentions which have been shown towards me in France, and 
to prevent future misrepresentations, I will myself transmit to your 
Excellency, from time to time, an account of my proceedings and 
ntuation. 

^ I am with the highest sentiments of esteem and respect, 
"My Lord, 

" your Excellency's very obliged, • 

" very obedient, 

" and most humble servant 

" N. B.-^I have seen with surprise various letters in the hands of persona 
here, on the subject of my destination ! ^ 

^Ship Ben komme Biehard, at anchor in the) 
Boad qf Oroaix, August 13, 1779. f 

'^The Hon. Major General, the Marquis de 
Lafayette, at Havre de Grace. 
"Although, my dear Marquis, I have not lately written to you, yet 
tibiere is no man for whom I entertain a greater share of esteem and 
respect By what I have felt myself since our expedition was laid aside, 
I can easily imagine how much concern it has given you ; and I assure 
you that I have met with few disappointments that have equally affected 
my sensibility and my health. As the object of our expediti(»i was 
imprudently communicated to almost every person who should have 
been concerned in it, as well as to others who would not have been actoia, 
I had determined, for some time before I had the honor to reoave 
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jour last letter, to propose to you another project when we met ai 
L'Orient, which I am persuaded jou would have adopted, and com- 
municated to no person until we had been ready the next hour to put it 
into execution. 

*' I am highly honored by your expressing hopes that such an expedition 
between us will yet take place in the course of this war. I ardently join 
you in that wish, and assure you that few prospects could afford me equal 
pleasure, or more entirely gratify my ambition. I will write to you, my 
dear Marquis, and communicate my thoughts when the subject is of 
consequence, agreeable to the within dictionary. I expect to sail this 
evening, and you will perhaps hear of me soon. I was happy in the 
acquaintance of your two Aids-de-Oamp ; and I thank you, with reason, 
that I now have the company and aissistance of Messrs. Weibert and 
Chamillard. 

'^ I am happy in being ranked among the number of your friends, and 
shall ever endeavor to merit your r^ard, being always, my dear Marquis, 
" Your most obliged, 
" and very obedient, 
^* humble servant 

""Washingtan CUty, February 1825. 
^ True copy to the best of my remembrance. 

"Lafaybttb." 

^Ship Bon homme Riehardy at anchor in \ 
the Road of Oroaix^ August 18, 1779. ) 

"EBs Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
"Honored and Dear Sir, 

" It is but this moment that the Court Martial has finished the affiiir of 
the Bon homme Richard and the Alliance on account of their having run 
£du1 of each other. I enclose you the result of the proceedings of that 
court, which being the only one of consequence, it is unnecessary to trouble 
you with bundles of papers where the conclusions have only amounted to 
whipping, which has been executed. 

** The within paper respecting the prize-money of this little squadron is 
submitted to your regulations, and from the enclosed paper, addressed to 
me by the captain and officers of the Vengeance, I am persuaded that you 
will tliink it unreasonable that he (the captain), should share equally with 
Captain Landais, or the captam of the Pallas, — and not rather that each 
ship and vessel should first share in proportion to the number and calibre 
of her guns, and the number of her men ; — ^and that they should afterward 
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tfvide thdr respective shares by the laws of their flag, or oUiermse to 
their mutual eatufiM^on. The within state of the fiirce of each ship and 
vessel, will be useful in forming jour decisions. 

^ M. de Chaumont has made an useless joumej here, as I had taken all 
the necessary measures to engage the men that were wanting before his 
appearance, even at Nantes. I am, however, much obliged to him and to 
the minister for that attention, as well as for all former fovois. I shall 
certainly sail to-morrow at daybreak, and I hope shortly to find opportu- 
nities to testify my gratitude to our great and good ally, for the honor 
which he has conferred on the American flag, and on my8el£ The 
enclosed dictionary will be useful, when I write to you on particular 
subjects. This litde squadron appears to be unanimous, and, if that good 
understanding continues, we are able to perform essential service. I look 
forward with pleasing expectation, and an ardent desire to merit your 
friendship, and that of America, being ever, with the highest esteem and 
respect) 

" Dear Sir, 

''The most obliged of 

" Your obedient servants." 

^ Ship Bon homme Richard^ at sea off \ 
Ushant, AuffUitlQth, 1119. ) 

^ M. Lb Rat db Chaumont. 

" I have, my friend, the honor to forward this letter by our prize ship 
die Verwagting, bound from Barcelona to Dunkirk with a cargo of wine 
and brandy, and several cases of silks, d^c. 

^ This prize was taken eight days ago, by the privateer brig Eagle, 
belonging to Poole, in England, and is therefore a lawful prize to the flag 
of the United States. 

"We have met several other vessels, neutral property, but have 
learned no news except by one, a Portuguese snow, yesterday, that tho 
English fleet had put back to Portsmouth, and that the snow passed 
through the French and Spanish fleet in number 114 ships, steering 
N.N.E., fifteen leagues south from Lizard. You will please to communi- 
cate this, with my respects to the minister, and to Dr. Franklin. 
" I have the honor to be, 

" with great esteem and respect, your obliged 

" friend and bumble servant 

" PJ3. I enclose you a paper which the commander of th^ Monsieur has 
given, contrary to my orders, and without my knowledge or consent, to 
die penon whom he appointed master of this prise, which was taken 
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under my orden and in m j sight, — ^yet he takes no notice of Hub in that 
paper, and probably was his intention to keep the whole as his own 
property. He has now left the squadron, after plundering this prize and 
detaining me 24 hours by his hi^ng behind the squadron. This is the 
result of being concerned with privateers, where good fjuth and honor are 
generally strangers." 

^I certify that the original of the preceding letter was duly received 
by my &ther, from Com. John Paul Jones. 

** Lk Rat db Ohaitmont. 
""New Fork, December, 1824." 

^Ban homme Biehard, at Sea, of the S. W. \ 
of Ireland, August 24tA, 1779. J 

** IL Lb Rat db Chaumont. 

^ The enclosed copies of papers will show you, my friend, that on the 
18th I sent in a prize ship for UOrient, laden with brandy, &c ; and that 
on the 2l8t I sent also for L^Orient a prize brig, laden with Irish beef and 
butter. I send this by the prize brig Fortune, bound for England from 
Newfoundland, &nd laden chiefly with oil, blubber, and staves. I have 
ordered this prize for Nantz, or if circumstances will admit, for St Malo, 
am the best market I have sent on board the prize a man who is 
perfectly acquainted with the coast between Brest and St Malo, and will, 
in consequence, I hope, elude the Jersey privateers. By the captain of 
the Mayflower I am told that there is now an encampment of 30,000 
troops in Ireland, at a place called Clonmell, about midway between 
Waterford and Limerick ; I do not, however, credit this report 

** I beseech you to present my respects to M. de Sartine, and his excel- 
lency, M. Franklin, and apologize for my not writing them. It is now 
cahn : when the breeze returns I shall embrace it to proceed direcUy to 
my destination. 

^ I am, with sentiments of esteem and respect, 

" Your very obliged friend and servant** 

"I certify that the original of the preceding was duly received by my 
frther, from Commodore J. Paul Jones. 

*' Le Rat de Chaumost. 
"iVTew York, December, 1824." 

^ On board the Ship of War the Serapis, at anchor ) 
without the Texd, October Zd, 1779. f 

^H. Lb Rat db Chaumont, k Passy. 

^The original of the enclosed copy of my last letter, written on board 
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the Bon homine Richard, off the S.W. coast of Ireland, the 24th of 
August, as well as the papers which preceded it, and to which it alludes, 
I hope duly reached the hands of mj friend M. de Ohaumont, and 
expbdned to his satisfaction my conduct from the time I left Groaix until 
that date. For the full history of my expedition I must beg leave to refer 
you to a letter of this date, which accompanies this, to his excellency. Dr. 
Franklin, who will, if you demand it, fiimish you with a copy. 

" I wish to act a candid part towards all men, and therefore wish yon 
to have a copy of that letter, that you may see my sentiments respecting 
the ^Concordat,' which you imposed upon me in the moment of my 
departure from Groaix. What could have inspired you with such senti- 
ments of distrust towards me, after the ocular proofs of hospitality which 
I so long experienced in your house, and after the warm expressions of 
generous and unbounded friendship which I had constantly been honored 
with in your letters, exceeds my mental Acuities to comprehend. I am, 
however, yet willing to give you an opportunity of rendering justice to my 
character. I cannot think you are personally my enemy. I rather 
ima^e that your conduct towards me at UOrient has arisen from the 
base misrepresentation of some secret villany; tberefoie, I am, with 
unaltered sentiments of good will and affection for yourself and family, 
** My dear friend, 

^ Your obliged, humble servant" 

^I oertify that the ori^nal of the preceding letter was duly recdved by 
my frither. 

''Lb Rat db Ohaumont. 
**New Yorky Deeembefy 1824. 

Oommodore Jones was now approaching the scene of his 
greatest glory, which, in other respects than the affiur of the 
Serapis, would have been much more complete, had the 
captains of his squadron, and particularly Landais, of the firigate 
Alliance, cordially co-operated with him. In perusing the 
narratiye of this cruize, which is fix>m the pen of Jones himself^ 
the reader will observe that he had designed to lay the town of 
Leith under contribution, which intended enterprise would in 
all probability have succeeded, had the winds not been 
adverse; and even with that hindrance, under the enei^tic 
direction of Oonmiodore Jones, it might perhaps have been 
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effected. He had prepared everything for the purpose, and 
assigned to each vessel of his squadron its appropriate duty. 
The landing was to have been made by lieut. Col. Chamillard, 
with one hundred and thirty men, furnished with a white and 
a red flag, the display of the former of which was to be the 
signal that the inhabitants submitted to the terms proposed by 
the commodore; and of the latter, that they had refused. The 
display of both flags together was to indicate that the party 
under Chamillard was compelled to retreat ; in which case their 
re^mbarkation was to have been covered by the ships of war. 
A contribution of 100,000Z. sterling was to have been levied 
upon Leith, the payment of 50,0002. of which was to have been 
insisted on instantly, and hostages from among the principal 
inhabitants taken for the speedy payment of the remaining 
moiety. The undertaking failed from the causes described by 
Jones ; but the summons written for the occasion wiU serve to 
show the himianity with which he proceeded, and it is therefore 
presented for perusal, together with the terms of capitulation, 
both documents, in blank, having been found among the papers 
of Jones, now in possession of the author of this volume. It 
will be remarked that Commodore Jones, in this, as in every 
other instance, ascribed the severity of his operations to the 
outrages committed by the British troops in America ; thus 
giving to his actions a national, and not a vindictively personal 
complexion. It will be seen in the sequel, that Dr. Franklin 
himself justified these retaliatory measures, and almost regretted 
the mildness of the instructions which he had previously 
addressed to the commodore for the government of his conduct 
towards the enemy, so deeply was that venerable man affected 
by the atrocities of the English soldiers. In no particular did 
Jones transcend these instructions, but seems, in every situation, 
to have endeavored to assuage the miseries of war by the kindest 
possible treatment to his prisoners. 
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The Honorable Captain Jones, Commander-in-^^ef of the American 
squadron now in Europe, on board the American ship of war the 
Bon homme Richard, at anchor in the Road of Leith, September the 
, 1779. 

" To the Worshipful the Provoet of Leith, or, in his absence, to the Chief 

Magistrate who is now actually present and in authority there. 
"Sir, 

" The British marine force that has been stationed here for the protec- 
tion of your dty and commerce, being now taken by the American arms 
under my command, I have the honor to send you this by my officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel de Chamillard, who commands the vanguard of my 
troops. I do not wish to distress the poor inhabitants ; my intention is 
only to demand your contribution towards the reimbursement which 
Britain owes to the much injured citizens of America. Savages would 
blush at the unmanly violation and rapacity that has marked the tracks 
of British tyranny in America, from which neither virgin innocence nor 
helpless age has been a plea of protection or pity. 

" Leith and its port now lays at our mercy ; and did not the plea of 
humanity stay the hand of just retaliation, I should, without advertisement^ 
lay it in ashes. Before I proceed to that stern duty as an officer, my duty 
as a man induces me to propose to you, by the means of a reasonable 
ransom, to prevent such a scene of horror and distress. For this reason I 
have authorized Lieut. CoL de Chamillard to conclude and agree with 
you on the terms of ransom, allowing you exactly half an hour's reflection 
before you finally accept or reject the terms which he shall propose. 

^' If you accept the terms offered within the time limited, you may rest 
assured that no farther debarkation of troops will be made, but that the 
re-embarkation of the vanguard will immediately follow, and that the 
property of the citizens shall remain unmolested. 

" I have the honor to be," <fec. 

"CAPITULATION. 

" We the subscribers, the Provost, Recorder, and principal Magistrates of 
the city or corporation of Leith, in Scotland, promise and swear in 
honor and good ilEuth, agreeable to the laws of war, according to which 
we submit to the Honorable Captain Jones, Commander-in-Chief of 
an American squadron now in Europe, to perform &ithfully the 
articles of the present capitulation. 

" Art. 1st, There shall not be any act of hostiUty committed against 
any ship or vessel, or against any person whatsoever that is belonging to 
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the American squadron under the command of Capt Jones, either by the 
inhabitants of Leith, by regular or irregular troops, or by any person or 
persons whatsoever, during the term which he may be compelled by 
contrary winds, or other insuperable causes, to remain with his squadron 
within the Firth of Forth. 

"• Art. 2d. In case of any contraventioil or breach of this capitulation on 
our part^ it is agreed that the commander-in-chief of the American 
squadron aforesaid, shall use vigorous measures towards the subjects of his 
Britannic Majesty who are in his hands, either as prisoners, or hostages ; 
and the magistrates and principal inhabitants of Leith agree to submit 
themselves exactly to this article. 

" Art Sd. As soon as the terms of ransom are fulfilled on the part of 
the Magistrates of Leith, Captain Jones shall embrace the first fair wind 
and depart, with his squadron, from Leith, without molesting the 
inhabitants. 

" Done at Leith this day of September, 1779.'* 



iN'othing can be more characteristic of the determined resolu- 
tion of Commodore Jones to obtain the object on which he was 
once bent, than his perseverance in remaining on his cruizing 
ground off the enemy's coast, in defiance of the singular beha- 
vior of Captain Landais, ai^d the lukewarmness of the other 
commanding officers in the squadron. The fortunate issue of 
every enterprise of the sort depends mainly upon the spirit and 
harmony that previfil among those who have been appointed to 
act in concert, and, ait the same time, in subordination. The 
deportment of Captain Landais throughout the engagemtot 
with the Berapis was weU calculated to give the victory to the 
British flag; and there is good ground for believing that it was, 
from envy or jealousy, in the contemplation of Landais to tear 
the laurels fix)m the brow of Jones, or to subject him to disgrace 
by allowing the Bon homme Bichard and Serapis, in their close 
encounter, so to disable each other, that keeping the Alliance 
iminjured, in the event of the Bon homme Bichard's striking 
her colors to her antagonist. Captain Landais might have made 
prizes of both ships, and, returning victorious to France, have 
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figured as the principal hero of the bloody combat. Certain it 
is, that he mancenvred so as to cripple the Bon homme Bichard, 
and actually shed the blood of some of the valiant crew. The 
&.ct does not admit of dispute. It is established by the testi- 
mony of those who witnessed his manoeuvres, and who, it will 
be found in the subsequent pages, -specifically verify all the 
allegations made by Commodore Jones against Landais. Such 
a mass of evidence is irresistible, and leaves nothing to reflecting 
minds but regret that the bad passions of the human heart, 
unrestrained by reason, should, at a critical moment, have had 
such influence over a naval ofiicer, honored with a commission 
fi*om the American Congress, as to have rendered the triumph 
of the flag of the United States dubious for several hours. Bad 
Captain Landais employed himself in capturing and destroying 
the ships of the Baltic fleet, whilst Jones was engaged with the 
Serapis, it can scarcely be considered as doubtM that very few 
of them would have escaped. 

^On board the Skip Serapis^ at anchor without \ 
the Texel in Holland, October 3, 1779. J 

^ His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
"Honored and Dear Sir, 

"When I had the honor of writing to you on the 11th of August, 
previous to mj departure from the Road of Groaix, I had before me the 
most flattering prospect of rendering essential service to the oommon 
cause of France and America. I had a full confidence in the voluntary 
inclination and ability of every captain under my command to assist and 
support me in my duty with cheerful emulation ; and I was persuaded 
that every one of them would pursue glory in preference to interest 

" Whether I was or was not deceived will best appear by a relation of 
circumstances. 

" The little squadron under my orders, consisting of the Bon homme 
Richard of 40 guns, the Alliance of 36 guns, the Pallas of 32 guns, the 
Cerf of 18 guns, and the Vengeance of 12 guns, joined by two privateers, 
the Monsieur and the Granville, sailed from the Road of Groaix at 
daybreak on the 14th of August ; the same day we spoke with a large 
convoy bound from the southward to Brest 
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^ On the IStli we retook a large ship belonging to Holland, laden chiefly 
with brandy and wine that had been destined from Barcelona for Dunkirk, 
and taken eight days before by an Enghsh privateer. The captain of the 
Monsieur, however, took out of this prize such articles as he pleased in 
the night, and the next day being astern of the squadron and to windward, 
he actually wrote orders in his proper name^ and sent away the prize 
tinder one of his own officers. This, however, I superseded by sending 
ber lor LHIhient under my orders in the character of oommander-in-chiet 
Tbe evening of the day following the Monsieur separated from the 
squadron. 

^ On the 20th we saw and chased a large ship, but could not overtake 
her, she being to windward. 

** On the 21st we saw and chased another ship that was also to wind- 
ward, and thereby eluded our pursuit The same afternoon we took a 
brigantine called the Mayflower, laden with butter and salt provisions, 
bound from Limerick in Ireland for London ; this vessel I immediately 
expedited for L'Orient 

** On the 2dd we saw Cape Clear and the S.W. part of Ireland. That 
afternoon, it being calm, I sent some armed boats to take a brigantine 
that appeared in the N.W. quarter. Soon after in the evening it became 
necessary to have a boat ah^ of the ship to tow, as the helm could not 
prevent her from laying across the tide of flood, which would have driven 
UB into a deep and dangerous bay, situated between the rocks on the soutK 
called the Skallocks, and on the north called the Blaskets. The ship's 
boats being absent, I sent my own barge ahead to tow the ship. The 
boats took the brigantine, she was called the Fortune, and bound with a 
cargo of oil, blubber, and staves, from Newfoundland for Bristol ; this 
Tessel I ordered to proceed immediately for Nantes or St Malo. Soon 
alter sunset the villains who towed tiie ship, cut the tow rope and 
decamped with my barge. Sundry shots were flred to bring them to without 
eflfect ; in the mean time the master of the Bon homme Richard, without 
orders, manned one of the ship's boats, and with four soldiers pursued the 
baige in order to stop the deserters. The evening was clear and serene, 
but the zeal of that officer, Mr. Cutting Lent, induced him to pursue too 
fiMT, and a fog which came on soon afterwards prevented the boats from 
rejoining the ship, although I caused signal guns to be frequentiy fired. The 
fog and calm continued the next day till towards evening. In the after- 
noon Capt Landais came on board the Bon homme Richard and behaved 
towards me with great disrespect^ affirming in the most indeUcate manner 
and language, that I had lost my boats and people through my imprudence 
in sending boats to take a prize I He persisted in his reproaches, though 
he was assured by Messrs. De Weibert and De Chamillard that the barge 
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was towing the ship at the time of elopement, and that she had not been 
sent in pursuit of the prize. He was affronted, because I would not the 
day before suffer him to chase without my orders, and to approach the 
dangerous shore I have already mentioned^ where he was an entire 
stranger, and when there was not sufficient wind to govern a ship. He 
told me he was the only American in the squadron, and was determined 
to follow his own opinion in chasing when and where he thought proper, 
and in every other matter that concerned the s^vice, and that, if I 
continued in that situation three days longer, the squadron would he 
taken, &c By the advice of Capt De Cottineau, and with the free 
consent and approbation of M. De Varage, I sent the Oerf in to 
reconnoitre the coast, and endeavor to take the boats and people the. next 
day, while the Squadron stood off and on in the S.W. quarter, in the best 
possible situation to intercept the enemy^s merchant ships, whether 
outward or homeward bound. The Cerf had on board a pilot well 
acquainted with the coast, and was ordered to Join me again before night 
I approached the shore in the afternoon, but the Cerf did not appear ; 
this induced me to stand off again in the night in order to return and be 
rejoined by tbe Cerf the next day ; but to my great concern and disap- 
pointment, though I ranged the coast along, and hoisted our private 
signals, neither the boats nor the Cerf joined me. The evening of that 
day, the 26th, brought with it stormy weather, with an appearance of a 
severe gale from the S.W., yet I must declare I did not follow my own 
judgment, but was led by the assertion which had fallenfrom Captain 
Landais, when I in the evening made a signal to steer to the northward 
and leave that station, which I wished to have occupied at least a week 
longer. The gale increased in the night with thick weather ; to prevent 
separation, I carried a top light and fired a gun every quarter of an hour. 
I carried also a very moderate sail, and the course had been clearly 
pointed out by a signal before nighl^ ; yet, with all this precaution, I found 
myself accompanied only by the brigantine Vengeance in the morning, 
the Granville having remained astern with a prize; as I have since 
understood the tiller of the Pallas broke after midnight^ which disabled 
her from keeping up, but no apology has yet been made in behalf of the 
Alliance. 

" On the 31st, we saw the Flamie Islands situated near the Lewis on the 
N.W. colast of Scotland ; and th^ next morning, off Cape Wrath, we gave 
chase to a ship to windward, at the same time two ships appearing in the 
N.W. quarter, which proved to be the Alliance and a prize ship whidi 
she had taken, bound, as I understood, from Liverpool to Jamaica. The 
ship which I chased brought to at noon ; she proved to be the Union letter 
of Marque, bound from London for Quebec, with a cargo of naval stores 
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on aoooont of governmenl;, adapted for the service of British armed 
Teasels on the lakes. The puhUc dispatches were lost, as the Alliance very 
imprudently hoisted American colors, though English colors were then 
flying on board the Bon homme Richard. Capt Landais sent a small 
boat to ask' whether I would man the ship, or he should, as in the latter 
ease he would suffer no boat nor person from the Bon homme Richard to 
go near the prize. Ridiculous as this i^peared to me, I yielded to it for 
the sake of peace, and received the prisoners on board the Bon homme 
Richard, while the prize was manned from the Alliance. In the afternoon 
another sail appeared, and I immediately made the signal for the 
Alliance to chase ; but, instead of obeying, he wore and laid the ship's 
head the other way. The next morning I made a signal to speak 
with the Alliance, to which no attention was shown ; I then made 
sail with the ships in company for the second rendezvous which was 
not &r distant, and where I fully expected to be joined by the Pallas and 
iheCer£ 

^ The second of September we saw a sail at daybreak, and gave chase ; 
that ship proved to be the Pallas, and had met with no success while 
aeparated from the Bon homme Richard. 

** On the dd the Vengeance brought to a small Irish brigantine, bound 
homeward from Norway. The same evening I sent the Vengeance in the 
N J), quarter to bring up the two prize ships that appe^^rcd to me to be 
too near the islands of Shetiand. While with the Alliance and Pallas, I 
endeavored to weather Fair Isle, and to get into my second rendezvous, 
where I directed the Vengeance to join me with the three prizes. The 
next morning, having weathered Fair Isle, and not seeing the Vengeance 
nor the prizes, I spoke the Alliance and ordered her to steei- to the north- 
ward and bring them up to the rendezvous. 

^ On the morning of the 4th the Alhanoe appeared again, and had 
brought to two very small coasting sloops in ballast, but without having 
attended properly to my orders of yesterday. The Venoganco joined me 
Boon after, and informed me that in consequence of Cajttain Landais' 
orders to the commanders of the two prize ships, thoy had refused to 
follow him to the rendezvous. I am to this moment ignorant of what 
orders these men received from Captain Landai^ nor know I by virtue of 
what authority he ventured to give his orders to prizes in my presence, 
and without either my knowledge or approbation. Captain Ricot further 
informed me that he had burnt the prize brigantine, because that vessel 
proved leaky ; and I was sorry to understand afterward that though the 
vessel was Irish property, the cargo was property of the subjects of 
Norway. 

" In the evening I sent for all the captains to come on board the Bon 
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homme Richard, to consult on future plans of operation. Captains Cot- 
tineau and Ricot obeyed me, but Captain Landais obetinatelj refused, and 
after sending me various uncivil messages, wrote me a veiy extraordinaiy 
letter in answer to a written order which I had sent him, on finding that 
he had trifled with my verbal orders. The next day a pilet boat came on 
board ftx)m Shetland, by which means I received such advices as induced 
me to change a plan which I otherwise meant to have pursued ; and as 
the Cerf did not appear at my second rendezvous, I determined to steer 
tol^ards the third in hopes of meeting her there. 

" In the afternoon a gale of wind came on, which continued four days 
without intermission. In the second night of that gale the Alliance, with 
her two little prizes, again separated from the Bon homme Itichard. I 
had now with me only the Pallas and thtf Vengeance, yet I did not 
abandon the hopes of performing some essential service. The winds 
continued contrary, so that we did not see the land till the evening of the 
ISth, when the hills of the Cheviot in the S.R of Scotiand appeared. 
The next day we chased sundry vessels, and took a ship and a brigantine, 
both from the Firth of Edinburgh, laden with coal. Knowing that there 
lay at anchor in Leith road an armed ship of 20 guns, with two or three 
fine cutters, I formed an expedition against Leith, which I purposed to 
lay under a large contribution, or otherwise to reduce it to ashes. Had I 
been alone, the wind being fiivorable, I would have proceeded directly up 
the Firth, and must have succeeded, as they lay there in a state of perfect 
indolence and security, which would have proved their ruin. Unfortu- 
nately for me, the Pallas and Vengeance were both at a considerable 
distance in the offing, they having chased to the southward ; this obliged 
us to steer out of the Firth again to meet them. The captains of the 
Pallas and Vengeance being come on board the Bon homme Richard, I 
communicated to them my project, to which many difficulties and objec- 
tions were made by them ; at last, however, they appeared to think better 
of the design after I had assured them that I hoped to raise a contributicNi 
of 200,000 pounds sterling on Leith, and that there was no batteiy of 
cannon there to oppose our landing. So much time, however, was 
unavoidably spent in pointed remarks and sage deliberation that nighty 
that the wind became contrary in the morning. 

" We continued working to windward up the Firth without being able to 
.reach the road of Leith, till, on the morning of the 17th, when, being 
almost within cannon shot of the town, having everything in readiness for 
a descent, a very severe gale of wind came on, and being directly contrary, 
ob%ed us to bear away, after having in vain endeavored for some time to 
withstand its violence. The gale was so severe, that one of the prizes that 
had been taken on the 14th sunk to the bottom, the crew being with 
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diflknlty saved. As the alann by this time had reached Leith by means 
of a cutter that had watched our motions that momiug, and as ^e wind 
continued contrMry (though more moderate in the evening), I thought it 
impossible to pursue the enterprise with a good prospect of success; 
especially as Edinburgh, where there is always a number of troops, is only 
a mile distant from Leith, therefore I gave up the project 

^ On the 19th, having taken a sloop and a brigantine in ballast, with a 
sloop laden with building timber, I proposed another project to M. 
Oottineau, which would have been highly honorable though not profitable ; 
many difficulties were made, and our situation was represented as being 
the most perilous. The enemy, he said, would send against us a superior 
force, and that if I obstinately continued on the coast of England two days 
k«iger, we should all be ti^en. The Vengeance having chased along 
sh(H« to the southward, Captain Cottineau said he would follow her with 
the prizes, as I was unable to make much sail, having that day been 
obliged to strike the main-top-mast to repair damages ; and as I afterward 
understood, he told M. De Chamillard that unless I joined them the next 
day, both the Pallas and the Vengeance would leave that coast I had 
thoughts of attempting the enterprise alone after the Pallas had made sail 
to join the Vengeance. I am persuaded even now, that I would have 
succeeded, and to the honor of my young officers, I found them as 
ardently disposed tathe business as I coidd desire ; nothing prevented me 
from pursuing my design but the reproach that would have been cast upon 
my character, as a man of prudence, had the enterprise miscarried. It 
would have been said, was he not forewarned by Captain Cottineau and 
others? 

'* I made sail along shore to the southward, and next morning took a 
coasting sloop in ballast, which, with another that I had taken the night 
before, I ordered to be sunk. In the evening, I again met with the Pallas 
and Vengeance off Whitby. Captain Cottineau told me he had sunk the 
brigantine, and ransomed the sloop, laden with building timber, that had 
been taken the day before. I had told Captain Cottineau the day before, 
that I had no authority to ransom prizes. 

^ On the 21st we saw and chased two sail, off Flamborough Head, the 
Pallas in the N. £. quarter, while the Bon homme Richard followed by^ 
the Vengeance in the S. W. The one I chased, a brigantine collier in 
ballast, beloi^ing to Scarborough, was soon taken, and sunk immediately 
afterward, as a fleet then appeared to the southward : it was so late in the 
day that I could not come up with the fleet before night; at length,, 
however, I got so near one of them as to force her to run ashore, between 
Flamborough Head and the Spurn. Soon after I took another, a brigantine 
from Holland, belon^ng to Sunderland ; and at daylight the next morning,. 

8 
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seeing a fleet steering towards me irom the Spun, I imagined them to be 
a convoy, bound fix>m London for Leith, ^hioh had been for some time 
expected, one of them had a pendant hoisted, and appeared to be a ship 
of Ibroe. They had not, however, conn^ to come on, but kept bade, all 
except the one which seemed to be armed, and that one also kept to 
windward very near the land, and on the edge of dangerous shoals where 
I could not with safety approach. This induced me to make a signal for 
a pilot, and soon afterward two pilot boats came off; they infonned me 
that the ship that wore a pendant was an armed merchant ship, and that 
a king's frigate lay there in sight, at anchor within the Humber, waiting 
to take under convoy a number of merchant ships bound to the northward. 
The pilots imagined the Bon homme Richard to be an English ship of 
war, and consequentiy, communicated to me the private signal which they 
had been required to make. I endeavored by this means to decoy the 
ships out of the port, but the wind then changing, and with the tide 
becoming unfevorable for them, the deception had not the desired effect, 
and they wisely put back. The entrance of the Humber is exceedingly 
difficult and dangerous, and as the Pallas was not in sight, I thought it 
not prudent to remain off the entrance ; I therefore steered out agun to 
join the Pallas off Flamborough Head. In the night, we saw and chased 
two ships, until three o'clock in the morning, when being at a very small 
distance fix>m them, I made the private signal of recognizance, whidi I had 
g^ven to each captain before I sailed from Groaix, one half of the answer 
only was returned. In this position both ndes lay to till dayhght, when 
the ships proved to be the Alliance and the Pallas. 

^ On the morning of that day, the 2dd, the brig from Holland not being 
in sights we chased a brigantine that appeared laying to to windward. 
About noon we saw and chased a large ship that appeared coming round 
Flambonyugh Head, from the northward, and at the same time I manned 
and armed one of the pilot boats to sail in pursuit of the brigantine, whidi 
now appeared to be the vessel that I had forced ashore. Soon after this 
a fleet of forty-one sail appeared off Flamborough Head, bearing N.N.K; 
this induced me to abandon the single ship whidi had then anclnxed in 
Burlington Bay ; I also called bade the pik>t boat and hcHsted a signal for 
a general chase. When the fleet discovered us bearing down, all the 
merchant sUjn crowded sail towards the shore. The two ships of war 
that protected the fleet, at the same time steered torn the hmd, and made 
the disposition for the battie : in i^proaching the enemy I crowded every 
poesiUe sail, and nuule the ngnal for the line of battle, to whidi the 
Alliance showed no attention. Earnest as I was for the action, I could 
not reach the ccmmodore's ship until seven in the evening, being then 
within pistol shot, when he hailed the Bon homme Bidiard, we answered 
him by firing a whole broadside. 
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" The battle being thus begun, was continued with unremitting fiiry. 
Every method was practised on both sides to gain an advantage, and rake 
each other ; and I must confess that the enemy's ship being much more 
manageable than the Bon homme Richard, gained thereby, several times 
on advantageous situation, in spite of my best endeavoift to prevent it As 
I had to deal with an enemy of greatly superior foree^ I was under the 
necessity of dosing with him, to prevent the advantage which he had over 
me in point of manoeuvre. It was mj intention to lay the Bon homme 
Richard athwart the enemy's bow, but as that operation required great 
dexterity in the management of both sails and helm, and some of 
our braces being shot away, it did not exactly succeed to my wishes ; the 
enemy's bowsprit, however, came over the Bon homme Richard's poop by 
the misen mast, and I made both ships ftst together in that situation, 
which by the action of the wind on Uie enemy's sails, forced her stem 
dose to the Bon homme Richard's bow, so that the ships lay square 
alongside of each other, the yaids being all entangled, and the cannon of 
each ship touching the opponent's side. When this position took place it 
was eight o'clock, previous to which the Bon homme Richard had received 
sundry oghteen pounds shot below the water, and leaked very much. My 
hattery of 12-poundeKB, on which I liad placed my chief dependance, being 
commanded by Lieut Daleaad Col. Weibert, and manned principally with 
American seamen, and French volunteers, were entirely silenced and 
abandcmed. As to the six old IS-pounders that formed the battery of the 
lower gun-deck, they did no service whatever; two out of three of them 
burst at the first fire, and killed almost all the men who were stationed to 
manage them. Before this time, too, Col. De Chamillard, who commanded 
a party of twenty soldiers on the poop, had abandoned that station, after 
having k)st some df his men. These men deserted their quarters. I had 
now only two pieces of cannon, Q-pounders, on the quarter deck thatVere 
not silenced, and not one of the heavier cannon was fired during the rest 
of the action. The purser, Mr. Mease, who commanded the guns on the 
quarter deck, being dangerously wounded in the head, I was obliged to fill 
his place, and with great difficulty rallied a few men, and shifted over one 
of the lee quarter-deck guns, so that we afterwards played three pieces of 
9 pounders upon the enemy. The tops alone seconded the fire of this 
little battery, and held out bravely during the whole of the action ; 
especially the main top where lieut Stadc commanded. I directed the 
fire of one of the three cannon against the main-mast with double-headed 
■hot, while the other two were exceedingly well served with grape and 
camster-shot to silence the enemy's musketry, and clear her decks, which 
was at last efiiected. The enemy were, as I have since understood, on the 
inrtaat of calling for quarters, when the cowardice or treachery of three 
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of my under ofSoers induced them to call to the enemj. The EngKah 
commodore asked me if I demanded quarters, and I having answered 
him in the most determined negative, they renewed the battle with double 
fuiy ; they were unable to stand the deck, but the fire of thdr cannon, 
especially the lower batieiy, which was entirely fonned of 18 pounden, 
was incessant Both ships were set on .fire in vafious places, and the 
scene was dreadful beyond the reach of language. To account for the 
timidity of my three under offioeis, I mean the gunnai^ the carpenter, and 
the master-at-arms, I must observe Aat the two first were slightly 
wounded, and as the sh^ had received various shots under water, and one 
of the pumps bemg shot awj^, the carpenter expressed his fear that she 
would sink, and the other two concluded that she was sinking, which 
occasioned the gunner to run aft on the poop, without my knowledge, to 
strike the <xAon ; fortunately for me, a cannon ball had done that before, 
by carrying awi^ fiie ensign staff; he was, therefore, reduced to the 
necessity of sinking^^-as he supposed, — oi of calling for quarter, and he 
preferred-ihe latter. 

"All this time the Bon homme Richard had sustained the action alone, 
and the enemy, though much superior in force, would have been veiy glad. 
to have got clear, as appears by their own acknowledgments, and thdr 
having let go an anchor the instant that I laid them on board, by which 
rnecmsr they would have escaped^ had I not made them well &8t to the 
Bon homme Richard. 

"At last, at half past nine o'clock, the Alliance appeared, and I now 
thought the battle at an end ; but to my utter astonishment, he discharged 
a broadside fiill into the stem of the Bon homme Richard. We called 
to him for God's sake to forbear firing into the Bon homme Richard ; yet 
he passed along the off side of the ship, and continued firing. There 
was no possibility of his mistaking the enemy's ship for the Bon homme 
Richard, there being the most essential difference in their appearance and 
construction ; besides, it was then full moonlight, and the sides of the 
Bon homme Richard were ^1 black, while the sides of the prizes were 
yellow ; yet, for the greater security, I showed the signal of our 
reconnoiasance, by putting out three hmthoms, one at the head (bow), 
another at the stem (quarter), and the third in the nuddle, in a horiscmtal 
line. Every tongue cried that he was firing into the wrong ship, but 
nothing availed, he passed round, firing into the Bon homme Richard's 
head, stem, and broadside, and by one of his voUies killed several of my 
best men, and mortally wounded a good officer on the forecastle. My 
situation was reaUy deplorable. The Bon homme Richard received 
various shots under water from the Alliance ; the leak gained on the 
pumps ; and the fire increased much on board both ships. Some oflioen 
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penuaded me to strike, of whose courage and good sensQ I entertain a 
Ugh opinioD. M7 treacherous inaster^tramis let looso all my pnsonen 
without my knowledge; and my prospect hecame gloomy indeed. / 1 would 
not, however, give up the point The enemy's main-mast hegan to. shake, 
their firing decreased, ours rather increased, and jtbe British 'colors were 
struck at half an ]^ur past ten o'clock. 

** This prize proved to be the British ship-of-war the Serapis, a new ship 
of 44 guns, buik on their most apptoved construction, with two complete 
batteries, one of them^ 18 pounders, and commanded by the brave 
Commodore Richard Pearson. I had yet t^ro enemies to encounter far 
more formidable than the Britons : — I mean fire ^nd water. The Serapis 
was attacked only by the fint^ but the Bon homme Richard was assailed 
by both : there were fiv| feet water in the hold,' and though it was 
moderate ^m the explosion of so much gunpowd^, yet the three pumps 
that* remaiBed could with difiSiculty only keep the water fix)m gaining. 
The fire broke out in various parts of tiie ship, in spite of all the water 
that could be thrown to quench it, and at leng^ broke out as low as the 
powder magazine, and within a few inches of the powder.' In that 
dilemma, I took out the powder upon deokrieadj|[_to be thrown overboard 
at the last extremity, and it was 10 o'clock the next day, the 24th, before 
the fire was entirely extinguished. With respect to the situation of the 
Bon homme Richard, the rudder was cut entirely off the stem fifMne, and 
the tnmsums were almost entirely cut away ; the timbers, by th^ lower 
deck especially, from the main-mast to the stem, being greatly decayed 
with age, were mangle^ bej^ond my power of description ; and a person 
must have been an^i^newTtness to form a just idea of the tremendous scene 
of carnage, wreck, and ruin that everywhere appeared. Humanity cannot 
but recoil from the prospect of such finished horror, and lament tiiat war 
should produce such &tal consequences. 

^'After the carpenters, as well as Capt de Cottineau, and other men of 
flense had well examined and surveyed the ship (which was not finished 
before five in the evening), I found every person td be convinced that it 
was impossible to keep the Bon homme Richard afloat so as to reach a 
port if the wind should increase, it being ihen only a very moderate 
breeze. I had but littie time to remove my wounded, which now became 
unavoidable, and which was effected in the course of the night and next 
morning. I was determined to keep the Bon homme Richard afloat, and, 
if possible, to bring her into port For that purpose the fiist heutenant 
of the Pallas continued on board with a party of men to attend the 
pumps, with boats in waiting, ready to take them on board, in case the 
water should gain on them too fiist The wind augmented in the night 
and the next day, on the 25th, so that it was impossible to prevent the 
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good oLd ship from sinkiiig. They did not abandon ber till after 9 
o'clock; the water was then up to the lower deck, and a little after ten, I 
saw with ineipressiUe grief the last glimpse of the Bon homme Bichaid. 
No lives were lost with the ship, bat it was impossible to save the 
stores of any sort whatever. I lost even the best part of my clothes, 
books, and papers ; and several of my officers lost all their clothes and ^fects. 

** Having thus endeavoied to give a clear and simple relaticm of the 
circumstances and events that have attended the little armament under my 
command, I shall freely submit my conduct therein to the censure of my 
superiors and the impculaal public I beg leave, however, to observe, that 
the force that was put under my command was far from bdng well com- 
posed ; and as the great majority of the actors in it have appeared bent 
on the pursuit of interest only, I am exceedingly sorfy that they and I 
have been at all concerned. I am in the highest degree sensible of the 
singular attentions which I have experienced from the court of France, 
which I shall remember with perfect gratitude until the end of my life, 
and will always endeavor to merit, while I can, consistent with my h<Mior, 
continue in the public service. I must speak plainly. As I have been 
always honored with the M confidence of Congress, and as I also flattered 
myself with enjoying in some measure the confidence of the Court of 
France, I could not but be astonished at the conduct of M. de Chaumont, 
when, in the moment of my departure from Groaix, he produced a pi^>er, 
a concordat, for me to sign, in common with the cheers whom I had 
commissioned but a few days before. Had that paper, or even a less 
dishonorable one, been proposed to me at the beginning, I would have 
rejected it with just contempt, and the word deplaeementj among others, 
should have been necessary. I cannot, however, even now suppose that 
he was authorized by the Court to make such a baigain with me ; nor 
can I suppose that the minister of the marine meant that M. de Chaumont 
should consider me merely as a colleague with the commanders of the 
other ships, and communicate to them not only all he knew, but all he 
thought, respecting oui destination and operations. M. de Chaumont has 
made me various reproaches on account of the expense of the Bon homme 
Richard, wherewith I cannot think I have been justly chargeable. M. de 
Chamillard can attest that the Bon homme Richard was at last far from 
being well fitted or armed for war. If any person or persons who have 
been charged with the expense of that armament have acted wrong, the 
fiiult must not be laid to my charge. I had no authority to superintend 
that armament, and the persons who had authority were so far from giving 
me what I thought necessaiy, that M. de Chaumont even refused, among 
other things, to allow me irons for securing ^e prisoners of war. 

" In short) while my life remains, if I have any capacity to render good* 
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and aooeptaUe aervioes to the eommon cause, no man will step forth with 
greater cheerlnlneM and alacrity than myself; but I am not made to be 
dishonored, nor can I accept of the half eonfidenee of any man living ; of 
course I cannot, consistent with my honor and a prospect of suocees, 
imdertake future expeditions, unless when the object and destination is 
communicated to me ak»e, and to no other person in the marine line. In 
cases where troops are embarked, a like confidence is due alone to their 
eonmiander-in-chie£ On no other condbioA will I ever undertake the 
diief command of a private ezpeditfon ; and when I do not command in 
diie( I have no desire to be in the secret 

^ Captain Gottineau engaged the Countess of Scarborough, and took 
her after an bourns action, while the Bon homme Richard engaged the 
(SerapiB. The Countess of Scarborough is an armed ship of 20 six- 
pounders, and was commanded by a king's officer. In the action, the 
Countess of Scarborough and the Serapis were at a considerable distance 
asunder ; and the AUiance, as I am informed, fired into the Pallas and 
killed some men. K it should be asked why the convoy was suffered to 
escape, I must answer, that I was myself in bo condition to pursue, and 
that none of the rest showed any inclination, not even Mr. Bicot, who had 
held off at a distance to windward during the whole action, and withheld 
by force the pibt boat with my lieutenant and 15 men.* The Alliance, 
too, was in a state to pursue the fleet, not having had a single man 
wounded, or a single shot fired at her from the Scrapie, and only three 
that did execution from the Countess of Scarborough, at such a distance 
that one stuck in the side, and the other two just touched and then 
.dropped into the water. The Alliance killed one man only on board the 
Serapia. As Captain de Cottineau charged himself with manning and 
securing the prisoners of the Countess of Scarborough, I think the escape 
of the Baltic fleet cannot so well be charged to his account 

^ I should have mentioned that the mainmast and mizentopmast of the 
Serapis fell overboard soon after the captain had come on board the Bon 
homme Richard. 

^ Upon the whole, the captain of the Alliance has behaved so very ill 
in every respect, that I must complain loudly of his conduct He pre- 
tendi that he is authorized to act independent of my command : I have 
been taught the contrary ; but supposing it to be so, his conduct has been 
base and unpardonable. M. de Chamillard will explain the particulars. 
Esther Captain Landais or myself is highly criminal, and one or the other 



• Thk ii foonded on s report that has proved to be (alee ; for it now eppeeie that 
Cs^ Rieot expreaely ordered the pilot boat to board the Bon homme Richard, which 
Older was diMbeyed. 
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must be punished. I forbear to take any steps with him until I have the 
advice and approbation of your exoellency. I have been advised by all 
the officers of the squadron to put M. Trfmdais under airest ; but as I have 
postponed it so long, I will bear with him a little longer, until the return 
of my express. 

** We this day anchored her^ having since the action been tossed to 
and fro by contrary winds. I wished to have gained the Road of Dunkirk 
on account of our prisonera, but was overruled by the majority of my 
eolleagueB, I shall hasten up to Amsterdam, and there if I meet with no 
orden from my government, I will take the advice of the F^nch ambassador. 
It is my present intention to have the Countess of Scarborough ready to 
transport the prisoners from hence to Dunkirk, unless it should be found 
more expedient to deliver them to the English ambassador, taking his 
obligation to send to Dunkirk, Ac immediately an equal number of 
American prisoners. I am under strong apprehensions that our object 
here will fail, and that through the imprudence of M. de Chaumont^ who 
has communicated everything he knew or thought on the matter to 
persons who cannot help talking of it at a full table. This is the way he 
keeps state secrets, though he never mentioned the a£5ur to me. 

** I am ever, &c. 

"JoHHP.Jonriss." 



'* Particulars of the bloody engagement between the XT, S, Frigate Bon 
homme Richard and British Frigate Serapiiy written for the author 
by his late friend, Commodore Richard Dale, First Lieutenant of the 
Bon homme Richard, 

"On the 23d of September, 1779, being below, was roused by an 
imusual noise upon deck. This induced me to go upon deck, when I 
found the men were swaying up the royal yards, preparatory to making 
sail for a large fleet under our lee. I asked the coasting pilot what fleet 
it was ? He answered, ^ The Baltic fleet, under convoy of the Serapis of 
44 guns, and the Countess of Scarborough of 20 guns.' A general chase 
then commenced of the Bon homme Richard, the Vengeance, the Pallas, 
and the Alliance. The latter ship being then in sight after a separation 
from the squadron of nearly three weeks, but which ship, as usual, disre- 
garded the private signals of the commodore. At this time our fleet 
headed to the northward, with a li^t breeze, Flamborough head being 
about two leagues distant At 7 p.m. it was evident the Baltic fleet per- 
ceived we were in chase, from the signal of the Serapds to the merchant- 
men to stand in shore. At the same time, the Serapis and Countess of , 
Scarborough, tacked ship, and stood off shore, with the intention of 
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drawing off our attention from the convoy. When these ships had 
separated from the convoy about two miles, tiiey again tacked and stood 
in shore after the merchantmen. At about eight, being within hail, the 
Serapis demanded, * what ship is that f He was answered, *• I can*t hear 
what you say.' Immediately after the Serapis hailed again, ^ what ship is 
that ? Answer inunediately, or I shall be under the necessity of firing 
into you.' At this moment I received orders from Commodore Jones to 
commence the action with a broadside, which indeed appeared to be 
simultaneous on board both ships. Our position being to windward of 
the Serapis, we passed ahead of her, and the Serapis coming up on our 
larboard quarter, the action commenced abreast of each other. The 
Serapis soon passed ahead of the Bon honmie Richard, and when he 
thought he had gained a distance sufficient to go down athwart the fore 
foot to rake us, found he had not enough distance, and that the Bon 
homme Richard would be aboard him, put his helm a-lee, which brought 
the two ships on a line, and the Bon homme Richard, having headway, 
ran her bows into the stem of the Serapis. We had remained in this 
situation but a few minutes when we were again hailed by the Serapis, 
* Has your ship struck f To which Captain Jones answered, * I have not 
yet b^un to fight' As we were unable to bring a single gun to bear 
upon ^e Serapis, our topsails were backed, while those of the Serapis 
being fiUed, the ships separated. The Serapis wore short round upon her 
heel, and her jibboom ran into the mizen rigging of the Bon homme 
Richard ; in this situation the ships were made fast together with a hawser, 
the bowsprit of the Serapis to the mizenmast of the Bon homme Richard, 
and the action recommenced from the starboard sides of th^ two ships. 
With a view of separating the ships, the Serapis let go her anchor, which 
manoeuvre brought her head, and the stem of the Bon homme Richard to 
the wind, while the ships lay closely pressed against each other. A 
novelty in naval combats was now presented to many witnesses, but to 
few admirers. The rammers were ran into the rei^)ective ships to enable 
the men to load after the lower ports of the Serapis had been blown away, 
to make room for running out their guns, and in this situation the ships 
remained until between 10 and 11 o'clock P.M., when the engagement 
terminated by the surrender of the Serapis. 

"' From the commencement to the termination of the action, there was 
not a man on board the Bon homme Richard ignorant of the superiority 
of the Serapis, both in weight of metal, and in the qualities of the crews. 
The crew of that ship was picked seamen, and the ship itself had been 
only a few months off the stocks ; whereas the crew of the Bon homme 
Ridiard consisted of part American, English, and French, and a part of 
Maltese, Portuguese, and Malays, these latter contributing, by their want 
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of navd tUD aid knowledge of theBnglkh language, to depress rather 
than etei^ate a just hope of Buooeas in a oombat under such circumstances. 
Neither the coasidiration of the relative force of the ^ipe, the &ct of the 
blowing up of the gun-deck above them by the bursting of two of the 18 
poundeiSi nor the aUrm that the ship was sinking, could depress the ardor 
or change the determination of the brave Captain Jones, his officers and 
men. Neither Ihe repeated broadsides of the Alliance, given with the 
view of sinking or disabling the Bon homme Itichard, the frequent neces- 
sity of suspending the combat to extinguish the flames, which several 
times were within a few inches of the magazine, nor the liberation by the 
master-at-aims of nearly 500 prisoners, could change or weaken the pur- 
pose of the American oonmiander. At the moment of the liberation of 
the prisoners, one of them, a commander of a 20 gun ship taken a few 
days before, passed through the ports on board the Serapis^ and informed 
Captain Pearson that if he would hold out only a little while longer, the 
ship alongside would either strike or sink, and that all the prisoners had 
been released to save their lives. The combat was accordingly continued 
with renewed ardor by the Serapis. 

^ The fire front the tops of the Bon homme Richard was conducted with 
so much skill and effect as to destroy ultimately every man who appeared 
upon the quarter-deck of the Serapis, and induced her commander to order 
the survivors to go below. Nor even under shelter of the decks were they 
more secure. The powder-monkeys of the Serapis finding no officer to 
receive the 18 pound cartridges brought from the magazines, threw them 
on the main-deck, and went for more. These cartridges being scattered 
along the deck, and numbers of them broken, it so happened that some of 
the hand-grenades thrown from the main-yard of the Bon honune Richard, 
which was directly over the main-hatch of the Serapis, fell upon this pow- 
der, and produced a most awfiil explosion. The effect was tremendous ; 
more than twenty of the enemy were blown to pieces, and many stood 
with only the coUars of their shirts upon their bodies. In less than an 
hour afterward, the flag of England, which had been nailed to the mast 
of the Serapis, was struck by Captain Pearson's oum hand, as none of his 
people would venture aloft on this duty ; and this, too, when more than 
1500 persons were witnessing the conflict, and the humiliating termination 
of it, from Scarborough and flamborough head. 

^ Upon finding that the flag of the Serapis had been struck, I went to 
Captain Jones, and asked whether I might board the Serapis? to which he 
consented ; and, jumping upon the gunwale, seized the main-brace pen- 
nant, and swung myself upon her quarter-deck. Midshipman Mayrant 
followed with a party of men, and was immediately run through 
the thigh with a boarding-pike by some of the. enemy stationed in the 
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want, who were not iiifi»med of the surrender of fbeir di^ I found 
Captain PearBcm standing on the leeward side of th^ qnarter-dsck, and, 
addreasing myself to him, said — * Sir, I have orders to send yon on board 
the ship alongside.* The first lieutenant of the Serapis coming up at this 
moment^ inquired of Captain Pearson whether the ship alongside had 
struck to him 9 To which I replied, *No, sir, the contrary ; he has struck 
to us.' The lieutenant renewing his inquiry, hove you struck, sir ? was 
answered, 'Yes, I have.' The lieutenant replied, 'I have nothing more to 
aay;' and was about to return below, when I informed him he must 
accompany Captain Pearson on board the ship alongside. He said, **If 
you will permit me to go bebw, I will silence the firing of the lower<leck 
guns.' This request was refused, and with Captain Peanon was passed 
over to the dedc of the Bon homme Richard. Orders being sent below to 
cease firing, the engagement terminated, after a most obstinate contest of 
three hours and a hal£ ^ 

"' Upon receiving Captain Pearson on board the Bon homme Richard, 
Captain Jones gave orders to cut loose the lashings, and directed me to 
follow him with the Serapis. Perceiving the Bon homme Itichard leaving 
the Serapis, I sent one of the quarter-masters to ascertain whether the 
wheel-ropes were cut away, supposing something extraordinary must be 
the matter, as the ship would not pay off, although the head sails were 
aback, and no after sfdl ; the quarter-master returning, reported that the 
wheel-ropes were all well, and the helm hard a-port Excited by this 
extraordinary circumstance, I jumped off the binnacle, where I had been 
sitting, and falling upon the deck, found to my astonishment I had the 
use of only one of my legs : a splinter of one of the guns had struck and 
badly wounded my leg, without my perceiving the injuiy until this 
moment I was replaced upon the binnacle, when the sailing-master of 
the Serapis coming up to me, observed that ftom my orders he judged I 
must be ignorant of the ship hein^ at OTiehar. Noticing the second lieu- 
tenant of the Bon homme Richard, I directed him to go below and cut 
away the cable, and follow the Bon homme Richard with the Serapis. I 
was then carried on board the Bon honune Richard to have my wound 
dreesed." 

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, 

Ock/b^ 12, 1779. 

A letter from Capt. Eiohabd Peabson, of his Majesty's ship 
Serapis to Mr. Stephens, of which the following is a copy, was 
yesterday receiyed at this ofi^ce. 
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^PalUu^ French IH^cUe^ in Oongrt99 \ 
service, Texel, October 6, 1119. ) 

"Sir, 
" You will be pleased to inform the Lords CommxssioneTs of the 
Admiralty, that on the 23d ult, being dose in with Scarborough, about 4 
o'clock, a boat came on board with a letter fix>m the bailiflGs of that 
corporation, giving information of a flying squadron of the enemy's ships 
being on the coast, and a part of the said squadron having been seen 
from thence the day before, standing to the southward. As soon as I 
received tlus intelligence I made the signal for the convoy to bear down 
imder my lee, and repeated it with two guns ; notwithstanding which the 
van of the convoy kept their wind, with all sail stretching out to the 
southward from under Flamborough Head, till between twelve and one, 
when the headmost of them got sight of the enemy's ships, which were 
then in chase of them ; they then tacked, and made the best of their 
way under the shore for Scarborough, <fec letting fly their top-gallant 
sheets, and firing guns ; upon which I made all the sail I could to wind- 
ward, to get between the enemy's ships and the convoy, which I soon 
effected. At 1 o'clock we got sight of the enemy's ships from the masthead, 
and about 4 we made them plain from the deck to be three large ships 
and a brig, upon which I made the Countess of Scarborough a signal to 
join me, she being in shore with the convoy. At the same time I made 
the signal for the convoy to make the best of their way, and repeated the 
signal with two guns : I then brought to, to let the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough come up, and cleared ship for action. At half past 5 the Countess 
«f Scarborough joined me, the enemy's ships bearing down upon us with 
a light breeze at S.S.W., at 6 tacked, in order to keep our ground the 
better between the enemy's ships and the convoy : soon after which we 
perceived the ships bearing down upon us to be a two-decked ship and 
two frigates, but from their keeping end on, and bearing upon us, we 
could not discern what colors they were under ; at about 20 minutes past 
*I the largest ship of the three brought to on our larboard bow, within 
musket>«hot. I hailed him and asked what ship it was ; they answered 
in English, * The Princess Royal' I then asked where they belonged to, 
they answered evasively ; on which I told them, if they did not answer 
directly I would fire into them ; they then answered with a shot which 
was instantly returned with a broadside ; and, after exchanging two or 
three broadsides, he backed his topsails, and dropt upon our quarter 
within pistol shot, then filled again, put his helm-arweather, and run us on 
board upon our weather quarter, and attempted to board us, but being 
repulsed, he sheered off; upon which I backed our topsails, in order to 
get square with him again, which, as soon as he observed, he then filled, 
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put hk helm a-weather, and laid us athwart hause ; his mizen-shrouds 
took our jib-boom, which hung him for some time until at last it gave 
way, and we dropt alongside of each other, head and stem, when the 
fluke of our spare anchor hooking his quarter, we became so close lore and 
alt that the muzzles of our guns touched each other's sides. In this 
position we engaged from half past 8 till half past 10, during which time, 
from the great quantity and variety of combustible matters which they 
threw in upon our decks, chains, and, in short, into every part of the ship, 
we were on fire no less than ten or twelve times in different parts of the 
ship, and it was with the greatest difficulty and exertion imaginable at 
times that we were able to get it extinguished. At the same time the 
Lugest of the two frigates kept sailing round us the whole action and 
raking us fore and aft, by which means she killed or wounded almost 
every man on the quarter and main decks. About half past 9, either 
from a hand-grenade being thrown in at one of our lower-deck ports, or 
from some other accident, a cartridge of powder was set on fire, the flames 
of which running from cartridge to cartridge all the way aft, blew up the 
whole of the people and officers that were quartered abaft the main-n^ist; 
from which unfortunate circumstance all those guns were rendered useless 
for the remainder of the action and, I fear, the greatest part of the people 
will lose their lives. At 10 o'clock they called for quarters from the ship 
alongside, and said they had struck ; hearing tins I called upon the captain 
to know if he had struck, or if he asked for quarters ; but no answer 
being made, after repeating my words two or three times, I called for the 
boarders anH ordered them to board, which they did ; but the moment 
they were on board her, they discovered a superior number laying under 
cover with j^fig, in their hands, ready to receive them, on which our 
people retreated instantiy to their guns again till past 10, when the 
frigate coming across our stern, and pouring her broadside into us again, 
without our being able to bring a gun to bear on her, I found it in vain, 
and indeed impracticable fix>m the situation we were in, to stand out any 
longer with the least prospect of success. I therefore struck (our main- 
mast at the same time went by the board). The first lieutenant and 
myself were immediately escorted into the ship alongside, when we found 
her to be an American ship-of-war, called the Bon homme Richard of 40 
guns and 375 men, commanded by Oapt Paul Jones, the other frigate 
which engaged us to be the Alliance of 40 guns and 800 men, and the 
third frigate which engaged and took the Countess of Scarborough, after 
two hours' action, to be the Pallas, a French frigate of 32 guns and 275 
men, the Vengeance an armed brig of 12 guns and 70 men, all in 
Congress service and under the command of Paul Jones. They fitted out 
and sailed from Port L'Orient the latter end of July, and came north 
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about ; they have on board 300 fiiglish priBonen which they have taken 
in different vesBels in their way round unoe they left France, and have 
ransomed some othen. On my going on board the Bon homme Richard 
I found her to be in the greatest distress ; her oonnteis and quarter on 
the lower deck entirely drove in, and the whole of her lower deck guns 
dismounted ; she was also on fire in two places, and six or seven feet water 
in her hold, which kept increasing upon them all night and the next day, 
till they were obliged to quit her, and she sunk with a great number of 
her wounded people on board her. She h^d 306 men killed and wounded 
in the action ; our loss in the Serapis was also very great My officeiB 
and people in general behaved well, and I should be very remiss in my 
attention to their merit, were I to omit recommending the remains of them 
to their Ixirdships' fovor. 

" Herewith I enclose you the most exact list of the killed and wounded 
I have as yet been able to procure, from my people being dispersed among 
the different ships, and having been refused permission to muster them ; 
there are, I find, nuiny more both killed and wounded than appears in 
the enclosed list, but their names I find aa yet impossible to ascertain ; 
as soon as I possibly can, I shall give their Lordships a fiill account oi 
the whole. 

'^lam, Sir, Ac. 

"RPlBABSOH."* 

A more perfect idea of the dreadful havoc on board the 
Serapis may be obtained fix>m the official list of the womided 
prisoners taken in that ship ; and it may gratify the curiosity 
of those readers who are desirons of learning more particularly 
the multiplied afflictions to which persona engaged in naval 
warfieure are exposed : — 

^Liit of wmnded pri$<mer8 on board the Serapit, 

"" SepienU^er SOtk, 1779. 
James Clerk,. . • thigh fractured. 
Richard Angel, • • wounded hand. 

• On Paul JoiMir urival in New York, after his esptiire of the armek Britah 
Frigate Serapia of 50 gmw, off Flamborongh Head, after aix hooaf fight yard aim 
and yard aim, by moonlight, he was informed bj a friend that Captain PearMn of 
the Seraphidiad been kmgkud. " Well/' aaid Jonei, ** he deaer? ed it ; and ihoold I 
have the good fortnne to fidl in with him agahi, Iwill make a Lmrd of him." 
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John BobeHaon, 
Abraham Gonuah, . 
John BobertBon, • 

William Rogen, • 
Leonard Addiaon, . 
Bichani Williams, . 
James Ashworth, . 
John McLean, 
Cumberland Ward, 
Charles Jebb, 
Bichard Mason, 
Benjamin Rushton, 
William Hudson, • 
Edward Morgan, . 
Mr. Brownhill, 
Mr. Wightman, 
Robert Oiord, 
Mr. Bannatyne, Sur^eon^ 
Mr. M'Knight, ) ^. , . ^ 
Mr.KiS, \^^^^^ 
Stephen Maggot, . 
John Claik, . 
Thomas Bttbbish, . • 
Charles Brooks, 
John CampbeU, 
Charles Davis, 
William Pubbelon, 
Anthony Franks, . 
Bobert Man, . 
John Oliver, . 
Thomas MerseO, • 
William Gueniey, • 
Samuel Davis, 
Hany Hook, 



wounded hand. 

wounded leg and scorched. 

wounded legs. 

wounded arm. 

wounded legs. 

wounded shoulder. 

wounded shoulder. 

wounded side. 

wounded thigh and scorched. 

arm shot off and much scorched. 

wounded arm. 

wounded shoulder and scolded* 

wounded shoulder. 

womded shoulder. 

wounded arm and side. 

both arms wounded. 

scorched slightly. 

fingers slightly scorched. 

much scorched in the &oe« 

wounded back, 
wounded wrist, 
wounded shoulder, 
shoulder much bruised, 
shot in the hand, 
wounded haunch, 
shot in the back, 
arm amputated, 
leg wounded, 
shot in the back, 
arm and thigh wounded, 
slightly wounded, 
arm and thigh wounded, 
aim and breast wounded. 



^ ThefoUommg mUeraJbly teorched. 



Abraham Portamouth, 
Mr.Mycock, 
Mr. ^ppiewell, 
Thomas Biven, 
lITilliam Bennet, 
Joseph Springale, 



William Searcher, 
Thomas Sandwell, ^oy, 
Benjamin Pickeiagill, 
Thc«nas Hyslop, 
Jeremy Murphy, 
Charles Metcal^ 
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John Lawrence, Richaid Seirton, 

George Lever, Alexander Hutchinson, 

James Caw, William Crow, 

John Paul, Thomas Weelm, 

Robert Ingram, John Ashby, 

James Hall, Seven or eight Lascan. 

'' Dead of their wounda, 

Mr. Brown, Master^B Mate^ Patrick Sulivan, 

Mr. Plaice, BoaUtoainy John Ellison, 

John Jones, Marine^ Private^ John Appleby, 

Edward Vernon, Michael , Capt, Servant, 

^ Besides one or two others whose names could not be ascertained. 
" Wm. Bannattke, English SurgeonT 

" Sir Joseph Yorke, the British Ambassador, presented the followinff 
memorial to their High Mightinesses, on the 9th inst, 

''Hague, Oct.lSth, 1779. 
'' High and Miohit Lords, 

'^The undersigned^ ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiaiy of 
the King of Great Britain, has the honor to communicate to your High 
Mightinesses, that two of his majesty's ships, the Serapis and the Countess 
of Scarborough, arrived some days ago in the Texel, having been attacked 
and taken by force by a certain Paul Jones, a subject of the king, who, 
according to treaties and the laws of war, can only be considered as a rebel 
and a pirate. The undersigned is, therefore, in duty bound to recur to 
your High Mightinesses, and demand their immediate orders that those 
ships, with their officers and crews, may be stopped, and he especially 
recommends to your humanity, to permit the wounded to be brought on 
shore, that proper attention may be paid to them, at the expense of the 
king his master. . 

"YOBKB." 

" Resolutions of their High Mightinesses relative to Paul Joneses squadron 
and prizes, delivered to the English ambassador at the Hague, on the 
26th October, 1119. 

*' That their High Mightinesses, being informed that three frigates had 
lately arrived at the Texel, namely, two French and one called an 
American, commanded by Paul Jones, bringing with them two prius 
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taken by them in the open sea, and called the Serapis and the Oounten 
of Scarborough described in the ambaaaador's memorial. That their High 
Mightineflses, having for a century past strictly observed the following 
maxim, and notified the same by placards^ viz^ that they will in no respect 
whatever pretend to judge of the l^ality or illegah^ of the actions of 
thoee who have on the open sea taken any vessels which do not belong to 
this oonntiy, and bring Uiem into any of the ports of this republic ; that 
they only open their ports to them to give them shelter from storms or 
other disasters ; and that they oblige them to put to sea again with their 
prizes without unloading or disposing of their cargoes, but letting them 
remain exactly as when they arrived. That their High Mghtinesses will 
not examine whether the prizes taken by the three frigates in questioD 
belong to the French or the AHiericafl9,;o' whether they are legal or 
illegal prizes, but leave all that to be determined by the proper judges, 
and will oblige them to put to sea, that they may be liable to be retaken, 
and by that means brought before th^ proper judge, particularly as his 
excellency the ambassador must own ,he would have no less a right to 
redaim the above mentioned ships if tljey had been private property, than 
as they have been king's ships ; therefor^ their High Mightinesses are not 
anthcMrised to pass judgment either upon these prizes, or the person of Paul 
Jones ; that, as to what regards acts of humanity, their High Mightinesses 
have already made appear how ready, they are to show them towards the 
wounded on board of the vessels, and that they have given orders accord- 
ingly. That an extract of the present resolution be given to Sir Joseph 
Yorke, by the agent^ Yander Burch de Spieiinxhock.'' 

^ Extract of a memorial presented by Sir Jwepk Tarke, His Majesti/'e 
AmhoModor at the Hague^ to their High Mightinesses^ requesting the 
delivering up the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, taken by Paul 
Jones, 

^ High AKn Miohtt Lords, 

'*In thanking your High Mightinesses for the orders which your 
humanity dictated relative to the wounded men on board the two king's 
ships, the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough, I cannot but comply 
with the strict orders of his majesty, by renewing in the strongest and 
most pressing manner his request that these ships and their crews may be 
stopped and delivered up, which the pirate Paul Jones, of Scotland, who 
is a rebel subject and a criminal of the state, has taken. 

'^The king would think he derogated from his own dignity, as weH as 
that of your High Mightinesses, were he to enter into the particulars of a 
can so notorious as that in question, or to set before the eyes of the 

9 
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nciait friends and aiDies ctlas crown, anabgans exampka of odidr piinoeft 
and states, but will only remark that all the placards even of your High 
Mightinesses require that all the eaptains of foreign anned yessels shall, 
iqpon their arriyal, present their letteis of marque, or oonmiission : and 
authorises, according to the custom of admiralties, to treat all those as 
pirates whose lettets are found to be illegal, for want of being granted bj 
a sovereign power. 

^^The quidity of Paul Jones, and all the circumstanoes of the afihir, are 
too notorious for your High Mistinesses to be ignorant of them. The 
eyes of all Europe are fixed upon your resolution ; your High Mi^tinesBes 
know too well the value of good foith not to give an example of it in thia 
essential rencontre. The smallest deviation from so sacied a rule by 
weakening the principle of neighbois may produce serious consequences. 

^ JOBSPH YORKE, 

""Done at the ffague, Get. 29th, 1119. 

The answer vtrhicli their High MightinesBes caused to be giren 
to the above memorial vras in brief: — "that they will in no 
respect take upon them to jndge of the legality or illegality of 
those who have on the open sea taken any yessels which do not 
belong to their country ; that they only open their ports to give 
them shelter from storms, or other disasters ; and that they 
oblige them to go to sea again with their prizes, without suffer- 
ing them to unload or dispose of any part of their caigoes, that 
they may be liable to be retaken in the same state they were 
taken ; but do not think themselves authorised to pass judgment 
upon those prizes, or the person of Paul Jones." 

A statement of Mr, Van Berekel, Grand fendonary ofAmeterdamj and 
of Mr. Dumas, Agent of the United States in Holland, 

*^The Commodore John Paul Jones, conunanding a light squadron, 
equipped at the expense dt his most Christian Majesty, under the flag and 
commission of the United States of America, made sail from France, 
August the 14th, 1779 : about the same time that the grand combined 
fleets of fVance and Spain, of 66 vesseb of the line, under the command 
of his excellent^ the Count d'Orvilliers, appeared in the channel between 
France and England. As they expected that a F^rench army, under the 
pvotection.of tUi fleet, irould make a descent.upon th^ southern coast of 
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England, the Commodore having a carte-bkmche, beliered it to be hi^ 
dn^ to make a strong diversion, an order to &cilitate the enter{»nae. To 
this efl^ he alarmed and insulted the coast and ports of the enemy fix>m 
Cape dear along the western coast of Irehind, by the north of Sootbind, to 
Hull, the east of England. In the course of this service, as difficult as 
important^ he made many armed captures, and destroyed a number of 
merchant vessds belonging to the enemy. The great object of the Com- 
modore was to intercept the British fleet returning from the Baltic, and 
consequently to deprive the enemy of the means <^ equipping their vessels 
of war. There is every reason to believe that he would have oompletely 
effiBcted this object, if he had not been abandoned on the coast of Ireland 
by a considerable part of his forces, and if his frigate, the Bon homme 
Richard, had been in the least assiBted in this memorable combat with the 
Serapis, a two-decker, and against the frigate the Countess of Scarborough. 
But after the commodore had fought these two vessels during one hour, 
the distance of pistol-shot, whilst the rest of his forces sheltered themselves 
from any damage, notwithstanding the advantage of the wind, the American 
frigate the Alliance traitorously flred three broadsides of grape^hot into 
the Bon homme Richard. Diuring the whole affiur the Alliance took care 
not to expose herself to receive a single shot, nor to have a single man 
kiUed or wounded on board. The Bon homme Richard was, during three 
hours, lashed to the Serapis, and after the battle, which lasted four hours, 
sunk, riddled as a vessel had never been before. The battle taking place 
at one league from Scarborough, it was not possible, under the circimi- 
stances above mentioned, to hinder the entrance into that port of the ene- 
my's convoy, which arrived in safety. 

*' The Commodore entered the Texel with the remainder of his squadron, 
and his two last prizes, the 3d of October, 1779; The one half of the 
crews, as well of the Bon homme Richard as of the Serapis having been - 
killed or wounded, the Conunodore addressed himself to their High 
Mightinesses for permiasion to establish a hospital at the Helder, in order 
to cure his wounded. But the Magistracy of the place being opposed, 
their High Mightinesses assigned for this purpose the fort of the Texel, 
and as the Conunodore had the permissicm to garrison the fort by a 
detachment of his soldiers, he granted a commission of commandant of 
the place, for as long a time as was necessary, to one of his officen. The 
combined fleet having entered Brest, the English, filled with the tenor of 
an invasion, with which they perceived themselves menaced, let loose all 
thdr animosity against the Commodore. The English ambassador at the 
Hague, by his repeated memorials to the States Qenetal, did not cease to 
reclaim peremptorily the lestitution of the vessel of war and the frigate 
taken by the Commodore^ |nd to demand likewii^that the SeoiehPiraU^ 
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Paul J<me8, should be delivered up to the King his master. This step 
of the ambassador not succeeding, he did all in his power with the magis- 
trates and private dtizens of Amsterdam to cavse them to lay hands upon 
the person of the Commodore, and to deliver him up to him, but in vain; 
no person had the baseness or the courage to undertake his desire in this 
respect. 

** The English despatched many light squadrons to intercept the Com- 
modore. Two of these squadrons cruised continually in sight of the 
Tezel, and of the Uhe, whilst the others were stationed in such a manner 
as to cause the belief that it would be impossible for him to escape. The 
object of the court of France in causing the Commodore to enter the 
Tezel was, that he might escort from thence to Brest a numerous fleet, 
loaded with materials for the arsenal of that port, but his situation ren- 
dered this service impracticable ; above all, as the minister had not taken 
care to keep the matter secret The situation of the Commodore engaged 
the attention of all Europe, and profoundly affected the pohtics of the bel- 
ligerent powers. But this situation became infinitely more critical, when 
the Prince of Orange deprived Mr. Riemersma of the conmiand of the 
Dutch fleet, consisting oi thirteen men-of-war, and sent the Vice-Admiral 
Rhyust to succeed him, and to expel the Commodore from the Texel, in 
sight of the British squadrons. This engaged the Court of Versailles to 
send to the ambassador of France at the Hague a commission from hb 
most Christian Majesty for the ConmK>dore, which authorized him to hoist 
the French flag, but to this the Commodore would not consent On his 
arrival, he had declared himself an ofiScer of the United States of America; 
he was not authorized by Congress to accept the offered commission : in fine, 
he conceived it would be dishonorable and disadvantageous, as well for 
himself as for America, (o change his flag, especially under existing circum- 
stances. With the exception of the frigate Alliance, the remainder of the 
squadron under the command of the Commodore belonged to his most 
Christian Majesty, and the IVench ambassador had, in consequence, the 
right to dispose of them. The American minister, at Paris, addressed an 
order to the Commodore to deliver all his prisoners to the French ambas- 
sador ; and, to obey this order, the Commodore was obliged to deliver also 
the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, because the other vessels could 
not contain the great number of his prisoners. Th^ Commod<»re continued 
to carry the American flag on board the Alliance, and as soon as the wind 
permitted, the Vice- Admiral, having rendered his stay in the Texel as dis- 
agreeable as possible, obliged him to set sail in this frigate. The Commo- 
dore had the address and the good fortune to escape the vigilance of the 
enemy; and the EngHsh, enraged at this, and also because the States 
General had granted an escort for the fleet which carried out the naval 
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BtoraB from the Tezel to Brest, dedared, a short time afterward, war 
against the united low countries. They made use of the stay and the 
conduct of the Commodore at the Tezel for the £rst article of their decla- 
ration. 

** The facts above stated are of public notoriety throughout all Europe, 
and my motive in giving tins testimony to America in favor of the Com- 
modore, proceeds from the desire to render justice to his zeal and good 
conduct for the honor and interest of the United States in the affidn 
which have come immediately under my own cognizance. At the Hague, 
March 10th, 1784. 

"KP.Vah Bkrokbl." 

<< I, the undersigned, knowing not only the exact truth of all which is 
above stated, but having been officially present, during nearly three 
months, on board the American squadron in the Road of the Tezel, attest 
to it with pleasure, this 11th of March, 1784, at the Hague. 

"M.F.DUMAB, 

'* Agent of the United States of America.^ 

The bnUiant result of the terrible contest with the Serapia 
filled Europe and America with the renown of Commodoro 
Jones. The British Goyemment was incensed and the national 
pride wounded at finding one of the finest frigates in the 
English nayy captured so near the coast of Great Britain^ and 
in the view, by moonlight, of numerous spectators. The 
subjoined comparative statement of the relative force of the two 
ships and their crews will show that the advantage was 
decidedly in fstvor of the Serapis : 

^Statement of the Force of the Bon homme Richard on the 23d 
September^ 1119. 

''Six 18 pounders on the lower gun deck, 

Fourteen 12 ^ ^ middle gun deck, 

u g u u u u u ^ 

Two " « quarter « ' « 

^ '^ '^ spar, or upper dedc, 

One in eaah gangway, 
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Two 6 paimden upon Ae foiecasHa. 
880 men and boys. 

*^Foree <^ iks Serfxpii on tib mum day. 

** Twenty 18 ponnden on her bwer gan deck, 
a 9 u M upper " ** 
Bix 6 " « quarter « 

Four 6 '^ "< forecastle, 
805 men, and about 15 Uncan." 

The officers and men who so gallantly distingiiished them- 
selyes in this memorable affidr deserve to be immortalized. 
The annexed roll contains the names of the whole of them 
from an official source^ and it is with pleasure that the oppor- 
tonity is embraced of inserting them in a work which is a 
record of the achievements and prowess of their intrepid 
commander. The roll includes also a specification of those who 
were killed and wounded, together with the respectiye countries 
of which they were natives : — 

''Roll <^ the Officers^ Seamen^ McaineSj and Fo/tcntoert, uho terved on 
board the Bon homme Richard^ commanded by Commodore John 
Paul Jones^ in her cruize made in 1779. 



J<^ Paul Jones, 
Richard Dale, 
Henry Lunt, 
Cutting Lunt, 
Samuel Stacey, 
Laurence Brook^ 
Mathurin Mease, 

Stack, 

■ Macarty, 

O'KeUy, 

John White, 



Scotch, 
Maryland, 
Mass. 
Mass. 
N. H. 

do. 
Mass. 
French, 

do. 
Irish, 
American, 



Commodore, 
1st Lieut 
2d do. 
3d do. 
Master, 
Surgeon, 
Purser, 

Lt Col. Marines, 
Lieut do. 
do. do. 
Mate, 



badly wounded. 



badly wounded. 
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niomaB Potter, 
Nathaniel Fanniiiffi 
Benjamm Stubbs, 
Reaben Cbaae, 
Bemmont Groube, 
Jonah Garvell, 
William Daniel, 
John Mayiant, 
Bobert Coram, 
J<^L. White, 
BichardWat, 
Gilbert Wat, 
John Robinson, 
John Gunnion, 
William Clarke, 
Jacob True, 
Ichabod Lord, 
Daniel Russel, 
Thomas Turner, 
Edward Garret, 
Thomas Miller, 
William Physic, 
James Connor, 
Robert Steel, 
Robert Towers, 
William Thompson, 
John Woulton, 
Robert Stevens, 
Arthur Randall, 
Thomas M3carthy, 
JiHiathan Wells, 
William Lee, 
John Murphy, 
JohnPeaiee, 
Thomas Jones, 
Francis CampbeD, 
Michael Longstafi^ 
Heniy Gardiner, 
B^ Perkins, 
Hugh Wont<Mik, 
John WHliaiiM^ 



Amerioao, 


Ifidshipman, 


wonndedL 


do. 


do. 




Mam. 


da 




do. 






do. 


Midflhipman, 




Amariou, 




kiUed. 


do. 






S.G. 


l£dalupmaii, 


woonded. 


N.H. 


da 




Amerioan, 






do. 






do. 






Engliah, 






American, 


Carpenter, 




do. 


Saihnaker, 


wounded. 


do. 


2d Gunner, 




MaiB. 


Carpenter, 




do. 


Steward, 




Eii{^, 


Boatswain, 


kiUed. 


do. 


do. 




do. 


Gaipenter, 




do. 


do. 


killed. 


Irish, 


da 




KngliaTi, 


Qr.M»rter. 


kiDed. 


da 


do. 




Scotch, 


da 




En^ish, 


da 




do. 


Codi, 




do. 


Gunner, 




Irish, 


da 


killed. 


American, 


da 




English, 


da 




Irish, 


da 


kffled. 


Kiglish, 


da 




do. 


da 




do. 


do. 






Qr. Master, 


kiUed. 


do. 
Englkh, 


Gunner, 
Surg. Mate, 


wounded. 


do. 


Safl Maker, 


killed. 


do. 


Qr: Master, 


killed. 
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VAMBS. 



OOUlfTET. 



John Peacock, 


Irish, 


Suig.Mate, 


. 


Stephen Lee, 


American, Clerk, 




Jolm Burbank, 


do. Master^t-anns, 






Mass. 


Armorer, 


killed. 


William StuigeaB, 


Iiish, 


do. 




John Thomas, 


American, Cook, 


wounded 


John Maden, 


Irish, 


Aimorer, 




John Hagaet, 


English, do. 




Thomas Davis, 


do. 


do. 


kined. 


William Roberts, 


do. 


da 




Thomas Knight, 


American, Carpenter. 








SEAMEN. 




HAlflS. 








Peter Nolde, 




Swede, 




Gilbert Crumb, 




American, 




James Smith, 




English, 




Thomas Wythe, or 


White, 


do. 


wounded. 


IBCsniy Martin, 




American, 


kiUed. 


Edward Lewis, 




do. 




John Brown, 




English, 


wounded. 


William Fox, 




do. 




Dnncan Taylor, 




Scotch, 




John IfEinley, 




do. 




George Walker, 




TCngliftli^ 




Robert Hill, 




do. 


killed. 


Lewis Brown, 




Norway, 




James Evans, 




English, 




John Earl, 




Irish, 




Robert Dougherty, 




English, 


killed. 


Richard Hugaet, 




do. 




John Brown, 




do. 


wounded. 


William Clisdall, 




American, 




James Nicholson, 




do. 


killed. 


John Connor, 




Irish, 


wounded. 


Richard Taylor, 




English, 




John Walker, 




American, 




Oeoige Johnston, 




N<irway, 


wounded. 


Akxttoder Cooper, 




Aigiiah, 
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David Pritchard, 


Englfeh, 




Andrew Ryan, 


do. 




Samuel Matheira, 


Irish, 




Laorenoe Furiong, 


do. 


wounded. 


Thomas Fotrest) 


English, 




Jaa. ITEinley, or ITEinsaj, 


Providence, 


wounded. 


John M. Goffery, 


American, 




Thomas Mehany, 


Irish, 




John Colbraith, 


English, 




James Biley, 


Irish, 




James Lenn^ 


TCnglmli^ 


wounded. 


Joseph GoUinsQiiy 


do. 


do. 


Jones Haraham, 


do. 




Joseph Wiera, 


Portugal, 


wounded. 


Antoine Alcantara, 


do. 




Joseph Mare, 


do. 


killed. 




do. 


do. 


Vincent ^nace, 


do. 


do. 


James Quint, ot Quin, 


New Hampshire, 




John Weaver, 


American, 




David Cross, 


Massachusetts, 




John Turpin, 


American, 




J<An Carrico, 


do. 




John Burnet, 


do. 


wounded. 


John Thompson, 


do. 




John Frankford, 


do. 




Charles Petenon, 


Swede, 


wounded. 


Daniel Emblon, 


do. 






do. 




Benjamm Grartineau, 


do. 




Peter Molrn, 


do. 




Otiver GuBtafl; 


do. 




£3ijah Johnstone, 


American, 




Jacob Henrio^ 


Swiss. 





BOYa 



Baptist TravaiUier, 
Anthony Jeremiah, 
John Bidway, 



Paris, 
India, 

liin g lia h , 



kiUed. 
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OUUAT&T. 



James Powert, 


English, 




John Jordan, 


do. 


wounded. 


Jeremiali Croolm, 


do. 


killed. 


James Pany, 


Irish, 




William Garret, 


English, 




William listens 


do. 




Thomas Davis, 


do. 




Peter Richardson, 


do. 




Joseph Steward, 


do. 




Isaac Hohehaw, 


American, 




Samuel Flatcher, 


do. 




Thos. Honnet, or Hammett, 


New Hampshire, 


wounded. 


Stephen Loley, 


American, 


kiHed. 


JohnDo¥ms, 


New Hampshire, 




Nicholas Rogers, 


American, 




Aaron Goodwin, 


Massachusetts, 




Andrew Kason, 


American, 


da 


Nathaniel Eennard, 


do. 




Williain Cullingwood, 


English, 


wounded. 


Benjamin Rickets, 


New Hampshire, 




James Cunningham, 


American, 




John Holliday, 


Massachusetts, 


do. 


James M'^Cchan, 


American, 


do. 


Robert Upham, 


do. 


do. 


Joseph BarUett, 


New Hampshire, 




William M'Cullough, 


American, 


do. 


John Kiihy, 


do. 




William Simpson, 


do. 


do. 


Nicholas Oaldweli 


do. 




Jeremiah Evans, 


do. 




Richard Lawsou, 


do. 




Patrick Quin, 


Massachusetts, 




William Earth, 


American, 




Daniel Mor, 


do. 




Joseph Cooper, 


do. 




William Murphy, 


do. 


killed. 


Mark Paul, 


do. 




Manuel Quito, 


Portugal, 




Robert Lyon, 


American, 


wounded. 
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Hixn. 

Lmnent V emeaa, 
Daniel Swain, 
John BruBBen, 
John Jones, 
Joseph Bums, 
John DxjiSfy, 
John Pinkman, 
WiHiain Enox, 
Abraham Martel, 
Henry Humphreys, 
Nathaniel Bailey, 
James Mehanny, 
William Wilkinson, 
Elijah Middleton, 
Geoige Harroway, 
John Jordan, 
Francis Perkins, 
John Hacket^ 
Antoine Francisque, 
Franocns Danes, 
Ignace Silveyra, 
Mathien Antoine, 
Joseph Rodrique, 
Antoine Cairieroy or 
Mathien Joseph, 
Jean Ignace, 
JeanPrada, 
Joseph Manrda, 
Manuel Vieza, 
Thomas Clarke, 
James Fogg, 
Jean Silveyra, 
Manuel Priera, 
Jonan Joseph, 
Antcnne Foustade, 
Manuel Antoine, 
Mathieu Frandsque, 
Joseph Ignace, 
AnUrine Silyestre, 



OOUHTKT. 




Norway, 
English, 
Naples, 

•RngKnh, 

do. 


wounded. 


Irish, 
do. 




do. 




Englkh, 
do. 




MaasachuMtta, 
Irish, 
Engliah, 
do. 


knied. 


Scotch, 
Bengal, 
American, 
English, 
PiMtugal, 
do. 


do. 
-wounded. 
kilkMl. 

wounded. 


do. 




do. 




do. 


uned. 


lisqne, do. 


do. 


do. 




do. 




do. 




do. 


da 


do. 




English, 
do. 


da 


Fayal, 
Portugal, 
do. 


da 


do. 




do. 


da 


do. 




da 


da 


do. 


da 
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Naxbs. 
Joseph Joachim, 
Manuel Oastaino, 
LoniB Antoine, 
John Minant^ 



CommT. 
Portugal, 

do. 

do. 
Iiiah. 



PAUL JONEB. 

Rbmaeks. 



kmed. 



Geoi^ Campbell, 
Joseph Holland, 



SERVANTS. 

Cook, I Charles Priestly, 
do. 1 



Coot" 



The following personB, according to the roll kept by the first 
lieutenant of the Bon homme Bichard, belonged to the ship, 
but for some cauBe not known were not induded in the disfri- 
bntion of the prize noionej. 



Alexander Antoine, 
Jacques Loria, 
John B. Freny, 
Lewis Role Tonus, 
Jacques Baterga, 
Joham Gorrica, 
Peny Canreao. 



Thomas Wat, 
John Lyons, 
George Tre&then, 
Richard Williams, 
John M'lntyre, 
Hugh Euroney, 
Aaron Smith, 
Richard Hughes, 
George Johnson, 
William Hamilton. 



BoU of the Officers and Crew of the Frigate AUianee^ 
Landais, October 8(f, 1779. 



tn Peier 



KANK. 



Peter Landais, . 




James Degges, . 


1st Lieutenant 


John Buckley, . 


2d Lieutenant 


James linds, . 


Zd Lieutenant 


JohnLachar, . 


Master. 


Arnold Winship, • 


Burgeon. 


John Swain, 




Arlhur Bobinaon, 
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Namis. 
John Patten, 
Thomas White, 
Nathaniel Watson, 
Alexander Moore, 
James Logham, 
Freight Arnold, 
Park, 

Thomas Ehlenwood, 
James Warren, 
Thomas Hinsdale, 
Thomas Fitzgerald, 
Lewis Laichar^ 
Isaac Carr, 
James Bragg, • 
John Green, 
James Peter, • 
John Orr, 

Channcey Wheeler, 
Alexander Darling, 
Thomas Taylor, 
John Epet, 
Joseph Frederick, 
Rohert Embleton, 
Jacob Nuttar, . 
Geoige Fenwick, 



Rahk. 



Captain of Marines. 
Ist Lieutenant 
2d Lieutenant. 
2d Mate. 
SdMate. 
4th Mate. 
Master Sail-Maker. 
Master Carpenter. 
Carpenter's Mate. 
Gunner. 
2d Mate. 
SdMate. 
Boatswain. 
2d Mate. 
3d Mate. 
4th Mate. 
Quarter Master. 

do. 

da 



James Buright, 
James Haslam, 
George Allen, 
Joseph Plumer, 
John Carebis, 
James Richardson, 
Thomas Luce, 
James Rody, 
John Pall, 
William Shackford, 
Gardner Hammond, 
Charles Hisbert, 
James Chester, 



Geoige Cock, 
John Doyle, 
John Wethabe, 
John Wire, 
John Sadler, 
Evan Evans, 
John Dickson, 
Thomas Chase, 
John Morrow, 
James Forrester, 
Samuel PUtt, 
Edward Flinn, 
Thomas Duane, 
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Samuel Dale, 
John McLean, 
John Graves, 
Richard Hughea, 
John Downing, 
John Thomaa, 
John Sht^ 
Joseph Poor, 
Samuel Nach, 
John CoIIington, 
John Davis, 
Eirtland Giiffing, 
Heniy Nalander, 
John Diraud, 
James Whitney, 
Samuel Gray, 
John Fraker, 
Patrick Martin, 
Alexander Augist, 
Jacob Wendel, 
Prince Pattiaon, 
Jacob Wendel, Jr. 
Abraham Bradley, 
Robert Calder, 
Lewis Russel, 
Benjamin Carr, 
John Kelly, 
Michael Lyons, 
Gibman Wails, 
Zachariah Rodgen, 
Ebenezer Brown, 
Nathan Dorter, 
William Laper, 
Joseph Still, 
Hugh Fleming, 
Thomas Malony, 
Daniel Monooc, 
Thomas Bayley, 
John Smith, 
William Scott, 
William Neale, 



Jacob Arnold, 
John Neale, -• 
John fltsgerald, 
Peter Lunt, 
Joseph Ohoat, 
Jeremiah Peny, 
Stephen Turner, 
Daniel Hancock, 
Robert Smith, 
Richard Woodron, 
John Simpson, 
Charles Brown, 
John Jones, 
Peter Ghreenwood, 
Juba Blodgett, 
ZadockBell, 
David Iron, 
John M'Oaham, 
William Bairott, 
Thomas Bolton, 
John Sorry, 
Owen Hewitt, 
Thomas Jones, 
Owen Rues, 
Samuel Gethel, 
Walter Dumphy, 
Juba Bourne, 
Henry Callaghan, 
ElishaOzal, 
Joseph Scudman, 
Moses Stocking, 
Richard MowlMray, 
John Watkins, 
John Cochran, 
John Leggins, 
Archibald Martin, 
James Fearam, 
John Blean, 
Robert HamilUHi, 
John Kelly, 
John Lake, 
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Arthur Bennett, 
Joseph Shillaber, 
Bichard Piicandy 
PheoneB Baker, 
David Jackson, 
Daniel Knight, 
James Brown, 
Ebenezer Edwards, 
Osere Hone, 
Joseph Batter, 
Thomas Walsh, 
James Bounds, 
John Kennedy, 
John Mayne, 
George Skipper, 
Peter Lyons, 
John Kirks, 
Henry Wiighldngton, 
Benjamin Youlin, 
Nathaniel Warner, 
Henry Wilson, 
Moses Hilton, 
John Adams, 
Abraham Simmonds, 
Daniel Nicholson, 
David Hoye, 
John Dakon, 
Zadiariah Bassett, 
Bobert Ellis, 



William Taybr, 
Alexander Galoway, 
James Heath, 
Andrew Witham, 
Xhomas Andrews, 
John Ambrose, 
Barry Clarke, 
Samuel Wall, 
Samuel Rodgers, 
Bichard Pariah, 
Benjamin Taylor, 
William M'Cassetf^ 
Thomas Cox, 
John Hannibal, 
Asher Cranded, 
Charles Ross, 
Samuel Lambert, 
Richard Limt, 
William Patton, 
William Brown, 
Stephen Rodgers, 
Lu^er Breck, 
Ephraim Clark, 
Edward Jarvis, 
Samuel Carroll, 
Joseph Strieker, 
John Diamond, 
Paul Noyes, 
Alexander Libby. 



BUPKBHUIODIARIIS. 



Nathan Blodgett, 
Samuel Guild, . 
James Daly, • 
John Hol^y, • 
Shipman Bangs, 
FitK Pool, 
Ebeneser Pild, . 
Chase Rodgers, 
Benjamin Bowen, 



Secretary. 
Surgeon's Mate. 

do. 

do. 
Clerk, 
do. 
Aimourer. 
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Peter Adama, . 
Michaal Baptist^ 
John Farman, . 
Alexander Ogden, 
Matthew Ingram, 
John Spencer, . 



Cook, 
do. 
let Sergeant 
2d Sergeant 
Volunteer, 
do. 



The following letters present so interesting a view of 
the motives and feelings of Com. Jones both in adverse 
and prosperous circumstances, and of the opinions entertained 
hj others of his conduct and bravery in the matter referred 
to, that, in justice to his memory, they are now made public : 

«P(M«y, October 17, 1779. 
^ Jaicbs Loyell, Esq. 
"Sir, 
" Enclosed I send you a copy of the instructions I gave to Com. Jones, 
when it was intended to send with him some transports and troops to 
make descents in England. Had not the scheme been altered by the 
more general one of a grand invasion, I know he would have endeavored to 
put some inconsiderable towns to a high ransom or burnt them. He 
sailed without the troops, but he nevertheless would have attempted Leith, 
and went into the FTrth of Edinburg with that intention, but a sudden 
hard gale of wind forced him out again. The late provocations, by the 
buming^ of Fairfield and other towns, added to the preceding, have at 
length demolished all my moderation ; and were such another expedition 
to be concerted, I think so much of that disposition would not appear in 
the instructions. 

''Instructions to the Hon. John Paul Jones, Esq. commander of the 
American Squadron, in the service of the United States, now in the 
port of L'Orient 

**!. His Majesty having been pleased to grant some tiroops for a 
particular expedition, proposed to annoy our common enemy, in which the 
sea force under your conmiand might have an opportunity of distinguishing 
itself you are to receive on board your ships-of-war, and the other vessels 
destined for that purpose, the troops that shall present themselves to you, 
affiird them such accommodations as shall be most proper for preserving 
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their health, and convej them to such port or place as their oommander 
shall desire to land them at 

^ 2. When the troops are landed, 70a are to aid bj all means in your 
power their operations, as they will be instructed in Uke manner to aid 
and support those you may msJce with your ships, that so by this concur- 
rence and union of your diflJBRnt forces, all that such a compounded 
strength is capable of^ may be effected. 

^ 8. You are, during the expedition, never to depart from the troops, so 
as not to be able to protect them, or to secure their retreat inr case of a 
repulse ; and, in all events, you are to endeavor their complete re-embark- 
atkm on board the ships and trsnsports under your command when the 
expedition shall be ended. 

"^ 4. You are to bring to France all the English seamen you may 
happen to take prisoners, in order to complete the good work you already 
have made such progress in, of deUvering by an exchange the rest of our 
countrymei) now languishing in the gaols of Great Britain. 

^ 5. A» many of your ofiScers and people have lately escaped from 
English prisons, either in Europe or America, you are to be particularly 
attentive to their conduct towards the prisoners which the fortune of war 
may throw into your hands, lest the resentment of the more than bar- 
barous usage by the English in many places towards the Americans, 
should occasion a retaliation and imitation of what ought rather to be 
detested and avoided for the sake of humanity and for the honor of 
our country. 

^ 6. In the same view, although the English have wantonly burnt 
many defenceleas towns in America, you are not to follow this example, 
unless when a reasonable ransom is refused, in which case your own 
generous feelings as well as this instruction, will induce you to give timely 
notice of your intention, that sick and ancient persons, women, and 
diildren may be first removed. 

" Given at Passy, this 28th day of April, 1779. 

"B. Franklin, 
"^ Minister Plenipotentiary from the United 
States at the Court of France." 



**Afnsterdamy OcU^>er 26, 1779. 
•* The Hon. Commodore Jones. 
**Dkar Sir, 
^I am with your favor of the 20th. The following Unes are an 
abstract of a letter from the great man at the Hague. 

10 
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'^'I am extremely glad to find that the affiiir which caused meso mvcSi 
uneasiness, has not heen followed hj any disagreeable drcumstanoes. I 
rely confidently on the circumspection of Mr. Jones, and I am well 
persuaded that he will not give me occasion for the slightest complaint, 
and what is equally as important, is that he experiences here the most 
fiivorable treatment The States of Holland have unanimously adopted 
the advice of the Admiralty, which is in perfect conformity with that of 
the particular College of Amsterdam, of which you have been informed. 
In all probabihty the resolution of the province will be confirmed on 
Monday by that of the States Greneral, and the answer highly satis&ctory 
for the Ck>ngre6s transmitted to Mr. Yorke. I learn with great pleasure 
that Mr. Jones has received orders which are agreeable to him, relative to 
GaptLandais.'*' 

** They want here your answer respecting the ^we deserters, who are 
seized, and your promise to pardon thea when you will have them in 
your power. 

^ After having read with attention the copy of your letter, dear sir, to 
his excellency Dr. Franklin, of the Sd of October, intended for M. de 
Capelle, I think it highly improper to be sent to the gentleman so as it is 
presently, and that he must not be acquainted with your complaints 
against M. de Ohaumont I think I must tell you also, dear sir, that I 
am not in any connecti9n with this gentleman respecting America, and 
that nobody has the secret of my negotiations here, besides two great men, 
with whom this gentleman is not intimate. He is a very good republican, 
but by his drcumstanoes he cannot do any good towards an alliance 
.between the two republics. He is a well thinking private, but that is all ; 
being excluded from any share of government in his country. This 
between us. I am, ^c, 

"DUMAB. 

^' P. S. The great man denres to know when you think to be ready 
to Bail" 

^ On beard the Serapis at the Texd, October 26e^ 1779. 
**^ M. Ls Rat De Ohaumont, Jun. : 

^ Tou will pardon, my dear friend, my not having written to you earlier 
since my arrival here ; my silence has not, I assure you, been the effect of 
the little misunderstanding which unhappily took place between your fiither 
and myself when he imposed upon me a *• Ccmi^at at Groaix, which I 
thought, and think still, I dishonored my hand by signing. The ticklish 
and uncertain situation of the politics of this country as affecting the flag 
of America, has hitherto so mi^ occupied my attention, that I have found 
little leisure to write. My i&en in that respect being now entirely removed 
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bj an unaDimonfl resolntioii of the States General, that is £Gtr more favorable 
to onr cause than I had reason to expect^ — ^I employ this breathing space 
urith great pleasure to assure you that my regard and affection for all the 
fiunily of de CSiaumont is fiur from diminished : I earnestly wish your fiither 
to giye to oblivion the past misintelligence. I am persuaded that he will 
now see the impropriety of communicating too early the intended enter- 
prises and operations of a partisan, and no longer blame me for avoiding 
free conversations on such subjects. It is not, indeed, my characteristic to 
be free of words. My heart, however, is no stranger to the sentiments and 
duties of friendship, though my situation as a servant of the public leaves 
me without the power of obliging my private friends, except in the pleasure 
which I am persuaded they take in hearing of my success, when they have 
famished me with the means. 

^ It aflbrds me pleasure to assure you that I cannot too much praise the 
gallant behavior of the young fdunteer Baptiste Travallier whom you sent 
to L'Orient In the engagement a sailor called for a wad in loading one of 
the great guns ; he frimished him immediately by suhstituting his coat, 
which he then wore, and soon afterward, when the Bon homme Richard 
was on fire, he instantly took off his shirt, and dipped it in water and 
applied it with great dexterity to smother the flames. 

^ Present my best respects to Madame de Chaumont and to your sisters. 
I beseech them and you to love me, and that your frither will forgive 
my past &nlt, which was the effect only of my believing that he had less 
confidence in me than he had ti^ught me to expect, and had always said 
I had merited. 

" I am, affectionately and truly, dbc" 

^ I certify that the original, of which the preceding is a copy, was duly 
received by me. 

**Le Ray de Chaumont. 
"iVw York, Dec. 1824.'' 

*' On board the Serapis ol the Texely Oct. 26(^ 1119. 
''Edward Bancroft, Esq. 
'^Mr Dear Friend, 

** Tour warm and affectionate letter of the 14Ui is doubly welcome ; and 
although it overrates and praises my services beyond their real merits, yet 
the commendation of superior understanding, and froip the man whom I 
entirely love and esteem, cannot but afford me the truest pleasure. 

** M. de Chaumont has written me a very affectionate letter ; but then 
he had written me many equally affectionate letters, even from the first of 
our acquaintance, offisring me always the most diiinterestdd servioeB, until 
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that of the 14th of Jime, whereof I enclose a copy. He has not yet offered 
me an apology respecting the dishonorable ' Concordat^ which he after- 
wards imposed upon me at Groaix. I love him, however, notwithstanding ; 
and his excellency tells me that M. de Chaumont has still ' a great regard 
for me.' That assurance revives all my former friendship, and will con- 
firm it^ if you think the answer which I have here inclosed is proper, and 
that the delivery of it will put a final end on his part to our misunder^ 
standing. At any rate, I pray you to present my warmest respects to the 
whole family, for whom I shall ever retain a grateful affection. 

*' I am happy, my dear sir, in being able to assure you that, in spite of 
Sir Joseph,* die flag of fr^dom is highly respected indeed at the Texel. I 
had yesterday the honor to receive authority, by an unanimous resolution 
of the States, and by an order of the Prince of Orange, to land as many 
prisoners as I please, to place sentinels to guard them in the fort on the 
Texel, to haul up the drawbridge of that fort, and to take them away 
again from thence whenever I think proper, and dispose of them after^ 
wards as though they had never been landed. Huzza, America ! 

^ Captain Landais has been ashore for some days past, but I believe is 
not yet set out from the Helder. I understand that he has been and is 
trying to excite the compassion of the people, and in that mode to obtain 
certificates in his frivor. It is natural also to conclude that the late captain 
of the Serapis will continue to stretch a point, and save his own credit if 
he can, by speaking of damage done to him by the Alliance. Let them 
do their utmost. I shall forward the necessary proot 

"Yours, Ac" 

" On hoard the Bon komme Richard's prize, the ship of war Serapis } 
0/44 guns, at the Texel, Oct. 28th, 1779. J 

" To Madam Le Ray db Chaumont. 

• " I can no longer, my dear madam, refrain from writing to you, although 
I have not been honored with a line from you since my letter from L'Orient, 
dated 18th June. 

" I congratulate you on my late success, because I know it affords you 
pl^isure ; and knowing this is, I assure you, a very singular addition to 
my satisfiiction. What has given me more pain, however, than words can 
express, has been a want of confidence on the part of M. de Chaumont 
after he had honored me with strong proof of his fii^ndship and good 
opinion. The ' concordat ' which, to my great surprise, he imposed upon 
me in the moment of my departure from L'Orient, was the most humihat- 
ing paper that ever a friend forced upon the commander of a squadron, 

• Sir Joseph Yoike, English minister at die Hague^ 
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and even my sucoess has not wiped off the dashonor of mj having signed 
it! 

" I am willing to believe that mj fiiend did not see the concordat in the 
same light, and that the idea was not originall j his own, but only by him 
adopted from the misrepresentations of persons who were constantly buzz- 
ing in his ear, and showing an infinity of theory which they have not 
since been quite so happy in reducing to practice. I say, as I verily beheve, 
that the idea was not originally his own ; and as I love him still with 
undiminished and grateful affection, I earnestly wish him to forgive the 
complaints which I have made, and to continue towards me his first 
warmth of friendship and confidence. 

^ My departure from hence is extremely uncertain; my destination, too, 
is better known to Dr. F. than myself at present Our ships are now in a 
severe storm. I mention this only to show that I can, in no situation, for- 
get how much I owe to the polite attentions and friendship of the amiable 
&mily at Passy, which I beseech you to beheve I shall ever remember 
with sentimentB of the most Hvely esteem and affection, being very truly, 

** Your obliged friend, &c" 

^ I certify that the original of the foregoing letter was duly received by 
my mother. 

^^ Ls Rat de Chaumont. 
"iVew Tork, December, 1824." 

" On board the Bon hxmime Richard's prize, the ship of war Serapis, ) 

at the Texel, October 28«A, 1779; ) 

" The Marquis De Lafayette, Paris. 

'*A thousand thanks to my loved and noble friend for the very kind and 
affectionate letter that he did me the honor to write me from the Havre, 
vhich greatly rewards me for the dangers which I have lately overcome. 
Words are wanting to express how much I esteem, how highly I value, 
and how much I wish to merit the friendship and affection of the Ai^erican 
General Marquis De Lafayette. 

*^I am very much concerned and ashamed to understand that my 
'numbers,' that you received from L/Orient, were so ill composed. It is 
proof that their ladyships the Muses, however condescending they may be 
on the banks of the Heliconi will not dispense their fiivours to the sons of 
Neptune, especially while they are 

By bounding billows and rude winds that blow. 
Alternate toeeed in air, or sunk to sands below. 

^Jn truth, my dear General, I am o/mot/ as sorry that you have not 
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been able to undentand mj meaning as if I bad been addreasing myself 
to — a fair lady ! The enclosed key will, however, I hope unlock the past 
difficulty, and enable you fuUy to see what I so much wish you to under- 
stand. 

^* I will send you very soon a little work that shall be better finished 
than that from L'Orient ; and in the mean time a machine, to which the 
present key is adapted, is forwarded t}ut>ugh the hands of Dr. Bancroft, 
in case you should have spoiled or thrown away the one formerly sent 

*' The late brutalities of the Britons in America fills me with horror and 
indignation. They forget that they aie men ; and I believe that nothing 
will bring them to their senses but the most exemplary retaliation. Lan- 
dais is ordered to Paris to answer for his past conduct 

^ I wish to answer very particularly the three points which you have 
propounded. 1st I never meant to ask a reward for my services, either 
from France or America : consequently the approbation of the Court and 
of the Congress is ail the gratification I can wish for. 2dly. I yet intend 
to undertake whatever the utmost exertion of my abilities will reach in 
support of the common cause, as for as any force that may in future be 
entrusted to my direction may enable me to succeed ; I hope, however, my 
future force will be better composed than when I sailed fix)m L'Orient I 
must sail from the Texel in course of next month, because ships cannot 
afterward remain here in this road. My destination or route finom hence I 
yet know not; but I need not tell you that I wish to see your fiioe! 
ddly. It is now in vain to say what might have been done two years ago, 
with the force you mention ; but I believe, if properly supported by sea, 
such a force might yet perform very essential service. There is no guard- 
ing* 70U know, against storms ; and one would wish either to avoid or to 
outsail a superior sea force. As I believe you know my way of thinking 
on such subjects, I shall offer you no argument I know you want no 
prompter. 

^^ I beg Captain Ricot's pardon for having said in the extract of my 
journal that, in the engagement with the Serapis, he prevented my officers 
and men in the pilot boat from coming to my assistance. I now find that 
this did not happen till the pilot boat had returned to the Vengeance, 
about the middle of the action, without having boarded the Bon homme 
Richard according to Captain Ricot's orders. I was a little vexed, too, 
that Captain Ricot did not come on board the Bon homme Richard the 
next day, to offer me his assistance, when I was in the greatest imaginable 
distress, and the signal was fiying. But these are trifles — and I am much 
more obliged to him for not firing, than to Landais for killing my men 
and sinking my ship. Upon the whole Captain Ricot has acted as became 
a sensible and prudent officer, and is a man with whom I wish to be fur- 
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iher ooiinected. At Leiih he was destined to cover the deBoent, and I am 
fully oonvinced that he would have executed it with great honor to him- 
self had not the gale of wind in the critical moment rendered the design 
impracticable. I shall correct the error in my letter to the minister, and 
do his character justice. I have a very good opinion of the abilities of 
Captain Cottineau, and I wish to be concerned with them both in future 
with better ships. But I must speak plainly my opinion, since you desire 
it^ I do not think that the desire of glory was the uppermost sentiment 
in the breast of any captain under my conunand, at the time we left 
L'Orient 

^ I shall ever be proud to merit the just title of, my dear marquis, 

" Your very affectionate and fEulthful firiend and servant, dbc 

^ I remember to have received such a letter. 

" Lafatettb. 
"^ February 10th, 1825." 

" Texel, an board the Serapis, Novemher 6, 1779. 
" M. Dumas, <fec. &c. <fec 

^ I have, my dear Sir, your two esteemed favors of the 3d. I am 
much obliged to M. de Neufvdlle for his good intentions ; but duty must 
take the precedence of pleasure, and therefore I have no desire at present 
to revisit either Amsterdam or even the Hague. I must wait a more 
fJEivorable opportunity to kiss the hands of the &ir. 

" As I had the honor to write you fully last night, I have now very 
little to add respecting my situation, only that I have resolved to send up 
the purser of the Alliance immediately to Amsterdam, in order to hasten 
the sending down a few articles that are really wanted, and that can be 
got without any loss of time, and before we get the mast secured. If the 
weather permits, what remains to be done, may be effected within four or 
five days, and then I shall not remain idle here. In the mean time I 
wish the Great Man would order the two French cutters here to attend 
omr motion. I believe it will not be difficult to persuade them. 

" With respect to the powers of Capt. Pearson, I am convinced that he 
has received no authority from Sir Joseph Yorke. His powers, however, 
must be as ample as mine ; and I should not, I assure you, have made 
such a convention with him, if Captain Remirsma, on the part of the 
States General, had not given me verbally, free liberty to land the 
wounded prisoners, and to guard them in the fort on the Texel by my 
Boldiers with drawn swords, and with the bridges hauled up at our 
pleasure, and with free liberty to embark them again, and dispose of 
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them as thougli they had not been landed in Holland. You see therefore 
that my convention with Capt. Pearson does not bind me to continue the 
prisoners ashore; I can embark them again whenever I please, and it 
was only intended on my part as a security against elopement They 
have hitJierto been guarded with the drawbridges hauled up or let down 
at the sovereign will and pleasure of the * Governor General' If my 
wishes succeed, it will afford America matter of exultation ; and, at the 
worst, we can only lose eighteen or nineteen dangerously wounded 
prisoners which, I think, will be made up by our having had possession 
of a fort on the Texel. I shall only add that my meaning has been good, 
and that I thought I might rely on the guaranty that I had on the part of 
the States General while we could keep the prisoners from making their 
escape from the fort 

** I am with respect and attachment, yours, ^c" 



^Alliancey at sea, December 27, 1779. 
"M. Dumas, 

" I am here, my philosopher with a good wind at east, and under my 
best American colors ; so far you have your wish. What may be the 
event of this critical moment I know not I am not, however, without 
good hopes. Through the ignorance or drunkenness of the old pilot, 
the Alliance was last night got foul of a Dutch merchant ship, and, I 
believe, the Dutchman cut our cable. We lost the best bower anchor, 
and the ship was brought up with the sheet anchor so near the shore, 
that this morning I have been obliged to cut the cable in order to get 
dear of the shore, and that I might not lose this opportunity of escaping 
from purgatory. 

" I wish Mr. Hoogland would have the sheet and best bower anchors 
taken up, that they may be sent to France or sold, as M. De Neufrille 
may find most expedient The pilot knows where the anchors lay, and 
unless he assists willingly in taking them up, he ought not in my opinion 
to be paid for his services on board her. 

" Adieu, my dear friend ; present my best respects to your fireside, and 
to the good patriot, dbc ; and believe me to be always affectionately, ^sc.^ 

The consternation and nproar produced in Great Britain, and 
partictdarly on tlie coasts of that island and of Ireland, by the 
rumors of this nnparalleled exploit, were amazing. It natmally 
associated itself in the public mind with the descent upon 
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Whitehaven and the capture of the Drake. Orders were 
expedited in every direction for ships-of-war to put to sea in 
quest of Jones, with instructions to take him at all hazards. 
The annexed extracts from newspapers of that day, will 
demonstrate what aggravating annoyance a single intelligent, 
brave, and skilful oflScer may /give to a very large portion of the 
subjects of a great empire : — 

"Zomfcw, September 27, 1779. 

'^ A letter from Sunderland, dated 20th September, says, that an express 
arrived there on the 18th from Aymouth with information that Paul Jones 
was off there, with five sail of shipsrof-war, and 2000 troops on board ; 
that, on the 19th, they appeared off Sunderland, and came up within two 
miles, which put the inhabitants into great confusion, as they expected 
them to land every hour, or destroy the ships in the harbor." 

Extract of a letter from Stockton, September 2l8t. 

" The undermentioned ships have appeared off this plaoe under the 
command of Paul Jones ; we have sent the bearers to inform all light 
coUiers they may meet with to take harbor as soon as possible, and there 
to remain till they receive advice of their being off the coast 

" On Saturday noon two gentlemen of the corporation of Hull arrived 
express at the Admiralty with the alarming account that the celebrated 
American Corsair Paul Jones had entered the River Humber on Thursday 
last, and chased a vessel to within a mile of the pier, where he sunk, 
burned, and destroyed 16 sail of valuable vessels, which threw the whole 
town and neighborhood into the utmost consternation. He had taken 9 
or 10 colliers and other vessels a day or two before he appeared at Hull. 
Che following is the force of Joneses squadron. 

"^ A Boston built frigate with 40 guns upon one deck (Jones's ship). 
A French ship (an old Indiaman), of 44 guns. 
Two American frigates of 32 guns each, new. 
One 20 gun ^ 

Two brigantines of 18 guns each, 
And two small tenders. 

''On Saturday night another express arrived at the Admiralty from 
Hull with the fturther disagreeable intelligence, that Paul Jones's squadron, 
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after having done more mischief in the shipping on Friday, had fell in 
with the Baltic fleet, and had taken their convoy the Serapis man-of-war 
of 44 guns, Captain Pearson, and the armed ship the Countess of Scar- 
horough, Captain Piercy, of 24 guns. This action was seen by thousands 
of spectators. The other ships of Joneses squadron were making havoc 
among the fleet, most of which, however, had taken shelter near 
Flumborough and the Head. 

" From four captured Americans it was discovered that it was Joneses 
plan to alarm the coasts of Wales, Ireland, the western parts of Scotland, 
and the North Channel. Jones took several prizes on the coast of Ireland, 
(particularly two armed transports with stores for New York,) in the 
North sea, and near the Firth of Forth, and had it in his power to have 
burnt Leith, but his orders are only to bum shipping. His squadron is 
now but weakly manned, owing to the great number of prizes he has 
taken, and it therefore may full an easy conquest to the 16 sail of men-of- 
war who have orders to go after him. 

" The Serapis man-of-war lost her main-mast, bowsprit, and mizen top- 
mast before she struck, and the Countess of Scarborough made an 
exceeding good defence against one of the 32 gun frigates. The enemy's 
44 gun ship was not in the action, and the Serapis struck to Jones's ship 
and the other 82 gun frigate. 

*' Expresses also arrived on Saturday from Sunderland, stating that 
Paul Jones had taken 16 sail more of colliers. In consequence of the 
capture of so many colliers and the interruption of the trade, the price of 
coals will be enormous. Instead of having the dominion of the sea, 
it is now evident that we are not able to defend our o^ coast from 
depredations. 

" The master of a sloop from Harwich, who arrived yesterday, saw on 
Saturday last, no less than eleven sail of men-of-war going in search of 
Paul Jones, and among them was the Edgar of 74 guns. 

" By the examination of the four men belonging to one of Paul Jones's 
squadron, it appears that Jones's orders were not to bum any houses or 
towns. What an example of honor and greatness does America thus 
show to us ! While our troops are mnning about from town to town on 
their coast, and burning everything with a wanton, wicked barbarity. Dr. 
Franklin gives no orders to retaliate, — ^he is above it ; and there was a 
time when an English minister was above it ; when an English minister 
would have disdained to make war in so villainous a mode. It is a 
disgrace to the nation. Paul Jones could have burned Leith the other 
day with the greatest ease, and another Httle town near it 

^ Yesterday Lord Sandwich informed some Russian merchants who waited 
on him, that twenty of his Majesty's ships were sent in quest of Paul Jones. 
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SepUniher 28. — Capt Pearson who commanded the Serapis of 44 gans 
which was taken hj Paul Jones, was appointed to the Endymion of 44 
guns, lately lamiched at Umehouse and fitting out there for sea, and was 
coming from off his station in the North sea to go on board of her. 



"^Philadelphia, January l^thy 1780. 

Extract of a Utter f rem L' Orient, October 20th, Hid. 

** The brave Captain Jones, on the 23d of last month, attacked the 
Baltic fleet of 60 sail, under convoy of the Serapis of 44 guns, and the 
Scarborough of 20.'* 

From L' Orient, dated October 22d. 

^ The gallant behavior of Captain Paul Jones, at present engages the 
whole attention here. In my last I informed you that he had the com- 
mafid of a small squadron then on a cruize. He sailed round Ireland and 
ScotUmd, spreading terror and devastation in every part He took, burnt, 
and sunk a great number of vessels, among them a ship bound to Quebec 
extremely rich. 

** On die 28d of September in the evening, he fell in with the Baltic 
fleet under convoy of the Serapis 44 guns, and the Countess of Scarborough 
20 guns. The Pallas, after an engagement of about an hour, took the 
latter, and Jones in the poor Richard attacked the former, — they fought 
for three hours and a half^ with inconceivable rage ; two hours of which 
time they were fiist to each other, and almost all the time one or the 
other was on fire. The Serapis is a fine new ship, sheathed with copper, 
on an entire new construction, and thought to be the fiistest sailing vessel 
in Europe; she has two entire batteries, the lower of which is 18 
pounders, so that she may be said to be almost double the force of the 
Poor Richard." 

Extract of another letter from the same place. 

^ The Poor Richard, with all the assistance afforded from the other 
ships after the action, could not be kept above water, and Jones had the 
mortification to see her go dowiL He has made a good exchange, but he 
wished to have got the Poor Richard into port^ shattered as she was, as a 
picture of curiosity and distress.'' 

On the return of the squadron to the Texel, Captain Landais 
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propagated a report that he, and not Commodore Jones, had 
caused the Serapis to stirrender. To give plausibility to the 
story, he referred to his having raked the British frigate, which, 
in part, was true ; but it was equally true that he fired more 
repeatedly, and with more fatal effect into the Bon honmie 
Eichard ; nor did he, at any period of the action, lay the Serapis 
along side, as he was directed, or take such a position as would 
have caused the enemy to strike his flag at an earlier moment. 
Had Landais closed with the Serapis, as Commodore Jones did, 
she must have almost immediately yielded, and the lives of 
many valuable men would have been spared. His omission to 
embrace the chance offered by the Commodore to secure or 
destroy the merchantmen of the convoy was altogether unpar- 
donable. The vain boasting of Captain Landais, and his 
misconduct during the battle as well as previously thereto, 
induced Jones to recur to the testimony of the officers of his 
squadron, who had been eyewitnesses of Landais's behavior, 
and their evidence was collected, in coincidence with the advice 
of Dr. Franklin, and incorporated in the annexed documents, 
the tenor of which wiU remove every scruple of doubt as to the 
disobedient and reprehensible procedure of the captain of the 
Alliance. 

" Charges and Proofs respecting the Conduct of Peter Landais, 
" We, the officers, &c. of the American squadron now at the Texel, this 
30th day of October, 1779, do attest and declare, upon our words of honor 
as gentlemen, that all the following articles, which we subscribe, respecting 
the conduct of Peter Landais, Captain of the frigate Alliance, are really 
and truly matters of fact. In witness whereof we hereunto sign our names 
and qualities ; and will, at any time hereafter, be ready to prove the same 
upon oath if required. 

*' 1. The Captain of the Alliance did not take the steps in his power to 
prevent his ship from getting foul of the Bon honmie Richard, in the Bay 
of Biscay ; for instead of putting his helm a-weather, and bearing up to 
make way for his conunanding officer, which was his duty, he left the 
deck to load his pistols. 
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^ 2. When in chase of a ship, supposed an English East Indiaman, on 

the day of August, 1799, Captain Landais did not do his utmost to 

OTertake that ship, which he might easily have done before night, but put 
his helm a-weather, and bore away several times in the day, after the 
Alliance had gained the wake of the chase, and was overtaking her very 
fast 

" 3. Captain Landais behaved with disrespect and impertinence towards 
the commander-in-chief of the squadron, on frequent occasions. 

*^ 4. He disobeyed his signals. 

^ 5. He very seldom answered any of them. 

^ 6. He expressed his fears and apprehensions of being taken on the 
coast of Ireland, and insisted on leaving sight of it immediately, when we 
had cruized there only two days. 

^ *I. His separation from the squadron the first time, must have hap- 
pened either through ignorance or design ; because though he distinctly 
saw the signal for the course before night, yet he altered it, first two, and 
tiien four points of the compass, before morning. 

" 8. EQs separation from the squadron the second time, must also have 
happened through ignorance or design ; because the wind being at N. W., 
and the other ships, to his knowledge^ ^j^ng to, and being astern of the 
Alliance, what less than separation could be the consequence of his 
obstinacy in ordering the weather main-brace to be hauled in, and the 
ship to be steered S.W., and S.W. by S., in the trough of the sea, which 
was done from ten at night till morning; and he would not then permit 
the ship to be tacked, in order to regain the squadron, as was prc^posed to 
him by the officers. 

" 9. On the morning of the 23d September, when the Bon homme 
Richard, after being off the Spurn, came in sight of the Alliance and 
Pallas, off Flamborough Head, Captain Landais distinctly told Captain 
Cottineau, that if it was, as it appeared, a fifty gun ship, they must nm 
away ; although he must have been sure that the Pallas, fmm her heavy 
sailing, must have frdlen a sacrifioe. 

^10. In the afternoon of the same day, Captain Landais paid no 
attention to signals, particularly the signal of preparation, and for tiie line ; 
which was made with great care, and very distinctiy, on boanl the Bon 
homme Richard. 

** 11. Although the Alliance was a long way ahead of the Bon homme 
Richard, when bearing down on the Baltic fleet, yet Captain Landais lay 
out of gunshot to windward, until the Bon homme Richard had passed 
by and closely engaged the Serapis, and then, instead of coming to dose 
action with the Countess of Scarborough, the Alliance fired at very long 
ahot 
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^ 12. He continaed to windward, and, a oonsiderable time after the 
action began, fell astern and spoke the Pallas, leaving the Countess of 
Scarborough in the wake of the ships engaged, and at free liberty to rake 
the Bon homme Richard. 

^' 13. After the Bon homme Richard and Serapis were made &8t along 
side of each other (which was not done till an hour aft^r the engagement 
began). Captain Landais, out of musket shot, raked the Bon homme 
Richard with crossbar and grape shot, ^c, which killed a number of men, 
dismounted sundry guns, put out the side lights, and silenced all the 12 
pounders. 

^ 14. The Alliance then ran down towards the Pallas and Scarborough, 
that were s£ the time engaged at a considerable distance to leeward of the 
Bon homme Richard and Serapis, and Captain Landais hovered about 
there out of gunshot, and without firing, till some tame after the Countess 
of Scarborough had struck ; and then bore down under her topsails, and 
spoke, first the prize, and then the Pallas, asking a number of questions. 

*' 15. At last Captain Landais made sail under his topsails, to work up 
to windward, but made tacks before he (being within the range of grape- 
shot, and, at the longest, three quarters of an hour before the Scrapie 
struck) fired a second broadside into the Bon homme Itichard's larboard 
quarter, the latter part whereof was fired when the Alliance was not more 
than three points abaft the Bon homme Richard^s beam, although many 
tongues had cried from the Bon homme Richard that Captain Landak 
was firing into the wrong ship, and prayed him to lay the enemy 
alongside. Three large signal lanthorns, with proper signal wax candles 
in them, and well lighted, had also, previously to his firing, been hung 
over the bow, quarter, and waist of the Bon homme Richard in a horisMital 
line, which was the signal of reconnoiBsanoe ; and the ships, the one having 
a high poop, and being all black, the other having a low steni, with 
yellow sides, were easily distinguishable, it being full moon. 

^ 16. The Alliance then passed at a very considerable distance along 
the larboard or off side of the Bon homme Richard, and having tacked 
and gained the wind, ran down again to leeward, and, in crossfaig the Bon 
homme Richard's bow, Capt Landais raked her with a third broadside^ 
after being constantly called to from the Bon homme Richard not to fire, 
but to lay the enemy alongside. • 

^ 11. Sundry men were killed and wounded by the broadsides mentioned 
in the two last articles. 

^' 18. Captain Landais never passed on the off side of the Serapis, nor 
could that ship ever bring a gun to bear on the Alliance at any time dur- 
ing the engagement 

*^ 19. The leaks of the Bon homme Richard increased much after being 
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fired upon by the Alliance ; and as the most dangerous shot which the 
Bon homme Richard received under the water were under the larboard 
bow and quarter, they must have come from the Alliance, for the Serapia 
was on the other side. 

^ 20. Several people on board the Alliance told Captain Landais, at 
different times, tiiat he fired upon the wrong ship ; others refused to fire. 

'* 21. The Alliance only fired three broadsides, while within gun shot, 
on the Bon homme Richiurd and Serapis. 

^ 22. The morning after the engagement, Captain Landais acknowledged 
on board the Serapis, that he raked each time with grape-shot, which he 
knew would scatter. 

^23. Captain Landais has acknowledged, since the action, that he 
would have thought it no harm if the Bon homme Richard had struck, 
for it would have given him an opportunity to retake her, and to take the 
Serapis. 

^ 24. He has fi^uently declared that he was the only American in 
the squadron, and that he was not under the Oftlers of Captain Jones. 

^ 25. In coming into the Texel he declared that if Captain Jones should 
hoist a broad pennant, he would, to vex him, hoist another. 

^ I attest the articles number 2, 4, 5, 10, 11, 15, 16, and 22, to be mat- 
ters of fiict, and I believe all the rest. 

'' Robert Coram, Midshipman.'' 

"*! attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 
21, and 22, to be matters of fiict, and I believe all the rest 

** J. W. LiNTHWAiTE, Midshipman.'' 

""I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 
21, and 22, to be matters of fiict, and I believe all the rest. 

''John Matrant, Midshipman." 

''I attest the articles number 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 22, 23, and 24, to be matters of fiict, and I believe all the 
rest 

« Lieut Col. Weibkht." 

*^ I attest the articles number 2, 3, and 11, to be matters of ^t, and I 
befieve all the rest 

*^ Bbnjamin Stubbs, Midshipman." 
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''I attest the artides number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, l3, 15, 16, and 17, 
to be matters of fiict, and I believe all the rest 

^Thomas Foiter, Midshipman.'' 



'< I attest the articles nmnber 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 13, 1<$, and 19, to be 
matters of fact, and I believe all the rest 

'' Nathanibl Fanning, Midshipman." 

"I attest the articles number 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, and 
21, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

'' Thomas Lundt, IkOdshipman." 



^l attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 18, 15, 16, and 17, 
to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest 

" Beaumont Groubb, Ikfidshipman." 



"I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 16, 16, 17, 18, and 23, 
to be matters of fact. 

"Stack, lieut of Walsh's Reg." 

^I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 19, 23, and 
24, to be matters of hcL 

" Macarthy, Officer of Walsh's R^." 



" I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 21, to 
be matters of fiact 

*^ RioHABj) Dalb, Fint Lieutenant" 



'^I attest the artades number 2, 3, 4, 5, 11, 14, and 22, to be matters 
of&ct 

" Hbnrt Lunt, Second Lieutenant" 



^ I attest the artides number 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 18, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
and 21, to be matters of fiact 

** Samuel Stacet, Master." 
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''We attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 1, 8, 11, 12, 18,* 20, and 
21, to be matters of &ct. 

^ Jambs Dbogs, Lieuteaant, ^ 

"John Buckley, Master, >- Alliance.'' 

^ John Labchsr, Master's Mate, ) 



''I attest to the articles number 11, 12, 14, and 24 ; as to the 4th 
article, I know that he refused to obey the signals for going on board the 
Bon homme Richard ; and with respect to the 9th article, 1 recollect that 
he said, ' K it is a ship of more than fifty guns, we have nothing to do 
but to run away.' 

'' Db Cottineau db Elogubnb, Captain of the Pallas." 

*^ I attest the artidee number 2, 5, 11, 12, 20, and 22, to be matters of 
fiict. 

" M. Park, Captain of Marines of the Alliance." 



*^ 1, the subscriber, being sent for by the Commodore on the 23d day 
of September, to repair immediately on board his ship, the Bon homme 
Richard, there to examine and find out the leaks of his ship, which was 
within an hour after her engagement with the Serapis, an English ship of 
war, I accordingly obeyed the Commodore's orders, and repaired on board 
his ship, when, after searching diligently without and within the said ship, 
I found it was impracticable to stop the leaks, the ship's bottom being so 
much shattered. 

** Dated on board the ship Serapis, at sea, September 24th, 1779. 

" James Braoo, Master Carpenter of the Alliance."' 

*^ I, the subscriber, late midshipman on board the late American ship of 
war the Bon homme Richard, but now acting in that capacity on board 
the ship of war the Serapis, which ship was taken by the Bon homme 
Richard, on the night of the 23d of September last, the same night I was 
stationed in the Bon homme Richard's main-top the whole of the action. 
About two hours after the engagement commenced, I saw, to my great 
surprise, the Alliance come under the Bon homme Richard's stem, and fire 
her whole broadside into the Bon homme Richard ; she then came along 
the off side of the Bon homme Richard, and came under her bow, wheu 
she discharged another volley of both grape and round shot, which 1 heard 

* The AlUsnoe neyer pasBed on the offside of the Serapis 
11 
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strike the rigging, mints, &c*, on board the Bon homme Richard. Though 
previous to the Alliance firing the second time into the Bon homme Richard, 
I heard some of our officew and men call to the Alliance, which was then 
within hail, for God's sake H>t to fire into the Bon honune Richard, for, 
said they, jou have killed several of our men already. Notwithstanding 
aU this, she fired a number of shot afterward into the Bon homme Richard. 
But as to the Bumber of nen the Alliance killed on board the Bon homme 
Richard, I cannot ascertain; however, as to what I have written here, I 
can attest to as a fiict. 

" Given under my hand this 23d day of October, 1779. 

" Nathaniel Fanning.'** 

* " Aa intelligent, senrible officer. He had the good fortune and the merit of 
aiding to overcome the enemy atationed in the main-top of the Serapia. He 
commanded afterward, and until the cloae of the war, the privateer Eelipee» 
belonging to Dunkirk. 

« J. P. Jojnar 

** I, late a midshipman on board of the Bon homme Richard, and aid- 
de-camp to the Honorable John Paul Jones in the action of the 23d of 
September, off Flamborough Head, do certify, that an hour after the com- 
mencement of it, I was on the main-deck, where there was a brisk firing 
kept up until a ship raked us, when I saw two men drop dead, and several 
running firom their quarters, crying out^ ' The Alliance is manned with 
Englishmen, and firing upon us.' I went up immediately, and saw her 
pass by us. She then, in abcAit two hours' time, came under our stem, 
and while we were hailing her, she fired into our larboard quarter, and 
went ahead of us ; then came before the wind, athwart our bows, when 
she was hailed by Captain Jones's orders, to lay the enemy on board, but 
they returning no answer, were hailed once or twice again, to which they 
answered, ' aye, aye,' and immediately fired several guns, but &ey being 
at too great a distance to damage the enemy without hurting us, when 
she might have come half as near again without any danger of running 
foul of us or damaging us. But^ previous to the above-mentioned engage- 
ment, a signal was hove out from the Bon homme Richard to form a line 
of battle, to which the Alliance paid no attention, but during the whole 
cruise the Allianoe very seldom attended to any of Captain Jones's signals. 
It is my sincere opinion on the conduct of the commander of the |^d ship, 
together with her manceuvres during the time of action, on the 23d of last 
September, that his motive must have been to kill Oaptain Jones, and dis- 
tress the Bon homme Richard, so as to cause her to strike to the Serapis, 
that he might himself be able to take the Serapis, and honor himself with 
the laurels of that day. 
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^ In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name, on board 
the Serapis, lying io the Texel, the 24th of October, 1779. 

"John Mayrant.''* 

* " A yoang gentleniaD of fortune, of South CaroliDa, wbo08 conduct in the 
engagement did him great honor. 

« J. P. JOHES." 

^ If bite midshipman on board of the American ship of. war le Bon 
homme Richard, commanded by the Honorable John Paul Jones, at 
present on board of the Serapis, prize to the above ship, do certify, that 
while at my station in the mizen-top, after we had engaged about two 
hours and a hal^ I saw, to my great surprise and astonishment, the 
Alliance fiigate fire several guns into our ' larboard quarter. Some time 
after, being ordered from my station in the mizen-top on deck, I saw from 
the forecastle the Alliance standing athwart our bows, before the wind. 
Mr. linthwaite was then hailing her, by Captain Jones's orders, to lay the 
en^ny on board, but hearing no answer to his repeated hail, I hailed her 
in the same words, ' lay the enemy on board ;' no answer being yet made, 
I asked them if they heard us, to which they replied, ^ aye, aye,* and fired 
seyeral guns at that distance that part of her grape and cannister shot 
damaged us as well as the enemy ; whereas, it is my opinion, had the 
Alliance come half the distance nearer the Serapis than she did, she might 
have cleared the enemy's deck, and not have raked the Bon homme 
Richard. 

^ Previous to the afore mentioned engagement, a signal was hove out 
by Capt. Jones's orders to form a line of battle to which no attention was 
piud on the part of the Alliance. If I may be allowed to give my opinion 
on the general conduct of the conunander, together with the manoeuvres 
of the said ship during the action, it appears to me his motive must have 
been to distress the Bon homme Richard, so as to cause her to strike to 
the Serapis, and by boarding the Serapis to retake the Bon homme 
Richard, and thereby chiim the Uurek of that day. 

*' In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe my name, on board the 
Serapis, lying in the Texel, the 24th of October, 1779. 

" Robert Coram.'' ♦ 

* *'A brave, ateadf officer of South Carolina, whose condaet in the engage- 
ment did him mnch honor. 

"J. P. Jones." 

*I, the midenigned, Pliilip Bicot, csqptain of a veiBel in the service of 
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4 



the United States of America, and commander of the tender Vengeance,* 
in conformity to the request of Com. Paul Jones, my conunandcsr, do 
communicate to him, and affirm to the different circumstances, hereafter 
declared, in which M. Landais, captain of the frigate Alliance, has, in 
this cruize, appeared to have deviated from that subordination which the 
service requires. 

'^ I observed that, on the Slst of August, at half past four in the 
afternoon, a signal was made him by the commodore to chase a sail in 
sight, which If. Landais did not obey. 

''The next day, September Ist, the commodore made him a signal to 
come under his stem that he might speak with him ; this M. Landais did 
not do. 

'' The 5th of September the captains of the division being on board of 
the commodore, according to his orders, M. Landais was the only one who 
refused to go, and although Messrs. de Chamiilard and Cotdneau 
went on board of the Alliance, to persuade him to it, he persisted in his 
refusal. 

'* That, in the night of the 23d and 24th of said month, during the 
engagement between the Bon honune Richard and the Serapis, the 
Alliance remained within cannon-shot of the enemy's ship, from about 
half past eight till ten o'clock, without my having seen her fire. I shall 
add, that October the 1st, at eight at night, I received orders from the 
commodore to go and tell M. Landais, who was to windward, to take post 
astern of him ; to which I received this answer, and which was repeated 
by M. Landais himself: ' Go tell the commodore that he may go where 
he pleases.' The inconsistence of this answer, and his rudeness to me, 
have since obliged me to testify my dissatisfaction to M. Landais, who 
appeared tb have forgot it. I affirm to the fiids above declared. 
•'Texel, October 26th, 1119. 

"P. RlCOT." 

* ** The Vengeance was to windward, just out of gan-ehot during the whole 
action. The Captain was a aensible man and a good officer. 

"J. P. JoHsa.- 

"These are to certify, that I, Henry Lunt, second lieutenant of the 
American ship-of-war, the late Bon homme Richard, but now of the 
Serapis, conunanded by t^ie Honorable John Paul Jones, having, on the 
23d of September, 1779, been ordered in a pilot boat with a party of 
men after a brig, but some time after I set out from alongside, a signal 
was made for me to return back to the Bon homme Richard, she being 
then in chase of two British ships-of-war, the Serapis and Countess of 
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ScarboTougb, and before I oould get on board tbe Bon bomme Bichard 
she commenoed the engagement with the Serapis. It being night, I 
thougbt it not prudent to go alongside in time of action. Being in the 
boat near, I had an opportunity of seeing some part of the Alliance's 
bebayior above three quarters of an hour after tbe action began between 
the Richard and Serapis. The Alliance was to windward of them, and 
appeared to be lying to, about one mile distant At the same time the 
Pallas was engaging the Countess of Scarborough to leeward of the 
Alliance, and out of my sight Presently after the Pallas and Countess 
of Scarborough had ceased firing, the Alliance bore down for them, and 
disappeared out of my sight What she did there I cannot tell ; but she 
was gone, as near as I can judge, one hour and three quarters, and then 
appeared to me to be going up to assist the Bon homme Richard, but 
was half an hour from that time before she fired ; and after she got up to 
the Richard and Serapis, she fired, and stood off from them to the 
eastward some distance, and, as near as I can judge, was gone better than 
half an hour, then returned back to the Richard and Serapis, and 
filred again. 

" On board the Serapis, at the Texel, 26th of October, 1779. 

" Hbnrt Lunt.* 

* " This certificate of Lieut. Lunt, who was a mere spectator, is of great 
weight and imporunce, it being only in tbe power of this gentleman or of Capt. 
Ricot, who in the Vengeance was also a mere spectator, to give a true acconnt 
of the respective positions and mancBaTres of tbe ships engaged. 

"J. P. Joiras." 

"I, the undersigned, certify, that I was extremely surprised in the 
evening of the 23d of September, when I did not hear the Alliance begin 
the engagement with the Serapis or Countess of Scarborough, having 
remarked just before I went to the main-top (where I commanded a 
detachment during the action), that she appeared to me to be very near 
them. M. Landais had pre«»ed sail during the whole afternoon without 
orders. M. Cottineau hailed us, and asked what station he should take 
during the action, and complained to M. Jones that M. Landais, instead 
of forming the rear as it had been agreed, took the van which was his 
(M. Cottineau's) from him. M. Jones, however, made the signal for 
forming the line ; and I well recollect that he caused a manoeuvre to be 
made in order the Alliance might clearly see his signal, but M. Landais, 
a» usual, paid no attention to it, and we all thought the Alliance engaged 
a long time before us. After taking my station in the main-top, I thought 
no more of the AUiance, because the main-top-«ail hid her from me. A 
little while after the Serapis hailed ua, and I then peroeiyed the Serapis 
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and ihe Countess of Scarborough pictty nigh each orUier. We lODonedi- 
ately began the engagement with ^e Serapis, and I did not p^oeive the 
Alliance till about two hours afterwards, when I saw her rake us with her 
whole broadside, a little to larboard of us ; and, at the same time, I heard 
a hundred voices hailii^ the Alliance, and telling them that it was on 
board the Bon homme Richard she was firing. A moment after she 
passed us on our larboard side, and it was with difficully that I hindered 
the people whom I commanded from firing upon her. I hailed M. 
Landais as loud as I could, saying to him, ' I beg you will not sink us.' 
I, at the same time, thought that M. Landn was taldng advantage of 
our circumstances to destroy M. Jones, and thereby save himself the 
trouble he must have expected for having disobeyed M. Jones in chasing 
without orders, and in edging off to shape a contraiy course, when the 
signal was made to chase, and on several other occasions, such as refusing 
to come on board the Bon homme Richard to consult on the necessaiy 
operations, <fec The AlUanoe then came athwart our bow, and began 
afresh to cannonade us very smartly ; I then had not the least doubt of 
his intention to sink us, and should have fired on the Alliance in prefer- 
ence to the Serapis, but that the main-top-sail and other stuls concealed 
her from us. At the instant when they cried that the Serapis had strode, 
I came down, and was informed that the Alliance had killed us a number 
of people and, amongst others, an officer who was upon the forecastle. In 
my opinion there was not a soul on board the Bon homme Richard, who 
did not believe that M. Landais knew us before he fired, as we were 
higher out of the water than the Serapis ; that it was moonlight, and 
that we had made the signal by which we must have been known during 
the action. 

'^ The first lieutenant of the Countess of Scarborough told me some 
days since, that he had remarked, during the action with the Pallas, that 
the Alliance was for some time athwart and to windward of them ; that, 
as soon as the Scarborough had stmck, the Alliance came and hailed 
them and asked them * what vessel that w^ which was engaged f ' He 
was answered *• the Serapis.' He asked her fcjlfe, but they would not tell 
him ; he then tacked and shaped his course under his topsails only to 
join us. 

<' Done on board the Serapis in the Tezel, this 27th of October, 1779. 

"Edward Stack,* 
"Lieutenant of Walshes Regiment. 

* " Mr. Suck had the disdoguished advantage of commaDding in the main- 
top, and the poet was essentially useful in the engagement. His merit obtained 
inch a certificate from his Commodore, as, b^g presented to the Minister of 
War at Versailles, procured him promotion from sub-lieutenant to the rank of 
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eapuin with a peennUiy gntifioation for the Iom of his efiects when the Bon 
homme Riehaid flank ; and, since the war, hia Most Chiiatian Majesty has, jw 
ki9 behaviar in the Bon honune Richard, granted to him an annuity of fonr 
hundred livres for life. 

* «'J. P. Jones." 



" 1^ late midaliipmaii on board the Bon homme Richard, and aid-du- 
camp to the Honorable John Paul Jones, in the action of the 2dd of 
September last, off Flamborough Head, do certify, that about an hour 
after the commencement of it^ I heard some of the men that were stationed 
on the forecastle cry out, ' the Alliance rakes us, and has woimded Mr. 
Caswell, the master's mate, with several men ;' this report was afterward 
confirmed by Mr. Caswell, and he declared in his dying words, he received 
his wound from the Alliance. The ship then disappeared, and did not 
return till an hour and a halt As soon as she was discovered, Capt Jones 
ordered the signal lanthorns of reconnoisance to be placed at proper 
distances from each other, on the larboard side, which order was obeyed 
by tlie master, notwithstanding which, she came up to our larboard 
quarter and fired into us, then shot ahead and stood athwart our bow, 
when I hailed by order from Captain Jones to lay the enemy on board, to 
which no answer was made. Mr. Coram also repeated the same order, 
then asked them if they heard us, their reply was, ^ ay, ay ;' the instant 
after she raked without apparently drawing any nearer the distance, then 
being only within the range of grape-shot, and the two ships lying parallel 
with their sides touching each other, several of his shot were drove into 
the Bon homme Richard. The conclusion I shall make relative to Captain 
Landais's conduct, on the 23d of September, and previous to that time, is, 
that his principal object was to kill Capt Jones, and to cause the Richard 
to strike, that he might step in and claim the honor of the day. 

^ Given under my hand, on board the Bon homme Richard's prize the 
Serapis of 44 guns, at the Texel, the 27th of October, 1779. 

"J. W. LiNTHWArrK," 

* " Of South Carolina, and a brave officer, whose conduct in the engagement 
did him great honor. 

" J. P. JONBS." 

" Capt Landais has oftentimes, in my presence, spoken disrespectfully 
and even impudently of Capt Jones. On one occasion^ about the begin- 
ning of September last, on the coast of Scotland, I went on board tlic 
Alliance frigate by desire of Captain Jones, and told Captain Landais that 
he requested of him to be furnished with the names of the officers and 
men he had a day or two before that put on board the prize ship the 
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Union, Capt Johnston, that he (Capt. Jones) might be enabled to despatdi 
her ; or, to be informed what directions he had given, if an j, as well with 
respect to that vessel, as also with respect to the prize ship the Betsey, 
Capt fisher, which also had been manned from the AlKanoe. Capt 
Landais, in reply, told me very pertly, that Capt Jones had no businefis 
at all with any of those vessels, for that both of them had already leoeived 
proper instructions from him, and that the orders he had given were 
agreeable to the direction he had received from Capt Jones. I told him 
I was of opinion no commander in the squadron, except Capt Jones, was 
authorized to send away a prize, or otherwise dispose of her, when in his 
presence, but by virtue of pjoticular orders obtained from him for that 
purpose. Capt Landais, in a sneering manner, again replied, that he 
would let Capt Jones know that he had as good a right to despatch prizes 
as he had ; that they were captains of equal rank ; and that the only 
difference between them was seniority on the part of Capt Jones, which 
he held of little consideration ; and at last Capt Weibert, who had accom- 
panied me on board, and myself returned on board the Bon homme 
Richard totally unable to inform Capt Jones what Capt Tjandais had 
ordered with respect to those two ships. A short time afrer this, a signal 
was made on board the commodore^s ship for the captains of the squadron 
to come on board. Capt Cottineau and Capt Ricot accordingly came on 
board. Capt Landais not obeying, Capt Jones desired me to go again 
on board the Alliance, and deliver Capt Landais a letter which he then 
handed to me, and which I understood contained an order for him to come 
immediately on board ; accordingly, I went on board the Alliance, and 
delivered Captain Landais the letter, which he took with him to the cabin, 
and in a few minutes returned and delivered me another for Capt Jones ; 
this I brought instantly on board and delivered to him. It contamed a 
second refusal on the part of Capt Landais, and very much offended the 
gentlemen who had politely obeyed the signal, and were then waiting for 
him. Capt Jones, chagrined by the obstinacy of that officer, would have 
proceeded to the business he had in view, without paying any further 
attention to him ; but being still anxious to have his opinion on, and 
approbation of the measure, conjointly with the other officers of the 
squadron, a further attempt to obtain his company was resolved on. For 
this purpose, at the desire of Capt Jones, Capt Cottineau, M. Chamillard, 
and myself went on board the Alliance, to try the effect of persuasion 
upon Capt Landais ; but in vain did those gentlemen represent to him 
the absolute necessity there was for his joining in consultation with his 
brother officers ; that the good of the service demanded his compliance, as 
an enterprise of some moment was to be dehberated on ; but aks I in 
vain did they waste an hour or more in arguments to this end — ^in Tain 
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did they attempt to persuade him — ^in vain did they entreat him — ^in vain 
did they tell liim what he had to dread, from the consequences of his 
obstinately pei^isting to disobey the orders of his commanding officer. 
Instead of paying polite attention to the advice given him, he, on the 
contrary, ncft only disregarded it, but gave himself the liberty to speak of 
Oapt Jones in terms highly disrespectful and insolent, and said he would 
see him on shore, when they must kill one or the other, dbc. 

" On the 23d of September last, when the signal for a general chase 
was given to pursue the Baltic fleet, the Alliance frigate was the headmost 
ship of our squadron, and continued to keep ahead until she began to 
near the enemy, when Capt Landais very unexpectedly and agreeably 
surprised Capt Jones by hauling his ship's wind, thereby politely leaving 
room for his commander to approach the largest ship, which he instantly 
engaged. Captain Landais still keeping at a respectful distance from his 
commander, which respect he, however, continued to observe, mal-apropos, 
until very late in the engagement. The action had lasted more than an 
hour, and the Bon homme Richard and the Serapis had been made fast 
alongside each other by Captain Jones, head and stern together, for some 
time, before I received the wound which obliged me to quit the deck, at 
which time the Bon homme Richard still continued alone with a force 
much superior to herself^ and although she had been most severely treated 
by her enemy, she nevertheless continued to hug her in close embrace. 
The behavior of our consorts upon this day was very mysterious ; but that 
of Capt Landais was of such a cast, as, in my opinion, must unavoidably 
announce him to the public a man devoid of conduct — a man of infamous 
principles — or, a rank coward. 

'* The Alliance having received no shot from the enemy, her captain 
had the advantage to have none of his men either killed or wounded 
during the whole engagement. And it is highly worthy of remark, that 
before the Alliance raked the Bon homme Richard by firing alternately 
into her head and stem, the enemy had been dislodged and driven from 
the tops and quarterdeck of the Serapis to her first and second batteries, 
where they were under cover. The discharge of the second battery of the 
Serapis having beat in one side of the Bon homme Richard and blown 
out the other, made a breach from before the mainmast to the stem, 
cutting off the stempost and radder, and dislodging every one from that 
situation. These retreated to the forecastle of the Bon homme Richard, 
where they could not be fired upon from the Serapis, and with those 
stationed there, were exposed to the fire of the Alliance. 

" Serapis, at the Texel, November 13th, 1779. 

" Matthew Mease.'' ♦ 

* " Mr. Meaaei of Philadelphia, was a geotleman of worthy character. He 
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WM not bnd a Betman, bat had many tiniM crofleed the oeeao, bang a muehant 
and owner of ships. His lo^e for America (his country) induced him to embark 
in the Bon homme Richard, and, the other offices being previoaslf filled, he 
accepted the place of purser. In the engagement with the Serapis, he com- 
manded the quarterdeck guns of the Bon homme Richard, and behared with 
distinguisbed coolness and intrepidity, till he was dangerously wounded in the 
head by a grape-shot. The next day his skull was trepanned in six or aeren 
places ; but, immediately after the surgeon had tied up his bead in the actioD, 
which lasted three houia after his misfortune, he returned again upon deck. 

"J.P. JOHB." 



*' Whereas, since the campaign of 1779, there have been various and 
partial reports secretly spread against the private and social character of 
Commodore Paul Jones, formerly commanding the squadron of the Bon 
homme Richard ; and as, among other hearsays and groundless stories, I 
have sometimes heard that the above mentioned officer had formally given 
the lie to M. Landais, formerly captain of the Alliance, relating to the loss 
of a boat in sight of the coast of Ireland : — ^therefore I declare and affirm, 
that the aforesaid commodore did not say to M. Landais, ^ You lie,' but no 
more than these very words : ' It is an untruth ;' which M. Landais was 
pleased to interpret as a formal giving the lie, who was never able to 
overcome his peevish, obstinate, turbulent, and ungovernable temper, 
which he constantly showed during the whole of the campaign. Moreover, 
I certify, that Commodore Paul Jones, far from commanding with 
haughtiness or brutality, as certain persons have endeavored to circulate, 
was always (though very strict and sharp in the service) affable, genteel, 
and veiy indulgent, not only towards his officers, but likewise towards the 
sailors and soldiers, whom he ever treated with humanity. As I was a 
witness to the before-mentioned quarrel, I must in conscience confess that 
M. Landais gave, at the time, great cause for it, by the arrogant manner 
which he assumed towards his commander in answer to the peaceable, 
good, and fair reasons to which he would never yield ; so &r to the 
contrary, that he (M. Landais) answered the commodore (Lieut Chamil- 
lard and myself both being present) in the most gross and insulting terms 
— ^at first in English, which he immediately rendered in French, that M. 
Chamillard might not be ignorant of anything that passed. The whole 
of the aforesaid quarrel happened in the round house of the Bon homme 
Richard, the 2dd and 25th of August, in the above mentioned year. I 
conclude by saying, that M. Landais accompanied or affirmed his offensive 
and very scandalous discourse by the most provoking gestures. 

" Philadelphia^ November 28/A, 1781. 

" Lieut. Col. Weibert, 
" Of the corps of American EngineBrs." 
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*^ Being on board the Alliance on the 23d of September, 1779, and 
stationed on the quarterdeck in the time of the action with the Serapis 
and Countess of Scarborough, do certify, that I saw the Countess of Scar- 
borough rake the Bon honmie Richard, but cannot say whether she raked 
ber more than once. 

"John Spbncbr.* 

"October 80, 1779." 



* He said he was a Ueateoant-colonel in the service of the State of Soath 
Carolina. 

The Bon bomme Richard and Serapia had been from the beginning, and atill 
were cloeely engaged, broadside to broadade. The Alliance being jost within 
long cannon shot to windward of the Counteas of Scarborough, could easily 
have prevented that ship's raking fire into the stern of the Bon homme Richard. 
The Pallas was at thb time to windward of the Alliance, of course out of gun- 
shot of the enemy. But Capt. Cottineau, of the Pallas, bore down, and having 
spoken the Alliance as he passed that frigate, he engaged, and after a considerable 
action took the Countess of Scarborough. 



On the 9th of May, 1777, Captain John Paul Jones was 
directed to proceed to France (bj the Marine Committee), and 
to obey the orders of the Secret Committee. Being arriyed in 
Enrope, it was the intention of Congress " that he should be 
invested with the command of a jme fast sadlmg frigaU^ or 
larger ahipP In pursuance of this plan, the Secret Committee 
of Congress wrote to the Honorable Benjamin Franklin, Silas 
Deane, and Arthur Lee, Esq'rs. Commissioners, &c. at Paris, 
as follows : — 

''Philadelphia, May 9th, 1111. 
'^ Honorable Qbktlbmbn, 
"This letter is intended to be delivered to you by John Paul Jones, 
Esq., an active and brave commander in our navy, who has already 
performed signal services in vessels of little force ; and, in reward for his 
seal, we have directed him, &c. You will assign him some good house 
or agent to supply him with everything necessary to get the ship speedily 
and well equipped and manned: somebody that will bestir themselves 
yigoiously in the business, and never quit it until it is accomplished. You 
see by this step how much dependence Congress place in your advices, 
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and you must make it a point not to disappoint Capt. Paul Jones's wishes 
and our expectations on this occasion. 

^ We are. Honorable Gentlemen, 

^ Your obedient, humble servanis^ 

" Robert? Morris, ' 
'^ {iicHARD H. Lbs, 
" William Whipple, 
"Philip Livikoston/' 



The ship in question was the Indien^ then on the stocks at 
Amsterdam, belonging to the United States ; but this having 
been discovered to the British minister by some of Mr. Arthur 
Lee's papers, of which they had got possession just before Com. 
Paul Jones arrived at Paris, and the treaty of alliance being on 
the point to be concluded, he consented to their assigning over 
the property of that ship to the King of France. Among the 
political reasons which operated this arrangement was the great 
opposition made to the equipment of the Lidien, by the British 
ambassador in Holland. The command of the Lidien was, 
however, reserved for Captain Jones, till (subsequent to his 
campaign of 1779) he had made an arrangement of a plan with 
the Count de Maurapas, which promised much greater import- 
ance to the common cause. After this his majesty lent the use 
of the Lidien to the Prince de Luxembourg for three years, and 
the prince cTuirtered her, for the term prescribed, to Mr. 
Gillon, of South Carolina, under the commission of that state. — 
This was the ship that Mr. Gillon came in to Philadelphia, 
under the name of the SotUh Ca/roUna. 



Extract of a letter from Captain J. P. Jones to the Honorable Johk 
Adams,* dated L'Orient, May 18th, 1779. 

** You wiU confer a singular obligation on me, by favoring me with 

* The Honorable Mr. Adams waa thao, and had been for aome time, oa boaid tho 
AUianee. 
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your opinion and advice respegking the unhappy misunderstanding which 
I am told prevails on board the Alliance. I ask your advice, because, 
though! am determined to preserve order and discipline where I com- 
mand, yet I wish to reprove with moderation, and never punish while 
there remains a good alternative. It appears that there is a fault at least 
m one of the parties, and I wish much to know where the fault lies ; for 
without han&ony and general good will among the officers, I cannot 
proceed with a good prospect." 

In relation to Captain Landais, Dr. Franklin's opinion was 
decidedly against him. He communicated to that officer 
himself his objections to him, and in the most unequivocal 
terms refused to him the command of a ship of war, giving his 
reasons. 

His Excellency Benjamin Franklin to Captain Landais, dated Passy, 
March 12th, 1780. 

** No one has ever learned the opinion I formed of you from the inquiry 
made into your conduct. I kept it entirely to myself — 1 have not even 
hinted it in my lettera to America, because I would not hazard giving to 
any one a bias to your prejudice. By communicating a part of that 
opinion privately to you, I can do no harm, for you may burn it. I 
should not give you the pain of reading it, if your demand did not make 
it necessary : I think you then so imprudent, so liti^ous, and quarrelsome 
a man, even with your best friends, that peace and good order, and 
consequently the quiet and regular subordination so necessary to success, 
are, where you preside, impossible ; these are within my observation and 
apprehension : your military operations I leave to more capable judges. 
I^ therefore, I had twenty ships of war in my disposition, I should not 
give one of them to Captain Landaia. The same temper which excluded 
him from the French marine would weigh equally with me ; of course I 
shall not replace him in the Alliance. I am, <fec., 

"B.Feanklin." 

The subjoined correspondence will illustrate the friendly 
disposition of Holland towards the United States, the difficulties 
which the states of that republic experienced in the manifesta- 
tion of it, so as to avoid an open rupture with Great Britain ; 
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the infiuencd of Commodore Joii^s at the Hagae; the 
exclusively American feelings by which he was governed ; the 
high estimation in which he was held by Dr. Franklin, by some 
of the principal men in Europe, and by all the Americans of 
note within the sphere of his acquaintance. His patriotism and 
philanthropy cannot be questioned, when it is observed with 
what anxiety he sought for the liberation of the American 
prisoners in England, regarding his successes chiefly as the 
means of procuring their exchange. Although not insensible 
to pleasure, he was never negligent of business, was eminently 
discreet, and always at the post which duty required. 

^ On board the ship of toar Serapis, at anchor in the) 
road of the Texel, October bth^ 1779. ) 

"His Excellency the Duke Dk la Vauquyon, 
Ambassador of France, at the Hague. 
" Mr Lord, 

" I am but this moment arrived here, otherwise I should have sent yoa 
a more early account of my late expedition. I now endoee herewith a 
copy of the account which I have forwarded by express to his exoelleney 
the Minister of the Marine at court As we have on board the difierent 
vessels here, I believe (for I have not yet been able to procure an exact 
return) three hundred and fifty prisoners, and of that number I suppose 
an hundred and thirty wounded, I would esteem it a particular fiivor to 
have your opinion on the measures that are most expedient to be adopted 
in that respect. Whether it would be proper to set them at liberty here, 
upon such security as may be obtained, that the English government will 
immediately expedite an equal number of Americans to France f Unless 
such security as may be fully depended upon can be obtained, I think 
these prisoners must be sent immediately for Dunkirk. We are now 
preparing the Countess of Scarborough and the Vengeance to transport 
them to France, in case it should be necessary. The Countess of Scar- 
borough not being fit for war, can remain in France, while the Vengeance 
brings back all our people, and as many mxx^ as can be obtained to 
replace the great number that I have lost out of the crew of the Bon 
homme Richard, in killed and wounded, not less I suppose than one 
hundred and fifty men. 

*^ I have had the honor to recrive by the band of our agent^ Mr. DamaBi 
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flodi orden from his Exoellency Dr. Fnmktin, as it will be impossible for 
me to folfil, unless I meet with great and immediate assistance to enable 
me to depart before the end of this mo&th. The Serapis must be entirely 
new masted and rigged ; nothing being left above deck that is capable of 
sustaining a passage of any length in the approaching season. She wants 
also sails, rigging, boats, and provision. The hull, though considerably 
damaged, may easily be repaired. 

^ As soon as I have made some necessary arrangements here, I mean to 
do myself the honor of paying your Excellency my personal respects, and 
to receive your orders at the Hague. In the mean time, I beseech you to 
&vor me with a line respecting my wounded, whether of France or America, 
as well as respecting the prisoners of war, and the treatment that they 
ought to receive in point of provision and otherwise. 

*^ I have the honor to be, with profound respect, d^c.^ 

''Anuterdam, October Uth, 1779. 
^ His Excellency Bxhjamin Franklin. 

** I had the honor to write your Excellency a line from the Hague, on 
the 8th. His Excellency the French ambassador and the agent have, no 
doubt, marked the situation of affairs with respect to the squadron as con- 
cerned with this government and with the enemy. I am doing everything 
in my power towards fulfilling the advice which I have received from his 
Excellency ; and as I am informed that Captain Cunningham is threatened 
with unfair play by the British government, I am determined to keep in 
my hands the captain of the Serapis, as an hostage for Cunningham's 
release as a prisoner of war. With respect to the other prisoners now in 
my hands, if the English ambassador, Sir Joseph Yorke, will give us 
security, in his public character, that an equal number and denomination 
of Americans shall be sent immediately to France, I believe it will be good 
policy to set them at liberty here ; and I shall endeavor indirectly to 
inform myself immediately how that matter can be managed. Landais is 
come up here, and purposes, after gadding about in this city, to figure 
away at the Hague. He continues to affect an entire independence of my 
control, and has given in here an extraordinary demand for supplies of 
every kind. This famous demand, however, I have ventured to disap- 
prove, and reduced to, I believe, a fourth part of its first extent I hope 
to account to your satis&ction for my reasons — among which is his having 
been so plentifully and so lately fiimished. I wish heartily that poor 
Cunningham, (whom I am taught to regard as a continental officer,) was 
exchanged, as with his assistance I could form a court-martial, which I 
believe you will see unavoidable. . I go down to the Texel to-night, and 
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will from theDoe forward the retam of killed and wounded with the pri- 
sonera. I think the prisoners will not fall much short of four hundred; 
and I hope my loss in killed and wounded will be less than I at fiist 
imagined. I believe, ako, that the enemy's loss will oonsideiablj exceed 
ours. 

'* I am ever, with sentiments of the highest esteem and respect^ Ac" 

'' ZuH)ly October ISth, 1779. 
" The Hon. Paul Jones. 

** Ilaving the honor to be an old and tried Mend of America, I hope 
you will pardon, on that account, the liberty I take to address you these 
lines. 

^ It was with unspeakable satis&ction I received the tidings of the many 
successes during your expedition on the coasts of Britain ; but particularly 
was I struck with admiration by your late engagement with the Serapis, 
of which M. De Neufville has given me some incomplete account. Do 
not therefore wonder, Sir, that I long to hear directly from yourself an 
authentic and circumstanced one, containing all the particulaiB relating to 
a sea fight rather to be found in the books of a former century than in 
our present age on the ocean. What emboldens me, moreover, to ask 
you the favor of such an account is, that I have the mortification to see a 
despicable party spirit endeavoring to deprive you of a praise which even 
your antagonist, the commander of the Serapis, if he be as just as he 
seems valorous, will not deny you. As I am very desirous to do you 
justice wherever ocx;asion shidl offer itself, you will, by supplying me the 
necessary means, and sending your answer to M. De Neufville, very much 
oblige, 

^ Sir, your most humble and obedient servant, 

" J. D. Vandkr Capellkh. 

"Address to the Baron Vander Capellen, Member of the House of 
Nobles of the province of Overyssel. 

"PoMy, October 16<A, 1779. 
''Dear Sir, 

"I received the account of your cruiase and engagement with the 
Serapis, which you did me the honor to send me from the Texel. I have 
since received your &vor of the 6th from Amsterdam. For some dap 
after the arrival of your express, scarce anything was talked of at Paris 
and VersailleB but your cool conduct and pereevering bravery during that 
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terrible conflict You may believe that the impression on my mind was 
not less strong than that of others, bnt I do not choose to say in a letter 
to yourself^ jdl I think on snch an occasion. 

*' The nmustry are much dissatisfied with Capt Liandais, and M. de 
Sartine has signified to me in writing that it is expected I should send for 
him to Paris, and call him to account for his conduct, particularly for 
deferring so long the coming to your assistance, by which means, it is 
supposed, the States lost more of their valuable citizens, and the King 
lost many of his- subjects, volunteers in your ship, together with the 
ship itself. 

"" I have accordingly written to him this day, acquainting bim that he is 
dunged with disobedience of orders in the cruize, and neglect of his duty 
in the engagement ; that a court martial being at this time inconvenient, 
if not impracticable, I would give him an earlier opportunity of offering 
what he has to say in his justification, and for that purpose direct him 
to render himself immediately here, bringing with him such papers or 
testimonies as he may think useful in his defence. I know not whether be 
will obey my orders, nor what the mimstry will do with him if he comes, 
but, I suspect, that they may by some of their condse operations save the 
trouble of a court martial. It will be well however for you to furnish me 
with what you may judge proper to support the charges against him, that 
I may be able to give a just and dear account of the affiiir to Congress. 

** In the meantime it will be necessary, if he should refuse to come, 
that you should put him under an arrest, and in that case as well as if he 
comes, that you should either appoint some person to command his ship, 
or take it upon yourself; for I know of no person to recommend to you 
as fit for that station. 

" I am uneasy about your prisoners, I wish they were safe in France, 
Ton will then have completed the gloriotu roork of giving liberty to all 
the Americans that have so long languished for it in the British 
prisons : for there are not so many there as you have now taken, 

" I have the pleasure to inform you that the two prizes sent to Norway 
•w safely arrived at Berghen. 

'* With the highest esteem, I am, d^c 

"B. Frankun. 
" P. S. — ^I am sorry for your misunderstanding with M. de C. who haa 
» great r^;ard for you." 

''Pallas, Tuesday evening, October 19th, 1778. 
** Captain Jones, Serapis. 
^ Captain Pearson presents his compliments to Captain Jones, and is 

12 
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sorry to find himself so little attended to in his present situation, as not 
to have been (joivored with either a Call or a line from Captain Jones since 
his return from Amsterdam. Captain P. is sony to say that he cannot 
look upon such behavior in any other light than as a breach of that 
Civility which his rank, as well as behavior on all occasions, entiUes to ; 
he, at the same time, wishes to be informed by Captain Jones whether 
any Steps has been taken towards the enlaigement or exchange oi him, 
his officers, and people, or what is intended to be done with them. As 
he cannot help thinking it a very unprecedented circumstance their being 
keeped here as prisoners on board of ship, being so long in a neutral 
port" 

""Serapis^ Wednesday, October 20th, 1779. 
** Captain Peabsov, 
"Sib, 

" As you have not been prevented from corresponding with your friends, 
and particularly with the English ambassador at the Hague, I could not 
suppose you to be unacquainted with his memorial of the 8th to the 
States General, and therefore I thought it fruitless to pursue the negotia- 
tion for the exchange of the prisoners of war, now in our hands. 

" I wished to avoid any painful altercatipn with you on that subject; I 
was persuaded that you had been in the highest d^ree sensible that my 
behavior ^ towards you had been &r from a breach of civility.' This 
charge is not, Sir, a civil return for the polite hospitality, and diamterasted 
attentions which you have hitherto experienced. 

" I know not what difference of respect is due to ' Rank ' between your 
service and ours ; I suppose, however, the difference must be thought very 
great in England, since I am informed that Captain Cunningham, of 
equal denomination, and who bean a senior rank in the service of America 
than yours in the service of England, is now confined at Plymouth m a 
dungeon and in fetters. 

" Humanity, which has hitherto superseded the plea of retaliation in 
American breasts, has induced me (notwithstanding the procedure of & 
Joseph Yorke), to seek after permission to hind the dangerously wounded, 
as well prisoners as Americans, to be supported and cured at the expense 
of oiur Continent. The permission of the government has been obtained, 
but the magistrates continue to make objections. I shall not discontinue 
my application. I am ready to adopt any means that you may propose 
for their preservation and recoveiy, and, in the meantime, we shall continue 
to treat them with the utmost care and attention, equally, as yon know, 
to the treatment ci our people of the same rank 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONE8. 179 

« 

** Ab it is possible that yoa have not yet seen the memorial of your 
ambassador to the States General, I enclose a paper which oontains a copy, 
and I believe he has since written what, in the opinion of good men, will 
do still less honor to his pen. 

** I cannot conclude without informing you that, unless Captain Cun- 
ningham is immediately better treated in England, I expect orders in 
consequence from His Excellency, Dr. Franklin; therefore, I beseech you, 
Sir, to interfere. 

**Iam, Sir, Ac" 

''On hoard the Serapia at the Texel, ) 
October 2Uk, 1779. } 
^ M. Lk Rat dx Chaumont. 

** I owed you, my dear friend, an earlier reply to your much esteemed 
fiivor of the 11th, from Passy. Although I am sensible that I have not 
yet merited the many compliments and generous praises that you have 
there bestowed on my past conduct, yet I should be very unworthy indeed 
if I did not return you my most grateful and sincere thanks. There is a 
warmth of expression in your conipliments which affords me the truest 
pleasure, as a proof that I still enjoy a share of your affection ; and, although 
Capt LandaJs has lately told me at Amsterdam that you proposed to 
him to displace me from the Bon homme Richard, yet I believe the 
assertion' &ke, and calculated to serve a base and selfish purpose. 1 pity 
and despise his narrow and jealous mind, that could form an idea of my 
character so far beneath it as to suppose that I sought to supplant him in 
the command of the Alliance. It must be his punishment to be informed, 
as he will by his Excellency Dr. Franklin, that I have always written 
in his &vor, and you well know that I took every possible pains to estab- 
lish him in that command, and to gain back to him the confidence of his 
people which, when he fifst came to serve under my orders, he had 
entirely lost I can now tell besides that, although my officers in the Bon 
honune Richard were the only persons blamed for the damage sustained 
when the two ships ran foul of ^u^ other, yet Capt Landais could and 
should have prevented that accident He was on deck, and it was his 
duty to make way for his senior officer and commander, instead of running 
below, as I am assured he did, with trepidation to load his pistols ! On 
our late expedition he left off to chase a ship thought to be an English 
East-Indiaman, without my order, having first bore away several times 
while he could easily have overtaken her. And to his fears and remon- 
strances on the coast of Ireknd, is owing the escape of the eight East- 
India ships that arrived at Limerick three days after I had gratified him 
by leaving nght of the entrance of that harbor. 
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^ His separation from the squadroa afterward, is owing, as the offioen 
of the Alliance inform me, to his altering the course both times in the 
night Captain Landais has told me at Amsterdam that he saw the 
Countess of Scarborough rake the Bon homme Richard, early in the 
engagement He ought to be ashamed to confess that he laj to windward 
and permitted this ! It ia certain that the Bon homme Richard then was 
raked by a full broadside, besides sustaining the whole fire of the 
Serapis. 

"Many people are of opinion that Captain Landais also about that time 
raked the Bon homme Richard : — however that was, I verily believe that 
in firing the two last broadsides upon the Bon homme Richard, he did not 
wish all the shot to miss Captain Jones, and also that the worst shot 
which the Bon homme Richard received under water came fix>m the 
Alliance. He has since our arrival here, told CoL de Weibert and others 
of my officers, that ' he was in no haste to come to our assistance, because 
there would have been no harm if we had been taken, to give him an 
opportunity of retaking the Bon homme Richard.* None but a fool, a 
madman, or a villain would have raked at that distance, while a friend 
and an enemy were made fast alongside of each other. If he had wished 
to act the part of an officer or a man, he would have come to my assistance 
long before the two ships were in a situation that to rake the one at the 
range of grape shot, he must necessarily rak^ the other. 

" But why should I dwell on a subject which can afford neither you 
nor me pleasure ! I am now convinced that I now enjoy your friendship 
and affectionate wishes ; therefore I beseech you to pardon the freedom of 
my letters, that I forwarded by M. de Chamillard ; which, though a proof 
of the honest pride which will ever attend an independent and disinterested 
spirit, is also, I hope, a proof that my mind is far above the little arts of 
fialsehood and double dealing. 

" It shall be my pride to acknowledge everywhere how much I owe to 
the attentions of France, and to the personal friendship of M. de Chaumont, 
for furnishing me with the means of giving liberty to all the American 
prisoners now in Europe : — for that is the greatest triumph which a good 
man can boast, and is therefore a thousand times more flattering to me 
ihaa victory. 

" I ardently wish for future opportunities to render real services to our 
common cause ; which is the only way I can hope to prove my gratitude 
to France, to America, and to my much loved friend M. de Chaumont, 
and his amiable family, with whom I sincerely desire to live henceforth 
in the fullest confidence and affection. In the fullness of my heart, I 
am, with the highest respect, my dear Chaumont, your truly obliged 
friend, &c.** 
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" JVw Forifc, December, 1824. 

^ I certify that the original of the preceding letter was duly received hy 
mj fiither. 

" Le Rat de Chaumont." 



The determinatioiis of the French court, which appear to 
have been too tardy for Jones's ardent wish for active employ- 
ment at this period of his history, seem to have occasioned hiTn 
some uneasiness. He had, moreover, as eveiy celebrated man 
will have, rivals and enemies, who felt rebuked beneath his 
superior genius, instilled suspicions into the minds of the 
French ministry, and contested his claim to an iudependent 
command, where the cost of a cruize or expedition was to be 
defrayed by the treasury of France. Jones did not conceal his 
sensations. He refiised to accept of any other commission than 
one from the Congress, or to fight under any other flag than 
that of the United States. He expressed his sentiments freely, 
and began to think of returning to America. The Duke de la 
Vauguyon was apprised of the commodore's dissatisfaction, and 
wrote to him a soothing lettei*, of which the following is a 
correct translation : 

^^ Hague, December 21«^, 1779. 

" Commodore Jonks, in the road of the TexeL 

"I have received, my dear commodore, the letter which you have 
addressed to me. I perceive with pain that you do not view your situation 
in the right light ; and I can assure you that the mimsters of the king 
have no intention to cause you the least disagreeable feelings, as the 
honorable testimonials of the esteem of his majesty which I send you, 
ought to convince yoiu I hope you will not doubt the sincere desire with 
which you have inspired me, to procure you every satisfaction you may 
merit It cannot fiiil to be precious to you, and to incite you to give new 
proofs of your sseal for the common cause of France and America. I flatter 
myself to renew before long the occasion, and to procure you the meaM 
to increase still more the glory you have already acquired ; I am already 
occupied with all the interest I promised you, and if my views are realized, 
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as I have erery reason to belieye, you will be at all eTents peifectlj 
oontent ; but I must pray you not to hinder my project^ in delivering 
yourself to the expression of that bitter grief to which you appear to have 
given way, and which has no real foundation. You appear to possess full 
oonfidence in the justice and kindness of the king, rely also on the same 
sentiments on the part of the ministiy ; my friendship for you, my dear 
commodore, requires that neither your conduct nor conversation announce 
the least doubt in this respect 

" Ls Duo DB LA Vaugutof." 

To this letter Commodore Jones thus answered : 

^^Alliance, Texel^ December 25tt, 1YY9- 
** The Duke de Vauguton. 
"My Lord, 

^ I have not an heart of stone, but am duly sensible of the obliga- 
tions conferred on me by the very kind and affectionate letter that you 
have done me the honor to write me the 21st current 

^ Were I to form my opinion of the ministry from the treatment that 
I experienced while at Brest, or from their want of confidence in me 
afterward, exclusive of what has taken place since I had the misfortune 
to enter this port^ I will appeal to your Excellency as a man of candor 
and ingenuousness, whether I ought to desire to prolong a connexion that 
has made me so unhappy, and wherein I have given so very little satis&c- 
tion? M. le Chev. de lironcourt has lately made me reproaches on 
account of the expense, that he says France has been at, to give me 
reputation^ in preference to twenty captains of the royal navy, better 
qualified than myself, and who, each of them, solicited for the command 
tihat was lately given to me ! This, I confess, is quite new and indeed 
surprising to me, and had I known it before I left France, I certainly 
should have resigned in favor of the twenty men of superior merit I do 
not, however, think that his first assertion is true ; for the ministry must 
be unworthy of their places, were they capable of squandering the public 
money, merely to give an individual reputation I and, as to the second, I 
fiincy the Court will not thank him for having given me that information, 
whether true or &lse. I may add here that with a force so ill composed, 
and with powers so limited, I ran ten chances of ruin and dishonor for 
one of gaining reputation ; and had not the plea of humanity in fiivor of 
the unfortunate Americans in English dungeons superseded all considera- 
tions of sel^ I fiuthfidly assure you, my lord, that I would not have 
proceeded under such drcumstances from Groaix. I do not imbibe hasty 
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prejadioeB against any individual, but when many and repeated circum- 
stances, oonspiiing in one point, has inspired me with disesteem towards 
any person, I must see very convincing proo& of reformation in such 
person, before my heart can beat again with affection in his favor. For 
the mind is free, and can be bound only by kind treatment 

^ You do me great honor as well as justice, my lord, by observing that 
no satisfaction can be more precious to me than that of giving new proo& 
of my zeal for the common cause of France and America ; and the 
interest that you take to facilitate the means of my giving such proofe by 
essential services, claims my best thanks. I hope I shall not through any 
imprudence of mine, render ineffectual any noble design that may be in 
contemplation for the general good. Whenever that object is mentioned, 
my private concerns are out of the question ; and where I cannot speak 
exactly what I could wish with respect to my private satisfaction, I promise 
you in the mean time to observe a prudent silence. 

^ With a deep sense of your generous sentiments of personal regard 
towards me, and with the most sincere wishes to merit that regard by my 
conduct through life, 

"I am, my lord, <kc" 

Commodore Jones had previously written to his friend, Mr. 
Morris, on the 5th of December. To him he said : " By the 
within despatches for Congress, I am persuaded you will 
observe with pleasure that my connexion with a Court is at an 
end, and that my prospect of returning to America approaches. 
The great seem to wish only to be concerned with tools who 
dare not speak or write truth. I am not sorry that my 
connexion with them is at an end. In the course of that 
connexion I ran ten chances of ruin and dishonor for one of 
reputation; and all the honors or profit that France could 
bestow should not tempt me again to undertake the same 
service with an armament equally ill composed and with 
powers equally limited. It affords me the most exalted plea- 
sure to reflect that, when I return to America, I can say that I 
have served in Europe at my own expense, and without the fee 
or reward of a Court When the prisoners we have taken are 
safely lodged in France, I shall have no further business in 
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Europe, as the liberty of all our fellow citizens who now suflTer 
in English prisons will then be secured; and I shall hope 
hereafter to be usefiiUy employed under the immediate direction 
of the Congress." 

Jones was a man of ardent temperament, felt the value of 
his own talents, and was restless under the least appearance of 
indifference towards him. He did not justly estimate the 
obstacles which the French ministry had to remove in assigning 
to him the honorable command which he had already held. 
He was a foreigner, and the officers of the French navy must 
have had their prejudices against him. Many of them longed 
for employment as well as Jones, and putting in their claims to 
a preference, on account of rank and nativity, was no doubt the 
principal cause of that neglect of which he complained. He, 
nevertheless, retained the esteem of the king and of the 
most enlightened of his subjects, who felt the benefit, both 
to America and France, of the splendid services of the 
Commodore. 

Commodore Jones at length departed from the Texel, and 
arrived at Corogne about the middle of January, 1778, when 
he inunediately wrote to General Lafayette the following letter. 
His skill and hardihood in eluding the vigilance of the squad- 
ron by which he was blockaded, and in braving the dangers of 
the British Channel were conspicuous, and he speaks of his 
good fortune in his usual strain of manliness and naval 
gallantry: — 

M//tance, Corogne, January 16iA, 1780. 
*^ The Hon. Marquis Ds La Fatstts. 

^ Notwithstanding my hopes of leaving the Texel immediately after I 
had the honor of writing to my noble friend on the 80th of November a 
letter of which the within is a copy, jet I was detained in that detestable 
road until the 27th of December. I made my passage safe through the 
Ghamiel, in spite of all their cruiziDg ships and squadions, and had the 
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pleasure of looking at them in the Downs, and in passing in sight of the 
Isle of Wight, &c, I steered this way in hopes of -meeting some of their 
cniizers off Cape Finisterre, but am hitherto disappointed. It being very 
stormy weather I this evening anchored here, where I mean only to scrub 
the bottom and take a little fresh water, after which I purpose to cruize 
towards France, and on my arrival at L'Orient I shall be happy to hear 
from you again. 

" Since my last to you, while I remained at the Texel, I was greatly 
astonished, and indeed mortified, at a proposition from Court, communi- 
cated to me by the Due de Vauguyon ; his Excellency afterwards, on the 
21st of December, wrote me a most affectionate letter, a copy with my 
answer is enclosed. I shall make no remark, but leave you, my dear 
Marquis, to judge of my feelings, and how much I must have been 
shocked at the treatment I received from the Court, particularly in the 
TexeL I am always, with the most lively affection and esteem, 

" Yours, &c. 

** I remember this letter to me. 

" Lafayette. 
^ Washington City, February, 1826.'* 

On the 28th of Jaimaiy the Commodore sailed from Corogne, 
and after a short cruise, which is explained in the annexed 
letter to Dr. Franklin, he arrived at Groaix on the 10th of 
February, when he left the Alliance and, on account of impaired 
health, went np to L'Orient : — 

''L' Orient, Feb. IBth, 1780. 
^ His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
^ Honorable and Dear Sir, 

" I had the pleasure of writing to your Excellency on my arrival at 
Copogne. Having refreshed my people, and shunned a gale of wind in 
that port, I sailed again the 28th ult I took a turn to the westward of 
Cape Finisterre, in hopes of intercepting some of the enemy's ships, but 
without success ; and meeting with Mr. Haywood, in the Livingston, on 
his return from Virginia, I thought it my duty to take him under convoy. 
On the passage from Boston for Brest the Alliance was broached-to, and 
very near being lost In that situation the sea struck with such violence 
against the head that the cutwater was wrenched considerably out of ita 
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place. When the ship was hove down here, it would have been an etej 
matter to have secured the head. I did not, however, then know the di^ 
cumstance, nor did my health permit me to attend, and as I understood 
Captain Landais only ordered the part of the cutwater that projected on 
one side of the stem to be dubbed ofL When he parted fix>m me off the 
west of IreUmd, and again in the North Sea, the Alliance was steered in 
the trough of the swell, so that the ship was greatly fatigued in every part, 
but particularly in the cutwater, which was much loosened. At the Texel 
we did all that was possible in such a road to secure the head, but not- 
withstanding, it became necessary to lash it with an hawser, after we got 
dear of the channel This was, of course, an inducement for me to steer 
sooner for this port than I had otherwise proposed, though I had yet other 
reasons. Among these I may mention that I have found it impossible to 
regain the trim of the ship without altering the arrangement of the ballast, 
which I understand Captain Landais has extended along the ceiling fWm 
the stern-post to the stem ; an idea that I beUeve he may without vanity 
call his own. Besides, to my great surprise, there is not a good sail, nor, 
I may almost say, a good rope in the Alliance. Even the cables were in 
so wretched a condition, that had it not been for a timely supply of three 
new ones that I ordered from Amsterdam, I should in&llibly have lost the 
ship in the severe weather I found at the Texel. In short, the situation in 
which I found the Alliance appears to me to have been the effect of sloth- 
fulness and ignorance. I procured a second anchor at Corogne, and we 
arrived at Groaix on the 10th, where the ship still remains, the wind not 
permitting her to enter the harbor. From my late fetigues my health is 
rather impaired ; and being also, when we anchored, almost blind with 
sore eyes, I the next evening came up here at the desire of my friends. I 
have found some benefit from the change of air, otherwise I could not now 
have seen to write. 

*'As soon as the ship can be brought into Port Louis, we shall begin to 
refit without loss of time. The head, in my opinion, cannot be secured 
without heaving down ; therefore I wish it could be afforded to sheathe 
the bottom with copper, as the ship would be doubly serviceable afterward. 

"^ I ordered some canvas and cordage from Amsterdam, which did not 
appear before I left the Texel, nor is yet arrived here. As I suppose M. de 
Neufville means to send these articles after me, perhaps you will now see 
fit to contradict the order, as I am assured they can be had on as easy 
terms here. I wish to know if I am to apply here, as I do in the mean 
time to Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan; and the Serapis being arrived here, 
I wish she could be made the property of America. 

^ I have the honor to be always, with the highest respect and most 
affectionate esteem, ^ Your Excellency's most obliged, dec." 
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At L'Oiient the commodore learned that romors were 
circulated to his disadYantage, that he did not like the French 
nation ; in consequence of which he addressed letters to the 
Marquis de la Fayette and to the Duke de la Yauguyon, 
wherein he explains his principles, and vindicates his character. 
These letters place Jones in a yerj amiable light, demonstrating 
that he was not only a valiant captain and a person of enlarged 
▼iews, but one who felt the miseries incident to war, and was 
desirous of a durable peace on just grounds, as the main object 
of the contest : 

" L' Orient^ February 18(A, 1780. 

**The Hon. General M. uc Marquis ) 
DB La Fayette, dsc j 

^ I had, dear Marquis, the honor to write you sundry letters before I 
left the Texel : I also wrote you on my arrival at Corogne. I arrived at 
Groaix the lOth, and landed here the day after, almost blind with sore 
eyes, and not otherwise in a very good state of health. I am now a little 
leoovered, but it is with difficulty that I can yet look on paper ; — therefore 
I should not at this instant have taken up my pen, had I not this day 
undentood by a friend that my attachment and esteem for this nation had 
been called in question. 

^ Withdrawn as I am at present from the public attention, and having 
endeavored only by my past conduct to prove my zeal for the common 
cause, it is strange that I cannot escape the malicious attacks of little 
minds. If any person who has himself deserved well of his country, can 
accuse me of ingratitude, let him step forth like a man, and I will answer 
in homme d^onneur. M. Weibert has, I understand, taken great pains 
to promulgate that I do not love France. He is not surely among the 
most worthy part of the nation, yet he partook both of my purse and my 
table, till the moment of separation, after I had provided for him a free 
passage in a ship destined for America, from a situation where he had but 
httle danger to apprehend from the enemy. 

'^ To come to ^e point, here follows my political profession. I am a 
citizen of the world, totally unfettered by the little mean distinctions of 
country or of climate ; which diminish or set bounds to the benevolence 
of the heart Impelled by principles of gratitude and philanthropy, I 
drew my sword at the beginning of the American Revolution, and when 
France so nobly espoused that great cause, no individual felt the obligation 
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witii truer gratitude than myselfl When the Court of France soon after 
invited me to remain for a time in Europe, I considered myself as highly 
honored by the application that was made to the American commissioners. 
Since that time I have been at every instant, and I still am ready to do 
my utmost for the good of the common cause of France and America. 
As an American ofiBoer, and as a man^ I affectionately love and respect the 
character and nation of France, and hope the alliance with America may 
last forever. I owe the greatest obligation to the generous praises of the 
French nation on my past conduct, and shall be happy to merit future 
&vor. I greatly love and esteem his most Christian Majesty as the great 
ally of America, the best of kings, and the amiable friend and ' protector 
of the rights of human nature,' therefore he has very few of his own 
subjects who would bleed in his present cause with greater freedom than 
myself^ and none who are more disinterested. At the same time I lament 
the calamities of war, and wish above all things for an honorable, happy, 
and lasting peace. My fortune is not augmented by the part I have 
hitherto acted in the revolution (although I have had frequent opportuni- 
ties of acquiring riches), and I pledge myself to the worthy part of 
mankind, tliat my future conduct in the war shall not forfeit their good 
opinion. I am ever with great and sincere affection, happy in your 
friendship,'' &c. 

'* I remember such a letter being received. 

" La Fatbttk. 
« WaahingUm City, February, 1826.'* 

'T Orient, February ISth, llBO. 
** His Excellen<y M. lk duc Db Vauguyon. 
" My Lobd, 

" I had the honor of writing to your excellency a day or two before I 
left the Texel, in answer to your very kind letter on the subject of my 
discontent I sent my letter to the Helder by my pilot, to the care of M. 
le Chevalier de Lirencourt^ and I hope it came safe to your hands. I have 
been here since the 10th of this month, but being almost blind with sore 
eyes, I could not sooner look on paper, otherwise I should not have fiuled 
to repeat how much I feel the obligation conferred on me by your 
attentions while I remained in Holland. 

*^ There are, my lord, some of my secret enemies base enough to 
insinuate that I do not love the nation of France; but be assured that 
though I felt myself hurt by some measures that were adopted towards 
me, and for which I cannot yet see any good reason, yet I have never 
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written, spoken, or even thought disrespectfully of the nation. On the 
contrary, I owe the greatest obligation to France for the generous friendship 
of the nation towards America, and for the generous praises bestowed on 
my late conduct, which I should be very happy to merit, by future services 
in the common cause. Above all, as an individual I am deeply sensible 
of the great honor conferred on me by the personal esteem and approba- 
tion of the best of kings. I shall through life be happy in every 
circumstance where I can manifest how much I wish to merit his majesty^s 
good opinion ; and when I thank you in particular, my lord, for the 
affectionate manner in which you communicated to me his majesty's 
Bentiments in my fevor, I speak not words without meaning, but my heart 
overflows with gratitude, and will ever be ambitious to merit your 
fiiendship. 

" I am with an artless sincerity, my lord," ^c. 

By a preceding letter from Commodore Jones, it will have 
been observed that the Alliance required many repairs. Dr. 
Franklin had expected that these would have been made 
without loss of time, and wrote to Jones accordingly. In the 
following letters the cause of the delay will be shown, and that 
no blame could be properly ascribed to the commodore : 

"P(W<y, February 19<A, 1780. 
"^ Honorable Capt Jones. 
Dbar Sir, 

" I received yours from Corogne of the 16th past, and from L'Orient of 
the 13th inst I rejoice that you are safely arrived in France, malgr6 all 
the pains taken to intercept you. 

^ As to refitting your ship at the expense of this court, I must acquaint 
jou that there is not the least probability of obtaining it, and therefore I 
cannot ask it I hear too much aheady of the extraordinary expense you 
made in Holland to think of proponng an addition to it, especially as you 
seem to impute the damage she has sustained more to Capt Landais's 
negligence than to accidents of the cruize. The whole expense wUl there- 
fore fall upon me, and I am ill provided to bear it, having so many 
unexpected calls upon me from all quarters. I therefore beg you would 
have mercy on me, put me to as little charge as possible, and take nothing 
that you can possibly do without As to sheathing with copper, it is 
totally out of the question. I am not authorised to do it, if I had money ; 
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aad I have not money for it, if I had orders. The purchase of the Serapis 
is in the same predicament I believe the sending canvas and cordage 
from Amsterdam has ahreadj been forbidden ; if not, I shall forbid it. I 
approve of yom- applying to Messrs. Grourlade and Moylan for what repairs 
you want, having an exceeding good opinion of those gentlemen ; but let 
me repeat it, for God's sake be sparing, unless you mean to make me a 
bankrupt, or have your drafts dishonored, for want of money in my hands 
to pay them. 

^ We are likely to obtain 15,000 stand of good arms from the govern- 
ment They are much wanted in America. M. de la Fayette has just 
now proposed that you should take them as ballast You know best if 
this is practicable. 

*^Mr. Ross acquaints me that he has 120 bales of public doth for our 
army, and wishes it may likewise go in the Alliance. Can this be done f 
It is undoubtedly an article of great necessity ; but I have mentioned to 
him the room required in a ship of war for the men, their provisions, 
water, <fec., and the difficulty thence of finding place for goods. You will 
judge of this likewise. 

'^ Mr. Ross also requests to be permitted to take his passage with you. 
As he has been a servant of the States in making their purchases in 
Europe, it seems to me that it would be wrong to refuse him. There is 
also a particular friend of mine, Mr. Samuel Wharton, of Philadelphia, 
who desires to go with you. These gentlemen will doubtless lay in their 
own stores, and pay as customary for their accommodations ; and I am 
persuaded you will find them agreeable company. 

^*Mr. Lee and Mr. Izard propose also to take tiieir passages in your ship, 
whom I hope you can Hkewise accommodate. Pray write me immediately 
your sentiments on these particulars, and let me know at the same time 
when you think you can be ready, that I may forward my despatches. 

" I am glad to hear that your indisposition is wearing off. I hope your 
health will soon be re-established, being, with sincere esteem, dear sir, 
'* Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

"B. Frankun." 



" r Orient, F^fruary 25th, 1780. 
" His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 

'* I am honored with your Excellency's letter of the 19th. I feel your 
reasons for urging frugality, and as I have not hitherto been am<»ig the 
most extravagant servants of America, so you may depend on it my regard 
lor you will make me particulariy nice in my present situation. It will 
give me veiy great pleasure to be able to carry to America the supplieB 
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of arms and dothing you mention, and I hope to be able to cram a great 
part, if not the whole, into the Alliance. Should any remain, I hope 
Captain Bell will be able to take them on board the Luzerne, and it is 
likely that he will sail with the Alliance. I will pay the most cheerful 
regwd to the accommodation of the four gentlemen that yon mention as 
paflsengers. I hope they will agree together, and I shall be happy in 
showing them attentions. I am in the greatest want of a lieutenant. * 
" With the most affectionate respect and esteem, 

^ I am your Excellency's very obliged, humble servant" 



« PoMy^ June !««, 1780, 
ander of 
frigate, in the service of the United States. 



' Hie Honorable Commodore Jones, Comnuinder of the Alliance ) 



"Sir, 

'^I have received a letter from the Board of Admiralty, containing their 
(MiderB for the return of the Alliance, a copy of which is annexed for your 
government ; and I hereby direct that you carry the same into execution 
with all possible expedition. 
^ With great regard, I am, sir, 

^ Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

« B. Frankun." 



" Board of Admiralty ^ \ 

" PhUadelphia, March 28fA, 1780. J 

*^ His Excellency Benjamin Frankun. 
"Sir, 
" By the annexed list you will perceive the present disposition of the 
continental navy in North America. The detachment of four ships to 
guard the harbor of Charlestown has subjected our coasts to the depreda- 
tions of the enemy's armed vessels from New York, who of late have 
frequently appeared in our bays and made many captures. 

** Fof these reasons the Board think it will be necessary that the frigate 
Alliance should be forthwith ordered to proceed for this port, and should 
any supplies for our navy be ready in France, a part may be sent in the 
Alliance, and the residue in other armed vessels under her convoy. 
^ I have the honor to be, 

** Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

" By order. " Fra. Lewis. 

P. 8. — ^The Board would be highly obliged to your Excellency to send 
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them a set of drafts of the new shipe in the royal navy of Fhinoe for the 
use of our master builders." 



In writing to the President of Congress, on the Ith of March, 
1780, Dr. Franklin informs Mr. Huntington that the Commodore 
was to return to America in the Alliance, and elucidates the 
course that had been taken with respect to the exchange of 
prisoners captured by Jones : — 

«P(iMy, March 4«A, 1780. 

" Samuel Humtinoton, Esq. President of CongresB. 
"Sir, 
" In my last I gave some account of the success of our little squadron 
under Commodore Jones. Three of their prizes sent into Bergen, in 
Norway, were, at the instance of the British minister, seized by order of 
the Court of Denmark, and delivered up to him. I have, with the 
approbation of the ministry here, drawn up and sent to that Court a 
memorial reclaiming the prizes. In the absence of Captain Liandais from 
the Alliance, Commodore Jones took command of her, and on quitting 
the Texel, made a cruize through the Channel to Spain, and is since 
returned to L'Orient, w^here the ship is now refitting in order to return to 
America. Capt Landais had not applied to me to be replaced in her, and 
I imagine has no thought of thai kind, ha\*ing before, on several 
occasions, expressed to me and others his dissatisfiiction with his ofScers, 
and his inclination on that account to quit her. Capt Jones will, 
therefore, carry her home, unless he should be prevailed with to enter 
another service, which, however, I thitik is not Ukely; though he has 
gained immense reputation all over Europe fcr his bravery. When the 
squadron of Commodore Jones arrived in the Texel with 500 English 
prisoners, I proposed exchanging there, but this was declined, in expecta- 
tion, as I heard from England, of retaking them on their way to France. 
The stay of our ships in Holland, through the fiivor of the States, being 
prolonged, and the squadrons being stationed to intercept us, being tired 
of cruising for us, the British ministry consented at length to a cartel 
with France, and brought Frenchmen to Holland to exchange for these 
prisoners, instead of Americans. These proceedings have occasioned our 
poor people to be kept longer in confinement ; but the minister of marine 
having given orders that I shall have as many English, another cartel 
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vith Americans 18 now daily expected, and I hope in a few monihs to see 
them all at liberty. 

** I have the honor to be, Ac. 

"B. Franklin." 



On his visit to Paris the Commodore seems to have enjoyed 
the esteem of the French sovereign in a higher degree than 
ever. He was received with the utmost distinction at Court, 
and the following letter from M. de Sartine to the President of 
Congress, testifies that the king voluntarily presented him with 
a superb sword, and proposed to Congress to decorate him with 
the Order of Military Merit, a proposition which that body 
assented to : — 

From M. Db Sartins to Mr. Huntinoton, President of the Congress of 
the United States. 

""Venailles, May 30<A, 1Y80. 
"Conmiodore Paul Jones, after having shown to all Europe, and 
particularly to the enemies of France and the United States^ the niof^t 
unquestionable proofs of his valor and talents, is about returninnr to 
America to give an account to Congress of the success of his military 
operations. I am convinced, Sir, that the reputation he has so justly 
acquired will precede him, and that the recital of his actions alone will 
suffice to prove to his fellow citizens that his abilities are equal to his 
courage. But the king has thought proper to add his suffrage and 
attention to the public opinion. He has expressly charged me to inform 
you how perfectly he is satisfied with the services of the Commodore, 
persuaded that Congress will render him the same justice. He has 
offered, as a proof of his esteem, to present him with a sword which 
cannot be placed in better hands, and likewise proposes to Congress to 
decorate this brave officer with the Cross of Military Merit His Majesty 
conceives that this particular distinction, by holding forth the same honors 
to the two nations, united by the same interests, will be looked upon as 
one tie more that connects them, and will support that emulation which is 
so precious to the common cause. If, after having approved the conduct 
of the Commodore, it should be thought proper to give him the command 
of any new expedition to Europe, his Majesty will receive him again with 
pleasure, and presumes that Congress will oppa^ nothing that may be 

13 
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judged expedient to secure the BUceeaB of his enteiprises. My penonal 
esteem for him induces me to recommend him very pardcularly to you, 
Sir, and I dare flatter myself that the reception he will receive from 
Congress and you, will warrant the sentiments with which he has 
inspired me. 

''I have the honor of bdng, Ac 

"Dk Sabtihe,** 

The following resolution of Congress shows the sense of that 
exalted body of the services rendered by Commodore Jones, 
and permits his acceptance of the Cross of Military Merit 
offered to him by His Most Christian Majesty : — 

"In Congress, February 21 th^ 1781. 

"The Committee to whom was referred the letter of May 30ih, 1780, 
from M. de Sartine, delivered in a report, whereupon 

^^Hesolvedj That the Congress entertain a high sense of the distinguished 
bravery and military conduct of John Paul Jones, Esq. captain in the navy 
of the United States, and particularly in his victory over iiie British frigate 
Serapis on the coast of England, which was attended with drcmnstances 
BO brilliant as to excite general applause and admiration : 

" That the minister plenipotentiary of these United States at the Court 
of Versailles, conununicate to His Most Christian Majesty the high satift- 
faction Congress have received from the conduct and gallant behavior of 
Captain John Paul Jones, which have merited the attention and approba- 
tion of His Most Christian Majesty, and that His Majesty's offer of 
adorning Captain Jones with a Cross of Military Merit is highly acceptable 
to Congress. 

[Extract from the minutes.] 

"C. Thompson, Secretary:* 

In consequence M. de la Luzerne gave a f<§te to all the mem- 
bers of Congress, and to the principal inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia, and in their presence he, in the name of His Majesty, 
invested the Conmiodore with the Order of Military Merit 

The naval means of America in 1780 were exceedingly 
limited, and the necessity of detaching four ships to guard the 
harbor of Charleston, rendered it expedient to recall the Alii- 
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ance to the United States to aid in the protection of the coasts 
from the depredations of the enemy's armed vessels, especially 
from New York, whence they cruised in the bays of the con- 
tinent, making a number of captures. An order was despatched 
by the Board of Admiralty, on the 28th of March, 1780, to our 
minister in France to send the Alliance home, which order Dr. 
Franklin communicated to Conmiodore Jones on the 1st of 
June, 1780. On the same day that minister prepared and 
gave to the Conmiodore the annexed unequivocal letter of 
approbation : 

^'PoMy, June 1, 1780. 
^Samuel Huntington, Esq. PreBident of Congreas. 
"Sir, 
'^ Commodore Jones, who by his bravery and conduct has done great 
honor to the American Asg, desires to have that also of presenting a line 
to the hands of your Excellency. I cheerfully comply with his request, 
in recommending him to the notice of Congress and to your Excellency's 
protection, though his acstions are more effectual recommendations, and 
render any from me unnecessary. It gives me, however, an opportunity 
of showing my readiness to do justice to merits and of professing the 
esteem and respect with which I am, &c 

" B. Franklin." 

On the 80th of May, Dr. FranHin had written to M. de 
Sartine for the purpose of ascertaining whether his Majesty 
would consent that one of his vessels should accompany the 
Alliance for the conveyance of supplies for the United States. 
In reply, on the 30th of June, M. de Sartine intimated the 
king's willingness, and assured the American minister that 
directions had been given at L'Orient to afford to Commodore 
Jones every fiicility that he might require for his armament 
and departure. The Commodore had stated to M. de Sartine, 
that seamen for the additional vessel might be obtained firom 
the Alliance. 
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On the 28ih of June, 1780, M. de Sartine addressed a very 
flattering letter to Commodore Jones, apprising him that the 
Cross of the Institution of Military Merit, agreeably to the 
king's previous determination, was enclosed in a despatch to 
M. de la Lnzeme, the minister of France near the United 
States, of which Jones was to be the bearer, and with which 
cross he was to be invested by a chevalier of the order as soon 
as Congress had assented to his acceptance of it. M. de Sar- 
tine likewise informed him that His Majesty had directed a 
golden headed sword to be made for him, which would be 
immediately delivered to him. The letter is in the following 
words: — 

«* Versailles, June 2Qth, ITSO. 

^ Mr. Paul Jones, Commodore in the Navy ) 
of the United States of America. ) 

"Sir, 

^ The king has already testified his approbation of the zeal and valor 
which you have displayed in Europe, in support of the common cause 
between the United States and his majesty, and he has also informed you 
of the distinguished proofe he is disposed to give you thereoC Persuaded 
that the United States will give their consent that you should receive the 
cross of the institution of Military Merit, I send you in the packet addressed 
to M. de la Luzerne, the one designed for you. You will be pleased to 
deliver him this packet, and he will confer on you this distinction by a 
dievalier of the institution, agreeably to his majesty^s orders. But at any 
rate that you should have a proof of the king^s approbation and munifi- 
cence, his majesty has ordered a gold headed sword to be made for you, 
which will be immediately delivered to you, and he has the greatest 
confidence in the use you will make of it for his glory and that of the 
United Stito. I have the honor, ^c. 

"De Sartine.'' 



CJommodore Jones was extremely grateftd for the marks of 
distinction thns conferred upon him, and expressed his feelings 
in the most fervent manner in his correspondence with his 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 197 

fiiends. To one of them, Mr. Genet, he wrote under date of 
the 19th of July, 1780, " I am bound by gratitude and honot 
to give every proof in my power of my aflfection to France. 
Tell M. de Sartine, and the rest of the king's ministers, that I 
would rather be shot to death than suffered to pine away in 
idleness, while our glorious cause is undetermined. I shall not 
die happy, unless they give me an opportunity to prove by my 
actions how much I wish always to merit the favor of the king, 
his ministers, and the nation. My best wishes will ever attend 
my friends in this kingdom, for their Uberal minds do honor to 
human nature." 

Arrived at L'Orient, from Paris, Jones found that Landaisj 
who seemed to be his evil genius, had, in his absence, excited a 
.refractory disposition in the crew of the Alliance, which had 
the effect of preventing the commodore from taking the com- 
mand of that fidgate, and obliged him to sail for America on 
board the Ariel. The board of admiralty afterward took 
cognizance of the dispute between Commodore Jones and 
Captain Landais : and having propounded questions to Dr. 
Franklin, in order to elicit information, that minister answered 
them, explained the circumstances which had occasioned so 
much chagrin to Jones, and produced the unprofitable 
dissensions between him, Landais, and the crew of the Alliance. 
With his answers was forwarded a copy of the " oanoordaty^ 
the signing of which Jones so deeply regretted, and from which 
sprung almost all his disagreements with Captain Landais, and 
M. Le Kay de Chaumont. The former, he conceived, had 
availed himself of the community of interests established by 
the ^^ cancardatj^ to treat his orders with contempt, and the 
latter he thought had not acted correctly towaitls him in relation 
to the prizes taken from the enemy. Tn illustrating more 
particularly the sources of all the commodore's disquietudes, a 
date is here anticipated, to lay at once before the reader Dr. 
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Franklin's letter and answers to the board of Admirally, and a 
copy of the " oonoordat^^ which will render more intelligible 
the allusions in some of Jones's letters written preyionsly to that 
of Dr^ Ffanklin to Francis X<ewis, Esq. 



""Passy, Marth mth, 1781. 

** FaANOis Lewis, Esq^ and the Board of Admiralty. 
" Gentlemen, 

"I received the honor of yours, dated January the 2d, containing 
sundry questions relative to the ship Alliance, and the expedition under 
the command of John Paul Jones, Esq. 

^I would remark as to the expedition in general that this court having, 
I suppose, some enterprise in view, which Captain Jones, who had signal- 
ized his bravery in taking the Drake, was thought a proper person to 
conduct, had soon after the action requested we would spare him to them,, 
which was the more readily agreed to, as a difl^rence subsisted between 
him and his lieutenant, which laid us under a difficulty that was by this 
means got over. Some time passed, however, before any steps were taken 
to employ him in a manner agreeable to him, and possibly the first project 
was laid aside, many difficulties attending any attempt of introducing a 
foreign officer into the French marine, as it disturbs the order of thdr 
promotion, &c., and he himself choosing to act rather under the commis- 
sion of Congress. However, a project was at length found, by furnishing 
bim with some of the king's ships, the officers of which were to have 
temporary American commissions, which being posterior in date to his 
commission, would put them naturally under his command for the time, 
and the final intention, after various changes, was to intercept the Baltic 
fleet : the Alliance was, at that time, under orders to cany Mr. Adams 
back to America, but the minister of the marine, by a written letter, 
requesting I would lend her to strengthen the little squadron, and offering 
a passage to Mr. Adams in one of the King's ships, I consented to their 
request, hoping that, besides obliging the minister, I might obtain the 
disposition of some prisoners, to exchange for our countrymen in Elngland." 

QutstwM of the Admiralty Board, respecting the squadron under the 
Chevalier John Paul Janes, answered. 

^ Question, Whether any agreement was made by you, or any person 
in your behalf with the owners of the ships concerted with the Alliuioe in 
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that expedition^ leBpectiiig the sharae they were severallj to draw of the 
prizes which might be taken during that expedition ? 

^Answer, I never made such an agreement, nor any person in my 
behall I lent the Alliance to the King, simply at the minister's request, 
supposing it would be agreeable to Congress to oblige their ally; and 
that the division, if there should be anything to divide, would be according 
to the laws of France, or of America, as should be found most equitable. 
But the Captains, before they saUed, entered into an agreement, called the 
concordat, to divide according to the rules of America, as they acted under 
American conmiissions and colors. 

^ Qii£t, What orders were given to Captain Landais ? 

" Aru. That he should obey the orders of Captain Jones. 

^ Ques, What was the ground of the disputes between Captain Jones 
and himf 

*^ Am, That when at sea together, he refused to obey Captain Joneses 
orders. 

" Ques, Why did the Alliance lay so long at Port UOrient after her 
arrival there from the Texel, and in general every information in your 
power respecting the Alliance and the expedition referred to ? 

^ Ans. Her laying so long at L'Orient was first occasioned by the 
mutinous disposition of the officers and men, who refused to raise the 
anchors until they should receive wages and prize-money. I did not con- 
ceive they had a right to demand payment of wages in a foreign country, 
or anywhere but at the port they came from, no one here knowing on 
what terms they were engaged, what they had received, or what was due 
to theuL The prize-money I wished them to have, but as that could not 
soon be obtained, I thought it wrong in them to detain the vessel on that 
account, and as I was informed many of them were in want of necessaries, 
I advanced 24,000 livres on account, and put it into Captain Jones's 
hands to relieve and pacify them, that they might go more willii^ly. 
But they were encouraged by some meddling passengers to persist The 
King would have taken the prizes, and paid for them, at the rate per gun, 
dbc, as he pays for warlike vessels taken by his ships ; but they raised a 
clamor at this, it being put into their heads that it was a project for cheat- 
ing them, and they demanded a sale by auction. The minister, who 
usually gives more when ships are taken for the King than they will pro- 
duce by auction, readily consented to this, when I asked it of him ; but 
then this method required time to have them inventoried, advertised in 
different ports, to create a fuller concurrence of buyers, &c ; Captain Jones 
came up to Paris to hasten the proceedings ; in his absence Capt. Landais, 
by the advice of Mr. Lee and Commodore Gillon, took possession of the 
ship, and kept her long in writing up to Paris, waiting answers, &c. 
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^ As the ministry had reasons, if some of the first plans had been 
pursued, to wish the expedition might be understood as American, the 
instructions were to be given by me, and the outfit was committed to 
Monsieur de Chaumont, known to be one of our friends, and well 
acquainted with such affairs. Monsieur le Marquis de la Fayette, who 
was to have been concerned in the execution, can probably acquaint you 
with those reasons ; if not, I shall do it hereafter. It afterward continued 
in the hands of M. de Chaumont to the end. I never pud or received a 
fiothing, directly or indirectly, on account of the expedition ; and the 
captains having made him their trustee and agent, it is to him they are 
to apply for their proportions of the captures." 

Concordat made between Captain John Paul Jones and , the officers cf 

the Squadron, 

^ Agreement between Messieurs John Paul Jones, captain of the Bon 
bomme Richard ; Pierre Landais, captain of the Alliance ; Dennis Nicolas 
Cottineau, captain of the Pallas; Joseph Verage, captain of the Stagg; 
and Philip . Nicolas Ricot, captain of the Vengeance ; composing a 
squadron that shaU be commanded by the oldest officer of the highest 
grade, and so on in succession in case of death or retreat None of the 
said commanders, whilst they are not separated from the said squadron, 
by order of the minister, shall act but by virtue of the brevet, which they 
shall have obtained from the United States of America, and it is agreed 
that the flag of the United States shall be displayed. 

^ The division of the prizes to the superior officers and crews of the 
said squadron, shall be made agreeable to the American laws ; but it is 
agreed, that the proportion of the whole, coming to each vessel in the 
squadron, shall be regulated by the minister of the marine department 
of France, and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America. 

"A copy of the American laws shall be annexed to the present 
agreement, after having been certified by the commander of the Bon 
bomme Richard ; but as the said laws cannot foresee nor determine as to 
what may concern the vessels and subjects of other nations, it is expressly 
agreed, that whatever may be contrary to them should be regulated by 
the minister of the French marine, and the Minister Plenipotentiary <^ the 
United States of America. 

** It is likewise agreed that the orders g^ven by the Minister of the 
French Marine, and the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States, shall 
be executed. 

'^Considering the necessiiy there is of preserving the interests <^ each 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 201 

bdividual, the prizes that shall be taken shall be remitted to the orders 
of Monsieur Le Raj de Chaumont, honorary intendant of the Royal Hotel 
of Invalid^ who has famished the expenses of the armament of the said 
squadron. 

'* It has been agreed, that M. le Ray de Chaumont be requested not to 
give up the part of the prizes coming to all the crews, and to each 
individual of the said squadron, but to their order, and to be responsible 
for the same in his own and proper name. 

** Whereas the said squadron has been formed for the purpose of 
injuring the common enemies of France and America, it has been agreed 
that such armed vessels, whether Frendi or American, may be associated 
therewith by common consent, as shall be found suitable for the purpose, 
and that they shall have such proportion of the prizes which shall be 
taken, as the laws of their respective countries allow them. 

^* In case of the death of any of the before mentioned conmianders of 
TCBsels, he shall be replaced agreeably to the order of tha tariff, with 
liberty, however, for the successor to choose whether he will remain on 
board his own vanel, and give up to the next in order the command of 
the vacant ship. 

^ It has moreover been agreed, that the commander of the Stag shall 
be excepted from the last article of this present agreement, because in cose 
of a disaster to M. de Varage it shall be replaced by his second in 
command, and so on by the other officers of his cutter the Stag. 

"J.P.Jones, 
" P. Landais, 
" Db Cottinkau, 
" Db Varage, 
" Lb Rat db Chaumont, 

"P.RlCOT." 

The controversy between Commodore Jones and Captain 
Landais, respecting the command of the Alliance, was, as Jones 
believed, secretly fomented by Mr. Arthm* Lee, who, acting as 
an umpire in the case, assigned the command of the frigate 
to Landais. The annexed letter from that gentleman to 
Commodore Jones will explain his avowed reasons for this 
preference : 

" L' Orient, June 13tA, 1780. 
'^ detain J. P. Jokbs. 
"Sir, 

'^When you showed me yesterday the authoritiea under which yoa 
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oonoeive you had a right to oommand the Alliance frigate, I told jou it 
was not in my power to give you an opinion upon them without seeing 
those of Captain Landais ; and that I would not g^ve an opinion in this 
matter but in writing. Since that I have seen the authorities of Captain 
Landais, and I now shall state them both, with my opinion upon them ; 
whidi I hope may be of use in preventing any farther contest, which 
cannot but be disgraceful and injurious to the service, as well as to those 
who are in the wrong. 

*'The authorities you showed me, consisted of a commission from 
Congress appointing you a captain in the marine of the United States, 
and a late order from Dr. Franklin to you to take conunand of the 
Alliance, and carry her where she is ordered by the Admiralty. This 
order from Dr. Franklin does not recite or allege any power from Congress 
to take the command from Captain Landais, and put another in his place. 

*^The authorities Captain Landais laid before me, were a commission 
from Congress, like yours, appointing him captain in the service; — ^a 
resolve of Congress giving him the command of the Alliance frigate ; and 
a letter of instructions for that purpose from the Marine Committee. 

" From these documents it is clear, beyond a possibility of doubt, that 
Captain Landais commands that ship under the full, direct, and express 
order of Congress ; and that no such authority appears to dismiss him 
from the command. In this situation Captun Landais must answer at 
his peril for the frigate entrusted to him till he receives an order of 
Congress to deliver her to another. If any such order exists, those who 
have it do infinite wrong to the service in not producing it, to prevent any 
disturbance. K there is no such order, the subjects of the United States 
who attempt to divest Capt^n Landais of the command he holds from 
the sovereign power, or to disturb him by violence in the exercise of it, 
commit a high crime agdnst the laws and sovereignty of the United 
States, and subject themselves to a proportionable punishment 

"This, Sir, ia^my opinion founded upon a cool and candid consideration 
of the authorities on both sides; which alone ought to determine our 
judgment and our actions. You are at liberty to show this letter to whom 
you please, or to send it to Dr. Franklin. Should it prevail upon you to 
urge this matter no farther till you know whether tiiere is authority of 
Congress for what you are doing, I shall think I have rendered no less 
service to you personally, in preventing you from committing a rash and 
illegal action, than to the public, the honor of which must be committed 
by such a contest in a foreign port When I see such things threatened, 
my duty to my country, and the love of law and order, call upon me to 
do whatever is in my power to prevent them. 

^ 1 have the honor to be, ifec 

''Arthur Les." 
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Mr. Lee, however, was nnquestionably in the wrong. Landais 
had resigned the command of the Alliance, had requested and 
obtained money from Dr. Franklin to repair to America, under 
the pretext of having his conduct investigated, and Jones had 
received instructions both from Dr. Franklin and the court of 
France, to carry the frigate back to the United States. An 
order, in fact, was issued by the French minister of marine to 
stop the sailing of the Alliance, if she attempted to proceed 
under the directions of Landais. But Commodore Jones, justly 
apprehending the consequences of violent measures, declined 
employing the means within his power to prevent her departure. 
Jones himself attributed the partiality of Mr. Lee for Landais 
to improper motives. " I am convinced," said he in a letter to 
Mr. Morris, of the 27th of June, 1780, " that Mr. Lee has acted 
in this matter merely because I would not become the enemy 
of the venerable, the wise, and good Franklin, whose heart and 
head does, and always will do honor to human nature. I know 
the great and good in this kingdom better, perhaps, than any 
other American who has appeared in Europe since the treaty 
of alliance : and if my testimony would add anything to 
Franklin's reputation, I could witness the universal veneration 
and esteem with which his name inspires all ranks, not only at 
Versailles and all over this kingdom, but also in Spain and in 
Holland: and I can add, from the testimony of the first 
characters of other nations, that, with him, envy itself is dumb, 
when the name of Franklin is but mentioned." 

Dr. Franklin was aware of Mr. Lee's proceedings. He had 
given directions that he should have a passage home to America 
in the Alliance ; but on learning that he had been instrumental 
in promoting disaffection among the crew, he wrote to Jones, 
revoking the order : 
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''Passy, June llth, 1780. 
*^ Honorable CommodoTe Jones, 
"Sir, 
" Having been informed by several gentlemen of and from UOrient, 
that it is there generally understood the meeting on board your ship has 
been advised or promoted by the Hon. Arthur Lee, £^. whom I had 
ordered you to receive as a passenger ; I hereby withdraw that order so 
far as to leave the execution of it to your discretion ; that if from the 
circumstanoes which have come to your knowledge, it should appear to 
you, that the peace and good government of the ship during the voyage 
may be endangered by his presence, you may decline taking t^t gentle- 
man ; which, I apprehend, need not obstruct his return to America, as 
there are several ships going uttier your convoy, and no doubt many of 
their passengers may be prevailed with to change places. But if you 
judge these suspicions groundless, you will comply with the order 
aforesaid. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

"B. Franklin." 

Jones was the more mortified at the delay which these 
bickerings occasioned in the sailing of the Alliance, as she had 
on board stores for the use of the United States, which were 
much wanted for the supply of the American army. In a 

letter to Madame T , of the 24th of July, 1780, he 

adverted to the affair between himself and Landais in the 
following manner : — 

''Z' Orient, July 24th, 1780. 
" Madam, 
"When you did me the honor to ask my promise to write to you a par- 
ticular account of my services in this revolution and of my late expedition, I 
thought myself very happy indeed in enjoying that pleasing proof of your 
attention ; and it was my firm intention to have fulfilled my promise with 
you on that head, immediately after my return here. Had I undertaken 
to write my own history to a lady of a less elevated mind than Madame 

T J I should have run too great a risk, especially in what relates to 

my last battle ; numy dreumstances of which are not yet known to the 
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world, and are of such a nature as not to be betieved by an ordinary mind 
upon the evidence of an individual. With you, Madam, I have not the 
remotest doubt, and the extraordinary event that took place here with 
reapect to the Alliance is the only reason that has withheld my pen. I 
confess to you I feel rather ashamed that such an event should have 
happened, although God knows it was not owing to any fault of mine. 
The true reason was, M. le Ray de Chaumont unjustly detained from the 
bxave Americans who had so well served in the squadron under my 
command, not only their wages but also their prize-money ; and he has not, 
even to this hour, given the means of paying them their just claims. 
One or two envious persons here, taking advantage of these circumstances, 
persuaded these poor people that I had joined with M. de Chaumont to 
detain from them their just dues; and that it was besides my intention 
to carry them on new expeditions in Europe, and not to suffer them to 
return to their families in America during the war. These insinuations 
were false and groundless. I had disapproved the conduct of M. le Ray 
de Chaumont so much as neither to speak nor write to him after my 
return to France. My sole business at Court was to obtain the free sale 
of the prizes, which I effected. And far from being then bound on new expe- 
ditions in Europe, I was ordered by the Board of Admiralty in America to 
return forthwith to Congress, and had in consequence received the public 
despatches both from Mr. Franklin and the Court. The Alliance, 
however, was hurried out of this port before the crew had time for 
reflection; yet before they sailed from the Road of Groaix many of them, 
seeing their error, refused to weigh anchor, and were carried to sea confined 
hands and feet in irons. The government of France had taken measures 
to stop the ship, but I interposed to prevent bloodshed between the subjects 
of the two allied nations. I am now again almost ready to sail in the 
Ariel, and I know, soon after my arrival in America, that Congress will 
render me impartial justice. I will then have the happiness to furnish 
you with the account I promised, and the circumstances will be supported 
by the fullest evidence. I dare promise that it will then appear that I 
have only been to blame for having returned here from Paris, without 
having insisted absolutely on the previous payment of my men. Money 
is essential in war: in. love, you will tell me perhaps, the case may be 
otherwise. I have still in contemplation to return to France soon after I 
arrive in America, for I have the most ardent desire to give the court, the 
nation, and my friends, further proofe of my gratitude by my services 
in the glorious cause of fr'eedom that France has so nobly espoused 
in concert with America. The singular honors I have lately received 
from the kmg have made the deepest and most lasting impression on my 
heart) and it shall be my constant care to deserve the continuance of His 
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Majesty's eBtoem. Although my departure is near, yet I hope to have tlie 
honor of a letter from you, before I saiL I hope my conduct ivill always 
merit your good opinion, and that you will honor me in oonsequence 
with your attention, and permit me to consider you as one of my 
best friends. 

^ I am, Madam, 

" With the most profound respect, yours, dfc" 



Ab the name of the Alliance and that of Capt Landais hare 
been frequently introduced into this volume, in connexion with 
the occurrences incident to the life of Commodore Jones, it may 
not be unacceptable to the reader to be made more particularly 
acquainted with the history of the captain and of the ship. The 
only account of the former, within the reach of the author, is from 
the pen of Commodore Jones — and, as it is from that source, 
should be received with some degree of caution. In a memo- 
randum, dated at Versailles, on the 17th of June, 1780, Jones 
stated, that, " When the treaty of alliance with France arrived 
in America, Congress, feeling the most lively sentimentB of 
gratitude towards France, thought how they might manifest the 
satisfaction of the continent by some public act. The finest 
frigate in the service was on the stocks, ready to be launched, 
and it was resolved to call her the Alliance. M. Landais, a 
French subject, who had then arrived in America from France 
as master of a merchant ship laden with public stores, had 
Imported that he had been a captain in the royal navy of France, 
had commanded a ship of the line, been a chief officer of the 
port of Brest, and was of such worth and estimation for his 
great abilities that he could have had any honors or advance- 
ment in his own country that he pleased to accept ; but that 
his desire to serve America had induced him to leave his own 
country, and even to refuse to receive the Cross of St. Louis, 
that he might be at liberty to abjure the religion of his fore- 
fathers, which he did accordingly. Congress, believing M. 
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Landais to be in high esteem at the Court of Yersailles, and 
thinking with reason that it would give pleasure to His Majesty 
to find that one of his worthy subjects had been treated with 
distinction in America, appointed him captain of the Alliance." 

Capt. Landais was well known to the citizens of the United 
States, especially during the latter years of his life. He died 
on Long Island in the State of New York. For a considerable 
time prior to his death he was an annual petitioner to Congress, 
on whose sessions he often attended, to urge his claim for 
indemnity on account of his portion of the prize-money which 
ought to have accrued from three piizes sent into Norway, 
whilst he was in command of the Alliance in Europe. His 
temper, even in old age, appeared to be severe ; for whilst at 
Washington he could not avoid betraying his irritability. A 
remarkable instance of this unhappy constitutional excitability 
is related of him with respect to a member of Congress who 
had spoken rather slightingly of him. Landais dressed himself 
in his uniform with a small sword by his side, and repaired to 
the gallery of the House of Representatives, when in session ; 
indicating thereby, as well as in conversation with his acquaint- 
ances, that he was prepared to give any gentleman satisfaction 
who might be offended with him. He afterwards observed, 
quoting a remark ascribed to Henry IV. of France, that " if 
there was bad blood in Congress he would draw it." He 
afBrmed to the last, that he, and not Jones, captured the Sera- 
pis, attributing her surrender entirely to his having raked her 
from the Alliance, — about which the reader has seen that his 
assertion was entirely void of foundation. 

On the 2d of August, 1780, Jones addressed the following 
letter to the Count de Yergennes, and a similar one to the 
Count de Maurepas. The contents denote the activity of his 
mind, his continual anxiety for the furtherance of the American 
cause, and his accurate views of the best method of annoying 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL J0KB8. 

the enemy. Of the ideas or plan to which he alludes in this 
letter there is no written statement in possession of the author, 
farther than what is contained in the answer of the Count de 
Maurepas which is subjoined : — 

^T Orient, Auguit 2d, 1780. 
" Hia Excellency M. le Compte de Vergbnnxs, &c. 
" My Lord, 

'^1 should be unworthy of the illustrious marks that I haye lately 
received of the royal favor, if I were not constantly impressed with the 
most ardent zeal to merit the continuance of his majesty's approbation, by 
an invariable attention to the mutual interests of France and America. 
Although my departure for America has been protracted by unforeseen 
events, it is not yet too late for government to pray the Congress that I 
may, during the remainder of this war, be constantly employed on active 
and useful services, tending to distract and distress the common enemy. 
After having been so highly honored by the kind attentions of the king's 
ministers, and their approbation of my poor services, I am oonvinoed that 
I shall still find such support and protection from this government^ as may 
enable me to prove my gratitude by my future actions. 

" Since I had the honor of laying before your excellency, in the month 
of May last, my project for future expeditions, the events of the war have 
not so altered circumstances as to render my ideas inexpedient : on the 
contrary, the farther the war advances, I am the more confirmed in th€ 
utility that would result to tlie common cause from such services as I have 
therein hinted at. I was then happy in finding that your excellency 
approved of my ideas : It is therefore that I now enclose a copy, which I 
beseech your excellency to reconsider and lay before his majesty's privy 
council. If such expeditions as I wish to command were to be fitted out 
in America^ I might be able with the greater certainty to strike the first 
blow by a complete surprise. Before the fleet of his majesty sailed from 
Brest the first time, under Count D'Orvilliers, M. de Chaumont told me it 
was the desire of government to have my ideas on private expeditions in 
writing. I gave him with great pleasure many ideas, from my long 
knowledge of the enemy's trade and situation, that might have proved of 
great advantage to our cause, and I wish M. de Chaumont had given aU 
my then ideas to the court, although I am told he has taken credit 
for some of them as hu ovm. I am now nearly ready for the sea with his 
majesty's sloop of war the Ariel, and I should be happy to carry with me 
to Congress the interest of this government for my promotion; but 
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especiaOy that I may be henceforth constantly employed in the most 
active and enterprising services, with such a force under my command as 
may enable me effectually to promote the interest of our glorious cause. 
This, my lord, would be my supreme ambition, actuated by no mean 
views of self-interest, but inspired by the purest principles of gratitude and 
philanthropy. It is upon this ground alone that I depend on the constant 
protection of the king, your excellency, and this government 

" It is absolutely necessary, my lord, to destroy the foreign commerce 
of the £nglbh, especially their trade to the Baltic, from whence they draw 
all the supplies for their marine. It is equally necessary to alarm their 
coasts, not only in the colonies abroad, but even in their islands at home. 
These things would distress and distract the enemy much more than 
many battles between fleets of equal force. England has carried on the 
war against America in a far more barbarous fonp than she durst have 
adopted against any power of Europe. America has a right to retaliate ; 
and by our having the same language and customs with the enemy, we 
are in a situation to surprise their coasts and take such advantage of their 
unguarded situation, under the flag of America, as can never be done 
under the flag of France. This is not theory, for I have proved it by my 
experience ; and if I have opportunity I will yet prove it more fully. 

"I shall be happy, my lord, to be honored with your excellency's 
determination as soon as possible, as I purpose to proceed with the utmost 
expedition to PhiUdelphia, and as there is no time to lose in preparing for 
the operations of the next campaign. 

" I am, my lord, your excellency's most obliged, 

^ Most obedient, and most humble servant." 

" VersailleSj August I5th, 1780. 
** Com. Paul Jones. 
"Sir, 
" I have received with great pleasure, and read with attention, the letter 
wrote me the 2d instant from L'Orient I have remarked therein the 
continuation of your zeal for the common cause. I have examined and 
communicated to M. de Sartine the project annexed to your letter, and we 
have no manner of doubt of the good effect that would result, were it 
entrusted to you. But at present it could not be said what number of 
frigates might be employed, they being all actually armed on account of 
the king, and the plan of the approaching campaign is not yet sofiiciently 
determined, positively to say how many frigates may be given to you^ 
But this need not prevent, if you have the consent of Congress, the 
execution of the first part of your scheme, to come here as you pn^ose 

14 
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with the Allianoe, and the other veBBels which yon may have, and with a 
Biifficient American crew to arm the frigates which may join you. I will 
endeavor here to secure some for you, or to substitute privateers in thear 
pkoe. This is all I can inform you of for the present The conduct yon 
have observed, and the zeal you have shown for the service, must assure 
you of the readiness with which I shall always aid any enterprise in which 
you may be concerned. Be assured, sir, of the desire I have of rendering 
you any service, and convincing you of the sentiments with which, 

"I am, ^ 

''Maubxpab.'* 



On the 2l8t of September the commodore replied to the 
Comit de Maurepas evincing the same resolute spirit of 
perseverance in the cause of American Independence, for 
which, from his first entrance into the service, he had been 
remaricabld: 

"^ Ariel, €hroaix, Stpiember 21s(, 1780. 

^His ExceUencf M. fe C!ompte de ) 
Mausspas, isc ) 

**TIt Lord, 
" I received in its dtie course the letter that your excellency condescended 
4o write me from VenaiUes the 15th ult, I having been detained in this 
road by contrary and stormy winds ever since the 4th current I have 
postponed writing to you until I could tell you at the same time, the wind 
being fiur, that I was immediately about to depart The prospect is 
become promising this evening, and I hope to set sail to-morrow. My 
lord, I want words to express my thanks for your very kind letter; but it 
shall be the ambition of my life to merit your excellency's protection, and 
to exert all my abiUties, such as they are, with double ardor, to prove my 
grateful attachment and zeal for the gloiy and interest of the king, h^ 
ministers, and this generous minded nation. By the four late ships that 
are arrived at L'Orient from PhiUuielphia, I kam that the Congress and 
all America were warmly my friends. This cannot but afford me real 
satisfaction as a citiien of America ; and more especially because I shall 
be the better able to accomplish the first part of my project, agreeable to 
your excellency's proposal, — ^by providing the frigates and men in question 
in America, which will I fondly hope enable me eflfectnally to promote the 
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gloiy and svooess of the common cause. T^th the most livelj sentiments 
of esteem and respect^ I am, 

"My lord," &c 

Commodore Jones proceeded from L'Orient to Groaix, on 
the 4th of September, and was detained in that road, by storms 
and contrary winds, nntil the 7tii of October, 1780, when he 
pnt to sea in the Ariel the first time. She had the misfortune 
to be dismasted, which occasioned his retom. To the dangers 
he escaped, he alludes in a letter to Dr. E. Bancroft, of the l7th 
of October: 

"^n Orient, October llik, I'^BO. 
''E.BAivoRorr, Esq. 
''DbabSir, 

** I am, mj dear Sir, retorned to France without laureb, and which is 
worse, without kavinff been able to render service to our cause. I must 
refer you to Count de Vauban, the bearer of this letter, for a description 
of the late storm. I shall only say, it far exceeded a& my former ideas of 
tempest We mwt console ourselves that no lives were lost, — aa event 
remarkably fortunate imder sw^ circumstances. You have no doubt 
received news from America^ I have seen some of the papers, but find 
nothing very agreeable, except the address of the assembly of Bhode 
Lilatid to the Ck>unt de Rochambeau and the answer. Mr. Wharton and 
myself would be glad to hear from you anything you find interestii^. 
Lee had reached Philadelphia the night before one of Captain HalPs 
passengers left it ; but we know nothing fiirther, except that no guns were 
fired, no bells were rung, nor bonfires made in oonsequenoio of so great an 
event 1 Your aifaira are dry and safe, though many of our things are 
damaged, I mean our clothing ai^ books, £c Part of the powder, arms, 
and bread, &c are wet Ck>unt de Vauban behaved remarkably weU, and 
appears to me to be a very worthy character. He is determined to use 
his interest with the Duke de Orleans, that the Terpsieore may be 
Btibsiitated for the Ariel 

'^ I am not less a friend now than I was foirmeriy to Madam Chaumont 
and her fiimily. Pray have you seen my fiiir fiiend the Countess of N. — 
she is, I undentand, returned from Aix^ and I am very anxious to hear 
from hec 

"I tan," he 
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A more particular account of this calamity is contaaned in 
the following document : 



" We, the officers of the ship of war Ariel, in the service of the United 
States of America, do hereby declare, that having been detained in the 
road of Groaix by stormy and contrary winds from the 4th ult, so that it 
was impossible to proceed on our voyage to America before the 7th 
current ; we on that day weighed anchor at 2 in the afternoon, the wind 
being at N.N.W. and the weather having a very good appearance. We 
had under convoy two brigantines belonging to America, named the Duke 
of Leinster and Luke, partly laden with public stores, and one lugger 

named the , belonging to France. In the night the wind fell veiy 

moderate, and the weather was very serene. At — o'clock in the morning 
of the 8th the vrind sprung up a moderate breeze at S. by W. At 8 
o'clock the island of Groaix bore by compass N.K by £. distance 5 leagues. 
It was then squally weather with showers of rain, the wind at S. by W., 
and immediately afterward we lost sight of the land. The weather became 
very thick and the wind increased. By this time the storm had become 
so violent that the lee fore yard-arm was frequently under water. The lee 
gangway was laid entirely under the water, and the lee side of the waist 
was fulL The water in the hold flowed into the cockpit, notwithstanding 
the utmost efforts of the chain pumps. In this distress at 11 we let drop 
the best bower anchor in 30 fathoms, but it would not bring the ship's 
head to the wind. The captain ordered the weather shrouds of the 
foremast to be out, and the ship then brought up and rode head to the 
wind. The heel of the foremast carried away from the bow the stream 
and kedge anchors. The agitation of the elements was so violent that the 
mainmast could not stand, but reeled about like a man drunk. Orders 
were therefore given to cut away the starboard shrouds so as to let it &11 
over the larboard side to save, if possible, the mizenmast Before this 
could be done the larboard shrouds and chain-plates gave way, and the 
mainmast fell over the starboard side, carrying with it the mizenmast and 
quarter gallery. The mainmast had worked the heel out of the step. 
The ship leaked, though less than might have been expected, and the 
people were employed at the pumps and to clear away the wreck ; on the 
9th, at noon, saw the sun, and observed the latitude 47 deg. and 47 min. 
The storm continued with very little intermission until the morning of the 
10th, and the agitation rendered it impossible to erect jury-masts; we 
made the best preparation we could for that purpose, and succeeded so as 
to be able to cut our cable at 1 o'clock in the morning of the 1 1th. The 
wind had then come round to W.N.W., and we steered out S.S.W. till 4 
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o'clock, and finding then- 10 fathom water, we bore away E.S.E. At 8 
o'dock, steered easterly; at 10 o^clock saw the island of Groaix bearing 
KN JL, and at 6 in the evening anchored in the road of Groaix. In the 
morning of the 12th we got a pilot from L'Orient, who, at 3 o'clock, 
brought the Ariel to an anchor in the harbor of UOrient^ where we now 
attest and subscribe all the cvcumstances of the within declaration as 
matters of &ct And we apprehend that part of the pubhc stores on 
board are damaged. Done on board the Ariel in the harbor of L'Orient^ 
this ISth of October, 1780." 

Sign^ by the officers. 

He sailed again on the 18th of December, and arrived safely 
in the United States. ' 

The following extract from the journal, given by him to his 
majesty the King of France, will illustrate the dexterity with 
wliich on the following occasion he extricated himself firom 
peril, and the more so at this particular time, as the Ariel was 
deeply laden with military stores for the use of the army :-^ 

^ After having met several vessels, I at last met the frigate Triumph of 
20 guns, belonging to the British Navy. 

^ As that frigate sailed much fiaster than the Ariel I could not avoid an 
engagement, but I so well manoeuvred and so well concealed my prepara- 
tions for an engagement that the enemy thought of nothing else than 
making an easy conquest and a good prize. 

^ As the night approached the Triumph hailed the Ariel, and the enemy 
was much surprised to find he had to contend with a force so nearly equal 
to his own. As the two frigates carried the English flag, there ensued a 
conversation between the commander of the Triumph and me, by which I 
learned the situation of the English affairs in America. At last I pretended 
not to believe that the Triumph belonged to the British navy, and I 
insisted that the captain should come on board the Ariel to show me his 
commission. The captain excused himself by .saying that his boats 
leaked, and that I had told him neither my name nor that of my frigate. 
I answered I had no account to give to him, and that I allowed him only 
five minutes to determine. That time baring expired, and the Ariel being 
situated abreast and to leeward, about 30 feet distant, I hoisted the 
American flag and began the engagement Never was I in any preceding 
action so much pleased as in this of the Ariel, with the regular and 
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vigefrouis fire of ttie tops and the deck gona. .Hub proceoded fiom the 
arraogement and pieparatioii which had preoeded the action, by placing 
the officers and paasengen of the Ariel in di£ferent parte of the ship to 
prevent the men from deserting their posts, and to encourage them to do 
their duty ; which proves the advantage of having good offioen, for there 
never was a mor6 indifferent crew than that of the Ariel. 

^' After a shoit resistance the enemy struck his colors; the captain of 
the Triumph begged ,for quarters, saying that be surrendered, and that 
half of his people were killed. I immediately ordered the finng to cease, 
and there were several huasis on board the Ariel, as is vsual after a 
victory; but a minute afterward the captain of the Triumph had the 
baseness to fill his sails and run away. It was not in my power to prevent 
this, the Triumph sailing much faster than the Ariel But if the Eritish 
government had that feeliAg of honor and justice which becomes a great 
nation, they would have delivered up to the United States that fiigate as 
belonging to them; and would have punished in the most exemplary 
manner her captcun, for having thus violated the laws of war, and the 
custom of civilized nalicMis.'' 

Complaints by Mr. Lee and Captain LandaiB had, no doubt, 
preceded him ; for he was immediately afterward called upon 
by the Board of Admiralty to answer forty-seven interrogatories, 
the answers to which would embrace the whole of his public 
transactions, from the period of his departure from Portsmouth 
in the Banger, until his return to the United States in the Ariel 
On the 20th of February, 1781, Mr, John Brown enclosed the 
interrogatories to him in the subjoined terms : 

^Admiralty Office, February 20/A, 1781. 
'* Captain Paul Jones is hereby requued to answer the following 
questions in writing, as soon as possible ; and to produce the original 
orders. 

"By order of the Board. 

" Jom? Brown, Secretary.** 

"With this requisition Jones complied on the 21st of March, 
and as the copy of the answers is in his own handwriting, being 
indeed the original thereof, they are here introduced, as con- 
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taining a precise luurrative of the inddentB of his life during a 
very intereflting period of it : — 

<« Philadelphia, March , 1781. 
" JoHv Brown, Esq., Secretazy of Admiralty. 
"Sir, 
"I have the honor to give the following answers to the questions 
proposed to me hj the Board of Admiralty, Fehruary 20tii, and March 
Ist, 1781 !^ 

" Aruwef l«f. I sailed from Portsmouth in New Hampshire, the first 
day of November, 1777, by order wf the Marine Committee, dated 
September 6th, 1777; having on board the despatches respecting the 
victory of Saratoga, and being bound for France, to take command of a 
large ship then building for America at Amsterdam, agreeable to orders 
from the Secret Committee, dated May 0th, to thi» commissioners at 
Paris. 

" 2. 1 took two brigantines on the passage, laden with fruit, wine, &c^ 
bound from Malaga for London. I ordered the prize masters to deliver 
them to the Continental agents, Mr. Thomas Morris and Mr. Alderman 
Lee, in France, in conformity to the orders I had formerly received from 
the Comnfhtee of Congress. One of these prizes arrived at Bordeaux, the 
other at Nantes. Being at Nantes myself I proposed to send the one 
arrived there to America, finding she would fetch very little in France,, but 
this Mr. Morris would not agree to. I believe Mr. Dunlap had his 
authority either fiom the agents or the commissioners. He had no 
appointment from roe. He accounted at last for the captors' part of the 
sale to Mr. Williams, who paid them before the Ranger left France for 
America ; and I suppose he accounted for the Continental part to the 
commissioners. The commissioner sent for me to Paris, to consult on 
future operations respecting the ship of war Indien, built for America at 
Amsterdam, and proposed to be put under my command ; but after I had 
remained at Paris three weeks, the commissioners informed me they had 
assigned over the property of that ship to the King of France, whose 
property she still seems to be. As nothing had been hitherto done for 
the relief of the unfortunate Americans confined in English dungeons, 1 
determined if possible to effect their exchange, and to put an end to the 
cruel burnings of our enemies on this continent. The commissioners were 
not in my secret, as appears by the unrestraining papers I then received 
from them, dated, Paris, January 15th, 16th, I7th, and 18th, 1778. 

^I returned to Nantes, and sent the commissioners the scheme that 
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was afterward adopted for Ck>unt d'Estaing*8 expediUon. I abo demanded 
and obtained a salute from the flag of France, both at Quiberon and at 
Brest, before the treaty of alliance was announced, t sailed fix>m Brest in 
the Ranger into the Irish channel, made a descent at Whitehaven with 30 
men only, surprised and took two strong forts, with 30 pieces of cannon, 
and set fire to the shipping, where there lay 300 or upwards, in the dry 
pier. That both the shipping and town, containing from forty to fifty 
thousand inhabitants, was not burnt to ashes, was owing to the badc- 
wardness of some persons under my command. I landed the day afterward 
in Scotland, in order to take some nobleman prisoner, as a hostage for the 
good treatment and exchange of our countrymen in England. The Earl 
of Selkirk lived near the shore, and it was my intention to take him ; but 
he being from home, I was obliged to give way to the murmurs of my 
party, and suffer them to bring away the family plate. I have since pur- 
chased it, and restored it to the fair owner. We took the sloop of war 
Drake of 20 guns^ and an hundred and seventy-five men, sent in pursuit 
of the Ranger. I had but an hundred and twenty-three men and 18 guns 
in the Ranger. We took also ^ve other prizes, sunk three of them, and 
arrived with the Drake, the other two, and 200 prisoners, at Brest^ May 
7th, 1778, having been absent only 28 days. 

"3. I am unable to say with certainty by whom the then agents were 
appointed. Mr. Morris was dead, and Mr. Sweighauser informed me by 
letter that Mr. Williams had nothing to do with public affairs, and tliat 
Mr. Alderman Lee, before he went to Germany, had appointed him (Mr. 
Sweighauser) as his deputy agent, <&c. His conduct was not satisfiictoiy to 
me, because hia inquiry was only respecting the prizes; because he left me 
for a month, to cure my wounded, to feed my people, to guard my prison- 
ers, and to refit the Ranger on my own credit ; because my prizes were 
actually attached afterward for provision that had been furnished to the 
Ranger, by Monsieur Bersole, before that ship sailed on the expedition 
from Brest ; because he sold my prizes at last, without my proper authority, 
and without giving the public proper notice of that sale ; and because I 
believe he has not yet accounted to the crew of the Ranger for their share 
in their prizes, that were, I understand, while in his hands, shamefully 
plundered, and at Ust given away rather than sold. The second year after 
these transactions were ended. I authorized Mr. Williams to receive from 
Mr. Sweighauser what he pleased to allow as my share in these prizes, 
and Mr. Williams gave me credit in his account, in part of the moneys I 
had been obliged to borrow from my private friends. I do not remember 
the amount of what Mr. Williams received ; nor do I find the account 
among my papers, that have been several times broken open. 

** Perhaps Mr. Sweighauser had Alderman Lee's appointment confirmed 
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by the oommissioiiers, £>r his deputy assumed the agency at L'Orient 
imniediately on the revolt of the Alliance, and went to a considerable 
expense, which he has since repented, as I understand, his bills having 
been refused by Mr. Franklin. 

** 4. The prisoners were guarded on board one of my prizes by French 
soldiers, and none escaped from the month of May until the middle of 
September. This guard cost America nothing; I obtained it on my own 
credit, and the soldiers were even fed at the King's expense. Many 
of them escaped afterward while they remained under the care of Mr. 
Sweighauser, and the remainder were at last exchanged for American 
seamen. 

^ 5. I left the Ranger in the beginning of June, 1778, on an invitation 
from the Court of France, communicated to me by His Excellency B. 
Franklin, Esq., (which was afterward approved of by the commissioners,) 
in order, as it then appeared, to command the ship built for America at 
Amsterdam, that had been assigned over to the King by the commissioners. 
That ship to be, as I understood, presented to America, and supported under 
our flag by the King. 

** 6. I took command of the Bon homme Richard the 4th of February, 
1779, agreeable to a letter of that date, addressed to me by His Excellency 
M. de Sartine. 

^ 7. The Bon homme Richard was the property of the King, and all the 
squadron I commanded was at the expense of the crown of France. This 
is clear from a letter I received from His Excellency B. Franklin, Esq., 
dated 12th of August, 1780, ifec. 

*^ 8. 1 have never borne nor acted under any other commission than 
that of the Congress of America. 

** 9. The squadron I commanded was at the first left entirely at my 
discretion, as well as the French troops that government proposed to 
embark. I had a variety of objects in view, and should have endeavored 
to execute some of the projects I had laid before the minister of the marine. 
But when the Marquis de la Fayette arrived in France, the court again sent 
for me express to UOrient It was determined the Marquis should com- 
mand the troops \ — the Alliance was made part of the squadron, and I 
received orders for an expedition, from His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, 
Esquire. 

^ 10. The Alliance was put under my orders by His Excellency B. 
Franklin, Esq. 

^11. The squadron being at first committed to my discretion, I had, as 
I have already said, a variety of objects, but no person was in my secret 
I hope it is not doubted it was my intention to distress the enemy, and 
promote to the utmost of my ability the mutual interests of France and 
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America, and it is not improbable I might haye appeared seasonablj on 
thiB coast 

" 12. I have already said I had a variety of objects in view. This will 
best appear by a general review of my correspondence. My first object 
was the cause of humanity to effect the liberty and exchange of our unfor- 
tunate fellow-citizens confined as * pirates, felons, and traitois,^ in the 
dungeons of England, and to put a stop to the savage burnings and 
wanton cruelties of the enemy on this continent My second and last 
object has been the honor of the American flag. The orders I received in 
Europe will best explain the objects of the Court of France, and of the 
American minister at that court 

'^ 13. The expense of the armament was paid by the Court of FVance, 
(the men's wages who belonged to the Bon homme Richard, and were car- 
ried away from L'Orient in irons on board the Alliance excepted,) these poor 
men were not paid owing to the revolt on board that ship, £nd the trifling 
idle excuses formerly made from time to time by M. le Ray de Chaumont, 
to whom government had entrusted the fimds as a commissary for the 
expense of that armament The Alliance appears to have been provided 
with stores and provision at the expense of the court fix}m the time of 
joining the squadron until her return to L'Orient from Spain, the 10th 
day of February, 1780. But I did not find that the Court meant to pay 
the men's wages of that ship, though I endeavored to obtain that payment 
I am uncertain whether the expense of the Alliance, after her return to 
L'Orient, was on account of the Court or of the United States: sometimes 
I believed the one, and sometimes the other. 

"• 14. The Alliance was undoubtedly to share in prizes taken by the 
squadron, in proportion to the number of her men, and the number and 
calibre of her guns. 

"15. I know of no ordinance made by the King respecting the squadron 
His Majesty put under my command. But as the squadron was under 
the flag of America, the officers appeared entitled to every advantage that 
any other oflicers may or can claim under the establishment of the marine 
laws of America, and the rules of the continental navy. 

"16. I have given a particular account of my expedition from L'Orient 
round the west of Ireland, north of Scotland, and east of England, to the 
Texel, in a letter to the Minister of these States at the Court of Versailles, 
and to the Minister of the Marine, dated on board the Serapis, off the 
Texel, the 3d of October, 1779, c<^ies whereof were sent to the President 
of Congress. I find on the return of 405 prisoners at the Texel, Novem- 
ber 4th, 1779, 13 masters of merchantmen, so that the squadron took 15 
sail, including the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough. I need not 
observe how much might have been done, if due subordination had pre- 
vailed in the squadron. 
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^ lY. A ahip and two briganlaiieB, taken bj the squadron oflf the 
entrance of the Channel and west of Ireland, were ordered for France. 
The brigantines arrired at L'Orient, and were sold there. The ship was 
not heard of afterward. Two rich letter-of-marque ships were taken off 
the coast of Soodand,and Capt Landais took upon himself even under my 
nose, and without my knowledge, to order them to Bergen, in Norway, 
-where thej were given up to the English. A brigantine coUier was sent, 
as I understand, to Dunkirk by Capt Landais, during his second separar 
tion from the squadron in the East Sea. The Countess of Scarborough 
arriyed, and was publicly sold at Dunkirk. The Serapis arrived, and was 
publicly sold at L'Orient The rest of the prizes taken were either sunk, 
burnt or destroyed, except one brigantine from Holland for England that 
was retaken, and a small collier that I gave up to the master, on account 
of his attachment to America, and the fiiithful information and important 
services he rendered me by his general knowledge of the east coast of 
Britain, particularly in the Firth of Forth, in my projected enterprise 
against Leith and Edinburg. I had given orders to sink the old vessel, 
when the tears of that honest man prevailed over my intention. He 
became security for the good behavior and payment of the pilots of the 
Pallas and Vengeance. 

**1B. The officers and men of the Bon homme Richard and Alliance 
appointed Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan their agents for prizes. I had 
nothing to do with that appointment I can give no certain account 
respecting the appointment of agents for the United States. But I hope 
my correspondence, which I wish to be examined respecting these prizes, 
will show I have done my utmost for the general good. 

^ 19. I never received any account of the nett proceeds of the prizes 
taken by the squadron. 

^ 20. The American officers and men did, I believe, receive from their 
agents, some part of their shares arising from the sale of the prizes taken 
by the squadron under my command ; but what part they received I 
cannot say, it being their own private transaction. 

'^21. His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. wrote me the 4th of 
December, 1780, ' he imderstood the prize-money was not then received 
from the King.' My correspondence will, I hope, show I have done my 
best to obtain payment 

^ 22. I have always considered, and> now consider the prisoners taken 
by the squadron I commanded as the property of the United States ; 
and, I believe, Mr. Franklin had assurance from government to receive an 
equal number of prisoners in France to exchange for the Americans in 
England, before he sent me ordevs to deliver up the prisoners I had taken 
to the Duke de la Vauguyon, Ambassador of France in Holland. After 
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I returned to France, a cartel arriyed at Morlex with an hundred Ame- 
ricans from England. I had occasion to lay before government a paper 
mentioning the American prisoners remaining in England, and nothing 
was either s^id or written to me by the kmg's ministers that could 
bear an unfavorable construction. On the contrary, Count Maurqun 
wrote me a very kind letter, expressing his general approbation of that 
paper. 

*' 23. I had command of the Serapis from the time the Bon homme 
Richard sunk until she was remasted, repaired, and fit for sea at the 
TexeL 

^'24. When ready hr sea, I received a letter from his Excellency, 
Benjamin Franklin, Esq. referring me to the ambassador of France who 
sent for me to Amsterdam, and, after a dispute of thirteen houn, I 
yielded to go from on board the Serapis to the command of the Alliance. 
This, as I afterward understood, was brought about through M. le 
Ray de Chaumont. This will best appear by my correspondence on 
that subject. 

"25. When Capt Landais received orders to appear at Paris, His 
Excellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. wrote me either to appoint a com- 
mander for the Alliance, or take it upon mpelf. I had applied*to him to 
nan)^ a commander, and he said he had no fit person. I was in the same 
predicament Lieut. Degge was the senior officer on board, and my giving 
him an order to act as commander, was matter of necessity, not of choice ; 
for, as I then expected to bring the Serapis to America, after having landed 
the prisoners in France, and as the Alliance was abominably dirty and out of 
order, I did not choose to go on board that ship as captain. 

" 26. I took command of the Alliance at last, by the authority and 
repeated order of His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. I may add I 
had also all the authority that could be ^ven me by the Ambassador 
of France ; and I conceive my own authority, as commander-in-chief of 
the squadron, might justify me, had I acted in consequence of it 

" 27. The Alliance left the Texel the 27th of December, 1779. 

" 28. The Alliance arrived in Spain the 16th of January, 1780, and at 
Grofux without L'Orient, the 10th of February, 1780. 

"29. At L'Orient the Alliance required very considerable repurs. 
She had not one good sail, — had left the Texel witii only one anchor, and 
had I not procured two new cables fix)m Amsterdam after I left the 
Serapis, I should have lost the Alliance at the Texel. I never found a 
frigate in so bad a condition. Epidemical disorders raged among the 
crew.^ The cutwater was loosened by laying in the trough of the swell in 
a gale of wind, while separated from the squadron in the North Sea. I 
was obliged to secure it with a hawser. The bowsprit was too long, ran 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OT JOHN PAUL JONES. 231 

oat too much in a horizontal line, and was looae. The ballast was, a 
oonsiderable part of it, laid before the magazine in the fore-peak, and on 
the breast hooks ; the rest was ranged along the wings, deeted up at a 
Tery considerable distance from the keel, and above the dead-rising. The 
remainder of it was laid in the afterpeak, and on the transums. The two 
ibreguns had been carried and run out over the bow ; the after guns run 
out at the stem ports. The top-masts, yards, and rigging were large 
enough for a sixty gun ship, and the tope were so ill made, and so narrow, 
as to give the masts no proper support It is impossible to imagine a 
wone arrangement than that of the store-rooms. They were divided and 
subdivided into httle closets, nooks, and winding passages, and, instead of 
being adapted to contain the ship's stores, appeared only fit to lodge dirt, 
and increase the quantity of rats, already immense. The magazine was 
not only inconvenient, but very insecure from ^re^ &c There was no fit 
orlop for the cables, and the sail-room could contain at most only one of the 
spare courses. The deck was burnt through under the hearth, and the bot- 
tom of the copper burnt out Many obstructions of useless hatchways, &c 
were in the way of the recoil of the guns ; and the gangways were so ill 
contrived as neither to afford a convenient passage from the quarter-deck to 
the forecastle, nor cover the men at the guns in the waist The mizen- 
mast stood too close to the mainmast The ship was veiy crank — ^plunged 
very deep in a head sea, and could neither sail nor work as a frigate. I 
began to put that ship in order immediately on my taking command ; and 
after my arrival at L'Orient the essential repairs were finished early in 
April, by the crew of the ship and four or five American carpenters, hired 
from the Luzem to assist ours. The materials of the old arrangement. 
did not &11 much short of finishing the new. Judges have allowed that, 
when the business was finished, every thing about that frigate was perfect 
I know not what was the amount of the disbursements. The accounts 
were never shewn to me ; but I understand from Mr. Roes, an expense of 
30 or 40,000 livres was contracted afterward, by Capt Landais and his 
advisers, which Mr. Franklin refused to pay. I took on board the 
Alliance 28 18-poundeTs and 12 9-pounders that I had myself contracted 
for at Angouleme for the Bon honune Richard ; also 76 chests of arms, 
and 216 barrels of powder from the king's magazine, and I had allotted 
a phice for the bales of clothing, afterwards shipped in the brig Luke, 
wldch the Alliance could have carried without any inconvenience, and 
I should also have endeavored to take in part of the clothing that was 
made up. 

"^ 30. M. le Ray de Chaumont had promised from day to day, to remit 
the government monies to L'Orient, for the payment of wages, and also 
100,000 livres, in part of prize-money, to be divided among the Ameri- 
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onus of the squadron, then on board the Alliance ; but at last, instead of 
coniplying with either, he prevailed on the Minister of the Marine to 
order the Serapis to be valued in the French way, for account of the 
King, and without giving the ci^tors anj satasfiietion whatever, or 
obtaining their leave or consent, the woikmen in the port began to rip up 
the orlop deck, and all the interior work of that ship. Messrs. Grourlade 
and Moylan did not interfere to prevent this. Mr. Lee took much pains 
to persuade the people thej had been sailing with me in a privateer^ 
would be detained in Europe during the war, und get nothing at hist I 
found it impossible to reason them into good humor, so as to go to sea; 
thej positively decUired they would not weigh anchor till they were fully 
paid, and wrote to this effect to Mr. Franklin. I was then greatly 
disgusted with the treatment that, in appearanee^ I had met with from M. 
de Sartine, but which in reality did not prove to be his &ult but that of 
M. le Ray de Chaumont. But as I saw no way of overcoming my 
difficulties by remaining at L'Orient, I, with the advice of Mr. Samuel 
Wharton, and the majority of the Americans then assembled at UOrienty 
waiting to proceed with me to America, went up to court to demand the 
free sale of our prizes, agreeable to the laws of the American navy. Mr. 
Franklin went with me to the minister who, contrary to my expectation, 
gave me the most friendly welcome, and sent immediate orden to publish 
the inventories and advertise the sale of all the prises. ThiSi however, 
took up more time than had been imagmed. I improved this mcmeiit 
and the fiivorable disposition of government to ask for and obtain the 
Ariel, to assist the Alliance in transporting the clothing, Ac fi» our 
armies. I purposed to mount the Ariel with only 16 guns, with 60 or 80 
men ; and as I had left near 400 men in the Alliance, I had a crew 
sufficient for both ships. Thus the Ariel would have carried a laige quan- 
tity of public stores, and no additional expense would have been incaned 
on account of that ship. The men must have been fed, whether in the 
Alliance or the Ariel, and being in part removed to the latter ship, the 
former would have had so much tiie less water and provision to cany. 
Upon learning that the sale of the prizes was protracted beyond expecta- 
tion, I returned to L'Orient in the beginning of June, and as the sale 
was published, I hoped to be able to remove the idea of thdr having 
suled in a ^ privateer^ and to be able to prevail with the people to leave 
the prize money to be settled by their agents in FVaace, and to sail 
immediately with the two frigates and merchant ships that waited my 
convoy ; but, to my great mortification, my scheme was entirely defeated 
by Mr. Lee, Capt Landais, and his party. 

" 31. I know not exactly the date of Admiral de TemeyV Baitings firom 
Brest for America, but think it was about the latter end of May. 
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** 32. I imderBtood it was proposed to charter two ships from Messrs. 
Bondfield and Haywood^ for-the purpose of transporting from France the 
clothing and stores for our armies, which was not concluded, because the 
terms were thought too extravagant 

"33. I know the Marquis de k Fajette took much pains to obtain 
clothing and stores from government. I never understood that the frinds 
for such purchase were put into the hands of the minister plenipotentiary 
of these States. The arms and powder came directly from the King's 
manufiEUitories. I understood M. le Ray de Chaumont was principally 
concerned in the purdiiase of the clothing, and that he employed Mr. 
Williams of Nantes, who drew his bills on M. le Ray de Chaumont, at 
sundry usances ; but I am unable to say who employed M. le Ray de 
Chaumont, or wlio is now charged to ship the dotfaing and stores for 
America. Mr. Joseph Wharton, who was at Passy, and intimate both 
with Mr. Franklin and M. le Ray de Chaumont, when the purchase of 
clothing was made, and is now here, can, I believe, give a satis&ctory 
answer respecting that transaction. 

" 34. The reasons aheady assigned will show why Admiral de Temey's 
convoy was not embraced for the Alliance. 

** 35. Captain Landais repossessed himself of the AUiance the 13th of 
June. Mr. Lee and the rest of his council can best answer why he sailed 
contrary to my orders, as well as the orders of Mr. Franklin. The passen- 
gers he had on board were, Mr. Lee and his two nephews, Mr. M. Living- 
ston, Major Frazer, Mr. Brown, and three French officers now with the 
Marquis de k Fayette ; I heard of no others. I cannot answer as to what 
private property might have been on board the Alliance, at the time she 
left France. 

" 36. The brig Luke appeared to be in very good condition when she 
left France — ^was, I understood, owned by Mr. James Moylan. I believe 
she had some private freight on board. 

" 37. I took command of the Ariel the beginning of June, when lent 
by the King, whose property she is, for a voyage from France to America, 
for the purpose I have already mentioned. 

^ 38. I have ahready explained what was the object of my taking com- 
mand of the Ariel If I had any personal view, it was to appear here to 
answer for my pest conduct I have obeyed orders, and refer to my> cor- 
respondence. 

" 39. I have ahready said I never commanded under any other oommis- 
non than that of the Congress of these United States. 

** 40. I sent from Frimce to the Board of Admiralty a declaration of my 
officers and men, «howing that the Ariel sailed from L'Orient to Groaiz 
the 4th of September, and was detained in that road by storms and oon- 
tnrj winds till the 7th of October, when I put to sea tho first time. 
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*U1. The Ariel had on board for the United States four hundred and 
thirty-fleven barrels of powder, one hundred and forty-eix cheste of anns, a 
quantity of medicine, a quantity of 12 and 9 pound shot^ and a small 
quantity of sheet lead. 

^* 42. It was well known at Nantes and L'Orient what time I was ready 
to sail. The Luke, Duke of Leinster, and a French lugger, all bound here, 
sailed under my convoy. I had no official information, nor indeed any 
private certainty, respecting captains or agents hav^ charge of the 
public stores of any kind — ^therefore I could not write to such persons 
officially, 

^ 43. I put to sea with the Ariel the second time the 18th of December 
kst 

" 44. I had on board, when I last sailed, the articles I have mentioned 
in my last answer but two, except the arms, which being wet when the 
Ariel was dismasted, were left under the care of Messrs. Gourlade and 
Moylan. 

" 46. I never knew officially in Europe who were the American agents. 
The brig Luke sailed the second time about the last of October, before the 
Ariel was again masted. The clothing lay in the warehouse of Messrs. 
Gourlade and Moylan, the military stores being in the hands of the King's 
officers at Port Louis. Both were well acquainted with my time of sail- 
ing : I waited ten or twelve days with a fair wind for the despatches. I 
do not believe either the King's officers, or Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan, 
were authorized to ship any part of the public stores in their hands in any 
merchant ships that have, in the course of last year, been bound from 
France to America. 

" 46. No private merchandise came over in the Ariel to my knowledge. 
There was on board some 8 or 10 sihall trunks and boxes, which I. con- 
ceive to have been presents to the gentlemen of Congress. Mr. Roes, an 
old servant to the public, had his books and accounts on board. The 
passengers had but little baggage. These triffing articles were put into 
my own store room : and I am above deriving any benefit or profit what- 
ever either from the passengers or the articles here mentioned. 

" 47. The officers and crew of the Ariel are at the expense of the United 
States, they are enlisted for three years, except some few who entered at 
L'Orient for one year after the ship put back there, as will best appear by 
the entry book. 

^ Having thus endeavored to answer all the questions that have been 
put to me by the Board of Admiralty, I lay all my correspondence on the 
subject of this inquiry before that Board. I submit with the utmost defer- 
ence my own conduct to the impartial inspection of the Board, and am, 
with great respect, sir, ^ 

"Yours, Ac'' 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JeHN PAUL JOKB8. 

On the 14th of April ensxiiiig, Congress, then in session, passed 
the following vote of thanks : 

'* By the United States in Conoress assemblecL 

" Saturday, April Uth, 1781. 

''On the report of a committee, oonsistmg of Mr. Varaum, Mr. Houston, 
and Mr. Matthe^ra, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Vamum : 

** The United States in Congress assembled, having taken into consider- 
ation the report of the Board of Admiralty of the 28th of March last, 
respecting the conduct of John Paul Jones, Esq., captain in the navy, do 

Besolve, That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, 
be given to Captain John Paul Jones, for the zeal, prudence, and 
intrepidity with w^uch he has supported the honor of the American flag ; 
ftn* his bold and successful enterprises to redeem from captivity the citizens 
of these States who had fallen under the power of the enemy ; and in 
general for the good conduct and eminent services by which he has added 
lustre to his character, and to the American arms : 

** That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, be also 
given to the officers and men who have faithfully served under him from 
time to time, for their steady affection to the cause of their country, and 
the bravery and pei%everance they have manifested therein." 

The subjoined letters from the Commander-in-Chief, General 
Lafayette, and the Hon. John Adams, express in very handsome 
terms, their opinion and conduct of the services of Commodore 
Jones; 

''Head-Quarters^ New Windwr, May \9th, 1781. 
** The Chevalier Paul Jones, Captain in the \ 
Navy of the United States. J 

"Sib, 
" My partial acquaintance with either our naval or commercial affiura, 
makes it altogether impossible hx me to account for the unfortunate delay 
of those articles of military stores and clothing which have been so long 
provided in Fkunoe. 

" Had I any particular reasons to have suspected you of being accessory 
ia that delay, which I assure you has not been the case, my suspicion 
would have been removed by the very fiill and satisfiictory answers which 

16 



Digitized by 



Google 



326 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 

you have, to the hest of my judgment, made to the questioiis proposed to 
you by the Board of Admiridty, and upon which that board have, in their 
report to CongresB, testified the high sense which they entertain of your 
merit and services. 

" Whether our naval affittn have in general been well or iU conducted, 
would be presumptuous in me to destermine. Instances of bravery and 
good conduct in several of our officers, have not, however, been wanting: 
delicacy forbids me to mention that particular one which has attracted 
the admiratioiv of all the world, and which has influenced the most 
illustrious monarch to confer a mark of his fiivor, which can only be 
obtained by a long and hon<»rable service, or by the performance of some 
brilliant action. 

'* That you may long enjoy the reputation you have so justly acquired, 
is the sincere wish of, 

" Sir, your most obedient and very himible servant, 

** Gboroe Washington." 

""AUiaruse, off Boston, Dec. 22rf, 1781. 
" John Paul Jonbs, Esq., Chevalier of the Royal Order of Military Merit, 
Commander of the ship of the line America, at Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire. 
"Sir, 

" I have been honored with your polite favor, my dear Paul Jones, but 
before it reached me I was already on board the Alliance, and every 
minute expecting to put to sea. It would have afforded me great 
satisfaction to pay my respects to the inhabitants of Portsmouth, and the 
State in which you are for the present As to the pleasure to take you 
by the hand, my dear Paul Jones, you know my affectionate sentimenti, 
and my very great regard for you, so that I need not add anything on 
that subject 

" Accept of my best thanks for the kind expressions in your letter. 
His lordship's (Lord Comwallis) down&ll is a great event; and the 
greater, as it was equally and amicably shared by the two allied nations. 
Your coming to the army I had the honor to command, would have been 
considered as a very flattering compliment to one who loves you and 
knows your worth. I am impatient to hear that you are ready to sail ; 
and I am of opinion that we ought to unite under you every continental 
ship we can muster, with such a body of well appointed marines (tix>uper 
de mer) as might cut a good figure ashore, and then give you plenty <^ 
provinons and carie blanche* 

*< I am Sony I cannot see you : I also had many things to teU you. 
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Write me by good opportunities, but not often in ciphen, unless the 
matter is very important On my arrival in Frai^ I will be able to let 
jou know about the one you gave me, but am almost certain I have got it. 
" Your friends will be happy to hear from you : and I, my dear sir, 
need not tell you that your letters will be graftefrilly acknowledged by, &o. 

" Lafatbttb." 

"^ Hague, Augu9t \2ih, 1782. 
" John Paul Jones, Esq., Commander of the America, at Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. 
"Dear Sir, 

"I had yesterday the pleasure of receiving your favor of the 10th of 
December last, and am much obliged to you for your care of the articles 
which Mr. Moylan, at my desire, sent to my family. 

^ The command of the America could not have been more judiciously 
bestowed, and it is with impatience that I wish her at sea, where she will 
do honor to her name. Nothing ^ves me so much surprise, or so much 
regret, as the inattention of my countrymen to their navy : it is a bulwark 
as essential as it is to Great Britain. It is less costly than armies, and 
more easily removed from one end of the United States to the other. Our 
minister of finance used to be a great advocate for this kind of defence. I 
hope he has not altered his sentiments concerning it 

" Every day shows that the Batavians have not wholly lost their ancient 
character. They were always timid and slow in adopting their political 
systems^ but always, firm and able in support of them, and always brave 
and active in war. They have hitherto been restrained by their chiefs ; 
but, if the war continues, they will show that they are possessed of the 
spirit of liberty, and that they have lost none of their great qualities. 

'* Rodney^s victory has intoxicated Britain again to such a degree that I 
think there will be no peace for some time. Indeed, if I could see a 
prospect of half a dozen line-of-batUe ships under the American flag, 
commanded by Commodore Paul Jones, engaged with an equal British 
force, I apprehend the event would be so glorious for the United States, 
and lay so sure a foundation for their prosperity, that it would be a rich 
ocHnpensatkm for a continuance of the war. 

^ However, it does not depend upon us to finish it Thero is but one 
way to finish it, and that is — Burgoynizing Carlton in New YorL 
''I should be happy to hear firom you, and remain, &c 

''John Adams.** 

After remaining a ahort time in the United States, Jonee was 
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appointed on the 26th of June, 1781, unanimooBlj by ballot, to 
the command of the America, one of the Beventy-four gon 
fihipB ordered to be built by a resolution of Congress of the 
20th of November, 1776. 
The following is the resolution adopted on the occasion : 

"In Congress, June 26<A, 1781. 

" Congreas proceeded to the appointment of a captain to command the 
ship America 74, and the ballots being taken, John Paul Jones, Esq. was 
wmmm/ouily elected.*^ 

In superintending the construction of this vessel, he was 
engaged sixteen months. But the king of France having, 
about this time, lost a ship of that class from his navy, the 
United States made a present ^ the America to him to supply 
the place of the one that was lost. 

The annexed is the resolution passed by Congress on the 
occasion : — 

''In Gonobess, September Bd^ 1782. 

** "Whereas the Magnifique, a 74 gun ship belonging to the fleet of Hb 
Most Christian Majesty, commanded bj the Marquis de Vaudreuil, has 
been lately lost bj accident in the harbor of Boston, and Congress are 
desirous of testifying on this occasion to his Majesty the sense they enter- 
tain of his generous exertions in behalf of the United States : 

"J2e<o/vetf, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby instructed 
to present the America, a 74 gun ship, in the name of the United States, 
to the Chevalier de la Luzerne for the service of His Most Christian 
Hajesty."* 

The following letter from the Hon. Bobert Morris was written 
to Jones with the intention no doubt of soothing his feelings 
under this severe disappointmoat : — ' 
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""Marine Office^ Sept. ith, 1782. 
" Chevalier Paul JoNsSy 
''Dear Sir, 

The endoeed reBolution* ivill show jou the destinalaon of the ship 
America. Nothing could be more pleasing to me than this dispositioii, 
excepting so fiir as you are affected by it I know you so well as to be 
convinced that it must give you great pain, and I sincerely sympathize 
with you ; but, although you will undergo much concern at being 
deprived of this opportunity to reap laurels on your favorite field, yet your 
regard for France will in some measure alleviate it, and to this your good 
sense will naturally add the delays which must have happened in fitting 
this ship for sea. I must entreat of you to continue your inspection until 
ahe is launched, and to urge forward the business. When that is done 
if you will come hither, I will explain to you the reasons which led to 
this measure and my views for employing you in the service of your 
country. You will, on your route, have an opportunity of conferring 
with Uie General, on the place you mentioned to me in one of your 
letters. 

" I pray you to believe me your affectionate friendj kc 

"Robert Morris.^ 

Jones was then left without employment ; and, ever impa- 
tient, when not occupied, he addressed in 1782 a long memorial 
to the United States' Minister of Marine, in which he set forth 
his claims to promotion, and submitted some projects and sug- 
gestions, which, had they been adopted, would have had the 
effect to bring him once more into service. As several pas- 
sages in that memorial may prove interesting to our naval 
o£Scers, a few of them are inserted from the rough draft in the 
hands of the author. Some of the extracts here published, 
appear to have been crossed and cancelled by Jones himself 
so that they were probably not communicated to the Board of 
Admiralty. 



• Reflation of CongreH of Sopt«mber 3d, 1783, directing the preaentatioD to Wm 
If^ieety tho Kj^ag'of France, of tho America, to replaoe tlie Magnifiqne which had 
been latelr loet by aoddent in the haibor of fioaton. 
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<" Pkihdelphia, Sq>tember 22J, If 82. 

^The United States Mimster of Marine. 
"Sib, 

" The beginning of our navy, as navies now rank, was so singularly 
sniall, that I am of opinion it has no precedent in history. Was it a pnxtf 
of madness in the first corps of sea officers, at so critical a period, to have 
launched out on the Qcean with only two armed merchant ships, two armed 
brigantines, and one armed sloop, to make war against such a power as 
Great Britain? 

" To be diffident is not alwap a proof of ignorance, but sometimes the 
eontraiy. I was offered a captain^s conmiission at the first to command 
the Providence, but declined it Let it, however, be remembered, that 
there were three grades of sea lieutenants established by the act of Con- 
gress of the 22d of December, 1775, and as I had the honor to be placed 
at the head of the first of those grades, it is not quite fair to confound me 
with the last I had sailed before this Revolution in armed ships and 
frigates, yet when I came to try my skill, I am not ashamed to own I did 
not find myself perfect in the duties of a first Heutenant K midnight 
study, and the instruction of the greatest and most learned sea officers, 
can have given me advantages, I am not without them. I confess, how- 
ever, I have yet to learn. It is the work of many years' study and expe- 
rience, to acquire the high degree of science necessary for a great sea 
officer. Cruising after merchant ships, the service in which our frigates 
have generally been employed, affords, I may say, no part of the knowledge 
necessary for conducting fleets and their operations. There is now, per- 
haps, as much difference between a battie between two ships and an 
engagement between two fleets, as there is between a duel and a ranged 
battie between two armies. 

*^The English, who boast so much of their navy, never fought a ranged 
battie on the ocean, before the war that is now ended. The battie off 
Ushant was, on their part, like their former ones, irregular ; and Admiral 
Eeppel could only justify himself by the example of Hawke in our remem- 
brance, and of Russel in the last century. From that moment the English 
were forced to study and to imitate the French in their evolutions. They 
never guned any advantage when they had to do with equal force, and 
the unfortunate defeat of Count de Grasse was owing more to the unfavor- 
able circumstance of the wind coming ahead four points at the beginning 
of the battie, whi^h put his fleet into the order of echiquier when it was too 
late to tack, and of calms and currents afterward, which brought on an 
entire disorder, than to the admirakhip or even the vast superiority oi 
Rodney, who had forty sail of the line against thirty, and five three deck- 
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en against one. By the aooount of some of the French officeiB, Rodney 
might as well have been asleep, not having made a second signal during 
the battle, so that every captain did as he pleased. 

" The English are veiy deficient in signals as well as in naval tactic. 
This I know, having in my possession their present fighting and sailing 
instructions, which comprehend all their signals and evolutions. Lord 
Howe has, indeed, made some improvements by borrowing from the 
French. But Eempenfelt, who seems to have been a more promising 
officer, had made stiU greater improvement, by the same means. It was 
said of Kempenfelt, when he was drowned in the Royal George, England 
had lost her du Pavillion. That great man, the Chevalier du PaviUion, 
commanded the Triumphant, and was killed in the last battle of Count de 
Grasse. France lost in him one of her greatest naval tacticians, and a man 
who had besides the honor, in 1773, to invent the new system of naval 
signals, by which 1600 orders, questions, answers, and informations, can, 
without confusion or misconstruction, and with the greatest celerity, be 
communicated through a great fieet. It was his fixed opinion that a 
smaller number of signals would be insufficient. ' 

'* A captain of the line must at this day be a tactician. A captain of a 
cruising fiigate may make shift without having ever heard of naval tactics. 
Until I arrived in France, and became acquainted with that great tactician 
Count D'Orvilliers, and his judicious assistant the Chevalier du Pavillion, 
who each of them hpuored me with instructions respecting the science of 
governing the operations, (fee, of a fleet, I confess I was not sensible how 
Ignorant I had been before that time of naval tactics. I have already said 
there were three grades of sea lieutenants established by the act of Con- 
gress, of the 22d of December, 1775. If I may be allowed at this day to 
judge, it would be sound wisdom to re-adopt the same number of subaltern 
grades, exclusive of midshipmen, under the same, or some other denomina- 
tion. From the observations I have made, and what I have read, it is my 
opinion, that in a navy there ought to be at least as many grades below a 
captain of the line, as there are below a colonel of a regiment Even the 
navy of France is deficient in subaltern grades, and has paid dearly for 
that error in its constitution, joined to another of equal magnitude, which 
authorizes ensigns of the navy to take charge of a watch on board ships 
of the line. One instance may be sufficient to show this. The Z^le, in 
the night between the 11th and 12th of April, 1782, ran on board the 
Ville de Paris, which accident was the principal cause of the unfortunate 
battle that ensued next day between Count de Grasse and Admiral Rodney. 
That accident in all probability would not have happenad, had the deck of 
the Z^6 been at the time conunanded by a steady experienced lieutenant 
of the line, instead of a young ensign. The charge of the deck of a ship 
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of the line should, in my judgment, never be entrusted to an officer under 
twenty-five years of age. At that time of life he may be supposed to have 
served nine or ten years, a term not more than sufficient to have furnished 
him with the necessary knowledge for so great a charge. It is easy to 
conceive that the mind of officers must become uneasy, when they are 
continued too long in any one grade, which must happen' (if regard be 
paid to the good of the service) where there are no more subaltern grades 
than midshipman and lieutenant Would it not be wiser to raise young 
men by smaller steps and to increase the number ? I have many things 
to offer respecting the formation of our navy, but shall here limit myself 
to one, which I think a preliminary to the formation and establishment of 
a naval constitution suitable to the local situation, resources, and prejudices 
of the Continent. 

"The constitution adopted for the navy in the year 1775, and by which 
it has been governed ever since, and crumbled away I may say to nothing, 
is so very defective, that I am of opinion it would be difficidt to spoil it 
Much wisdom, and more knowledge than we possess, is, in my humble 
opinion, necessary to the formation of such a naval constitution as is abso- 
lutely wanting. If, when our finances enable us to go on, we shotdd set 
out wrong, as we did in the year 1775, but much more so after the 
arrangement, or rather derangiement of rank in 1776, much money may 
be thrown away to little or no purpose. We are a young people, and 
need not be ashamed to ask advice from nations older and more experi- 
enced in marine affiiirs than ourselves. This I conceive might be done in 
a manner that would be received as a compliment by several or perhaps 
all the marine powers of Europe, and at the same time would enable us to 
collect such helps as would be of vast use when we come to form a consti- 
tution for the creation and government of our marine, the establishment 
and police of our dock-yards, academies, hospitals, &c, and the general 
police of our seamen throughout the Continent These considerations 
induced me, on my return from the fleet of His Excellency the Marquis 
de Vaudreuil, to propose to you to lay my ideas on the subject before 
Congress, and to propose sending a proper person to Europe in a hand 
some frigate, to display our flag in the ports of the different marine powen, 
to offer them the free use of our ports, and propose to them commercial 
advantages, &c And then to ask permission to visit their marine arsenals, 
to be informed how they are furnished both with men, provision, materials, 
and war-like stores, by what police and officers they are governed, how and 
from what resources the officers and men are paid, <fec. — The line of con- 
duct drawn betweem the officers of the fleet and the officers of the ports, 
kc — Also the armament and equipment of the different ships of war, with 
their dimensionB, the number and qualities of their offioen and men, by 
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-what police they are governed in port and at sea, how and from what 
resources thej are fed, clothed, and paid, dec ; and the general police of 
their seamen, academies, hospitals, &c. K jou still object to mj projects 
on account of the expense of sending a frigate to Europe, and keeping her 
there till the business can be effected, I think it may be done, though per- 
haps not with the same dignity, without a frigate. My plan for fom^ing 
a proper corps of sea officers, is by teaching them the naval tactics in a 
fleet of evolution. To lessen the expense as much as possible, I would 
compose that fleet of frigates instead of ships of the Hue ; on board of each 
I would have a little academy, where the officers should be taught the 
principles of mathematics and mechanics, when off duty. When in port, 
the young officers should be obUged to attend at the academies established 
at each dock-yard, where they should be taught the principles of every art 
and science that is necessary to form the character of a great sea officer. 
And every commission officer of the navy should have free access, and be 
entitled to receive instruction gratis at those academies. All this would 
be attended with no very great expense, and the pubhc advantage result- 
ing from it would be immense. I am sensible it cannot be immediately 
adopted, and that we must first look about for ways and means ; but the 
sooner it is adopted the better. We cantiot, hke the ancients, build a fleet in 
a month, and we ought to take example from what has lately befallenHolland, 
^ In time of peace it is necessary to prepare, and be always prepared 
for war by sea. I have had the honor to be presented with copies of the 
signals, tactics, and police that have been adopted under the different 
Admirals of France and Spain during the war, and have in my last cam- 
paign seen them put in practice. While I was at Brest, as well as while 
I was inspecting the building of the America, as I had furnished myself 
with good authors, I applied much of my leisure time to the study of 
naval architecture and other matters that relate to the establishment and 
police of dockyards, &c. I however feel myself bound to say again, I 
have yet much need to be instructed." 

Disappointed in the command of the America, and imwilling 
to remain an idle spectator of the passing scene, Commodore 
Jones exerted himself to obtain permission from Congress to 
join the French fleet then in the United States, under the 
conmiand of the Marquis de Yaudrenil on an expedition against 
the Island of Jamaica. In this application he was snccessfiil, 
being aided by his fiiend the Hon. R. Morris, who procured for 
him the gratification of his wishes : — 
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""Jfonne Office, October 0(A, 1Y82. 
" Chevalier Paul Jonkb, Portsmouth. 
"Sir, 
**! have received your letter of the 22d of last month. The senti- 
ments contained in it will always reflect the highest honor upon your 
character. They have made so strong an impression upon my mind 
that I inmiediately transmitted an extract of your letter to Congress. I 
doubt not but they will view it in the same manner which I have done. 

^I am, ho, 

" Robert Morris." 



*^MariM Office, Philadelphia, Nw. 29<A, 1Y82. 
" The Prbsident of Congress. 
"Sir, 

" I do myself the honor to enclose your Excellency the copy of a letter 
I received this morning from the Chevalier Paul Jones. The present 
state of our affiurs does not permit me to employ that valuable oflSoer, 
and I confess that it is with no small degree of concern that I consider 
the little probability of rendering his talents useful to that countiy^ 
which he has already so fidthfully served, and with so great disinter- 
ested ness. 

^ His present desire to be sent with the Marquis de Vaudreuil to join 
Count d'Estaing on his projected expedition from Cadiz against Jamaica, 
Ac consists with all his former conduct; and it will, I dare say, be a very 
pleasing reflection to Congress that he is about to pursue a knowledge of 
his profession, so as to become still more useful if ever he should be again 
called to the command of a squadron or fleet I should do injustice to 
my own feelings, as well as to my country, if I did not most warmly 
recommend this gentleman to. the notice dl Congress whose fiivor he liM 
certainly merited by the most signal services and sacrifices. 

^ I have the honor to be, ^ 

" R. Morris." 

''By the United States in Congress assembled, December 4th, 1782. 

" On the report of a committee to whom was referred a letter of the 
20th November, from the agent of parine, endoeing a copy of a letter of 
the same date to him from Capt J. P. Jones, 

*^ Resolved, That the agent of nuuine be informed that Congicss 
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lumng a high sense of the merit and seirices of Capt J. P. Jones, and 
heing disposed to &yor the zeal manifeBted by him to acquire improye- 
ment in the line of hb profession, do grant the permission which he 
requests ; and that the said agent be instructed to recommend him 
accordingly to the countenance of His Excellency the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuiL 

** Extract from the minutes. 

^ GaoBox Bond, Dq>. Secretary.*^ 



Exiraet from ike Journal of Commodore John Paul Jcnet^ prepared 
by him for JSts Majesty, Louis XVL 

^ When I foresaw that the plan concerted between M. La Luzerne and 
Mr. Morris, according to all appearances, would not succeed, I addressed 
Congress without loss of time. On the 4th of December, 1782, 1 obtained 
an act of that body, permitting me to embark on board the fleet of your 
Majesty at Boston, under the command of the Marquis de Vaudreuil, for 
the purpose of joining the Count D'Estaing in his expedition against 
Jamaica. 

"The appearances were very fevorable, since of all those who were 
appointed to serve in this expedition, no one knew the island of Jamaica 
BO well as myself; and as the Marquis D'Estaing had commanded a 
fleet of more than seventy sail of the line and a large body of troops, I 
had the flattering hope of finding myself in the flrst military school in the 
world, in which I should be able to render myself useful, and to acquire 
knowledge very important for conducting great military operations. 

" M. de Vaudreuil received me with df^tindion on board his own vessel, 
the Triumphant, and lodged me in his chamber of council with M. le 
Baron de Viomenil, who commanded the troops. By order of the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil a squadron, consisting of ten sails of the line, two 
frigates, and a cutter, left Boston the 24th of December. The intention 
of the Marquis was to join off Portsmouth, two other ships of the line, 
the Augustus and the Pluto which were then in that port, and under the 
command of his brother (for the America was not then ready to put to 
sea) ; but a storm and contrary winds prevented this junction, and placed 
the squadron in a dangerous situation, frt>m the proxitaity of ice and the 
Bay of Fundy. The Admiral then made an attempt to join the Fan- 
tasque, with the troops which he brought from Rhode Island, with the 
same results. The squadron having lost sight of many vessels laden with 
troops, and twenty merchant vessels from Boston, directed its oouise 
towards the island of Porto Rico. 
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^ When they came ivithm sight of this islazi€^ the Marquis de Van- 
dteuil learnt that Admiral Hood was cruising off Cape Francois, with 16 
sail of the line, and that Admiral Pigot, with a larger force, was at St. 
Lucie, so that the enemy would necessarily consider the squadron of the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil an easy prey which could not escape from Hood or 
from Pigot 

" M le Marquia de Vaudreuil remained off St John's, Porto Rico, for 
ten days, and made all kinds of naval evolutions, and then he took sixteen 
sail of merchantmen, arrived from France, and convoyed them to the west 
end of that island. 

^ Some light vessels of observation, which Admiral Hood had sent on a 
cruise, perceived the squadron in the Mona Passage, and went immedi- 
ately to inform him that the Marquis de Vaudreuil had sailed by the 
south side of St Domingo, in order to go to some port on the west of 
that island, or on the east of Cuba for his expedition against Jamaicai 
They were mistaken ; the squadron directed its course to the south, more 
to windward, and passed in sight of the island of Curagoa, near the 
coast of South America. 

'* The rendezvous which had been fixed between Don Solano and the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil at Cape Francois, after the defeat of Count de 
Grasse, was kept in the greatest secrecy, and no person had the least 
suspicion that it was Porto Cabello about 20 leagues to the windward of 
Curagoa. The squadron beat against the wind for three weeks along the 
coast, against a current which drove the merchant vessels out of sight to 
the leeward ; and as he had neither pilots nor good charts of this coast on 
board the squadron, the Burgoyne, of 74 guns, ran upon a rock in the 
night, about two leagues from the coast, and was entirely lost with 200 
men including officers, among the number was the first lieutenant The 
Triumphant arrived at Porto Cabello the 18th of February, 1783; 
the Augustus and Pluto had arrived some days before, and the other 
vessels of the fleet betook themselves, one after another, to places of 
safety. 

*' Don Solano was to have joined the Marquis de Vaudreuil at Porto 
Cabello in December. He did not keep his word, and no news was 
received of his squadron at Porto Cabello. The anxiety which this disj^ 
pointment occasioned^ while at the same time no news was received from 
Europe, so' affected the spirits of many of the officers that they fell side, 
and I myself was dangerously iU. 

'* Finally, the news of a general peace was brought from France by a 
frigate. The most brilliant success and the most instructive experience in 
the art of war could not have given me a pleasure comparable to that 
which I received when I learned that Great Britain, after so long a oonteat^ 
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had been forced to acknowledge the independence and sovereignty of the 
United States of America. 

**0n the 8th of April, 1783, the day after the cessation of hostilities, 
the squadron left Porto Cabello, and after a passage of eight days, arrived 
in safety at Capt Francois. 

" The Spanish fleet had left Havana for Porto Cabello, and, on leamii\g 
the news of the peace at Porto Cabello, directed its couise for Cape 
Francois, and amved there some days before the Marquis de VaudreuiL 

"I delayed but little time at Cape Francois, where I received the 
particular attentions of M. Belle Combe, the governor. I embarked then 
for Philadelphia, penetrated with gratitude for all the attentions which 
had been shown me by the Marquis de Yaudreuil, Baron Viomenil, and 
the other officers, during the five months I spent on board the fleet of 
your majesty. 

"My health was not confirmed during the rest of the summer. I 
recovered it in the autumn from the use of the cold bath. 

^ I addressed myself then to Congress for authority to return to Europe, 
and there to arrange with the court of France the payment of the prize- 
money due to the officers and men who had served on board the 
squadron which I had commanded in Europe. And the Congress gave 
me the authority, by a resolution passed at Princeton, the Ist of September, 
1788. 

Copy of a letter from His Excellency the Marquis de VAUDREmL, lieut 
General of the Navy of France, Comnuinder of the Royal and 
Military order of St Louis, commanding the squadron of His Most 
Christian Majesty in the West Indies, to His Excellency the Chevalier 
DB LA LussRNB, Minister Pl^potentiaiy of France in America. 

" Cape Francois, April 20th, 1783. 

«SlB, 

'^The peace which has been so much desired, and which is going to 
make the happiness of America, since it puts the seal to her liberty, 
terminates our projects. We shall sail for France m a week with the 
troops under the command of the Baron de Viomenil. The other 
regiments will sail as soon as there will be yessels ready to transport them. 

" Mr. Paul Jones, who had embarked with me, is about returning to 
his dear country. I was very glad to have him. His weU deserved 
reputation had made him very acceptable to me, not doubting but that 
we would have had sonie opportunities in which his talents might have 
■hone forth ; but peace, of which I cannot but be glad, puts an obstacle 
in the way ; — so we must part. Permit me, sir, to request of you the 
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favor of reoommending him to bis superion. The intimate aoquaintance 
which I made with him since he has been on board the Triumphant^ 
makes me take a Hvely interest in what concerns him, and I shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will find the means of being serviceable 
to him. 

• *' Peace will not restore you to your country. On account of the great 
services which you render to France, it will be necessary for you to remain 
in America a long time ; but you have the consolation to be amongst a 
people who love and respect you : thus it is for you a second home, whidi 
you have acquired by your virtues and talents. 

** I am, Ac 

" Le Marquis ds Vaudrbuil.'* 

DesirouB of procuring a final adjustment of the claim' for 
prize-money due in Europe to himself and others, the Chevalier 
Jones applied to Congress to be appointed agent for the settle- 
ment of that business. The Congress consented, and, on the 
first of November, 1783, passed the following resolution : — 

*^1n Congress, November Istj 1783. 

'* On the report of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr. A. Lee, and Mr. Duane, to 
whom were referred a letter from Capt John Paul Jones to the agent of 
marines, of the Idth of October, and a letter from him to Congress, of the 
18th of the same month, 

" Eesolved^ That Capt. John Paul Jones be, and h^ hereby is, recom- 
mended to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at Jthe court 
of Versailles, as agent, to solicit, under the direction of the said minister, 
for payment and satis&ction to the officers and crews for all prizes taken 
in Europe under his command, and to which they are an3rwise entitled. 
And the said Capt John Paul Jones shall receive the conmiisnona usually 
allowed in such cases out of the money which he shall reoorer, as agent 
for the said prizes, in full compensation for his services and expenses: 
Ptwided alwaySy that the said Capt John Paul Jones, previous to hk 
entering upon the Execution of the said trust, shall give to the Superin- 
tendent of Finance, for the benefit of all concerned, sufficient bonds, with 
good security, for the fiiithfiil discharge thereof, and for the just payment 
of the same to the said Superintendent of Finance, to be by him distributed 
to those persons who may be entitled thereto : 

'' Be8oltf€dy That the agent of marine provide Capt Jones with a ] 
to fVaiice in the ship Washingtoa" 
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Bepairing to Pane, he there found a competitor in M. le Eay 
de Chaumont, who claimed to have been the one who planned 
the expedition for intercepting the Baltic fleet, to have had the 
direction of it nnder the orders of the king's ministers, and 
insisted that, as the cost of the enterprise had been defrayed by 
the treasury of France, the distribution of the prize-money 
ought to be made in pursuance of the provisions of the 
ordinances of the kingdom, which would have caused a 
deduction of four deniers per livre, for the benefit of the 
Hospital of Invalids, at Paris. To these pretensions, Jones 
replied with considerable acrimony. He contended that the 
force he commanded was under the commission, laws, and flag 
of the United States ; that the officers and men were engaged, 
as under his command, in the American navy ; that he received 
his orders, as an American officer, fix)m the Minister of 
Congress ; and that, consequently, the captors were entitled to 
be treated according to the laws of the navy of the United 
States. He remarked, moreover, to the Marshal de Castries, 
the Minister of Marine, that whatever understanding there 
might have been between the two governments, respecting the 
expense of the armament, it made not the least difierence to 
the captors. The following correspondence will evince the 
indefatigable industry of the commodore, the zeal with which 
he prosecuted the interests of the brave men who served under 
his command, in 1779, in endeavoring to influence the French 
court in favor of their rights, and the success which attended 
his efforts. It will show that in a just cause he wi^ as intrepid 
in his contests in the cabinet as on the ocean, and that his 
knowledge of the human character was in each situation alike 
useful to him. 

^To the Honorable Captain John Paul Jones, Commander m the service 
of the United States of America, 
*^Jn pmsuanoe of a resolution of Congress of the first of November, 
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1783, a copy whereof is hereunto annexed, I do hereby anUioriae and 
direct you to solicit, as a^nt, for payment and satisiiictaon to the ciBcfen 
and crews, citizens or subjects of the said United States, for all prizes taken 
in Europe under your command, and to which they are in anywise entitled, 
and in whose hands soever the prize-money may be detained. 
^ Given at Passy, this 17th day of December, 1783. 

** B. Franklin, SiGnister Plenipotentiary from 
the United States of America at the 
Court of FiMice.'' 



" Pom, FOruary Ut, 1784. 

^^His Excellency the Mar^chal Cabtrixb, ) 
Minister of Marine. ) 

" Mt Lord Marechal, 

^ As I wish to give your excellency as little trouble as may be respecting 
the money arising from the prizes taken by the squadron I had the honor 
to command in Europe, I have waited since the day you did me the h<NK>r 
to present me to his majesty until this moment, in order to ^ve you 
sufficient time for any arrangement that you might find essential, before 
the division should take place between the ships and vessels that composed 
the force under my command when the prizes were taken. I now do 
myself the honor to transmit you the enclosed official letter on that 
subject, from Mr. Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, 
containing a copy of my credentials, as agent, from Congress, of which I 
had occasion to render an account on my arrival I also enclose a state- 
ment of the force, in guns and men, of each ship and vessel that composed 
the squadron I commanded, which is the only paper essential to the fir^t 
division of the prize-money. It is the custom, in cases like the present, 
to multiply the number of the crew by the sum of the calibre of the 
cannon mounted on board each ship. The product gives the intrinsic 
force, in proportion to which the share of the prize-money ariung to each 
ship is determined. On that ground it is my duty to claim the proportioa 
arising to the Bon homme Richard and the Alliance ; their prop<»rtk>iis 
will afterward be divided by the American Superintendent of Finance, 
agreeably to the rules of the American navy, between the officers and 
crews of these two ships. 

"^ The subdivision of the shares of the other ships and vessels, in propor- 
tion to their force in men and metal, of the prizes in whidi they are 
oonoemed, will renuun with your Excellency to determine as may be most 
agreeable to the respective officers and men. Aa those ships and vesaeb 
were entirely His Majesty's property, and their officers and men composed 
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of French robjectB, I do not praBiime to interfere in their respect, any far- 
ther than to pray your Excellency, in the most earnest manner, to render 
them And all concerned that inunediate justice to which all Europe knowa 
their distinguished services so highly entitle them. As nearly four years 
and a half have already elapsed since those captures were made, I rely on 
the kind promise you gave me that the prize-money shall now be imme- 
diately settled. 

^ I am, with profound respect, my Lord Marshal, 

"" Your most obedient and most humble servant^ 

« Paris, Fdmiory 18<A, 1784. 
"^ 13ja Excellency the Mar^al dk Castries, ^c 
''Mt Lobb Mabjbohal, 

** I have examined, as you desired, the account that was laid before your 
Excellency by M. Chandon, on the papers that have by your orders been 
put into his hands by M. le Ray de Chaumont, relative to the prizes that 
were made by the squadron I had the honor to command in Europe, 
under the flag and commission of the United States, and under the orders 
of Mr. Franklin, the American Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of 
France. 

** Permit me, my Lord, before I make any observations on the account, 
as it there stands, to lead back your attention to some circumstances which 
I presume induced the government of France to ask, first of Mr. Franklin, 
and afterward of the other American Commissioners, that I might be 
permitted to remain in Europe to command such expeditions, with a 
force at the expense of France, but under the flag and commission of 
America. 

" My conduct from the beginning of the war till the capture of Genera! 
Burgoyne had so much commended me to the fevor of Congress, that I 
was sent to Europe with the news of that glorious event, and with orders 
to the American Minister in France to put under my command, in addition 
to the ship I then had, a very large frigate, mounting a battery of 86 
pounders, then at Amsterdam, called the Indien. Soon after I came to 
France, the treaty of alliance was concluded, and the property of the 
Indien was with my consent assigned over to the King, on account of 
diflficulties that arose in Holland about getting that ship to sail. On the 
10th of February, 1778, being at Nantes, and having there received some 
very particular and late advice from America, respecting the pretended 
force of the British ships and vessels of war under Lord Howe, I wrote to 
Mr. Deane, and communicated the exact plan that was afterward adopted, 
from Toulon, under the command of the Count d'Estaing, which, had it 

16 
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been immediatelj adopted from Brest^ would have put an end to the 
British power in America. Soon afterward, when the alliance between 
France and America was announced, I transmitted my ideas through 
Count d'Orvilliers, at Brest, to M. de Sartine. I proceeded into the Irish 
Channel, made several descents, took and destroyed a number of ships, 
and among other prizes brought in with me a British frigate of superior 
force, that had been sent out expressly to take me. I also made prisonen, 
and brought with me twice the number of my crew. It was, as Mr. 
Franklin infonned me by a letter dated at Passy, June 1st, 1778, the 
account that had been given of my conduct, ^c, by Count d'Orvillieis, 
that then determined the government of France to invite me to remain in 
Europe. I received from the then minister of marine the most flattering 
hopes and promises, but his performance fell far short. He received from 
me, through the hands of M. le Ray de Chaumont, many ideas on the 
secret expeditions I wished to have commanded ; amcnag which were the 
interception of the Baltic fleet, and the destruction of the Hudson's Bay 
establishment I was, however, trifled with for more than a year, before 
I could say I had a force under my command. This was, I think, owing 
chiefly to the ill-judged confidence which the minister placed in M. de 
Chaumont, who showed neither judgment nor secrecy. On that account 
many enterprises were laid aside that I had brought almost to the point of 
execution. On the last instance of this kind a number of troops had 
arrived at UOrient, and in the moment when I expected them to have 
embarked, with their general the Marquis de la Fayette, the expedition 
was laid aside. I was then chaiged with a convoy with troops and mili- 
tary stores for the different ports and garrisons in the Bay of Biscay, and 
on my return to L'Orient to drive the enemy's privateers out of the bay, 
had M. de Chaumont then remained at Paris instead of meeting me again, 
as he did at L'Orient, that want of subordination which was so &tal to my 
projects would have been avoided. If your Excellency will please to call 
for my official letter, written at the Texei, the 3d of October, 1779, you 
will be convinced that if M. de Chaumont had confined himself to his own 
duty, which was that of commissary of the armament, and not interfered 
with or caballed a^dnst mine, as ihe militaiy commander, I might have 
rendered many more important services. 1 might have taken eight sail 
of homeward bound East India ships, which entered Limerick in Ireland 
without convoy, three days after I was obliged to leave the entrance of 
that port, and of which I had received particular advice from England, 
before I left France. I might have taken or destroyed the whole Baltic 
fleet, which would have prevented Admiral Rodney from relieving Gib- 
raltar. I might have destroyed or laid under contribution various towns 
and their shipping round the Irish and British coasts. And I might have 
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entered the Tezel with my ships in such good conditioa as might have 
enabled me to take under my convoy the Indien, and a taige fleet of 
transports, loaded with stores and materials for the marine, that then 
waited there for my escort for Brest That these projecte Med must 
stand to M. de Chaumont's account I shall say but little of the services 
that were actually performed ; of which, however, the prizes taken and 
sent into port, or destroyed, make but the least part. I expected at that 
moment that a great army would have made a descent in the south of 
England, under the cover of the combined fleets ; and it was therefore of 
the utmost consequence to make a great diversion in the north to fisivor 
that design. I think I may say I did my duty in that respect, and though 
almost left alone, nothing but a tempest that arose in the moment when I 
should have made a descent, could have hindered me from laying Leith, 
and perhaps Edmburg too, under contribution. 1 need not mention that 
Admiral Rodney was detained two months in port by my affiur with the 
Baltic fleet ; or that my situation in Holland, and before I arrived there, 
caused no less than 42 British ships of war and frigates to be sent in pur- 
suit of me, and posted to intercept me in eveiy quarter. And the world 
knows that my conduct in the Texel was a great cause of the British 
resentment against Holland, and stands as the first article in the declar«v 
tion of war against that republic On the whole, my Lord, it cannot be 
admitted that the government of France, having generously taken by the 
hand the young Repu})lic of America, and having been so beneficent as 
to arm and support a naval force at His Majesty's expense, under the com- 
mi^ion and flag of America, should wish to put the Americans who served 
as the officers and men, under any other laws than those of Congress, 
which I here subjoin, and agreeably to which I pledged myself to every 
individual among them at the time when I engaged them, viz : 

'''In Gonorsss, Wednesday, October dOth, 1776. 
*^ ' Buolved, Tha^ the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines in the 
Continental navy, be entitled to one half of merchantmen, transports, and 
storeships by them taken, from and after the first day of November, 1776, 
to be divided among them in the shares and proportions fixed by ft>rm^ 
Resolutions of Congress: that the commanders, officers, seamen, and 
marines of the Continental navy be entitled to the whole value of all ships 
and vessels of war belonging to the crown of Great Britain by them made 
prise o(^ and all privateers authorised by his Britannic Majesty to war 
against these States, to be divided as aforesaid.' 

" The Americans were every one of them treated at their enlistment, 
and during the whole service, by the Uws of the American flag, and the 



Digitized by 



Google 



244 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONS8. 

few of them who were paid their wages, were paid 1>7 the rales of 
Congress, from which, neither my duty &s their agent, nor my honor as 
their commander, can now permit me to recede. As I went into the Texel 
in obedience id orders, and as my prizes and prisoners were there taken 
out of my hands, a circumstance of inexpressible mortification to me, and 
remained in the direction of the Due de la Vauguyon, they were not at 
the risk of the captors ; and, therefore, the expenses made in Holland 
cannot stand against the sale of the prizes. I admit that the Serapis had 
need of repairs in the upper works and masts, but being a new ship that 
had cost the British government 50,000 guineas, I deny that she wanted 
dther anchors or cables while in my hands. The Countess of Scarborough 
sustained little or no damage in the battle, and therefore had as Httle need 
of repairs. It cannot be made appear from the sale of that ship or the 
Serapis, that they fetched a greater price on account of any repairs at the 
Texel : the Serapis arrived at L'Orient dismasted and in a worse condition 
than when she entered the Texel, and as the officers of the port of L^Orient 
cut to pieces and destroyed her orlop-deck with all the magazines and 
storerooms. Sec. before I knew anything of the matter (which obliged me 
to make a journey to Paris, to obtain an order from government for the 
sale of my prizes agreeably to the laws of the American flag), I think if 
the account was fairly stated there would be an indemnificataon due to the 
captors for the injury thereby done to their hardly earned property, 
without their leave or consent. As the captors were not consulted 
respecting the expense of the Serapis at Dunkirk, nor the disarmament of 
that ship at L'Orient, which were no advantage to her sale, those articles 
ought not to stand against them in the account And I never heard that 
even the owners of privateers, far less an established government, had 
charged the captors with the expense of provision for themselves or their 
prisoners! The expense made by Captain Cottineau regards not the 
captors : it is for him to show his authority for having made that expense, 
and the vouchers to support the different articles. I remember that I sent 
M, Chamillard express from the Texel to Versailles on my arrival ; but 
that was surely a necessary expense of ihe annament, and cannot regard 
the captors. Whether M. Le Ray de Chaumont is indebted to the 
government, or the government is, as he says, indebted to him, is a matter 
that ought not to regard the captors, but they have a right to claim the 
protection of government to force M. Le Ray de Chaumont to render the 
money with interest, which he has unjustly detained from them for four 
years and a half, while many of them are perishing with cold and hunger. 
^ In short, it can make no difference to the captors whether the ships 
that I commanded under the flag and commission of Congress were owned 
by Um king or by (he United States. Therefore I am ready to admit all 
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r^ulaiioiia and charges on the sale of my prizes, which have been nsuaUj 
admitted on other prizes sold in France, and taken by frigates owned by 
CSongress. But I am peisaaded that you will not think it just thai 
anything should be deducted from the shares of the Americans on account 
of the Hospital of Invalids at Paris ; as they receive no benefit from that 
hospital, but have on the contrary been pensioned by Congress for the 
wounds they have received. 

*' I am, with full confidence in your justice and generosity, my Lord 
Marechaly 

«Youra,"Ac 

« Paris, March eth, 1784. 
*^ The Mabeohal db Castries. 
" Mt Lord Marbohal, 

^ Mr. Chardon has just now put into my hands a letter written to your 
excellency by M. le Ray de Chaumont, dated at Passy the 0th instant ; — 
M. le Ray de Chaumont appears by that letter to insinuate that I was 
under his orders. That insinuation merits nothing but my contempt He 
might as well pretend that the Marquis de la Fayette, with whom I had 
the honor to be joined in command for an important expedition (which 
fiuled only through the unwise confidence that had been placed in the 
secrecy of M. le Ray de Chaumont by the minister of marine), was alsd 
under his orders. For my own part, as I had served with reputation in 
America from the beginning of the war, and was through Mr. Franklin, in 
consequence of the high opinion the minister had of my bravery and good 
conduct, ^c, invited by the government to remain in Europe to command 
secret expeditions, with a force at the expense of the king, but under the 
commission, laws, and flag of the United States, I made it a condition 
that I should receive orders only from the minister, or ministers of 
Congress ; and while I remained in Furope I never received any other. 
I had before that tame declined to accept a captain's conmiission in the 
Royal navy, which Count d'Orvilliers had ofiered to procure for me ; and 
at any time, and in every situation, I would have disdained to prostitute 
my honor under the orders of so light-headed a man as M. le Ray de 
Chaumont He seems to claim also the idea for intercepting the British 
Baltic fleet, an idea which did not originate either with tlie minister or M. 
le Ray de Chaumont, but which had been, with many others, suggested 
to government by myself at and before tlie time when I was first invited 
to come frt>m Brest to Versailles. But I beg leave to refer your excellency 
to the Marquk de la Fayette, who knows that M. le Ray de Chaumont 
was regarded only as a simple commissary, and was thei^re under my 
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orders, instead of mj bemg nnder bis. I aver, that if M. k Ra^ dft 
ChaamcMit had not been entrusted with the secret of the serrice intended, 
the views of the minister would have been not only fnlfilledf but &r 
exceeded. I had, however, a much greater latitude given me by my 
orders from Mr. Franklin than M. Chaumont seems to imagine : and it is 
dear from the strong and pointed letter of recommendation which I carried 
with me to Congress, approving and applauding my whole conduct, that 
th% king and his mmisters were perfectly satisfied, and even asked of 
Congress to send me back again to Europe, to command a larger force, 
which would have been done if the circumstances of America had not 
rendered it impracticable. 

^ M. le Ray de Chaumont seems to be ignorant that the American 
agent in Holland had, and can have no power whatever over the property 
of the captcxB. It is a power which even Congress has not reserved, and 
which is contrary to the established laws of the American navy. As to 
deducting from the prize money four deniers per Hvre lor the Hospital of 
Invalids at Paris, because the expense of the armament I commanded 
was taken from the frinds of the royal navy, dw., I presume M. le Ray de 
Chaumont might, with more modesty, have spared that observation to 
your Excelieni^. It is certain that the government of France foresaw 
that an expense would attend the armament I was so generously invited 
to command under the laws and flag of America, and it is not my 
place, much leas that of such a man as M. le Ray de Chaumont, to 
intrude such pitifrd observations as may militate against, or diminish the 
value of such delicate acts of friendship between two allied nations. 

^* I can only recur to fads mentioned to your Excellency in my former 
letters, vis. — The force I commanded was under the commission, laws, and 
flag of the United States, «id the officers and men were engaged under 
my command, as in the American navy. I received my orders as an 
American officer from the Minister of Congress, and it follows that the 
eaptors are entitled in every light to be treated exactly by the laws of the 
American navy. And whatever understanding there may have been 
between the two governments retpeciing ike expense of the armament, it 
makes not the least difference to the captors. I but ask for justice for the 
brave men I commanded, and I expect no less from a generous mind like 
youiB. I am, with profound respect, d^c.^ 

*'Pari8j Jfareh 2fl«A, 1784. 
''Mt Lord Markohal, 

^The within copy of a letter which t had the honor to receive yesterday 
from Mr. Franklinj will convince you that he never consented, and could 
Bot consent to the manner proposed by your predecessor and by M. 
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]e Bay de ChAumont for setdement of the prize money due to the 
American oflSeen and men who served mider my orders in Europe. 

^ I will not now complain that the prisoners which I took and carried 
to Holland were not exchanged for the Americans who had been taken 
in war upon the ocean, and were bng confined in English dungeons by 
dvil magistrates, as traitors, pirates, and felons, I will only say, / had 
9ueh a promise from the Minister of marine. It was all the reward 
I asked ibr the anxious days and sleepless nights I passed, and the many 
dangers I encountered in glad hope of giving them all their liberty, and 
if I had not been assured that Mr. Franklin had made an in&llible 
arrangement with the courts of France and England for their immediate 
redemption, nothing but a superior force should have wrested them out 
of my hands, till they had been actually exchanged for the unhappy Ame- 
licana in England." 

"Po»«y, March 25th, 1784. 
" The Hon. Paul Jones, Esq., Paris. 

"Sir, 

" I return herewith the papers you communicated to me yesterday. I 
perceive by the extract from M. de Sartine's letter, that it was his intention 
all the charges which had accrued upon the Serapis and Countess of 
Scarborough should be deducted from the prize-money payable to the 
captors, particularly the expense of victualling the prisoners and seamen, 
and that the liquidation of those charges should be referred to me. This 
liquidation, however, never was referred to me ; and if it had, I should 
have been cautious of acting in it, having received no power from the 
captors, either French or Americans, authorising me to dedde upon any 
thing respecting their interests. And I certainly should not have agreed 
to charge the American captors with any part of the expense of maintain- 
ing the 500 prisoners in Holland till they cOuld be exchanged, when none 
of them were exchanged for the Americans in England, as was your 
intention, and as we both had been made to expect 
** With great esteem, I have the honor to be, Ac, 

**B. Fbankun.'' 

^Paris, 13th, 1784. 

^ Wb Excellency the Marechal ds Castries. 
^Mt Lord Marechal, 
** I am exceedingly sensible of the &vor you did me yesterday by having 
the goodness to relinquish the daiin that was made for deducting four 
denien per livre lor the Hospital of Invalids at Paris, from the prize 
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money due to the Americans who served in the squadron I had tlM 
honor to command in Europe. And as you have been so obliging as 
to postpone your orders for the final liquidation of the prize money till I 
have time to show you more particular eauses than I have yet done, why 
the expenses incurred in the Tezel should not be taken from the properly 
of the captors, I have no doubt but that the following circumstances will 
induce your Excellency to relinquish that charge, ^hich is now the only 
difficulty remaining. 

"I was ordered by Mr. Franklin to enter the Texel the last of Septeni- 
ber, but I could not reach it, notwithstanding my best endeavoura, till the 
Sd of October. Therefore, I had not time to have previcusly landed the 
ptisonere in France. And as the Bon homme Richard sank after the 
battle, it was absolutely necessary that the prizes, the SerapU and Count- 
ess of Scarborough, should accompany the Alliance and Pallas into the 
Texel; for those two last mentioned ships had not sufficient water and 
provision, and (being crowded with the remains of the crew of the Bon 
homme Richard) would not contain the prisoners, which were between 
five and six hundred in number. During the whele time, which w.as three 
months in the Texel, the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough were 
^employed as prison-ships, and the small repairs of those two prizes in thai 
road make but an inconsiderable part, a sixth perhaps, of the whole 
expense ; so that the.servioe they performed was at least worth die repairs 
they received. Had it not been for the prisoners, the Ssrapis and Count- 
ess of Scarborough, after they were taken, might have been inmaediately 
ordered for French or American ports ; for they had plenty of water and 
provisions, and the Serapis was made perfectly manageable, and sailed fiist 
under her jury-masts ; so that they could have been out of danger before 
the enemy had placed their cruising squadrons to intercept them : 
whereas by their being detained till the middle of winter in the Texel, 
where they were blockaded by the enemy, they ran an infinitely greater 
rifik ; and therefore the captors had a just right to look upon government 
as the assurers of those prizes. Mr. Chaumont persuaded the minister of 
marine to take the Serapis for the king, without exposing that prize to 
sale. The nunister sent his orders in consequence to L'Orient ; imd the 
people of that port destroyed the orlop-deck, magazines, store-rooms, 
galleries, breast-works, and barricades, kc in order to make such altera- 
tions in that prize as they thought fit When I saw this, I came from 
UOrient to court, and the minister was so much convinced that Mr. 
Chaumont's advice was wrong that he, without difficulty, gave immediate 
orders for the public sale of all my prizes, agreeably to the laws of the 
American navy. But the Serapis was much more damaged by the 
operations just mentioned that had been made previously to her saloi than 
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the Talue of her repairs in the Texel ; to say nothing of her having been 
dism^ted and losing anchors and cables hy violent weather, on her passage 
from the Texel to L'Orient : therefore, taking all circumstances together, 
the repairs in the Texel were &r from being of any advantage to her sale. 
She cost the King at public sale only 240,000 hvres; whereas she had 
when new, six months before, cost the British government 50,000 guineas. 
The expense in the Texel arose chiefly from the provision that was sup- 
plied from Amsterdam for the prisoners and the crews of the ships that 
guarded them ; and fronx the provision, repairs, and outfits for the frigates 
the Alliance and Pallas, and the small brigantine Vengeance. Nov if 
any part of those expenses were chargeable to the captors, the same 
principle carried a little farther, would make them liable for the first 
cost and second outfit of th^ armament before the squadron sailed from 
France, and oblige them to sustain the loss of the Bon homme Richard. 
If America had asked of France to support that armament under the 
Continental flag, or if I had asked for that command, the matter might 
have had a difierent complexion. But it was an act of the King's free 
bounty, and his Majesty is too generous to lessen it by any aftercl^ms 
that are beneath his dignity. If it were asked why Americans should be 
placed on a more favorable footing than the subjects of France ? I would 
answer that question by asking vAxy Americans should be expected 
to aooept an invitation from France which should put them on a more 
unfavorable footing than that on which France found them ? Does not 
France pay foreign troops in her service more than she pays her own 
subjects ? 

*' Permit me, my lord, to conclude by saying that no equal expense in 
the war was made with so great efleot, or had such good consequence, as 
that made by the ships I commanded in the Texel ; since Holland was 
thereby drawn into the war, without which the world would not have 
been this day at peace. — Had I known any thing of the order of the mi- 
nister to Mr. Chaumont respecting the expense in the Texel, I am certain 
that, on my representation, he would have revoked it, as he did his order 
to the commandant at L'Orient respecting the alteration of the Serapis ; 
both of which Mr. Chaumont obtained by misrepresenting £acts, and by 
wisely saying it was the desire of Mr. Franklin. 

" I am, with profound respect, <l;c.^ 

"" Paris, Hov. 6th, 11S4. 
**Bk Excellency the Markchal db Cabtrixb. 
''Mt Lord Mareohal, 
'^By the state of the liqnidatioii and repartitioB of the prises taken by 
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the squadron I oommaaded in Europe, which you ngned the 23d of hbt 
month, I find there is an error made in the proportion due to the Ven- 
geance. That tender was armed with only twelve four-pounden and sixty 
men, as you will see by the enclosed certificate of th3 second lieutenant I 
am exceedingly sony for this mistake, which ought to have been avoided. 
I beseech your Excdlency to give orders that it may be rectified. 

" I am, with respect^ AcJ* 

** Paris, June 23<f, 1785. 
^ His Excellency the Marechal ds Castries. 
'* Mt Lord Marechal, 

'* By the letter your Excellency did me the honor to write me on the 
13th of May last, you were pleased to promise that as soon as M. Chardon 
should have sent you the liquidation of my prizes, ^ which you expected 
toithout delay, you would take measures for the payment, and that you 
would let me know. 

^' From the great number of affidrs more important that engage your 
attention, I presume this little matter which concerns me in a small 
degree personally, but chiefly as the agent of the brave men who served 
under my orders in Europe, may have escaped your memory. Since the 
first of November, 1783, when I received authority to settle this biKiness 
with your Excellency, I have been waiting hera for no other purpose, and 
constantly expecting it to be concluded from month to month. To say 
nothing of my expenses during so long an interval, the uncertainty of my 
situation has been of infinite prejudice to my other concerns. My long 
silence is a proof that nothing but necessity could have prevailed on roe to 
take the liberty of reminding your Excellency of your promise. I hope 
for the honor of your final determination, and I am, with great respect, 

** Yours, Ac" 

Taris, , 1785. 

'* His Excellency the Marechal ds Castries. 
'^ Mt Lord Marechal, 

^*By the letter your Excellency did me the honor to write me the 27th 
ult., you are pleased to desire me to address myself to the Ordonnateur at 
L'Orient for the payment of the prizes made by the squadron I had the 
honor to command, and you are pleased to inform liie Marquis de la 
Fayette, that you had assigned the funds necessary for that object. I have 
the honor to remind your Excellency that I came froni America to France 
in the character of agent for the American captoxa, who served in the Bon 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHK PAVL J0NX8. 351 

homme Ifichard and in the Alliance. Therefore, that no misundentanding 
maj ensue between myself and the Ordonnateur at L'Orient, I must pray 
you, my lord, to give orders that the shares due to those two ships, (after 
deducting what is due to the subjects of France who served in the Bon 
homme Richard,) may be immediately paid into my hands in mass, 
agreeably to yoTir ExceUency's decision, in the state of the liquidation of 
my prizes, wl^ch you signed the 23d of October last, and c6nfoimable to 
the powers with which I am vested, which were announced to you by the 
IGnister PlenipotentiaTy of the United States, in a letter dated in Decem- 
ber, 1783. 

** I am, my lord, with profoundeet respect^ iIfc" 

"" Paris, July Bth, 1785. 
^ His Excellency the Marechal db Castries. 
'^My Lord Marechal, 

** I had the honor to reply the 2dd of last month to the letter your 
excellency did me the honor to write me on the lYth. I enclosed a copy 
of my public credentials, and referred you on the subject of my mission 
firom Congress to an official letter written to you by the minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States, dated the 18th of December, 1783. From 
these documents, and as I have already given ample security to the United 
States, for the fiuthful performance of the trust reposed in me by the act 
of Congress, of the Ist of November, 1783, 1 naturally concluded that you 
would immediately see the impropriety of my giving you the security of a 
subject of France for funds arising firom my prizes, which belong to the 
subjects of the United States. If it were possible that any doubt could 
remain in your mind respecting my public mission, I should refer you to 
a letter which I had the honor to put into your hands on my return to 
France, from the Chevalier de la Luzerne. As particular reasons render 
it extremely inconvenient, if not impossible for me to attend this business 
any longer, I shall take the liberty to wait on your excellency to-morrow, 
to be fiivored with your final determination. 

^ I am, with great respect, yours," Ac. 

*" Paris, July loth, 1785. 
^^His Excellency the Marechal de Castries. 
'^Mt Lord Marechal, 
"I have the honor to enclose an official answer from Mr. JefferBon, 
minister plenipotentiary from the United States at the court of France, to 
a letter written to him yesterday by your excellen<^, on the subject of my 
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miasion from OongresB, to setde with you the claims of the subjects of 
America on the prizes that were taken in Europe by the squadron I 
commanded. 

"Mr. d'Umons informed me yesterday that the concerned in the 
privateer La Granville, had^ a few days ago, claimed a share in two of my 
prizes, the May-Flower, and the Fortune, by virtue of a sentence given to 
that effect by a court of justice. To that sentence I can offer no objection ; 
because the La Granville was present when those two prizes were taken. 
But since the sentence of the court has very pointedly excluded the La 
Granville from any share in the other prizes that were taken by the 
squadron after that vessel had returned to a port of France, I beg leave to 
submit to your excellency to decide the question, whether the captors who 
purchased the other prizes, and particularly the Serapis, at the expense of 
their blood, will not have reason to be discontented if the Cerf, that 
returned to a port of France at the same time with the La Granville, 
should be allowed to share in all the prizes ? 

" Whatever may be your excellency's determinatiou on that point, it 
can make no difference to me, as far as I am personally concerned, and I 
mention it again now because, should you think fit to order a new 
arrangement in that respect, it can, under the present circumstances, give 
DO additional trouble to the ' Bureau.' 

" I am, with great respect, yours," &c 

T Orient,' July 29th, 1785. 
" His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq., ) 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United > 
States to the Court of France. ) 

"Sir, 
" I have been with M. Clonot, the Ordonnateur here, to whom the 
Mar^chal de Castries sent orders, the 15th of this month, to pay into my 
hands the money arising to the subjects of the United States from tlM 
prizes taken by the squadron I commanded in Europe. I find that a 
French merchant, M. Puchilberg, of this place, who opposed Dr. Franklin, 
and did all in his power to promote the revolt that took phioe in the 
Alliance, has produced a letter of attorney, which he obtained from the 
officers and men of that frigate when their minds were unsettled, author- 
ising him to receive their share in the prizes. And notwithstanding the 
orders of the Mar^chal of the 15th, I find there is a disposition here to 
pay the money to M. Puchilberg in preference to me. 

" When I undertook the difficult and disagreeable business of settHng 
for the prise-money with the Mi^r&ihal de Castries, I thought it Deoeasaiy, 
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to prevent anj reflection on my conduct, to give security for two hundred 
thousand dollars, to remit the money I recovered to the treasury of tbe 
United States, to be from thence divided among the persons concemeil. 
Not to mention the great expense I have been at, and the loss of two 
years of my time since the peace, to obtain a settlement, I may be permit- 
ted to say that M. Puchilberg was at no expense, and never took any 
effectual steps to obtain a settlement of the prize-money ; and it would 
have been very difficult, if not impossible, for him to have obtained any 
satisfaction for the concerned, because no other man but mjrself (except 
Dr. Franklin, who would not act) could have explained, a£ Versailles, the 
nature and circumstances of my connexion with that court And I may 
add, that M. Puchilberg will not, and cannot, if he had the best intentions, 
do justice to the subjects of America. He has given no security to do 
them justice. He has no authentic roll of the crew of the Alliance, which 
can only be Lad in America, and he is unacquainted with the manner of 
classing the officers and men in the division of prize-money by the laws of 
the American flag. 

" What I request of you, therefore, is, to write to the court to obtain an 
explicit order from the Mar^chal de Castries to M. Clonet, to pay into my 
hands the whole mass of the prize-money that appears due to the Alliance, 
and also the share of the Bon horn me Richard (after deducting the 
proportion due to the French volunteers, who were embarked on board 
the ship as marines). 

" As my situation here is exceedingly disagreeable, because till this new 
difficulty is removed I cannot receive any part of the money that appears 
due, I shall hope to be relieved from my embarrassment as soon as 
possible, by a letter from you. 

^ They have objected here, that the captain of the Alliance was bom in 
France. But he had abjured the church of Rome, and been naturalized 
in America (as his officers reported to me) before he took command of the 
Alliance, and his crew were all the subjects of the United States. 

" I am sorry to give you this trouble, but I am convinced that the 
business would have continued in suspense for a long time, if I had not 
come here myself. 

** I am, with great esteem and respect, sir, youis, <fec 

^ N.B. M. Clopet has written to court by this post, therefore it will be 
necessary to make your application immediately. M. ' Barclay can give 
you the character of M. Puchilberg. 
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'T Orient, Jtdy ZUt, 1785. 
^ His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"S^^ 

"• I had the honor to write you the 29th of this month, praying you to 
address the court to prevent M. Puchilhei^, a French merdiant here, from 
receiving the prize-money due to the subjects of the United States who 
served on board the squadron I commanded in Europe. I have done mj 
duty, and with great trouble and expense both of time and money, obtained 
a settlement in their favor from government But if M. Puchilberg (who 
has ts^en no trouble, and been at no expense to obtain a settlement) should 
receive the money, the greatest part of it will never reach America, nor 
find its way into the pockets of the captors. Were M. PuchilbeFg the 
most honest man in the world, he cannot, at this distance from America, 
and being ignorant of the laws of the American flag, do justice to the 
concerned. Besides, a preference is due to the application of one govern- 
ment to another for what regards the interests of its subjects, especially 
where it is clear that every caution has been observed for obtaining justice 
to each individual. 

'^ The enclosed copy of a letter, which has just now been communicated 
to me, from Monsieur de Soulanges, d M.M. les Juges Consuls, dated at 
Toulon, the 14th day of this month, annoimcing that the Algerines have 
declared war against the United States, is of too serious a nature not to be 
sent immediately to you. 

"This event may, I believe, surprise some of our fellow-citixens; but, 
for my part, I am rather surprised that it did not take place sooner. It 
will produce a good effeot, if it unites the people of America in measures 
consistent with their national honor and interest, and ipuses them from 
that ill-judged security which the intoxication of success has produced 
since the revolution. 

" My best wishes will always attend that land of freedom, and my pride 
will be always gratified when such measures are adopted as will make us 
respected as a great people tolvo deserve to he free, 

^ I am, Sir, with great esteem," ^ 

Copie de la lettre de M. Soulanoes, ii M. M. les Juges et Consuls 
de Nantes. 

" TimUm, U 14 Juillet, 1785. 
^M. le Commandaur de Segondes, qui arrive d* Alger sur la firegate la 
Min6rve qu^il oonmiande, M. M. m*a rendu compte en MouiUant dans oette 
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rade, qne oette R^genoe fiuaait armer 8 batiments, tant ch^becs que 
baiquea, depnis 18 jusqu' iL 34 canons destine k croiser du Cap St. 
Vincent aux Azores, pour j prendre les Am^ricains, i qui iU d^clarent la 
guerre. Je vous en donne avis sur le champ, M. M., tant pour les interets 
que Yotre place pent prendre dans ces bfttiments, que pour que vous veuiUez 
bien en donner avis aux capitaines Am^ricains. 

^ Les Algeriens out une autre division de 4 bailments, mais trop petits 
pour donner de Pinqui^tude dans nos mers. 

** SOULANGES." 



""L' Orient, August \1th, 1785. 
^ His Excellency Thomas Jeffkrson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

" I am still waiting for a decision respecting the claim of M. Puchilbei^. 
But I think it my duty to inform you that one or two of the common 
sailors that served on board the Alliance, when that frigate was under my 
orders, are now here in a merchant vessel, and, as I am this moment 
informed, they have been persuaded to write to M. Puchilberg, desiring 
that their share in the prizes may not be sent to America, but paid to 
them here. This, I am told, has been urged as a reason to the Mar6chal 
to induce him to decide in &vor of M. Puchilberg's claim. Those two 
men will, however, siul in a day or two for Boston, and perhaps may never 
return to France ; besides, their objection is too trifling to be admitted, as 
it would greatly injure the other persons, both officers and men of that 
crew, who would, in all probability, never receive any part of their prize- 
money unless they should come from America to UOrient on purpose ; 
which would not pay their expenses. 

^ As the post is just going, I must defer answering the letter you did 
me the honor to write me on the dd, till another opportunity. 

" I am, with great esteem, <l;c 

'^N^. I beg you therefore to write again to the Marechal de Castries." 

^n Orient, August 19^ 1786. 
"His ExoeUency Thomab Jsffksson, Esq. 
"Sib, 
"I am by this day's post honored with yours of the 13th current, 
which i^peaiB to have been intended to be forwarded by M. Games. I 
esteem myself particularly obliged by that mark of your attention ; but as 
there IB no mention made of my letter to you of the dlst ult, I presume 
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it has miscarried, and it is j^herefore that I have now written the foregoing 
copy. The 6th of thb month, finding a ship here bomid directly for 
Philadelphia, I sent a copy of Monsieur de Soulanges* letter to Mr. Jay for 
the information of Congress. I had the honorto write to you on the l7th 
to inform you, that I was just then told that two of the seamen, formerly 
of the Alliance frigate, who are now here in a hrig belonging to Boston, 
have been wrought upon by an expectation of immediately receiving their 
prize money, to desire that M. Puchilberg might, in their name, object to 
sending the prize-money of the Alliance to America. That brig is now 
at Port Louis, and will sail for Boston it is supposed to-morrow morning. 

" I am, with great esteem,^ Ssc 

'' L' Orient, August 2ith, 1785. 
^ His EzoeUency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sib, 

" I yesterday received the letter you did me the honor to write me on 
the I7th, mentioning the difficulty made by the Marechal de Castries in 
his letter to you of the 12th, and that you had removed that difficulty by 
your answer. I am exceedingly sensible of the favor you do me by your 
Ikttention to my situation here ; and it gives me great concern that it is 
not in my power to send you the roll you ask for of the crew of the 
Alliance. The rolls were in the proper time sent to court, and put into 
the hands of Mr. de Sartine by M. Genet, first Commissioner of fordgn 
afifairs, the certificate of which I have among my papers at Paris ; and 
the Marechal de Castries might remember that I showed him and that he 
read that certificate. Those rolls, however, have been mislaid or lost in 
the bureau. Copies of them were sent at the same time to Dr. Franklin, 
who, I suppose, put them into the hands of M. le Ray de Chaumont ; but 
since my return, I never could obtain «ny account of them. A third set 
of the rolls I carried vrith me to America, and before I embarked in the 
French fleet at Boston I put them into the hands of Mr. Secretary Living- 
ston ; and they were sealed up among the papers of his office when I left 
America. It is, however, impossible that any legal demands should he 
made on you for French subjects in consequence of your engagement to 
the Marechal The Alliance was manned in America, and I never heard 
of any person's serving on board that frigate who had been bom in France 
except the captain, who, as I was informed, had in America abjured the 
church of Rome and been naturalised. * , 

^ I have made all the inquiry I have been able here respecting the 
expedition you mentioned in a former letter ; but I have not obtained 
much satis&ction. I propose to go to Brest '^lamy^'drc 
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^L'Orimt, September 6th, 1785. 
** His Exoellency Thomas Jkffbrson, Esq. * 

"Sib, 

" I am just returned here from Brest, where I have passed seyeral days. 
I have received your letter of the 29th ult with the oopy of that written 
to you by the Marechai de Castries, the 26th, and I have reason to expert 
in oodsequenoe, that my aSsm here will be finished as soon as the 
formalities of the bureau will permit I shall obtain a roll of the Alliance, 
conformable to the pretensions of Puchilberg ; which, though perhaps not 
quite exact, may however answer all your purposes. I really do not 
believe that ever any claims will be made on you ; for I never heard that 
any French subject had served on board that frigate except the captain, 
and I commanded the AlHance in person seven months. 

** I am. Sir, Ac 

"N.6. I take the Hberty to enclose a letter for M. Ledyard. It 
contains a small bilL If he is not at Paris, I request you to keep the 
letter till I come. 

"" Paris, October Bth, 1786. • 
^ Bjs Excellency Thomas Jeftebson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

" As the Baron de Waltersdorff does not return here, as was expected, 
and I wish to apply, without farther loss of time, to the Court of Denmark, 
for a compensation for the prizes taken by the squadron I commanded ii> 
Europe, and given up to the British, by ^e people in authority at Bergen 
in Norway ; if you approve it, I will assign tiie powers I received, for that 
bnriness from Ck>ngre8s, to my friend Dr. Bancroft in London. You will 
oblige me therefore, if you will write to Mr. Adams, requesting him to 
rapport Dr. Bancroft's application through the Danish minister in London* 
" I am, with great respect and esteem," kc 

"" Paris, February 2Bth, 1786. 
** Hb Excellency Thomas Jeffebson, Esq, 
"Dear Sir, 
" I received the kind note you wrote me this morning, on the occasion 
of receiving my bust ; I offered it to you as a mark of my esteem and 
respect for your virtues and talents. It has been remarked by professed 
judges that it does no discredit to the talents of M. Houdon ; but it 

17 
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reoeiveB its value from your acceptance of it, with the assurance jon give 
me of your particular esteem, which will ever be felt hj me as an honor 
truly flattering. 

"I am, dear Sir, with great esteem," Sec 

"^ Paris, Auffust 9th, 1786. 
** His Excellency Thomas Jkffbbsok, Esq. 
"Sir, 

'^ As it now appears by the reply I have just received from Mr. Adams, 
dated London the lYth of last month, whidi I had the honor to commu- 
nicate to you, that his letter to the Baron de Walteisdorfi^ respecting my 
prizes delivered up to the English at Beigen in Norway, in the year 1779, 
by the court of Denmark has not been answered ; an^ as the Baron de 
Waltersdorflf is now gone to the West Indies, and Mr. Adams advises me 
in his letter, to apply to the Danish minister at his court ; it now becomes 
my duty to ask your advice and assistance in the steps that remain to be 
pursued, to obtain a compensation from the government of Denmark for 
those prizes. 

" And in order to give you the necessary information on this subject, I 
here subjoin some extracts from the papers left in my hands by Mr. 
Franklin, to wit: 

No. 1. Extract of a letter from Monsieur Duchezaulx, Consul of France, 
to M. Caillard, Charge des affaires du Roi k Copenhagen, dated & 
Berghen en Norvege le 14 July 1779. 

*^ Les deux dites prises sont conmd^rables ; eUes etoient arm6es en 
guerre et en merchandises, et les commandants pourvus de commisaioDs 
aux Lettres de Marque ; savoir X' Union de Londres, du port de 400 
tonneaux arm6 de 22 canons de 6, et 4 livres de balle, plusieurB pierriers 
et autres armes ; charge de cables, cordage, et toile k voile, enfin tout ce 
quHl &ut en ce genre pour le gr6ment de sept Batiments de guerre, avee 
plusieurs autres efifets, destindi pour Quebec ; et le £et$ey de Liverpool, 
du port de 350 tonneaux arm6 de 20 canons de 6, et de 2 de 9 livres de 
balle, 12 pierriers et autres armes, charg6 de fleur de ferine, boeof^ et 
lard sal^ et autres provisions et merchandises destin^ pour la NouveDe 
York et la Jamaique. Les deux caigaisons peuvent 6tie trtl\A an 
moins un million de livres." 

No. 2. Extract from a letter written by the Consul of Fhoioe^ befera 
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mentioned, to Dr. Franklin, minister of America at the court of 
France, dated k Berghen le 26 Oct. 1779. 

** n m'est douloureux au-dela de toute expression, d'avoir k toub infor- 
mer aujourdhui, que les deux prise^ the Betsey and the Union, ont 6t6 
oes jours d restitutes aux Anglais, en Yert6 d'une r^lution eman^e du 
Roi de Danenuurk : R^lution injuste et contraire au droit des gens.'* 

No. 3. Extract from the same letter. 

^ La valeur de ces deux prises que Ton vous enleve injustement, est au 
HKnns de 40,000/. steriing, ind^pendamment des Frais et I'argent debours^ 
par lea banquieurs MM. Danekert and Erohh, dont je vous xemettrai le 
oompte." 

No. 4. Extract of a letter from all the American officers in Norway 
to Dr. Firanklin, minister of America in France, dated Berghen, 
January 4th, 1780. 

^The Brigantine Charming Polly, which arrived 14 days after us, was 
likewise delivered up in the same manner.^ 

No. 5. Extract of a letter from the same officers to Dr. Franklin, dated 
at Bergen, April 11th, 1780. 

**Our expenses, while on board the ships, were paid by the English 
Consul ; and those since by the King of Denmark ; which enables us to 
proceed without drawing bUls upon France. We have also the protection 
of the Danish flag till our arrival in France." 



** After my return here from UOrient, you remember I was prevented 
by drcumstances from pursuing the application to the Court of Denmark 
in person. The bills I had received were not yet payable, and I thought it 
would be necessary for me to go to America in the spring, to deposit the 
prise-money received from this government in the Continental treasury; so 
that I was prevented from going to the Court of Denmark. And there 
being no Danish minister here, nor expected here, during the winter, you 
remember your having approved of my deputizing Dr. Bancroft to solicit 
the Court of Denmark through the Danish minister in London ; and that 
you was so obliging as to join me in requesting Mr, Adams to support 
that application. 
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''But as experienoe has now ehewn that this method is slow and 
uncertain ; and as the late order of the Board of TreasuTy respectmg the 
prize-money I have recovered, makes my return to America, on that 
account, at present unnecessary ; I presume the best thing I can do will 
be to proceed to Copenhagen, and there make application to that court. 
If you approve of this, it would be useful for me to have a letter from 
the Count de Yergennes to the Baron de la Houze, minister of France at 
the Danish Court, directing him to support my reclamation. The intei^ 
ference of this government may be asked for with propriety, because the 
King had the gallantry to support under the flag of America the squadron 
I commanded in Europe. It is also to be wished that I could carry letters 
with me from the Danish minister at this court, and it is therefore very 
unlucky that he is now absent at the waters. If you think fit to write to 
him, I can, at the same time, obtain and forward a letter from his parti- 
cular friend the minister of the Due de Wertemburg; which may have a 
good effect I am persuaded that the Count de Vergennes, on my own 
application to him, would immediately give me a proper letter to the 
Baron de la Houze ; but it will be more official to obtain it through your 
application, which I therefore request 

''As I flatter myself that the Danish Court is still disposed to make a 
compensation, it is necessary for us now to determine on the lowest sum 
to be accepted. Dr. Franklin, in his letter to me from Havre, says the 
result of his letter to a broker in London was, that those Quebec ships 
were worth 16 or 18,000 pounds each. I have reason to beheve the 
two ships deUvered up, with their cargoes and armament, worth a greats 
sum. And besides, you will observe that the brigantine Charming PoUy 
was also delivered up. I cannot judge of the value of this last prize ; 
and perhaps it may be necessary for me to write to Bergen to obtain 
information. 

" I am, with respect, &c. 

Tarts, Aug. 21*<, 1786. 
" His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sib, 

" I am much obliged by the letter you sent me from the Count de 
Vergennes to Baron de la Houze, with your own to the Baron de Blome. 
An indisposition that has confined me dose for three days, has prevented 
me frx)m observing to you sooner, that Dr. Franklin, in the letter he wrote 
me from Havre, says, the offer made by the Baron de WaJteredorff was 
ten thousand pounds sterling. As you have misapprehended the amount 
of that offer, I take the liberty to return your letter to the Baron de 
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Blome, pricing you to alter the word ^ye with your own hand. I should 
be glad to be &vored with your opinion whether I ought to aooept of any 
sum less than what was offered to Dr. Franklin! It is very improbable 
that a less sum will be offered by the Danish ministere ; but supposing 
them less favorably disposed now than formerly, it is necessary for us to 
be determined beforehand. 

" I have the honor to be, Ac." * 

""Paris, Sept. 3rf, 1786. 
**H]8 Excellency Thomas Jeffebsok, Esq. 
"Sir, 

" Since I had the honor of hearing from you last, my health has not 
permitted me to set out for Denmark. From the information I took at 
the Hotel of the Baron de Blome, I understood he was to arrive from the 
waters the 30th ult, so that I thought it better to wait till I could see 
him than to forward your letter. His servants arrived at the time that he 
was himself expected, and informed that the Baron had made a litUe 
jaunt to Geneva, and would be at Paris the 15th of this month. I now 
have the honor to send you the second copy of the rolls, Ac, that you 
lately forwarded to the Board of Treasury. There is sure opportunity for 
London to-morrow at two o'clock. If you have any letters to send, or if 
you think fit to forward the papers respecting the prize money, I will give 
them in charge to the person who will safely deliver them in London. 

" I am. Sir, with great esteem and respect, yours, Ac" 

Eventually, on the 15th of July, 1785, the Marshal de Cas- 
tries issued an order to pay over to Jones at L'Orient the money 
arising to citizens of the United States from the proceeds of the 
sale of the prizes taken by the squadron under his command 
in Europe. The sum total was 181,039 livres, 1 sous, and 10 
deniers. 

Although Congress had approved of the distribution of it 
under the French ordinance, it will be ^een in one of the fol- 
lowing letters, that the king behaved with great liberality, not 
even retaining what he might have kept in conformity with the 
regulations of Congress : — 
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"Pom, May 9<A, 1786. 
^ The Honorable John Jat, Esq. IkCnister 

for Foreign AffaiTs, New-York. 
"Dkar Sir, 

*' The application I have made to the court of Denmark for a compen- 
sation for mj prizes that were delivered up by that government to the 
British, not having jet produced a decision, prevents me from embarking, 
as was my intention, about this time for America. The prize-money 
arising from my negotiation with the court <tf France, due to the 
dtizens and subjects of the United States, who served on board the Bon 
homme Richard and Alliance (amounting in the gross to 157,483 fivres, 
6 sous, 10 deniers), is nDw ready in my hands. I expect that the 
application which is now depending with the court of Denmark will 
terminate so as to enable me to embark for America before the month of 
September. But lest a longer delay should be found necessary in Europe, 
and prevent my appearance in time for a passage after that date, I shall 
be ready to accept the drafts of Congress at Usance, for the amount in my 
hands. 

'* I say nothing of the amount of the allowance that ought in justice 
to be made for the great expense, trouble, and time I have devoted to this 
business from the 1st of November, 1783. A commission on the sum 
recovered wiU certainly be no indenmification for my expenses, far less a 
recompense for my time and trouble. 

''I am, with great respect and esteem, <fec.'* 

On the receipt of thia infonnatioii, CongresB passed the snb- 
joined resolntion : — 

''Ik Congress, June ^tK, 1786. 

^Re9olved^ That the Board of Treasury be directed to take sudi 
measures as may appear to them to be most effectual for procuring accu- 
rate return^ of the officers and men serving on board the Bon homme 
Richard, commanded by John Paul Jones, and the frigate Alliance, com- 
manded by Peter Landais, at the time the captures were made by the late 
squadron under the command of John Paul Jones : 

^ That the amount of the prize-money paid by Capt John P. Jones to 
the order of tibie Board of Treasury, on account of Ibe officers and crew 
of the vessels above-mentioned, be by the said Board distributed to the 
officers and men entitied to receive the same, or to their proper heirs or 
assigns, in proportion to the shares respectively due to them, agreeably to 
the returns above-mentioned, and the ordinances of Congress in that 
behalf made. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFB OF JOHN PAUL JONB8. 

Among the papers commimicated bj Mr. Jefferson for this 
work, is a statement of the settlement, which does not exactly 
correspond in the' total amount as commnnicated to Mr. Jay. 
This may be accounted for, by supposing a proposed deduction 
in his &yor, for additional expenses incurred in his prosecution 
of the claim at the Ciourt of France, to which he refers in his 
correspondence with Mr. Jefferson : — 

''Farts, July 1th, 1786. 

** Amount of prize-money belon^g to the American part of the crew 
of the Bon homme Richard (and to some few fordgnen, whose names 
and qualities, &c are inserted in the roll), with the amount also of the 
prize-money belonging to the crew of the Alliance ; received at UOrient, 
by order of the Marshal de Castries, in bilk on Paris, 



" From which deduct, viz. 

"*Nett amount of my ordinary ex- 
penses since I arrived in Europe to settle 
the prize-money belonging to the citizens 
and subjects of America who served on 
board the squadron I commanded under 
the flag of the United States, at the ex- 
pense of £Qs Most Christian Majesty, 
stated to His Excellency Thomas Jeffer- 
son, Esq. the 4th of this month, 47,972 11 

'' Paid the draft of M. le Jeune, for the 
amount of prize-money due to Jacque 
Tual, pilot of the Alliance. 670 18 6 

" Ainount of prize-money paid M. de 
Blonde], Lieutenant of Marines of the 
Pallasy as stated on the roll of the Bon 
homme Richard, 283 00 

"Advances made to sundry persons, 
which stand at my credit on the roll of 
the Bon honome Richard, 264 09 6 

"Advances made by me to sundry 
persons belonging to the Bon homme 



"livies. S. D. 
"181,089 01 10 



Digitized by 



Google 



264 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 

Richard ; theee advanoeB do not stand at 
my credit on the roll settled at L'Orient 
by M. le Jeune, because the commissary 
had neglected to send him the original 
roU from the Bureau at Yei'sailles ; but 
that commissary has rectified that omis- 
sion by his certificates, dated Sept 5th, 
1785, and Feb. 22d, 1786, 6,385 00 

^ My share by the foD, as captain of 
the Bon homme Richard, 13,291 05 6 68,866 19 06 



"Balance nett, 112,712 02 04 

"Paul Jones." 

"Pam, •7tt/y4<A, 1786. 
" His EiceHency Thomas Jbffebson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

"I have the honor to enclose for your examination the documents of my 
proceedings with those of this government in the settlement I have 
obtained of the prize-money, belonging to the officers and crews of the 
squadron I commanded in the late war in Europe at the expense of His 
Most Christian Majesty, but under the flag of the United States. By 
those documents, I presume, you will be convinced that, fix>m a want of 
suflloient knowledge of circumstances, it would have been very difficult, if 
not impossible, for any other man (except Dr. Franklin, who never would 
act in it), to have gone through this business. Mr. Barclay made no 
progress in it, though he was charged with it by Congress two yeais and 
a half before I undertook it. I could not obtain an allowance in fiivor of 
the captors for the servic^ of their prizes as prison-ships in the Texel, not 
for the damage done to the Serapis at L'Orient, previous to her sale ; but 
I have taken care of the honor of the American flag. The American 
captors pay nothing towards the support of the Royal Hospital of Invalids, 
and His Majesty has generously renounced, in fiivor of the captors, the 
proportion of the sale of the merchant prizes, which, by the laws of the 
flag of America, he might have retained. I ask the favor of you to 
return me those papers with your observations. 

" I enclose also a note of my expenses since I arrived in Europe on this 
business. When I am honored with your sentiments on this subject, I 
will prepare copies of the within papers, and, I flatter myself, comply to 
your satis&ction with the order you have received from^e Bovd of 
Treasmy. "I have the honcnr, ^^ 
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<« His ExoeIlen(y Thomas Jeffkbson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

'^ I have the honor to enclose and submit to your, consideration the 
account I have stated of the prize-money in mj hands, with sundry papers 
that regard the charges. I cannot Wng myself to lessen the dividend of 
the American captors by making any charge either for my time or trouble. 
I lament that it has not yet been in my power to procure for them 
advantages as solid and extensive as the merit of their services. I would 
not have undertaken this business from any views of private emolument 
that could possibly have resulte(} from it to myself, even supposing I had 
recovered or should recover a sum more considerable than the- penalty of 
my bond. But I was anxious to force some ill-natured persons to 
acknowledge that, if they did not tell a wilful &]sehood, they were 
mistaken when they asserted 'that I had commanded a squadron of 
privateers I' And, the war being over, I made it my first care to show 
the brave instruments of my success that their rights are as dear to me as 
my own. 

'* It will, I believe, be proper for me to make oath before you to the 
amount charged for my ordinary expenses. I flatter myself that you will 
find no objection to the account as I have stated it, and that you are of 
opinion that after this settlement has been made between us, my bond 
ought to stand cancelled, as far as regards my transactions with the court 
of France. Should any part of the prize-money remain in the treasury, 
without being claimed, after sufficient time shall be elapsed, I beg leave to 
submit to you — to the treasury — and to Congress, whether I have not 
merited by my conduct since I returned to Europe that such remainder 
should be disposed of in my favor 9 

"I have the honor to be, with great esteem," &c 

''Farts, July 10/A, 1786. 
" His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

"After what you mentioned to me before your fiivor of this date, 
respecdng the imperfect powers you have received from the Board of 
Treasuiy, I did not expect you to make a settlement with me that should 
be final for the prize-money I have recovered. But as I have produced, 
and still offer yon proofe.to support the chaiges I have made, I naturally 
flattered myself and I still hope you will do me the fiivor to receive and 
tnuwmit them to Congress with your sentimfintB, This becomeathe more 
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neoeflaaiy to me at preBent, because from what Dr. BaDcroft tells me of the 
application to the court of Denmai^, it will be necessary for me to oontinne 
in Europe for some time longer, and to take your advice on some &rther 
steps to obtain an answer from that government 

'* With respect to the balance of the ptize-money I have recovered, you 
may if you please give an immediate order on me for the amount^ or I 
will pay it into your own haada. 

^ I have the honor," Ac. 

Tark, August Utk, 1786. 
**• ffis Excellency Thomas Jeffbrson, Eb<i. 
" Dear Sir, 

" I send you herewith the rolls of the Bon homme Richard and AUiance, 
with copies of the other papers in French, respecting the prize-money of 
the squadron I commanded. They are numbered from 1 to 23, and I 
have left them open for your inspection. I rely on the good effect of your 
observations that will accompany them, with the papers in your hands, to 
Congress, and have no doubt but that my conduct will in consequence be 
approved. The second set of papers are not yet finished, but will be ready 
in a few days so as to be forwarded by the next good opportunity, with 
the second set of the papers in English now in your hands. 

** I have the honor,'' Ac 

Congress afterward confirmed the division of prize rncmey 
made by the French government, and cUrected the distribution 
thereof to be made amongst the officers and crews of the Bon 
homme Richard and Alliance, on which subject that body 
passed the following resolution : — 

"In Congress, October lirA, 1787. 

" Congress took into consideration the report of a conunittee oon»sting 
of Mr. Smith, Mr. Dane, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Carrington, and Mr. Clarke, to 
whom had been committed a report of the Board of Treasury, and a letter 
of the 18th of July, from Captain John Paul Jones, tc^ther with a report 
of the committee of accounts for the marine department rehitive to the 
division of the prize-money due to the officers and crews of the Bon 
homme Richard and Alliance, and the charges of Captain J<nies for 
recovering the same. 

^Bes^pedj That the quotas assigned to the several ahips which were 
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under the oommand of Captain John Paul Jones in Europe, by direction 
of the court of France, be confirmed and considered as valid, and that a 
distribution of the prize-money be made amongst the crews of the said 
ships, separately, agreeably to such quotas. 

"^ Besolved, That the monies paid by Captain John Paul Jones into the 
hands of the Hon. Thomas Jefferson, be &tributed by the Board of 
Treasury, as soon as may be among the c&ptorfr, agreeably to the division 
made thereof under the direction of the court of France." 



In yiitue of the general authority given to the Cheyalier 
Jonee to collect all the prize-money due to American citizens 
in Europe, he turned hie attention to the reclamation from 
Denmark of the value of the three ahipe Bent into Bergen, in 
Norway. The Baron de "Waltersdorff, the Danish minister at 
Paris, not returning in that capacity, and the chevalier being 
anxious to accomplish his object, he proposed, with the appro- 
bation of Mr. Jefferson, on the 8th of October, 1785, to transfer 
the powers confided to him by Congress for that purpose, to 
bis confidential friend Dr. Bancroft, then in London, and 
solicited Mr. Jefferson to write to his Excellency John Adams, 
the American minister near the court of St. James, to lend bis 
aid in enforcing the demand. Mr. Adams wrote to Mr. 
Waltersdorff on the subject, urging the justice of the claim ; 
but no answer was returned, that minister of Denmark having 
departed for the West Indies. Mr. Adams advised the 
chevalier to apply to the new Danish minister at Paris. This 
minister was absent at the time at some of the watering places, 
and Jones was inclined to proceed directly to Copenhagen. To 
further his views, he procured, through the friendship of Mr. 
Jefferson, from the Count de Yergennes, a letter of intro- 
duction and fiivor to the Baron de la Houze, French minister 
plenipotentiary at the Danish court. This letter is in these 
terms: 
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<< VermiUea, August Uth, 1786. 

"The Baron Dk la Houze, Minister Pleni- ) 
potentiary to the King of Denmark. ) 

"Sir, 
" Mr. Paul Jones, an o£Boer in the sea service of the United States of 
America, having some business and certain claims in Denmark, on account 
of prizes which he took during the last war, proposes going on these 
accounts to Copenhagen. You will be pleased, sir, to receive this office 
favorably, to hear what he may wish to conmiunicate on the subject of his 
daim, and to assist him with your counsels and good offices in case he 
should want them, during his stay at your residence. 

" I Lave the honor of being, with perfect r^^ard, <fec. 

" D« Vkrgbmnks." 

Mr. Jefferson likewise gave the chevalier a letter of introduo- 
tion and Mendship to the Danish envoy, Baron Blome, who 
was expected to be in Paris again in a few days. 

The value of the prizes sent into Bergen was estimated at 
the highest at about fifty thousand pounds sterling. A well 
informed English insiu'er, to whom application had been made, 
to ascertain for what amount they had been insured, considered 
them to be worth from 16 to 18 thousand pounds sterling each ; 
and the Baron de Waltersdorff, on the part of his government, 
had offered to pay ten thousand pounds as an indemnification : 

"" Havre, July 21«<, 1786. 
^ The Honorable Paul Jones. 
" Dear Sib, 

^ The offer of which you desire I would give you the particulars, was 
made to me by M. le Baron de Wa]teisdorff| in behalf of his Majeaty the 
King of Denmark, by whose ministers he said he was authorised to make 
it It was to give us the sum of ten thousand pounds sterling, as a 
compensation for having delivered up the prizes to the English. I did not 
accept it, conceiving it much too small a sum, they having been valued to 
me at fifty thousand pounds. I vn-ote to Mr. Hodgson, an insurer in 
London, requesting he would procure information of the sums insured on 
these Canada ships. His answer was, that he oould find no traces of sudi 
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insarance, and he believed none was made, for that the government on 
ivhoee accomit they were said to be loaded with military storey never 
insured ; but by the best judgment he could make he thought they might 
be worth about sixteen or eighteen thousand pounds each. 

" With great esteem, &c 

«B. Franklin." 



In all his transactions at this period the ohevalier regnlarlj 
consulted Mr. Jefferson, and kept up a correspondence with Dr. 
FranMin. Jones, however, suddenly suspended his journey to 
Copenhagen, and, as will be seen in the following letter to Mr. 
Jay, returned to America : 

''New York, July 18^ 1787. 
^ His Excellency John Jat, Esq., ) 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. ) 

"Sir, 

** The application I made for a compensation for our prizes through the 
Danish minister in London not having succeeded, it was determined 
between Mr. Jefferson and myself, that the proper method to obtain 
satisfaction, was for me to go in person to the court of Copenhagen. It 
was necessary for me to see the Baron de Blome before I could leave 
France on that business, and he being then absent on a tour in Switzerland 
did not return to Paris till the beginning of last winter. I left Paris in the 
spring, and went as &r as Brussels on my way to Copenhagen, when an 
unforeseen circumstance in my private affidrs, rendered it indispensable for 
me to turn about and cross the ocean. My private business here being 
already ''finished, I shall in a few days re-embark for Europe, in order to 
proceed to the court of Denmark. It is my intention to go by the way 
of Paris, in order to obtain a letter to the French minister at Copenhagen, 
from the Count de Montmorin, as tha one I obtained is from the Count de 
Yergennes. It would be highly flattering to me if I'could carry with me 
a letter from Congress to His Most Christian Majesty, thanking him for 
the squadron he did us the honor to support under our flag. And on 
this occasion, sir, permit me, with becoming diffidence, to recal the atten- 
tion of my sovereign to the letter of reoonunendation I brought with me 
from the court of France, dated SOth May, 1780. It would be pleasing 
• to me, if that letter should be found to merit a place on the journals of 
Congress. Permit me also to intreat that Congress will be pleased to read 
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the letter I received from the minister of marine, when his majesty deigned 
to bestow on me a golden hilted sword, emblematical of the happy allianoe 
— an honor which his majesty never conferred on any other iKweign officer. 
I owed the high favor which I enjoyed at the court of France, in a great 
degree, to the favorable testimony of my conduct, which had been commu- 
nicated by his majesty's ambassador, tinder whose eye I acted in the most 
critical situation, in llie Texel, as well as to the public opinion of Europe. 
And the letter with which I was honored by the prime minister of France, 
when I was about to return to America, is a dear proof that we might 
Lave drawn still greater advantages from the generous disposition of our 
ally, if our marine had not been lost whilst I was, by perplexing circum- 
stances, detained in Europe, after I had given the Count de Maurepas my 
plan for forming a combined squadron of 10 or 12 sail of frigates, supported 
by the America, with a detachment of French troops on board, the whole 
at the expense of his majesty. 

** It IB certain that I am much flattered by receiving a gold sword from 
the most illustrious monarch now living ; but I had refused to accept hia 
commission on two ooc^ions, before that time, when some firmness waa 
necessaiy to resist the temptation. He was not my sovereign. I a^red 
the cause of freedom, and honors from my sovereign would be more 
pleasing. Since the year 1775, when I displayed the American flag for 
the first time, with my own hands, I have been constantly devoted to the 
interests of America. Foreigners have perhaps given me too much credit^ 
and this may have raised my ideas of my services above their real value, — 
but my zeal can never be overrated. 

'^I should act inconsistently if I omitted to mention the dreadfol 
situation of our unhappy fellow-citizens in slavery at Alters. Their 
almost hopeless fiite is a deep reflection on our national character in 
Europe. I beg leave to influence the humanity of Congress in Uiebr 
behalf and to propose that some expedient may be adopted for their 
redemption. A fund might be raised for that purpose, by a duty of a 
shilling per month firom seamen's wages throughout the continent, and I 
am persuaded that no difficulty would be made to that requisition. 

*' I have the honor to be," &c. 



Jones when in France had transmitted information of the 
hostile designs of the Algerines against the American trade, in 
a copy of a letter fix>m M. Sonlanges, dated at Totdon the 14di 
of Jnly, 1785, written to the consular authorities in the ports of 
that kingdom. Annexed is a translation of it : 
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** Toulon, July Uth, 1Y86. 
^ M. de Legordes, who has arrived fi!om Algiers in the frigate Minerva, 
which he oommanda, has, on entering thia road, given me information that 
that ng&acy had armed eight veBsela, xebecs, and barks, with from 1 8 to 
34 gons each, destined to cruize from Cape St Vincent to the Azores, to 
capture Americans, against whom they have declared war. I give you 
immediate advice of this circumstance, gentlemen, as well dn account of 
the interest your place may have in the cruise of these vessels, as to enable 
you to give notice of it to American captains. The Algerines have another 
division of four vessels, but too small to occasion any disturbance in our 
seas. 

** SOULANGBS.^ 

" This event,'' said Jones, writing to Mr. Jefferson, on the 
Slst July, 1785, " may, I beliere, surprise some of our fellow- 
citizens ; but for my part I am rather surprised that it did not 
take place sooner. It will produce a good effect if it unites the 
people of America in measures consistent with their national 
honor and interest, and rouses them from that ill-judged security 
which the intoxication of success has produced since the 
Bevolution." 

On the 3d of October, 1787, the CJhevalier Jones wrote £u-ther 
to Mr. Jay : 

« JVw York, October 3rf, 1787. 

^ Hjs Excellency John Jat, Esq., Minister ) 

of Foreign AiOQuri, New York. ) • 

"Sib, 

'^ As Congress have now referred back to you for your report, the chief 
part of the letter I had the honor to address you the 18th of July bst, I 
beg leave to ohserve on the latter part of that letter, respecting the fund 
I wish to see established for the redemption of our fellow-citizens at 
Algiers, that I had also in riew at the time, a national establishment, on 
the pUin of the Greenwich Hospital in EngUnd, or Hotel des Invalides at 
Paris, which would be effected from the residue of the increasing fund I 
have proposed. I beg you, therefore, sir, to take notice of this in your 
report " I have the honor to be, sir, yours,'' Ao. 
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On perusing the subjoined resolutions and letter to the King 
of France, a just conception will be entertained of the high 
consideration in which the chevalier was held by the United 
States in Congress assembled. They are sufficient to refute all 
the calumnies circulated against him by his enemies : 

"In Congress, Octcher IQth, 1Y87. 

" Resolved unaninumsly^ That a medal of gold be struck, and presented 
to the Chevalier John Paul Jones, in oonunemoration of the valor and 
brilliant services of that officer, in the command of a squadron of American 
and French ships under the flag and commission of the United States, off 
the coast of Great Britain, in the late war; and that the Hon. Mr. 
Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the court of 
Versailles, have the same executed, with the proper devices. 

^^ Resolved, That a letter be written to His Most Christian Majesty, 
informing him that the United States in Congress assembled have bestowed 
upon the Chevalier John Paul Jones this medal, as well in consideration 
of the distinguished marks of approbation which His Majesty has been 
pleased to confer upon that officer, as from a sense of his merit : and that, 
as it is his earnest desire to acquire greater knowledge in his profession, it 
would be acceptable to Congress, that His Majesty would be pleased to 
permit him to embark with his fleets of evolution, convinced that he can 
no where else so well acquire that knowledge which may hereafter render 
him more extensively useful. 

" Ordered, That the Secretary for Foreign Affftiis prepare a letter for 
thb above purpose, to be signed by the President ; and that the Chevalier 
Jones be the hearer of the said letter. 



"In Congress, October leth, 1787 

"The Secretary for Foreign Affiurs reports: 

" That^ agreeably to the order of the 16th, he hath prepared the follow- 
ing letter to His Most Christian Majesty, which, havii^ been duly ngned 
and oountenigned, was delivered to the Chevalier John Paul Jones : 

" Orbat and Beloved Friend, 

" We, the United States in Congress auembled, in consideration of the 
distinguished marks of approbation with which your Majesty has been 
pleased to honor the Chevalier John Paul Jones, as well as from a sense 
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of his merit, have muaumoiulj directed a medal of gold to be struck and 
presented to him, in commemoration of his yalor and brilliant services, 
while cpmmanding a squadron of French and American ships under our 
flag and commission, off the coast of Great Britain, in the late war. 

^ As it is his earnest desire to acquire greater knowledge in his profes- 
sion, we cannot forbear requesting of your Majesty to permit him to 
embark in your fleets of evolution, where only it will be probably in his 
power to acquire that degree of knowledge which may hereafter render 
him more extensively useful. 

^ Permit us to repeat to your Majesty our sincere assurances, that the 
various and important benefits for which we are indebted to your friend- 
ship will never cease to interest us in whatever may concern the happiness 
of your Majesty, your family, and people. 

" We pray God to keep you, our great and beloved friend, under hia 
boly protection. 

** Done at the city of New York, the sixteenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord, 1787, and of our sovereignty and independence 
the 12th." 



<' In Conorbss, October 25/A, 1687. 

^'' Resolved^ That the minister of the United States, at the Court of 
Versailles, be and he hereby is authorised and instructed, to represent to 
His Danish Majesty, that the United States continue to be very sensibly 
affected by the circumstance of His Majesty having caused a number of 
their prizes to be delivered to Great Britain during the kte war, and the 
more so, as no part of their conduct had forfeited their claim t6 those 
rights of hospitality which civilized nations extend to each other, lljat 
not only a sense of the justice due to the individuals interested in those 
prizes, but also an earnest desire that no subject of discontent may check 
the cultivation and progress of that friendship which they wish may subsist 
and increase between the two countries, prompt the United States to remind 
His Majesty of the transaction in question ; and they flatter themselves 
that His Majesty will concur with them in thinking that, as restitution of 
the prizes is not practicable, it is reasonable and just that he should reader, 
and that they should accept, a compensation equivalent to the value of 
them: 

^ That the said minister be authorised and instructed to settle and con- 
clude the demand of the United States against His Danish M^ty, on 
account of the prizes aforesaid, by such ocMuposition and on such terms as 
may be the best in his power to obtain ; and that he be directed to retain 
in his hands all the money so recovered till the further order of Congress : 

18 
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^ That the said miniBter be and he is hereby authorized, in case he shall 
think it proper, to despatch the Chevalier John Paul Jones, or any other 
agent, to the Court of Denmark, with such powers and instructioiis relatiTS 
to the above-mentioned negotiation as, in his judgment, may be most con- 
ducive to the suoceasful issue thereof; provided, that the ultimate oondu- 
sion of the business be not made by the agent without the previous a[^ro- 
bation of the said minister : 

^^ That the person employed shall, for his agency in the business afore- 
said, be allowed 5 per cent, for all expenses and demands whatever, on 
that account 

^^ Ordered, That the Board of Treasury transmit to the Minister of the 
United States at the Court of Versailles all the necessary documents reb- 
tive to the prizes delivered up by Denmark. 

""In Congress, October 26ik, 1787. 
^^ Ordered, That the Secretary of Congress inform the Chevalier John 
Paul Jones that the business relative to the prizes taken during the late 
war, and sent to Denmark, is put under the management of the Hon. 
Thomas Jefferson, Minister of the United States at the Court of Versailles, 
and that he furnish Mr. Jones with a copy of such part of the Resolution 
as respects the appointment of an agent by Mr. Jefferson, relative to the 
said prizes." 

Chevalier Jones, in embarking again for Europe, evidentlj 
bad some dread of falling into the power of the British. From 
what this apprehension proceeded is uncertain ; whether trom 
incidents in his life, prior to his entering the American service, 
or from the injury he had inflicted on British subjects during 
the Eevolutionary war. It could hardly have been the latter ; 
for honored and protected as he was, by both America and 
France, it is not likely he would have apprehended molestation 
or capture for having participated in the war of the Eevolution. 
VThatever the ground of his fears may have been, it is certain 
that he entertained them: for writing to Mr. Jeffenon from 
New York, on the 24th of October, 178T, he said, " I should 
have embarked in the packet that will sail for Havre to-morrow 
morning ; but an account havii^ arrived here that the En^iah 
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fleet is out, and was seen steering to the westward, and that a 
British sqnadron is cruising in the North Sea, has induced me 
with the advice of my friends, to postpone my embarkation till 
the next opportunity, an American ship, about the beginning of 
next month.'* 

The Chevalier reached Paris, in December, 1787, when he 
sent to Mr. Jefferson the annexed private note. What his 
^'strong reasons" for temporary seclusion were, do not 
appear: — 

{Private) ^Hotel de BeauvaiSy rue dee vieux Augustines. 

""Parte, December \2th, 178Y. 
** His Excelleticy Thomas Jeffsbson, Esq. 
"Sib, 

'^ I am just arrived here from England. I left New York the 11th of 
November, and have brought public despatches and a number of private 
letters for you. I would have waited on you immediately, instead of 
writing, but I have several strong reasone for desiring that no person 
should know of my bebg here till I have seen you, and been favored with 
your advice on the steps I ought to pursue. I have a letter from Congress 
to the King, and perhaps you will think it advisable not to present it at 
this moment. I shall not go out till I hear from, or see you. And, as 
the people in this hotel do not know my name, you will please to ask 
for the gentleman just arrived, who is lodged in No. 1. 

"I am, with great esteem and respect, &c.'^ 

When Jones was in Europe in 1783, he was, by a letter from 
Dr. Franklin, of the 17th of December of that year, authorized 
and directed to solicit justice from the Court of Denmark, in 
relation to the prizes sent into Bergen, and restored to the 
British. As far back as the 22d of December, 1779, Dr. 
Franklin had addressed a memorial to the prime minister of 
Denmark on the same subject That paper is so characteristic 
of the philosophical turn of mind of our illustrious countryman, 
that it is offered to the perusal of the reader : — 
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Memorial 9ent to Ihe Prime MiniBter of Denmark by B, FrarMia^ 
Minister of the United States of America at Paris, respecting ike 
prizes given up by Denmark to the English, 

*^Passy, near Paris, December 22df, 1119. 
"Sir, 

" I Lave receiyed lettera from M. de Chezaulz, Consul of Fftuoce at 
Bergen in Norway, acquainting me that two ships, viz. the Betsey and the 
Union, prizes taken from the English on their coasts by Capt. Landais, 
commander of the Alliance frigate, appertaining to the United States of 
North America ; which prizes having met with bad weather at sea, that 
had damaged their rigging, and occasioned leaks, and being weakly 
manned, had taken shelter in the supposed neutral port of Bergen, in 
'<mler to repair their damages, procure an additional number of sailon, 
and the necessary refreshments ; that they were in the said port, enjoying 
as they conceived the common rights of hospitality established and 
practised by civilized nations, under the care of the above said consul, 
when on the 28th of October last, the said ships with their cargoes and 
papers, were suddenly seized by the officers of His Majesty, the King of 
Denmark, to whom the said port belongs, the American officers and 
seamen turned out of their possession, and the whole delivered to the 
English consul. 

"M. de Chezaulx has also sent me the following as a translation 
of His Majesty's order, by which the above proceedings are said to be 
authorized, viz. : 

"*The English minister having insisted on the restitution of the two 
vessels captured by the American frigate the Alliance, Captain TAndais, 
and which have been brought into Berghen, viz., the Betsey of Liverpool, 
and the Uni^m of London, his Majesty has granted, the demand on the 
ground that he has not yet recognised the independence of the oolonies 
associated against England, and because the vessels could not be considered 
as good and lawful prizes, the two said vessels are therefore declared free, 
and have liberty to depart immediately with their cargoes.' 

" By a subsequent letter from the same consul I am informed that a third 
prize belonging to the said United States, viz., the Charming Polly^ which 
arrived at Bergen after the others, had also been seized and delivered up 
in the same manner, and that all the people of the three vessels being 
thus stript of their property, (for every one of them had an interest in the 
prizes,) were turned on shore to shift for themselves, without money, in 
a strange place, no provision being made for their subsistence, or for 
sending them back to their country. Permit me. Sir, to observe on this 
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oocafflon, that the United States of America have no war but with the 
English. They have never done any injniy to other nations, particularly 
none to the Danish nation ; on the contrary, they are in some degree its 
bene&ctors, as they have opened a trade of which the English made a 
monopoly, and of which the Danes may now have their share, and by 
dividing the British empire have made it less dangerous to its neighbors. 
They conceived that every nation whom they had not offended, was by 
the rights of humanity their friend ; they confided in the hospitality of 
Denmark, and thought themselves and their property safe when under the 
roof of his Danish Majesty. But they find themselves stript of that 
property, and the same given up to their enemies, on the principle only 
that no acknowledgement had yet been formally made by Denmark of the 
independence of the Uniited States, which is to say, that there is no obli- 
gation of justice towards any nation, with whom a treaty promising the 
same has not been previously made. This was indeed the doctrine of 
ancient barbarians ; a doctrine long since exploded, and which it woold 
not be for the honor of the present age to revive ; and it is hoped that 
Denmark will not by supporting and persisting in this decision obtained 
of his Majesty apparentiy by surprise be the fii'st modern nation that shall 
attempt to revive it* 

" The United States oppressed by, and in war with one of the most 
powerful nations of Europe, may well be supposed incapable in their 
present in&nt state, of exacting justice from other nations not disposed to 
grant it; but it is in human nature that injuries as well as benefits 
received in times of weakness and distress, national as well as personal, 
make deep and lasting impressions ; and those ministers are wise who 
look into futurity, and quench the first sparks of mbunderstanding 
between two nations, which, neglected, may in time grow into a fiame, 
all the consequences whereof no human prudence can foresee, which 
may produce much mischief to both, and cannot possibly produce any 
good to either. 

'* I beg leave through your Excellency to submit these considerations to 
the wisdom and justice of His Danish Majesty, whom I infinitely respect, 



* " Lea AncicDs/' (uys Vattel in his excellent treadae entitled " le droit dea gens/') 
'^ ne ae croyoient teoua k rien en^era lea peaplea qui ne leur etoient unia par una 
traits d'amititf, eofin la voix de la nature ae fit entendre auz peaplea oivilia^a ; ila 
reconnurent que tooa lea hommea Etoient frirea.'' An injuatice of the aame kind 
done a centary or two snce by aoroe English in the East Indies, Grotiua telia ua, " ne 
manquoit paa de partisans, qui aoutenoient qne par lea anciennea loix d'Angleterre, 
on ne pnniaaoit point en ce Royanme lea ontragea contra lea Strangers quand il n'y 
avoit point d'Allianee oontract^e avee eox." Bat this principle he eondemna in tht 
■liDntMt temia. Hist, dea tronblei des Paya-hM, Hwe XVI. 
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and who, 1 hope, will consider and lepetl the order aboTe recited, and 
that if the priaeft which I hereby redaim in behalf of the United States 
of America, are not actuaUj gone to En^^d, thej may be etopt and 
ledelivered to M. de Chezanlx, the said consol of France at Bergen, in 
whose care they before were, with liberty to depart for America when the 
season shall permit Bat if they shall be already gone to England, 
I must then reclaim from His Majesty's equity the vidue of the said three 
prizes, which is estimated at 60,000/. sterling, but which may be regulated 
by the best information that can by any means be obtained. 
'* I am with the greatest respect^ drc. 

''B. Franxuv, Minister Plen." 

The Chevalier now received a regular appointment from Mr. 
Jefferson ; who, it is believed, drew np a memorial which Jones 
carried with him. Among the papers famished to the author 
by Mr. Jefferson is a memorandum, in the handwriting of Mr. 
Jefferson, of references to particular passages of the works of 
Grotius and other eminent writers on the law of nations, 
intended for the Chevalier's use, when he should arrive at 
Copenhagen. This commission ran thus : — 

^To JoHK Paul Jonsb, Esq., Commodore in the service of the United 
States of America. 

^ The United States of America in Congress a«embled, having thought 
proper by their resolve of the 26th of October, 1Y8Y, to authorize and 
instruct me finally to settle and conchide all demands of the United States, 
against His Majesty the King of Denmark, on account of the prizes 
delivered to Great Britain during the late war ; — and to despatch your- 
self^ or any other agent, to the court of Denmark, with such powers and 
instructions relative thereto, as I might think proper, prorided the 
ultimate conclusion of the business be not made by the said agent, without 
my previous approbation, I hereby authorize you to proceed to the court 
of Denmark, for the purpose of making the necessary representations on 
the subject, and for conferring thereon with such persons as shall be 
appointed on that behalf by the said court, and for agreeing provisionally 
on the arrangement to be taken, transmitting the same to me at Paris ht 
final approbation. 

^ Given under my hand and seal at Paris, this 24th day of January, in 
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the year of our Lord 1786, and of the independence of tbe United States 
of America, the twelfth. 

** Th, Jefferson." 



The cheyalier proceeded on his mission. His health, it 
seems, had suffered on the waj to his destination, probably 
f5pom the severity of the weather. From the capital of Denmark, 
where he was treated with the most distingnished marks of 
regard, he wrote to Mr. Jefferson as follows : 

'' Copenhagen, March Uth, 1788. 
*^ His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

'' I have been so much indisposed since mj arrival here, the 4th, from 
the fatigue and' excessive cold I suffered on the road, that I have been 
obliged to confine myself almost constantly to my chamber. I have kept 
my bed for several days ; but I now feel myself better, and hope the 
danger is over. On my arrival I paid my respects to the minister of 
France ; he received me with great kindness. We went five days ago to 
the minister of foreign affairs, I was much flattered with my reception, and 
our conversation was long and very particular respecting America and the 
new constitution, of which I presented a copy ; he observed, that it had 
struck him as a very dangerous power to make the President commander- 
in-chief; in other respects it appeared to please him much, as leading to 
a near and sure treaty of commerce between America and Denmark ; it 
was a day of public business, and I could not db more than present your 
letter. I shaU follow the business closely. In a few days, when I am 
re-established in health, I am to be presented to the whole court, and to 
sup with the king. I shall after that be presented to all the corps diplo- 
matic, and other persons of distinction here : I am infinitely indebted to 
the attentions I received from the minister of France. I made the inquiry 
you desired in Holland, and should then have written to you in conse- 
quence, had I not been assured by authority (M. Van Staphorst) that I 
could not doubt, that letters had been sent you on the subject, that could 
not &il of giving you satisfaction. Mr. Van Staphorst was very obliging. 

" At Hamburg I ordered the smoked beef you desired to be sent to you, 
to the care of the American agent at Havre de Grace : you have nothing 
to do but receive it, paying what little charges may be on it 

*^ lAj ill health and fatigue on the road hindered me from preparing 
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the extract of the engagement When you see Mr. Little Page, I pray 
you to present my kind compliments. It is said here, that the Empress 
confides the oommand of her fleet, that will pass the sound, to Admiral 
Greg ; and that he means to call at an English port to take provisions, kc 
The Hamburg papers, I am told, have announced the death of Dr. 
FVanklin ; I shall be extremely concerned if the account proves true — God 
forbid ! The departure of the post obliges me to conclude. I am, with a 
deep sense of your kind attachment^ 

" Sir, yours," Ac 

On the 18th of the same month he again wrote to the 
American minister at Paris : 



" Copenhagen, March 18th, 1788. 
** His Excellency Thomas Jbffebsov, Esq. 
"Sir, 
" Yesterday his excellency the Baron de la Houze, minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France at this court, did me the honor to present me pubUdy to 
his majesty, the royal family, and chief personages at the royal palace 
here. I had a very polite and distinguished reception. The queen 
dowager conversed with me for some time, and said the most civil things. 
Her majesty has a dignity of person* and deportment which becomes her 
well, and which she has the secret to reconcile with great affability and 
ease. The princess royal is a charming person, and the graces are so 
much her own, that it is impossible to see and converse with her without 
paying to her that homage which artless beauty and good nature will ever 
command. All the royal family spoke to me except the king, who speaks 
to no person when presented. His majesty saluted me with great 
complaisance at first, and as often afterward as we met in the course of 
the evening. The prince royal is greatly beloved, and extremely affable : 
he asked me a number of pertinent questions respecting America. I had 
the honor to be invited to sup with his majesty and the royal fiunily. The 
company at table consisting of seventy ladies and gentlemen, including 
the royal fiunily, the ministers of state, foreign ambassadors, &c was very 
brilliant The death of Dr. Franklin seems to be generally believed. 
Every person I have spoken with at court, laments the event as a nodsfor- 
tone to human nature. I have hadu second conference with the minister 
of foreign affiiirs, but nothing is yet done ; I will press him to conclude. 
I am so continually feasted, and have so many visits to pay and receive, 
that I have scaieely a moment to call my own; and tbe departure of the 
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post does not now afford me the time neeetssary to compare the whole of 
mj last.. I have received no letter whatever siAee I came here. 

*' I am, with great esteem and respect, Siv, joms," Ac 

" Copenhagen^ March 20^A, 1788. 
" His Excellency Thoiias Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sir, 
" I embrace the occasion of a young gentleman just arrived here express 
from St Petersburg, and who sets out immediately express for Paris, to 
transmit you the foregoing copy of my last of the 18th. I have written 
to Norway, and expect a satisfactory answer. The minister of France is 
surprised to have had no object from Versailles respecting me. I pray 
you, and so does he, to push that point immediately. The minister of 
foreign affiiirs will receive me on Saturday. Please to present my kind 
compliments to Mr. Little Page. If there is anything new from that 
quarter you will no doubt communicate it 

" I am, sincerely, yours," Ac 

" Copenhagen^ March 26<A, 1788. 
^ His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sir, 
" I propose to send the present, under cover, to Messieurs Nicholas and 
Jacob Van Staphorst of Amsterdam ; presuming you may be there by the 
time they will receive it If you are not arrived, or fully expected to 
arrive there in a day or two, they will be requested to forward you my 
letter. My mission here is not yet at an end, but the minister has 
promised to determine 'soon, and I have wrote to claim that promise. 
Before you can receive this, Monsieur de Semolin will have informed you 
that your proposal to him, and his application on that idea, have been well 
received. The matter is communicated to me here, in the most flattering 
expressions, by a letter I have received from his excellency the Baron de 
Krudener. There seems, however, to remain some difficulty respecting 
the letter of Monsieur de Semolinas proposal, though it is accepted, in 
substance^ with an appearance of great satis&ction. I find myself under 
the necessity of setting out for St Peteisburg through Sweden, in a few 
dajTS, instead of returning firsts as was my wish and intention, to Paris. I 
hope in the mean time to receive a satisfactory answer, which I shall duly 
oommunicate to you. Your friture letters for me you will please to send 
under cover, to the minister of France at Petersburg, or rather deliver 
them to Monsieur de Semolin, to whom I tender my sincere and respectful 
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thanks for his good offices, which I shall ever remember with pleasure and 
gratitude, and which I shall alwajs be ambitious to merit I esteem 
myself also much indebted to Mr. Dttle Pag^ and hope I may one day 
conviDce him how sensible I am of his friendly behavior. I say nothing 
at present of your attachment, but my feelings do y6u justice. 

. " I am, with unbounded esteem and sincere regard,'' Ssc 

Jones did not remain long at Copenhagen, but whilst there 
he pressed the business entrusted to him with his usual ardor. 
The Danish Court, either from a fear of offending Great 
Britain, or a desire to procrastinate, pleaded a want of full 
powers in the chevalier to treat, and transferred the negotiation 
to Paris, as will be seen in the subjoined correspondence with 
Count Bemstoiff. Jones was impatient to go to Knssia, whose 
sovereign, the celebrated Catharine 11., had invited him 
thither by the most flattering promises of patronage. It was 
Mr. Jefferson who originallj projected for the chevalier this 
adventure, which so admirably accorded with his chivalric 
disposition. 

'^ Oopmhapeny March 24th, 178& 

*^ His Excellency M. le Comte de Bernstorff, Enight ) 
of the order of the Elephant, Secretary of State > 
for Foreign Afiiurs, &c^ Copenhagen. ) 

"Sir, 
" From the act of Congress (the act by which I am honored with a 
gold medal) I had the honor to show your excellency the 21st of this 
month, as well as from the conversation that followed, you must be 
convinced that circumstances do not permit me to remain here ; but that 
I am under a necessity either to return to France, or proceed to Russia. 
As the minister of the United States, at Paris, gave me the perusal of die 
packet he wrote by me, and which I had the honor to present to you on 
my arrival here, it is needless to go into any detail on the object of my 
mission to this court, which Mr. Je^erson has particularly explained. The 
promise you have ^ven me of a prompt and explicit decision from this 
court, on the act of Congress of the 25th of October last, inspires me with 
full confidence. I have been very particular in conununicating to the 
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United States all the polite attentions with which I have been honored a< 
this oourt ; and they will leam with great pleasure the kind reception I 
had from jojl I felicitate myself on being the instrument to settle the 
delicate national business in question, with a minister who conciliates the 
views of the wise statesman, with the noble sentiments and cultivated 
mind of the true philosopher and man of letters. 

'' I have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, A:c 

"" Copenhagen^ March 80^ 1788. 
" His Excellency M. le Comte de Bbrnstorvf. 
"Sib, 
^ Your silence on the subject of my mission from the United States to 
this oourt leaves me in the most painful suspense ; the more so as I have 
made your excellency acquainted with the promise I am under, to proceed 
as soon as possible to St. Petersburgh. Tlus being the ninth year since 
the three prizes reclaimed by the United States were seized upon in the 
port of Bergen, in Norway, it is to be presumed, that this court has long 
since taken an ultimate resolution respecting the compensation demanded 
by Congress. Though I am extremely sensible of the fevorable reception 
with which I have been distinguished at this court, and am particularly 
flattered by the polite attentions with which you have honored me at every 
conference, yet I have remarked, with great concern, that you have never 
led the conversation to the object of my mission here. A man of your 
hberal sentiments will not, therefore, be surprised or offended at my plain 
dealing, when I repeat that I impatiently expect a prompt and categorical 
answer, in writing, from this court, to the act of Congress of the 25th of 
October last Both my duty and the circumstances of my situation, con- 
strain me to make this demand, in the name of my sovereign the United 
States of America; but I beseech you to believe, that though I am 
extremely tenacious of the honor of the American flag, yet my personal 
interest in the decision I now ask, would never have induced me to present 
myself to this court. You are too just, sir, to delay my business here ; 
which would put me under the necessity to break the promise I have 
made to Her Imperial Majesty, conformable to your advice. 

"• I have the honor to be, with great respect, koP 

"• Copenhagen^ April ith^ 1788. 

^ The Chevalier Paul Jonbs, Commander in Chief ) 
of the Squadron of the United States of America. ) 

"Sir, 
*^ You have requested of me an answer to the letter you did ifte the 
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honor to remit to me from Mr. Jefferson, minister plenipotentiaiy of the 
United States of America, near His Most Christian Majesty. I do it widi 
so much more pleasure, as you have inspired me 'with as much interest as 
confidence, and this occasion appears to me &vorable to make known the 
sentiments of the king my master, on the objects to which we attach so 
much importance. Nothing can be further from the plans and the wishes 
of His Majesty, than to let fall a negotiation which has only been sus- 
pended in consequence of circumstances arising from the necessity of 
maturing a new situation, so as to enlighten himself on their reciprocal 
interests, and to avoid the inconvenience of a precipitate and imperfect 
arrangement I am authorized, sir, to give you, and through you to Mr. 
Jefferson, the word of the king, that His Majesty will renew the negotia- 
tion for a treaty of amity and commerce in the forms already agreed apon, 
at the instant tiie new constitution (this admirable plan, so worthy of the 
most enlightened men,) will have been adopted by the States, to which 
nothing more was wknted to assure to itself a perfect consideration. If it 
has not been possible, sh*, to discuss definitively with you, neither the 
principal object nor its accessaries, the idea of eluding the question, or of 
retarding the decision, had not the least part in it. I have already had 
the honor to express to you, in our conversations, that your want of pleni- 
potentiary powers from Congress, was a natural and invincible obstacle. It 
would be, likewise, contrary to the established custom to change the seat 
of negotiation, which has not been broken oS, but only sua|)ended, thereby 
to transfer it from Paris to Copenhagen. 

" I have only one more fevor to ask of you, sir, that you would be the 
interpreter of our sentiments in regard to the United States. It would be 
a source of gratification to me to think that what I have said to you on 
this subject, carries with it that conviction of the truth which it merits. 
We desire to form with them connexions solid, useful, and essential ; we 
wish to establish them on bases natural and immovable. The momentary 
clouds — the incertitudes which the misfortunes of the times brought with 
them, exist no longer. We should no longer recollect it, but to feel in a 
more lively manner the happiness of a more fortunate period ; and show 
ourselves more eager to prove the dispositions most proper to effect a 
union, and to procure reciprocally the advantages which a sincere alliance 
can afford, and of which the two countries are susceptible. These are the 
sentiments which I can promise you, sir, on our part| and we flatter our- 
selves to find them hkewise in America; nothing then can retard the 
conclusion of an arrangement, which I am happy to see so far advanced 

'* Permit me to repeat to you, sir, again, the assurances of the perfect 
and distinguished consideration with which, 

• "I have the honor to be, Ac** 

^BXRNSTOBVF." 
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** Copenhagen^ April 5, 1788. 
** His Excellency M. le Ck>mte dk Bernstorff, kc. 

"Sib, 

" I pray your excellency to inform me when I can have the honor to 
wait on you, to receive the letter you have been kind enough to promise 
to write me in answer to the act of Congress of the 25th of October last 
Aa you have told me that my want of plenipotentiary powers to terminate, 
ultimately, the business now on the carpet between this court and the 
United States has determined you to authorize the Baron de Blome to 
negotiate and settle the same with Mr. Jefferson at Paris, and to conclude 
at the same time an advantageous treaty of commerce between Denmark 
and the United States ; my business here will of course be at an end when 
I shall have received your letter, and paid you my thanks in person for the 
very polite attentions with which you have honored me. 

" I am, with great respect, &c." 

" Copenhagenj April Sth^ 1788. 
^ Bjb Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sir, 
" By my letters to the Count de Bemstorff, and his excellency's answer, 
you see that my business here is at an end. If I have not finally concluded 
the object of my mission, it is neither your fault nor mine : the powers I 
received are found insufficient, and you could not act otherwise than was 
prescribed in your instructions. Thus it frequently happens, that good 
opportunities are lost when the supreme power does not place a sufficient 
confidence in the distant operations of public officers, whether civil or mili- 
tary. I have, however, the melancholy satis£Eiction to reflect that I have 
been received and treated here with a distinction far above the pretensions 
of my public mission ; and I felidtate myself sincerely on being, at my 
own expense, (and even at the peril of my life, for my sufferings, from the 
inclemency of the weather, and my want of proper means to guard against 
it on the journey, were inexpressible ; and I believe, from what I yet feel, 
will continue to affect my constitution,) the instrument to renew tlio 
negotiation between this country and the United States : the more so, as 
the honor is now reserved for you to display your great abilities and 
integrity by the completion and improvement of what Dr. Franklin had 
wisely begun. I have done, then, what perhaps no other person would 
hare undertaken under the same circumstances; and while I have the 
consolation to hope that the United States will derive solid advantages 
from my journey and efforts here, I rest perfectiy satisfied thai the 
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interests of the brave men I commanded will experience in you parental 
attention, and that the American flag can lose none of its lustre, but the 
contrary, while its honor is confided to you. America being a young 
nation, with an increasing commerce, which will naturally produce a navy, 
I please myself with the hope, that in the treaty you are about to 000- 
elude with Denmark, you will find it easy and highly advantageous to 
include certain articles for admitting America into the armed neutrality. 
I persuade myself beforehand, that this would afford pleasure to Uie 
Empress of Russia, who is at the head of that noble and humane combina- 
tion ; and as I shall now set out immediately for St. Petersburg, I will 
mention the idea to her Imperial Majesty, and let you know her answer. 

" K Congress should think I deserve the promotion that was proposed, 
when I was last in America, and should condescend to confer cm me the 
grade of rear-admiral, from the day I took the Serapis, (23d of September, 
1779,) I am persuaded it would be very agreeable to the. Empress, who 
now deigns to ofifer me an equal rank in her service, although I never yet 
had the honor to draw my sword in her cause, nor to do ^ny other act 
that could directly merit her imperial benevolence. While I express, in 
the warm efiusion of a grateful heart, the deep ^ense I feel of my eternal 
obligation to you, as the author of the honorable prospect that is now 
before me, I must rely on your friendship to justify to the United States 
the important step I now take, conformable to your advice. Tou know I 
had no idea of this new fortune when I found that you had put it in 
train, before my List return to Paris from America. I have not forsaken 
a country that has had many disinterested and difficult proofs of my 
steady affection ; and I can never renounce the glorious title of a ctUzen 
of the United States / 

" It is true, I have not the express pernussion of the sovereign^ to 
accept the offer of Her Imperial Majesty : yet America is independent, is 
in perfect peace, has no public employment for my military talents ; but 
why should I excuse a conduct which I should rather hope would meet 
with general approbation! In the latter part of the year 1782, CongiesB 
passed an act for my embarkation in the fleet of His Most Christian 
Majesty ; and when, a few months ago, I left America to return to Europe, 
I was made the bearer of a letter to His Most Christian Mi^esty, requesting 
me to be permitted to embark in the fleets of evolution. Why did Con- 
gress pass those acts f To facilitate my improvement in the art of con- 
ducting fleets and military operations. I am, then, conforming myself to 
the views of Congress ; but the roll allotted me is infinitely more h^h and 
difficult than Congress intended. Instead of receiving lessons from able 
masters, in the theory of war, I am called to immediate pradioe ; where I 
must command in chie^ conduct the most difficult operationsi be my own 
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preceptor, and instnict others. CongresB will allow me some merit in 
daring to encoanter such multiplied difficnltieB. The mark I mentioned 
of the approbation of that honorable body, would be extremely flattering 
to me in the career I am now to pursue, and would stimulate all my 
ambition to acquire the necessary talents to merit that, and even greater 
fkvors, at a future day. I pray you, sir, to explain the circumstances of 
my situation, and be the interpreter of my sentiments to the United States 
in Congress. I ask for nothing; and beg leave to be understood only as 
having hinted, what is natural to conceive, that the mark of approbation I 
mentioned could not fail to be infinitely serviceable to my views and suc- 
cess in the country where I am going. 

*^ The Prince Royal sent me a messenger, requesting me to come to his 
apartment His Royal Highness said a great naumy civil things to me, 
told me the King thanked me for my attention and civil behaviour to the 
Danish flag, while I commanded in the European seas ; and that His 
Majesty wished for occasions to testify to me his personal esteem, &c I 
was alone with the Prince half an hour. 

^ I am, with perfect esteem, kc*^ 

In 1788 the Russians were at war with the Turks, and want- 
ing naval talent, sought and procured it wherever it was to be 
found. Among others, it is not surprising that Jones should 
have attracted the notice of so enlightened a ruler as Catharine. 
He went to St. Petersburg, and no longer opposing the wishes 
of the Empress, attached himself to her service, under this single 
condition, " that he should never be condemned unheard." So 
expeditious was he in his movements, that we find him, in the 
month of June, 1788, writing a letter from on board a Kussian 
man-of-war, on the Liman sea, to the Marquis de la Fayette. 
It contains an account of his passage through Sweden to St 
Petersburg, and of his reception by the Empress : — 

^On hoard the Imperial ship Wolodimer, at anchor in the 
Liman^ before Oczacoff, June 16-26, 1788. 

''Monsieur le Marquis db la Fatbttb, Major General et Chevaher ) 
dee plusieuTB Ordres, k son Hotel, k Paris. ) 

" My dear General and dear Friend, 

'^ The kind letter you did me the honor to write me, the 2(Hh of April, 
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was delivered to me at 8t Elizabeth, on my waj here from St Petenbnig. 
It was very flattering to me to receive such a letter from a man whom I 
BO much love and respect as I do, and have long done the Marquis de la 
Fayette. You will yourself do justice to my sensibilify for all your good 
offices and good intentions, so I need only say, I shall always be ambitious 
to merit the flattering compliment with which you honor me by subscrib- 
ing yourself my * sincere friend.' 

^ I must tell you that Mr. Elliot (the same who filched Dr. Lee^s papen 
at Berlin,) was furious when he found my business at Copenhagen ; and 
that I was received with great distinction at court, and in all the best socie- 
ties in Denmark. Every time I was invited to sup with the King, Elliot 
made an apology ; he shut himself up for more than a month, and then 
left town. This occasioned much laughter; and as he had shunned 
society from the time of my arrival, people said he had gone off in a fngbt; 
I hope Mr. Jeffeison is satisfied with Uie train in which I left the Danish 
business. It would have been impossible for me to have pushed it any 
fiuiher as I had not full powers to conclude it finally. 

'* I went through Sweden to St Petersburg. The advanced season did 
not permit my return to Paris, the distance would have been too long 
through Germany, and Elliot had influenced the English to put diflficulties 
in the way of my passage to the Baltic I found the Gulf de Boteuea 
barred with ice, and after making several fruitless attempts to cross it in a 
small open boat (about 30 feet long), I compelled the Swedish peasants 
to steer as I directed them, for the Gulf of Finland; after about four or 
five hundred miles of navigation, I landed at Reval, and having paid the 
peasants to their satisfaction, I gave them a good pilot, with some provi- 
sion, to reconduct them to their home. My voyage was looked upon as 
a kind of miracle, being what never had been attempted before, unless in 
large vessels. 

'* The Empress received me with a distinction the most flattering that 
perhaps any stranger can boast of. On entering into the Russian service, 
her Majesty conferred on me immediately the grade of Rear-AdmiraL I 
was detained against my wiU a fortnight, and continually feasted at court 
and in the first society. This was a cruel grief to the English, and I own 
that their vexation, which, I believe, was g^eral, in and about St Peters- 
burg, gave me no pain. 

" I presented the Empress with a copy of the new American constitu- 
tion. Her Majesty spoke to me often about the United States, and is 
persuaded that the American revolution cannot fail to bring about others^ 
and to ygjluence every other government. I mentioned the armed neutrality 
so honorably patronised by Her Majesty ; and I am persuaded that no 
difficulty will be made about admitting the United States into thai 
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yhfltiiGUs aasodAtion, sd soon as America shall have built some ships-of- 
war. I spoke of it to the Danish minister of fbreign afiEuis, who seemed 
pleased with the idea. 

^' The United States have some commerce with Russia, which perhaps 
we may be able to increase. I should think whale oil, dried fish, 
spermaceti, and rice, may be articles to suit the Russia market ; if the 
Mediterranean was not shut to the American flag, many articles might be 
supplied to the Russian fleet, now destined for the Archipelago. I 
certainly wish to be useful to a country I have so long served. I love the 
people and their cause, and shall always rejoice yrken I can. be useful to 
promote their happiness. 

** I am glad that the new constitution will be, as you tell me, adopted by 
more than nine states. I hope, however, they will alter some parts of it ; 
and particularly that they will divest the President of all military rank 
and command ; for though General Washington might be safely trusted 
with such tempting power as the chief command of the fleet and army, 
yet, depend on it, in some other hands it could not f&\\ to overset the 
liberties of America. The President should be only the first civil Magis- 
trate, let him commaAd the military with the pen ; but deprive him of 
the power to draw his sword and lead them, und^r some plausible 
pretext, or under any circumstances whatever, to cut the throats of a part 
of his fellow-dtizens, and to make him the tyrant of the rest These are 
not my apprehensions alone, for I have mentioned them to many men 
of sense and learning since I saw you, and I have found them all of the 
same sentiment 

** What are you about, my dear General ? Are you so absorbed in 
politics as to be insensible to glory f That is impossible, quit then your 
divine Calypso, come here, and pay your court once more to Bellona, who, 
you are sure, will receive you as her favorite. You would be charmed 
with the Prince de Potemkin. He is a most amiable man, and none can 
be more noble-minded. 

^ For the Empress, fame has never yet done her justice. I am sure no 
stranger who has not known that illustrious character, ever conceived how 
much Her Majesty is made to reign over a great empire, to make the 
people happy, and to attach grateful and susceptible minds. 

"Is Dot tlie present a happy moment for France to dedare for Runia f 
Would it not be a means to retrieve her dignity, and to reHBstabliah the 
affiurs of Holland? What would England find to oppose to such an 
alliance t Denntork is with Russia, and Sweden ought surely to Ji>e with 
France. An alliance with Russia might be very advantageous, and can 
never be dangerous to France. In these drcumstances the Isles of Candia 
and Cyprus appear among the objects which ought to attract her attention. 

19 
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Perhaps they might be obtained and the B&m of Holland re-established 
without the expense of a war, for it is a question if England and Russia 
would venture to make opposition. One sure advantage would result to 
France, I mean the breating of her destructive treaty of commerce with 
England. Since the time of the assembly of notables, I have always 
thought that the ministry ought to have seen the expediency of a war 
with England ; to break die treaty of commerce, and to prevent the ruin 
of French manufactories ; to obtain loans from Holland, and to render 
that republic for ever dependent on French protection ; and, above all, to 
unite the nation, and prevent the broils that have since ensued, by exciting 
a brave patriotic people to support their national dignity. 

'^ My motives are pure, and I am influenced only by the affection I feel 
for the two countries you love. Your known patriotism assures me that 
if you can make my ideas useful, you will not Ml to do it 

^ My kind respects await Madame la Marquise, and I hope her interest- 
ing fiunily is well It would afford me great happiness to see or hear from 
you, and if you cannot &vor us with a visit, I beg the fiivor of any news 
that may be interesting. 

" I am, my dear General, yours, Ac 

" P. S. — Mr. Little Page has arrived at the army of the Prince de 
Potemkin, and I expect to see him here in a few dajrs. The Captain 
Pasha has been beaten last week. This is a good beginning, and I hope 
we shall soon have greater success. The Count de Dumas was in the 
affiiir. To speak in our republican way he is a gallant fellow. I 
marked him well. He has my esteem, and his frtir mistress owes 
him twenty sweet kisses for his first effort He keeps his picture always 
at his heart*^ 



" On board the Wolodimer, he/are Oczacoff, ^s!^^ ^'^^S- 
" His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

"Sir, 

" Some of my friends in America did me the honor to ask for my bust; 
I enclose the names of eight gentlemen, to each of whom I promised to 
send one. You will oblige me much by desiring Mr. Houdan to have 
them prepared, and packed up two and two : and if Mr. Short, to whom 
I present my respects, will take the trouble to forward tliem by good 
opportunities, via Havre de Grace, writing at the same time a few words 
to each of the gentlemen, I shall esteem it a particular favor. 

^Before I left Copenhagen I wrote to Mr. Amoureux, merchant at 
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UOrient, to dispcGe of some articles of mine in his hands, and remit you 
the amount I hope he has done it, and that his remittance may be 
sttffident to pay Mr. Houdan, and the expense of striking the medal with 
which I am honored by the United States. But lest this should not turn 
out as I expect, I have directed Dr; Bancroft to pay any draft of yours on 
him for my account, as far as four or five thousand livres. I shall want 
four gold medals as soon as the dies are finished. I must present one to 
the United States, another to the King of France, and I cannot do less 
than offer one to the empress. As you will keep the dies for me, it is my 
mtention to have some more gold medals struck ; therefore I beg you, in 
the mean time, not to permit the striking of a single silver or copper 
medal. 

^ I pray you to present me in the most respectful terms to Monsieur de 
Simolin. However my situation in Russia may terminate, I shaU ever 
esteem myself under great obligation to him. I pray you to present my 
affectionate respects to the Count d'Estaing, and tell him I am infinitely 
flattered by the obliging things he has had the goodness to say of me in 
my absence. I admire him for his magnanimity, and it vexes roe every 
time I reflect how little his bravery and patriotism have been rewarded by 
government He is the only officer who served through the last war 
without promotion or honors. It is his honor to be beloved by his nation 
and to have deserved it 

*' I send enclosed an extract of my journal on my expedition irom 
France to Holland in the year 1779, for the information of the Academy 
of Inscriptions and Bellea-Lettres. I trust at the same time more to your 
judgment than to theirs. There is a medallist who executed three medals 
for me in wax. One of them is the battle between the Bon homme 
Richard and the Serapis. The position of the two ships is not much 
amiss ; but the accessory figures are much too near the principal objects ; 
and he has placed them to windward, instead of being, as they really 
were, to leeward of the Bon homme Richard and Serapis. I do not at 
this moment recollect the medallist's name ; but he lives on the dd or 4th 
stage at a marble-cutter's, almost opposite, but a httle higher than your 
former house, Cul-densac Rue Taitebout, and may be easily found. It 
would be of use to see the medal he has made, although it is by no means 
to be copied. I owe him a small sum, perhaps 200 livres. I wish to 
know how much, that I may take an arrangement for paying. I have not 
comprehended in the extract of ray journal the extreme difficulties 1 met 
-miti in Holland, nor my departure from the Texel in the Alliance, when I 
was forced out by the Vioe-Admiral Rhynst in the &ce of the enemy -s 
fleet The critical situation I was in in Holland needs no exphmation, 
and I shall not say how much the honor of the American flag depended 
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on my oonduct, or how much it affected all the belMgerent powen. I 
shall only say it was a principal cause of the resentment of England against 
Holland, and of the war that ensued. It is for you and the academy to 
determine, whether that part of my service ought to be the subject of one 
side of the medal ?" 



""Befort Oczouioffy Sept. 15-26, 1788. 
"Mr. litdepage has postponed his departure. I expected him to 
remain with me till the end of the campaign, but he now sets out so 
suddenly that I cannot send by him the extract of my journal in 1779. I 
will send it in a week or two to my friend the Count de S^ur at St 
Peteisburg, and he will forward it to you with his ministerial despatches. 
Tour letters with which you honor me may also be forwarded to him. I 
persuade myself that Count de Montmorin will do it with pleasure. I 
trouble you with two enclosed letters, and am with perfect esteem, AcJ* 

** List of gentlemen to whom busts are to be sent : 

"General St Clair, and Mr. Roes, of Philadelphia. — Mr. John Jay, 
Cteneral Irvine, Mr. Secretary Thompson, and Colonel Wadsworth, of New 
York. — Mr. J. Madison, and Colonel Carrington, of Virginia.** 

" Admiral Paul Jones presents his respectful compliments to Mr. Short, 
and begs the &vor of him to forward the eight busts mentioned in the 
above list by the most direct opportunities, from Havre de Grace to 
America. Mr. Jefferson is wrote to on tins subject ; and Mr. Houdan, 
who prepares the busts, will also have them carefully packed up in four 
boxes. The admiral prays Mr. Short to be so obliging as to write a line 
or two to each of the gentlemen for whom the busts are destined.** 



Jones was now again in active employment, on the element 
moflt favorable to the display of his talents. That mnch reliance 
was placed on bis skill and energy may be inferred from the 
annexed note of the Prince of Nassau : 

"Jfay 80(&,1788. 
^ To the y iob-Adioral. 

^ I send you, my dear general, the two answers (tfM.de Suvoiow, 
which he has transmitted, unsealed. I beg you to infiyrm me what are 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONBB. 

your iiiteDti(»B, as I have decided, since I have the liberty, to inarch only 
when you cua protect me, 

'^FBINOB NAfiaiLU-SlBOBN." 

From his flag ship, the Wolodimer, the Vice Admiral wrote 
to that Prince. His letter shows that some difference of opinion 
existed between them : 

" On board the frigate Wolodimery June let, 1788, opposite ) 
the first village to the west of the River Bog, J 

''The Vice Admiral to the Prinob Nabsau-Sibbbn. 
"MtPrincb, 

'' No person can desire more than myself to make a happy, and, at the 
same time, glorious campaign, for the arms of her impend majesty. K 
you can show me a more advantageous position than the one I ^ready 
have, I will change my plan with pleasure to adopt yours. If you are of 
opinion that my duty requires me to attack ^e Turkish fleet, under 
existing drcumstances, I ask you if I ought not to wait until I can conquer 
il Where is the man who will justify me, if following my own will, and 
without any necessity, knowing nothing certain of the position of the army 
of his highness the Marshal Prince Potemkin, I should expose the squadron 
under my command to be burnt or taken. Do you believe the enemy 
will dare make a descent on this side of Eimboum, and thus place hunsetf 
between two fires 9 The experience of the last year proves that nothing is 
risked on the other side, and that the garrison is strong enough, and the 
generals able enough, to repel an attack of ten thousand men. But if the 
squadron which I have the honor to command should be destroyed, it is 
not necessary for me to inform you that the Bog^ the Chersony &c. &c. 
would be open to the ravages of the enemy. I would desire from my 
heart that your highness would place one or two batteries under the walls 
of Eimboum, to reinforce the place ; but you must feel that it is impossible 
for me to escort you even under the guns of Kimboum, without having 
first conquered the Turkish fleet My intention is to protect Kimboum, 
and I believe I do so at this moment If I advance I shall find myself in 
a position much less favorable^ without any perceptible advantage. The 
council of war of the squadron and of the flotilla, which I held the 4th of 
June, very inconsiderately determined to abandon the only good position 
in the liman (without knowing the intentions of his highness the prince 
marshal) and to advance three versts to occupy another infinitely more 
exposed and less strong. It was compromitting our means for the 
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remainder of the war, without placiiig Eimboum the least more in safety 
— ^in fact, all was to the oontraiy. We have a stronger foroe in our baiges 
than the Turks, in consequence we can always go to the assistance of 
Eimboum, even against the wind. 

** I have the honor to be, with the most distinguished consideration and 
attachment^ 

*'MtPri»oib,"&c 

Prince Potemkin, if the following letter may be considOTed 
as proof, highly approved of the behavior of Jones, and 
professed to be his friend : 

^Eead quarters^ on the Bog^ near Nova ) 
OrigorersJcy^ June 8<A, 1788. ) 

** To the VioB Admiral. 

" The part you have taken in concert with the Prince of Nassau, in 
uniting your forces with his, and acting thus against the enemy, cannot, 
sir, but give me most particular pleasure. This junction is as necessaiy as 
useful for the service of her imperial majesty, and particularly at this time. 
I recommend it to you, therefore, sir, in the strongest manner possible^ in 
assiuing you that on every occasion it will do me the greatest pleasure to 
appreciate to the empress the services you may render the country. I 
would desire you could defer your operations until I may have a{^>roached 
nearer to you, excepting in case the enemy should give you a good 
opportunity to offer battle, or that the safety of Eimboum should 
require it 

" I have the honor to be, with perfect consideration, 

^^ Sir, your most obedient servant, 

" Prince Potemkin-Tauriciek." 

Although there was not, in the whole fleet on the Liman, or 
on the Black Sea, an officer so well qnalifled to direct the naval 
operations against the Turks as Jones, yet, situated as he was, 
among rival commanders, he found it indispensable to defer his 
judgment to that of others. He appeared to be disposed to 
court the fiivor of Prince Potemkin. 

On the 8th of June the Prince Potemkin had also written to 
tlie vice admiral a letter of thanks in the following terms : 
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""JuneSth, 1788. 
" To the Vice Asmxral. 

" The zeal and intrepidity manifested by your excellency in the affiur 
against the Turks, on the 7th of this month, in aiding the Prince of 
Nassau, merit a just distinction,* and I return you my thanks. I am 
persuaded that such undertakings will contribute much to the honor and 
glory of the Russian arm& 

** Prinos Potemkin-Tauricibn.** 

The Vice Admiral replied to the T*riiice on the lOth 
and llth : — 

"On board the Wolodimer, June lOth, 1788. 
^ The Prince Marshal Potehkin-Tauricisn. 
"Mt Lord^ 
" It is with the highest satisfaction that I find your Highness has been 
pleased with my conduct, and that by your letter which I have just 
received, dated the 8th instant, you have approved of the arrangements 
made by the Prince of Nassau and myself to combine the forces which 
you have confided to us, to act in concert For my own part, as it is my 
glory to serve under your orders, / wUl sacrifice my aim opinion, in 
every imiasue where the interests of Btissia may render it necessary, and 
I shall esteem myself most happy in doing all that honor may require, to 
prove how sensible, and how flattered I am at the goodness and kindness 
of the Empress, and how ambitious I am to merit the firiendship of Your 
Highness, in contributing all in my power to advance the great views you 
entertain for the good of the country. 

" I bave the honor to be, 4c" 

''Wolodim^er, of Oczakof, June llth, 1788. 
^The Prince Marshal Potemkin. 
^'Mr Lord, 

''I am highly flattered by the letter which Your Highness done me 
the honor to write to me the 8th of this month, to inform me that you 
were satisfied with my conduct in the affair of the 7th inst It is a new 
proof of your great and generous soul. I can assure you that I did not 

• For this nSut I reoetved from hw highneM the order ot 8c Anne. 
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enter it to increase my ow& personal inteiMs, but solely ht the benefit'of 
the Russian arms, as I saw the first division of the floialla of Her Imperial 
Majesty in disorder, and in a most ciiticai situation. 

** I have the honor to be, Ac" 

On the 20tli of June, 1788, in a letter to Prince PotemMn, 
the Yice Admiral adverts to an affair between the Buseians 
and the Turks, in which he bore a part, and f<^ which he 
roeeived a second time the thanks of the Prinoe : 

""Wolodimer, of Oamkof, June ^Oth, 1788. 
^ His HighneBs the Prinob Marshal. 
"My Lord, 

" I could not have been more flattered than by tlie letter which it has 
pleased Your Highness to write to me the 19th inst, to mark your satis- 
faction for the victory gained over the enemy, and to do me the pardr 
cular Jumor rf offering me your thanks. This is a reoompesBe grateful 
to a heart entirely devoted to you, and nothing can give me more plesure 
than to find new opportunities to prove my devotion to the interests of 
Russia. 

^ My intention was to have attacked the Turkish fleet at the same in- 
stant 1 perceived the action commence between the fleet of Sevastopole and 
t]^it of the Turks, outside of £jmboum. I would have done it also, if 
Eimboum had been attacked, and our position and our drcumstanoes 
rendered it indispensable that we should remain firm in case of an attack 
We were to conquer or to die^ and my resolution was taken. But it is 
fortunate for us that we did not advance, for it was the intendon of the 
Turks to attack and board us, and if we had been only three verst» farther, 
the attempt would have been made on the 16th (before the vessel of the 
Ci^tain Pasha ran aground, in advancing before the wind with aU bis 
forces to attack us), God only knows what would have been the result 
The Turks had a very large force, and we have been informed by our 
prisoners that they were resolved to destroy us, even by buming them- 
selves (in setting fire to their own vessels, after having grappled with 
ours).* It is certain we should have lost considerably, and it is at least 

< * Befora tbeir departure from GmstaDtinopIe, dier 0woie by the beard of the 
Soltaa to execute this hortibte plan ; and if Providenee had not caoaed ita failnra 
firom two eiroumaUooea which no man could foresee, Cherson, being without a 
ganiaon, would have fallen into their power the next day, with all the proviaona and 
military atoras, as well for the anmy as for the navy. 
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to be prosamed that our veaaek would have been rendered unfit for ser^ 
vicsBy 80 that, I repeat, Proddenoe has highly &vored us. 

'* Your HighncHB can now look upon the capture of Oczakoff as oertaiQ- 
as tbe most superior means and arraagementB can sender militivy opMH- 
tioDBk We learn hj our prisoners that there are eight thousand troops in 
that place, who are but badly disciplined. There remains only witii 
fiaaaaa Pacha fear vessels of his fleet, to wit t One small iHgate, one 
acboooeiv <>n^ sloop-of-war, and one chebec aground, but the flotUIa is still 
with him. I would not have been surprised to have been attacked ki the 
inght ; they are greatiy enraged, and, in consequence, will oomi&it 
some despecate acts. Each day some of their men are hung up to the 
yard arm. 

^ I bave tbe honor to be^ with the most psrfect attachment^ 'ifec.^' 



Being before Oczakoff, on tbe 29tb of August, 1788, he wrote 
to Mr. Jefferson. In one part of his letter he speaks doubtingly 
of his situation : — 



"On board th4 Wohdimer, hefwe Oczakoff^ ) 
Auf. 29— d Sept, 1788. ) 
" His Excellency Thohas Jeftsbsok, Esq. 
^ Dear Sib, 

" Since I wrote you last from Ck>penhagen, the 8th of April, I have 
been very much hurried ; but my greatest difficulty has not been want of 
time, but want of a private opportunity to write to you. Mr. Littlepage is 
now on the point of leaving Uie army of the Prince Marechal de Potem- 
Idn, and talks of being at Paris in the month of October ; I avail myself 
therefore^ of the opportunity he offers to send you enclosed a copy of my 
last letter from Copenhagen, with a copy of Uie official letter I received 
from the Count de Bemstorfif^ and a copy of the letter I have just received 
on the subject <rf my public business there, from Monsieur Framery, 
Secretaiy to the Legation of France at the Court of DenmariC| informing 
me he had received and forwarded to you the answer I expected from the 
Consul of France, at B«[gen in Norway. This last must necessarily make 
you acquainted with all you wanted to know respecting our claim on the 
Court of Denmark. 

^ The within letter to the Marquis de la Fayette was intended for you 
fls well as him, and I send you the ec^y because I am not sure if he 
recdved the origbaL The American constitQtion, I suppoM, is i ~ 
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but I am still afraid of the danger that may result from entmating the 
President with such tempting power as military rank and command must 
give him ! I can isx no situation, however remote I am, be easy, while the 
liberties of America seem |o me to be in danger. 

^I leave to Mr. littlepage to inform you particularly of the miMtaiy 
events that have taken place here this campaign. I can take no delight 
in telling over tales of blood. God knows there has been too much of it 
spilt ! Scenes of horror have been acted mider my eyes in which, how- 
ever, I have the happiness to s^, I had no part 

"• I pray you to inform me, if you possibly can, what is become of Mvs. 

T . I am astonished to have heard nothing from her since I left Paris. 

I had written to her frequently, before I left Copenhagen. If you cannot 
hear of and see her, you will oblige me much by writing a note to 
Monsieur Dubois, Commissaire du Regiment des Guardes Fran^ais, vis k 
vis la Rue de Vivienne, Rue neuve des petits Champs, desiring to speak 
with him. He will wait on you inmiediately. . You must know, that 
besides my own purse, which was very considerable, I was good natured, or, 
if you please, foolish enough to borrow for her four thousand four hundred 
livres. Now Mr. Dubois knows that transaction, and as she received the 
money entire from me for the reimbursement, I wish to know if she has 
acquitted the debt ? When that afiair is cleared up, I shall be better able 
to judge of the rest 

*^I am, with perfect esteem, dear Sir, ^c" 

^Copenhagen, May Bd, 1788. 
'' Commodore Paul Jones, St Peteisburg. 
" Dear Commodore, 

" The packet which M. Dechezlaux, Consul of France at Berghen in 
Norway, as you informed me at your departure, was about to forward 
you to Copenhagen, arrived on the 26th ult to my address, accompanied 
by a letter from this Consul requesting me to transmit it to you. On the 
29th I had the pleasure to expedite it, agreeably to your wishes, addressed 
to Mr. Jeflferson, through the channel of the Department of Foreign 
Affiurs, for greater safety. I have seized with eagemeas this occasion, to 
offer my services to that minister, in every thing that could interest or 
please him in this country, without saying more, leaving the rest to your 
disposal. The advance which I made on account of the expenses of the 
packet which was very voluminous, amounting to 6rixd. 4m. 12s. or 30liv. 
10s. Tour. I have requested of M. Jefferson to remit for my account to M. 
J. F. Frin, banker, rue de Carroussel, at Paris. 

''It is to be believed you are yet at St Petersburg. I will learn with 
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mcreaaed gratification joxa arrival in this capital^ as reports are in circula- 
tion here that you have perished in a storm in the Gulf of Finland, but 
as the reladoD of this pretended misfortune changes ev^rj day, I am still 
persuaded that it exists only in the mouths of evil disposed persons, who 
first ferged and spread the account My good nvishes accompany you in 
eyery part of the world, animated by the remembrance of the fHendship 
you expressed tor me when at Copenhagen. The Baron de la Houze to 
whom I mentioned that I was about to write to you, has charged me 
renew to you the assurance of the sentiments of esteem and real attachment 
with which you have inspired him. He is so £eu- from giving credence to the 
report which I have mentioned, that he awaits by the arrival of every 
courier, the letter which you promised to write him, as soon as you had 
reached your port of destination. 

"^ Affidrs are here in neariy the same situation as you left them, only 
that the Prince Charles of Hesse Cassel arrived in this capital a few days 
since, on account of the voyage which the Prince Royal of Denmark is 
about to make this summer to Norway, where the Prince Charles will 
precede him by a few weeks, in order to receive him ; Hie voyage is fixed 
for the l7th of the next month. Everything appears very peaceable 
and tranquil in this country, even to the armament of 12 ships of the line 
and 8 frigates, which the King of Sweden has ordered to Carlscrone, since 
the Danish government confines itself, at least for the present, to 4 ships 
of the line and 2or S frigates ; but as we are not ignorant of the state of 
the finances of Gustavus HL, it is asked, what power it is that furnishes 
him the necessary means of fitting out a squadron of such considerable 
ferce ? If it is England, or rather the Porte 9 what is the intention of this 
monarch, as the armament is by fiur too large for a mere naval parade, 
and then, too small for any enterprise whatever f In fine, it is not known 
where his Swedish majesty will procure, in a season already so far 
advanced, a sufficient number of sailors to man his ships. These are, sir, 
the reflections which are made in Denmark, while you are gathering new 
laurels under the auspices of the immortal Catharine. I shall certainly not 
be the less happy to applaud your glorious successes ; and the satisfEiction 
I shall feel in seeing them public will equal the sincere devotion and 
profound respect with which I have the honor to be, kc 

^ Framsrt, 
*^ Secretary of Legation of His Most Christian Majesty.** 

^ P.S. The Count de Bemstorff informed the Baron de la Houze, in his 
last conference, that he was about to send plenipotentiary powers to the 
Baron de Blome, minister plenipotentiary to our court, to treat definitively 
with Mr. Jefierson, on the affiur which was in agitation during your 
residence in Copenhagen. 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONBB. 

On the 18tb of October, 1Y88, fix>m some eause or otiher, not 
fully explained, but in all probability from his having presumed 
to dispute the accuracy of the accounts which Prince Potemkin 
transmitted to the empress, of the military and naval operations 
under his direction, the command of the vice admiral was 
transferred from the Liman to the Northern Seas. The follow- 
ing extract from the preface of Eaton's Survey of the Turkish 
Empire, may serve to explain the principal motive of this 
change, which, in effect, was equivalent to a suspension from all 
present employment in the navy : — 

W. Eaton's survey of the Turkish Empire.— 2d Ed. London, 1799. — 
Preface to the 1st Edition. 

''It is a difficult thing at all times to discover truth, amidst the 
misrepresentations of courts, of ministers, of commanders. Should any 
one write, for instance, the history of the last war between Russia and 
Turkey, he would take for his guide, in relating the first event, the siege 
of Oczacoff, the accounts published by the court of St Petersbmg, and the 
reports of the commanders. There he would find a brilliant victory gained 
by Prince Nassau over the Turkish fleet in the liman ; but if he could get 
the report made by Paul Jones to the admiralty of Cherson, signed by aQ 
the commanders of the fleet, he would find that no engagement took 
place (except a distant cannonade) ; that the Turkish ships ran aground 
by their ignorance and bad manoeuvres ; and that Nassau with his ftotUUiy 
instead of taking possession of them, set them on fire. This journal whidi 
I have read, and taken an extract firom, was forbidden by Prince Potemkin 
to be sent to Petersburg, and the whole campaign, as it stands on ree(»d, 
is nearly a romance. The fortress might have been taken the 1st of July 
with more ease than on the 6th of December, 1788, and the commander- 
in-chief knew it I was at the opening of the trenches, and at the 
storming of the place, and therefore can speak of fJEU^ts to which I was an 
eje-witness." 

It was on the 18th of October, 1788, that Prince Potemkin 
communicated to Yice Admiral Jones, an order to repair to 
St. Petersburg, in these terms : 
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« October IWA, 1788. 
** Order tcr the Vice Admiral, 

^ AooordiDg to the desire of her imperia] majesty, your place of service 
is fixed in the Northern seas ; and as this squadron, and the flotilla, are 
placed by me under the orders of the vice admiral and the ChevaUer de 
Nordivincff, your excellency will in consequence proceed on the said 
voyage ; principally, as the squadron in the Liman, on account of the 
season being so &r advai^ced, cannot be united with that of Sevastopol. 

" Prince PoTKaiKiN-TAURiciKN." 

The prince, ho'wever, was generous. He possessed an 
elevated soul ; and, on the departure of the vice admiral, gave 
him the subjoined recommendatory certificate to the Empress 
Catharine: 

From His ISghness the Prikcb Marshal to Her Imperial Hiohness 
of all the Russias. 

^At the camp before Oczacofy Oct 81—11 JVw. 1788. 

"Madam, 

** In placing before the august throne of your Imperial Majesty, his 
Excellency the Vice Admiral Paul Jones, I take, wiUi submission, the 
liberty to certify the ardor and zeal which he has always shown for the 
service of your Imperial Majesty ; endeavoring to render himself worthy of 
the august &vor of your Imperial Majesty. 

"^ The most fiiithful subject of your Imperial Majesty, 

** Prince Potbmkin, Tawritcheskoy.** 

Anived at St Petersbnrg, the vice admiral addressed a letter 
to Hr. Jefferson, in which it is plainly to be perceived, that he 
began to cast about him for new enterprises : but more particu- 
larly with a view to the promotion of the interests of the United 
States: 

""St. Petersburg, Jan. 16—26, 1789. 
*^ His Excellency Thomas Jkffbbson, Esq. 
'<MtDbab&r, 
<< Having wrote you fdXtf respectuig the Denmark biisinen by Mr. 
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Littlepage, with the papers necessary to finish it, I now have the honor to 
transmit you the extract of my journal that you wish to communicate to 
the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres on the subject of the medal 
with which I am honored by Congress. — ^I have only at present to infonn 
you that I returned here from the Black Sea a short time ago, by the 
special desire of her imperial majesty ; but I know not yet my ^ture 
destination. — I congratulate you on the establishment of the new American 
Constitution. Among other good effects, a marine force will naturally 
result from it If there is still a disposition to send a force against the 
Algerines, would it not be a good thing to conclude a treaty with this 
country, and make the war a common cause in the Mediterranean. The 
Turks and Algerines are together, and acted in conjunction against us 
bqfore Oczacoff A treaty might now be concluded, permitting Her 
Imperial Majesty to enlist seamen in America, and assuring to America, 
after the peace, a free navigation to and from the BladL Sea. — ^If you 
approve of this idea in general, various other things will necessarily be 
engrafted in the treaty, and I flatter myself I may obtain the command of 
the force destined to act in conjunction with that of the United States. 

" I beg to hear from you as soon as possible, and I hope to be &vored 
with your sentiments, as I have already had some oonvenataon with 
this government on the subject — ^Please to mention the situation of your 
arrangement with the Court of Denmark. 

^* Present my best respects to the Marquis and to Mr. Short I con- 
gratulate you all on the happy acquisition of liber^ in France. Hia 
present majesty has established a more glorious title than any of his 
predecessors, and posterity will bless his memory. 

** I avail myself of an express that is just setting out from the office of 
foreign afiairs, so that I have not time even to copy this. 

**I am, dear sir, yours," Sec 

" St. Petersburg, January 20thSUt, 1789. 
^ His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"My Dear Sib, 
'* I had the honor to write you a line the 15th-26th from this place, 
where I am arrived a short time ago from the BUick Sea. I send enclosed 
an extract of the journal of my campaign in 1779, as you desired ; and I 
now enclose an extract of the letter I wrote you by Mr. Little Page. I 
have heard nothing from him since he left me. I know only that he 
arrived at Warsaw, but am quite uncertain about his return, as he pro- 
posed, to Paris. I can only inform you that I returned here by the 
special desire of the empress, but I know not as yet how or where I am to 
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be employed hr the next campaign. I mentioned in mj last, as my 
Opinion, that if the new government of America determines to chastise the 
Algerines, I think it now a fitvorable moment to conclude a treaty with 
Russia. The Turks atid Algerines were combined against us on the Black 
Sea. The United States could grant leave for Russia to enhst American 
seamen ; and making a common cause with Russia in the Mediterranean, 
America might, at the peace, obtain a free navigation to and from the 
Black Sea. K such a treaty were to take place, I believe I could obtain 
the command of the combined force ; ' at least no objection would be made 
to it here. Such a connexion might lead to various mutual advantages in 
the commerce between the two nations. I beg to hear from you and to 
know the situation of our claim on the court of Denmark, for the only 
objection made by the Count Bernsdorff is now removed, by the establish- 
ment of the new American constitution. 

" I am, with perfect esteem and attachment," &c. 

The vice admiral remained a considerable time at Petersbni^, 
enjoying the esteem of the empress, but obnoxious to the 
calumnies of the English party at that court. The annexed 
documents show that he had a fresh project in contemplation, 
and that he was, at least in some degree, countenanced in it by 
the Kussian ministry : 

Secret note addressed to the Minister at St Petersburg by the Vice- 

AdmiraL 

"/ttiwe/A, 1789. 

'* The great object of a Russian fleet in the Mediterranean is to endeavor 
to cut off the communication between Egypt and the coast of Syria with 
Constantinople, from whence they procure their corn, rice, coffee, &c. 
This operation will oblige them to withdraw a very considerable part of 
their fleet from the Black Sea. To encompass this end, I ask a carte- 
blanche^ and only, exdusive of snuill boats, five large vessels, like the East- 
Indiamen which are purchased in London after they have made three 
voyages, and which carry from for^ to fifty guns. They are strong ves- 
•ek and good sailers, lliey are sent from London to Naples under the 
English flag, under pretext of being engaged in mercantile enterprizes. 
No person can have anything to say against it The crews of these vessels 
being arrived in Italy, would engage in the service of Russia. For the 
rest we would easily find good sailors at Malta and at Naples. 
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^ I would employ two small French veoBeh between Malta and Naples 
trading to Smyrna to procure continual news from Constantinople, and o€ 
the force and position of the Turkish fleet There are some very important 
blows to be made, but in order to succeed we must iK>t speak of this mat- 
ter beforehand. 

^ We are informed that the want of provisions at Constantinople has 
occasioned a rebellion, discouraged the people, and caused a great deao*- 
tion of the troops. It is the policy of the Vizier to render himself popular 
by providing sufficiently for ^em. 

^ I have the honor to be, Ac" 

" To the Minister of State at St Petersbuig. 

« St. Petersburg, June 18<A— 24<A, 1789. 

" The detachment of vessels of which your excellency has spoken to me, 
cannot but be very advantageous to the operations which I had projected: 
however, I r^ard the means mentioned in the private note which I 
addressed to you, as a thing most useful, and which will not cost so much 
in proportion. I would wish, since cireumstances will permit of it^ to unite 
the means, and then I think we will have reason to be content with the 
advantages which will be the result 

'* I mantioned to your excellency that I am the only officer who has 
made the campaign of Liman without being promoted, but I b^ you to 
believe that I did not enter into the service of Russia to create difficulties, 
and since the Empress has granted me her esteem and confidence, I desire 
nothing else, except occasions to prove my attachment by new services. 

"^ I have the honor to be, &c" 

That Jones was hated and slandered by the BritiBh party 
upon his first arrival at St. Petersburg, and when he returned 
to that city from before Oczakoff, is confirmed not only by his 
own letters to his firiends, but by a passage in Tooke's life 
of Catharine 11. Tooke's work has long occupied a place in 
our libraries, both public and private; and an extract firom it is 
inserted here for the purpose of demonstrating to the reader 
the little confidence that is to be placed in the narrative of his 
work, and upon what slender materials some authors venture to 
detail events. The Vice Admiral was disliked by the British 
officers in the Bussian service because they envied his glory, at 
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that time reviled tbe American name and character, and 
because he stood in their way to preferment. Tooke, imbibing 
the prejudices of his countrymen, and intermingling with them 
a bitterness of spirit of his own, declares him to have been " a 
pirate and rmiegadoP But in what instance did Jones fight or 
capture without a regular commission ? In what respect was 
he " a pirate and renegado " more than the American people in 
general, who, before the revolutionary war, were all British 
subjects ? Enjoying the fi'iendship of Franklin, of Jefferson, 
of Adams, and of all the distinguished citizens of the United 
States of his day, honored by the Bang of France with a sword 
and the Order of Military Merit, by Congress with a gold 
medal, received by the Court of Denmark with personal dis- 
tinctions, and invested by the Empress of Kussia with the 
command of a Vice Admiral, and decorated for his brilliant 
achievements with the Order of St. Anne, was it for Mr. Tooke 
to brand a man so respected and honored with the name of 
" pirate and renegado ? " Upon the evidence adduced in the 
present volume an impartial world will decide between the 
heroic Jones and his calumniators. 



From W, Tooke'9 Life of Catharine .11, of Bussia, Vol 2, p. 252^ 

1788. 

" Another naval armament was prepared, with no less industry, for the* 
service of the Euxine ; but Russia not being able to cope with her enemy 
there, in the number or strength of line-of-battle ships which she could 
bring into action, intended to supply this defect by die constnietaon of ai 
numerous flotilla, composed of frigates, gallies, gun-boats, and various 
descriptions of hght vessels, calculated to act near the shores, in a depth 
of water which would not admit the approach of capital ships. It was, 
howefver, principally intended for the security of Kimboum, by rendering 
the entrance of the Dniepe inaccessible to the Turkish fleet As these 
vessels were not, on this service, hable to be exposed to the dangers of the 
teas and storms, they were accordingly fortified with a tremendous 
artillery, composed of heavy battering cannon, and of large mortars ; and 
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besides excellently stored with aUe seamen and veteran soldiers ; they 
were eminently fitted for the designed purpose. The prince of Nassau, 
who had been heard of in the late war, both in the French unfortunate 
attempt on the island of Jersey, and in the still more disastrous attack of 
the combined nations of France and Spain on the fcrtress of Gibraltar, 
and whose uncommon rage for adventure and eagerness to signalize him- 
self, have led him almost to every part of the world where any service was 
to be performed, or danger encountered, was appointed to the command 
of the naval armament on the Euxine." 

P. 259. — "It is well known that there is a want of native oflSoers of 
sufficient ability and experience, to conduct the operations of the Russian 
navy with judgment and eflfect It was not perhiqjs in the nature of 
things that this deficiency could be fully supplied by foreigners. It was, 
however, the only resource, and the conclusion of the American war 
afforded a considerable supply of young English officers, whose minds 
were too alert to live out of action, if it could any where be found. Few, 
if any of these, had risen to any higher rank in their own ser\'ice than 
that of lieutenant, so that the command of single ships seemed the highest 
advancement to which they could yet be competent. They were, how- 
ever, of the utmost importance to Russia in the present state of tilings ; 
and Great Britain, notwithstanding the jealousies subsisting between the 
two courts, refrained from proceeding to the extremity of recalling them 
home. 

"This known scarcity of conunanders could not fail to attract the atten- 
tion of foreign adventurers, who had acquired any experience and 
reputation in maritime affairs. Of this number was the English pirate 
and renegado Paul Jones, who had rendered himself so notorious in the 
American war, by the mischief which he did to the trade of his country, 
and whose desperate courage, which only served to render his atrocioiisr 
ness conspicuous, would, in a good cause, have entitled him to honor. 

" This man could not but experience the common &te incident to his 
character ; and, finding that he did not meet the consideration which he 
expected in America, he made a tender of his services to the court of St 
Petersburg, where he was gladly received, and immediately appointed to 
a high command in the grand fleet which was under equipment at Cron- 
stadt. The British officers, full of those national and professional ideas of 
honor, which they had imbibed in their own country and service, con- 
sidered this appointment as the highest affront that could be oflfered to 
them, and a submission to it an act of such degradation that no time or 
circumstance could wipe away the dishonor. They accordingly went in a 
body, to the amount of near thirty, without a single dissentient lagging 
behind, or hesitating on the account of inconvenience or penonal distreflSi 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHK PATTL JONES. 307 

to lay down their commissioiis ; declaring at the same tune that it was 
impoaeible for them to ser?e under, or to act in any manner or capacity 
whatever, with a pirate or a renegado. 

"Nothing could have been more vexatious, or more embarrassing to 
the Court of St Petersburg, at the present critical period, than the 
spirited conduct of the officers. Punctilios of honor operating in the 
&ce of command, was a thing unheard of in that service. No Russian, 
under the first rank or order, would dare to insinuate such an idea. As 
it was, it could not be considered as less than a direct insult to the court, 
and any submiasion to it as a grievous derogation from its dignity. It 
would, besides, establish a precedent which might be troublesome or 
dangerous with respect to her own subjects. It was well for the officers that 
they were not the members of a small state, and that this did not happen 
in a season of peace, when their services might be dispensed with. The 
necessity of the time however prevailed. The appointment of Paul 
Jones to a command in the Cronstadt fleet was recalled ; and that adven- 
tvaear (whose character of an impetuous courage had made an impression on 
the court fiur beyond its real value) was ordered to the armament in the 
Euxine, as second to the Prince of Nassau. In the meantime a report was 
raised of a scandalous adventure with a ^rl, which making a noise in the 
town, occasioned him to think it advisable to quit the country entirely." 

The story of the " scandalous adventure with a girl,'' alluded 
to by Tooke, at first made an impression on the mind of Catha- 
rine unfavorable to the Admiral ; but, on investigation, it was 
discovered to have been a base invention of his enemies. The 
following letter from the Count de Segur, which does equal 
credit to the head and the heart of that illustrious nobleman, 
is conclusive as to this particular : 

Copies of the letter from Cpunt de Segur, Minister Plenipotentiary from 
France to St. Petersburg, to the Count D'Estems, Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Most Christian Majesty, near His Majesty the King 
of Prussia, and the Chevalier Bourgoing, Minister Plenipotentiary 
from France to Hamburg. 

" St Pttenhurg, August 26fA, 1789. . 
"Sir, 
^ The Vice Admiral Paul Jones, who will have the honor to deliver 
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this letter, commanded durmg the last campaign^ a RuflBian squadron 
stationed on the Liman. The empress has decorated bim on this occasion 
vrith the order of St Ann. He had a right by his actions to a promotion 
and to a recompense, but this celebrated sailor, knowing better how to 
conduct himself in tlie midst of his battles than in courts, has oflfended by 
his frankness some of the most powerful people, and amongst others the 
Prince Potemkin. His enemies and his rivals bave profited by his 
momentary disgrace to hasten lus destruction. Calumny has served their 
purposes, they have given credit to reports absolutely fsJse — they bave 
accused him of violating a girl. The empress being deceived has forbid 
him the court, and wished to bring him to trial Every person has 
abandoned him, I alone have upheld and defended him. The countiy to 
wbich he belongs, the order of military merit which he bean, and which 
be has so nobly acquired, his brilliant reputation, and, above all, our long 
acquaintance, have made it a law to me : my cares have not been in vain, 
I have caused his innocence to be acknowledged. He has repaired to 
court, and has kissed the hand of the sovereign, but he will not remain in 
a country where he believes himself to have been treated with injustice. 
However, he has not given in bis resignation. The empress still preserves 
for him his rank, his emoluments, and only grants him permission to 
absent himself for a limited time. The true motive of his departure is 
founded on his own discontent But he has made use of, as a pretext, 
important affidrs which call him to France, to Denmark, and whidi may, 
perhaps, require his presence in America. I beg you, sir, to render to 
this brave man, as interesting by the reverses of fortune which he has met 
with as by his past success, every service which may be in your power. 
It will lay me under a true obligation, and I shall share in a lively manner 
his gratitude. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

" Le Count Segub." 

The vice admiral, it will have been observed, had himself 
solicited leave of absence, retaining his rank, and its emolu- 
ments. His enemies seized the opportunity to circulate a rumor 
that he was in disgrace. To counteract the effect of this report, 
his friend Oount Segur wrote to Count Montmorin as follows : 

** St. Petersburg, July 21«(, 1789. 
^ The CouFT Montmorin. 

" Monsieur, 

« The enemies of the Vice Admiral Paul J(meB, having caused to be 
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drcnkted reports entaielj destitute of foundation oonoeming the voyage 
which this general officer is about to undertake, I would wish the 
enclosed article, the authenticity I guaranty, should be inserted in the 
Gazette of France, and in the other public papers, which are submitted to 
the inspection of your department This article will undeceive those who 
have believed the calumny, and will prove to the friends and to the com- 
patriots of the vice admiral that he has sustained the reputation acquired 
by his bravery and his talents during the last war ; that the empress 
desires to retain him in her service, and that if he absents himself at this 
moment it is with his own free-will, and for particular reasons which 
cannot leave any stain on his honor. 

'*The glorious marks of the satisfaction and bounty of the king towards 
Mr. Paul Jones, his attachment to France, which he has served so usefully 
in the conmion cause, his rights as a Subject and as an admiral of the 
United States, the protection of the ministers of the king, and my personal 
friendship for this distinguished officer, with whom I made a campaign in 
America, are so many reasons which appear to me to justify the interest 
which I took in all that concerned him during his stay in Russia. 

"^ I have the lionor to be, &c 

" Count dk Skgur." 

Article to be inserted in the public prints, and particubirly in the Gazette 

of France. 

''St. Petersburg, July 21st, 1789. 
** The Vice Admiral Paul Jones being on the point of returning to 
France, where private affairs require his presence, had the honor to take 
leave of the empress the 7th of this month, and to be admitted to kiss the 
hand of her imperial majesty. This general officer, so celebrated by his 
brilliant actions during the course of the American war, was called in 1787 
to the service of her imperial majesty, who confided to him the command 
of her vessels of war stationed on the Liman, during the campaign of 
1788. As a mark of favor for his conduct during this campaign, the 
empress has decorated him with the insignia of the order of St. Ann, and 
her imperial majesty, satisfied with his services, only grants him permis- 
sion to absent himself for a limited time, and stiU preserves for him his 
emoluments and his rank. 

" Count db Skour." 

The slander was finally put to rest. Among other letters of 
congratulation, the vice admiral received one from the Barou 
de la Houze, minister plenipotentiaiy of France at CSopeohagen : 
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"^ Copenha^en^ FBbruary 9<J^ 1790. 

"* The l^oe Admiral J. Paul Joku. 
"Sir, 

'^ It is but a few days sinoe I reodved wiHi Hie letter with which yoa 
have honored me of the 29th of Deoanber, the oopiee of that of the Connt 
de Segur, which you have been pleased to communicate to me, and which 
were accompanied by the artide inserted on your account in the Gazette 
of France, and whidi I had read. This article, which has been repeated 
in many foreign gazettes, has entirely destroyed all the venomous efiects 
which calumny had employed to tarnish Uie distinguished reputation 
which you have acquired by your talents and your valor. In consequence, 
public opinion still continues to render you justice, and the most noble 
revenge you can take on your enemies is to gather fresh laurels. The 
celebrated Athenian general Themistocles has said that he did not envy 
the situation of one who was not envied. As to the afiair, oonoeming 
which you speak to me, and in which you have been witness to my zeal, 
as well for your compatriots as for my own, it remains still at the same 
point where you left it on your departure for St Petersburg, the 15th 
April, 1788. A note in answer, which the Count de Bemstorff addressed 
to you on the 4th, keeps always in view the afiair which you negotiated 
with him, but for the conclusion of which you are not clothed with the 
necessary plenipotentiary powers. You know, however, that according to 
the note of the Count de Bemstorfi^ Paris ought to have been the seat of 
the negotiation between the Baron de Blome, Envoy Extraordinaiy of His 
Danish Majesty, and Mr. Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of North America near the king. You inform me that Mr. Jefferson 
IS at present in America, where he has been appointed Secretary of State 
for foreign affairs. No pers6n, then, can better instruct than him his 
successor to Paris, to take up the thread of this negotiation with the Baron 
de Blome. I spoke, three days since, to the Count de BemstorS^ who 
perseveres according to what he told me, in all that he mentioned to yoa 
in his note of the 4th of April, 1788, but this minister observed to me 
that the circumstances of the actual crisis of Europe did not permit him 
to follow at this time the negotiation, which it appeared to him best to 
keep back until the return of a calm. 

" When I shall have the pleasure to see M. Broseronde, our consul at 
Elsineur, I shall take care to renew to him the assurance of your remem- 
brance, to which he will most certainly be sensible, as likewise is M. 
Framery, Secretary of my L^ration, who begs you to accept his compliments 
and his thanks. 

'* You will part, in all probability, about the commencement of the fine 
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aeason to retam to Russia. I wish that jour voyage may procure me, as 
you have given me reason to expect, satisfaction to express personally to 
JOQ the distinguished sentiments of attachment and consideration with 
which I have the honor to be, sir, 

^ Your obedient^ dbc 

^^Lb Baron bx la Houze." 



This letter of the Baron de la Honze looked forward to 
Jones's speedy return to the Russian service, and the subjoined 
address to Prince Potemkin evinces the desire of Jones to do 
so. At the same time that Jones, with the frankness of a man 
of courage, apologizes to the prince for what he supposed had 
offended him, he vindicates his own character with freedom 
and enei^ : 

*' Paris, July 24th, 1790. 
^ To His Highness the Prince Marshal. 
^ My Lord, 

^ I do not think it becomes me to let pass the occasion of the return of 
your aid-de-camp, to congratulate you on the brilliant success of your 
operations since I had the honor to serve under your orders; and to 
express to you, in all the sincerity of my heart, the regret I feel in not 
being fortunate enough to contribute thereto. 

'^ After the campaign of Liman, when I had leave, according to the 
special desire of Her Imperial Majesty, to return to the department of the 
northern seas, your Highness did me the &vor to grant me a letter of 
recommendation to the Empress, and to tell me in these words, ^ Rely 
upon my attachment I am disposed to grant you the most solid proofs 
of my friendship, for the present and for the future.' Do you recollect 
them f This discourse was too flattering for me to forget it, and I hope 
you will permit me to remind you of it Circumstances, and the high 
rank of my enemies, have deprived me of the benefits which I had dared 
to hope from the esteem which you had expressed for me, and which I 
had endeavored to merit by my services. You know the disagreeable 
flitnation in which I was placed, but if, as I dared to believe, I have pre- 
served your good opinion, I may still hope to see it followed by advantages, 
which it will be my glory to owe to you. M. de Simolin can testify to 
you that my attachment to Russia, and to the great princess who is its 
flovereign, has always been constant and durable. I attended to my duties, 
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and not to my fortune. I have been wrong, and I avow it with a Irank- 

ness which carriee with it its own excuse. — 1. That I did not request of 

you a carte-blanche, and the abac^ute command of all the fatoes of the 

Liman. — 2. To have written to your Highness under feelings highly 

excited, on the 14-25th October, 1788. These are my faults. If mj 

enemies have wished to impute others to me, I swear before God, that 

they are a calumny. It only rests with me, my lord, to unmask the 

villainy of my enemies, by publishing my journal of the operations of the 

campaign of Liman, with the proofe dear as the day, and which I have in 

my hands. It only rests with me to prove that I directed, under your 

orders, all the useful operations against the Captain Pasha ; that it was I 

who beat him on the 7th of June ; that it was I, and the brave men I 

commanded, who conquered him on the l7th of June, and who chased 

into the sands two of his largest galleys, before our flotilla was ready to 

fire a single shot, and during the time a very considerable part of the 

force of the enemy remained at anchor inmiediately in the rear of my 

squadron; that it was I who gave to General Suwarrow, (he had the 

nobleness to declare it at court before me, to the most respectable wit^ 

nesses,) the first project to establish the battery and breastworks on the 

Isthmus of Einbourn, and which was of such great utility on the night of 

the 1 7-1 8th June; that it was I, in person, who towed, with my sloops 

and other vessels, the batteries which were the nearest to the place the 1st 

July, and who took the Turkish galleys by boarding, very mudi in advance 

of our line, whilst some gentlemen who have been too highly rewarded in 

consequence of it^ were content to remain in the rear of the stragglers of 

our line, if I may be allowed to use the expression, sheltered from danger. 

Tou have seen yourself^ my lord, that I never valued my person, on any 

occasion, where I had the good fortune to act under your eye. The whole 

of Europe acknowledges my veracity, and grants me some military talents, 

which it would give me pleasure to employ in the service of Russia, under 

your orders. The time will arrive, my lord, when you will know the exact 

truth of what I have told you. Time is a sovereign master. It will teach 

you to appreciate the man, who, loaded with your benefits, departed from 

the Court of Russia with a memorial prepared by other hands and the 

enemies of your glory, and of which memorial he made no use, because 

your brilliant success at the taking of Oczakof^ which he learned on hk 

arrival in White-Russia, gave the lie to all the h<»TQrs which had been 

brought forward to enrage the Empress against you. Tou know it wm 

the echo of another intriguer at the Court of Vienna. In fine, time will 

teach you, my lord, that I am neither a mountebank nor a swindler, but a 

man, true and loyal. I rely upon the attachment and friendship whidk 

you promised me : I rely on it, because I feel myself worthy of it : I 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL J0NB8. 313 

reclaim your promise, because jou are just, and I know you are a lover of 
truth. 

'^ I commanded, aild was the only responsible person in the campaign 
of Liman, the others being only of infenor rank, or simple volunteers : I 
am, however, the only one who has not been promoted or rewarded. I 
am extremely thankful for the order of St Ann, which you procured for 
me, according to your letter of thanks /or my conduct in the affair of the 
^th of June, which was not decisive. The I7th June, I gained over the 
Captain Pasha a complete victory, which saved Cherson and Kinboum, 
the terror of which caused the enemy to lose nine vessels of war, in their 
precipitate flight on the following night, under the cannon of the battery 
and breastwork which I had caused to be erected on the Isthmus of Kin* 
bourn. On this occasion I had the honor again to receive a letter of 
thanks ; but my enemies and my rivals have found means to abuse your 
confidence, since they have been exclusively rewarded. They merited 
rather to have been punished for having burnt nine armed prizes with 
their crews, which were absolutely in our power, having previously ran 
aground under our guns. 

^^ I have been informed that, according to the institution of the order 
of St George, I have the right to claim its decoration in the second class, 
for the victory of the seventeenth of June, but I rely upon your justice and 
generosity. 

^I regret that a secret project which I addressed to the Count du 
Besborodska, the 6th of June of the last year, has not been adopted. I 
communicated this project to the Baron de Beihler, who has promised me 
to speak to you of it 

'^ I was detained in St Petersburg until the end of August, in order to 
hinder me, as I have heard, from proceeding into the service of Sweden — 
my poor enemies, how I pity Uieml But for. this circumstance, my 
intention was to have presented myself at your head-quarters, in the hope 
to be of some utility ; and the Baron de Beihler, in departing from St 
Petersburg in order to join you, promised me to assure you of my devo- 
tion ioi the service of your department, and that I held myself ready to 
letum to you the instant I was called. My conduct has not since changed, 
although I hold in my hand a parole for two years, and I regard eighteen 
months of this parole, in a time of war, more as a punishment than as a 

&V(M*. 

^ I hope that your Highness will succeed in concluding peace this year 
with the Turks ; but in a contrary case, if it should please you to recall 
me to take conunand of the fleet in the ensuing campaign, I would ask 
permission to bring with me the French officer concerning whom I spoke 
to you, with one or two others, who are good tactidaitt, and who have 
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some knowledge of war. On my return here, I received a gold medal^ 
granted me by the unanimous voice of Congrees, at the moment I reoaved 
a parole from this honorable body. The United States have decreed me 
this honor, in order to perpetual^ the remembrance of the services which 
I rendered to America eight yean previous, and have ordered a copy to 
be presented to all the sovereigns and all the academies of Europe, with 
the exception of Great Britain. There is reason to believe that your High* 
ne6s will be numbered among the sovereigns of Europe, in consequence of 
the treaty of peace which you are about to conclude with the Turks ; but 
in any case, if a copy of my medal will be acceptable to you, as a mark 
of my attachment to your person, it will do me an honor to oflfer it to 
you. 

^' I have the honor to be, &cJ* 



The following letter which the Vice Admiral wrote to the 
Empress Catharine, on the 25th of February, 1791, exhibits in 
mieqnivocal terms, the womid inflicted on his feelings and the 
pain which he endured from the unpleasant situation in which 
he was suffered to remain: — 

"Pam,jP«6. 26-8 Marehj 1791. 
*^ Her Impkrial Majesty of all the Ruasias. 
'< Madam, 
^ If I could imagine that the letter which I had the honor to write to 
Your Majesty from Warsaw, Sept 25th-6th Oct 1789, had come to 
hand, it would he without douht indiscreet in me to heg you to cast your 
eyes on the documents enclosed which cuxuse no person^ and the only 
intent of which is to let you see that in the important campaign of Liman, 
the part which I played was not either that of a Zero or of a Harlequin 
which required * to he made a colonel at the tail of his regiment' I 
have in my hands the means to prove incontestahly that I directed all the 
useful operations against the Captain Pasha. The task which was given 
me at this critical conjuncture was very difficult I was obliged to sacri- 
fice my own opinion and risk my military reputation for the benefit of 
your Empire. But, I hope, you will he satisfied with the manner in 
which I conducted myself, and also of my subsequent arrangements 
of which I am persuaded you have not been acquainted until this moment 
The gracious counsel whidi Your Majesty has often done me the honor to 
repeat to me before my departure for the Black Sea^ and in a letter which 
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yoa haTe deigned to write to me afterward, has sinoe been the rule of my 
conduct ; and the faithful attachment with which jou have inspired me 
for your peison, was the only reason which hindered me from requesting 
my dismissal when I wrote to jou from Warsaw, for I confess that I was 
extremely afflicted and even offended at having received a parole for two 
years in time of war. A parole which it has never entered into my mind 
to wish for, and still less to ask, and of which I have not profited to go to 
America, or even to Denmark, where I had important business ; for I had 
always hoped to have been usefully employed in your service before the 
expiration of this parole which has done me so much injuiy, and although 
in public I would not have failed to have spoken to you at the last 
auctience which you granted me, but I unfortunately was led to believe 
the repeated promises made me, that I should have a private audience in 
ordei to lay before you my military projects, and to speak of them 
in detail. 

^ I hope that the brilliant success with which Providence has blessed 
jour arms will enable you to grant peace to your enemies without 
shedding more of human blood, but in a contrary case Your Majesty can 
be well instructed from my project, No. 12, of last year. 

" As I have my enemies, and as the term of my parole is about to 
expire, I await the orders of Your Majesty, and should be flattered, if it is 

your pleasure, to come and render you an account in person. Mr. 

who has the goodness to charge himself with this packet, which I have 
addressed to him, sealed with my arms, will also undertake to forward me 
your orders ; I therefore pray you to withdraw me as soon as possible 
from the cruel uncertainty in which I am placed. Should you deign. 
Madam, to inform me that you are pleased with the services which I 
have had the happiness to render you, I will console myself for the misfoi^ 
tunes which I have suffered, as I drew my sword for you from personal 
attachment for you and ambition, but not for interest My fortune, as you 
know, is not very considerable, but as I am philosopher enough to confine 
myself to my means, I shall always be rich. 

'*! have the honor to be, Madam, yours, d^c." 



Mr. Jefferson had now returned to America, and entered 
npon the duties of Secretary of State nnder the Presidency of 
Washington. Still smarting under the injuries he had received 
in BuBsia, Jones addressed the annexed letter to that old and 
steadfast firiend : — 
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" Paris, March 20th, 1791. 
*< His Ezoellency Thomas Jkffbbson, Esq. 
'' Dear Sir, 

^ On my return from Russia to Amsterdam, in December, 1789, 1 wrote 
to several gentlemen in America, particulady to the Vice President, and 
to Mr. Secretary Thomson, enclosing some evidence of the treatment I met 
with in Russia. I wrote at the same time to the President, enclosing a 
letter from the Count de Segur. Messrs. Stuphorsts and Hubbard under- 
took to forward my packets by 9, ship, then ready to sail for Philadelphia* 
called the Pennsylvania Packet, John Earl, master ; but though that ship 
arrived safe, I have not to this hour received a single line in answer. 

^ I need not express to you the pleasure I received from your acceptance 
of the honorable and high station of Secretary of State for domestic and 
foreign affiurs, 1 felicitate our country on having wisely c<»ifided her 
interest to such worthy and able hands; but it gives me pain that so 
inadequate a provision has been made for doing the honors incumbent on 
the first minister of a nation of such resources as America, and I wish that 
matter may be soon changed to your satis&ction. 

^' As it has been, and still is, my first wish and highest ambition to show 
myself worthy of the flattering marks of esteem with which I have been 
honored by my country, I think it my duty to lay before you, both as my 
particular friend and as a public minister, the papers I now enclose relative 
to my connexion with Russia, viz. — ^Three pieces, dated at St Petersburg, 
and signed by the Ck>unt de S^ur ; a letter from me, dated at Paris last 
summer, and sent to the Prince de Potemkin ; and a letter from me to 
the Empress, dated a few days ago. I have selected these testimoniab 
from a great variety of perhaps still stronger proofs in my hands ; but 
though the Baron de Grimm has undertaken to transmit to her Imperial 
Majesty's own hands my last packet, I shall not be surprised, if I should 
find myself constrained to withdraw from the Russian service, and to pub- 
lish my journal of the campaign I commanded : in that case, I hope to 
prove to the world, that my operations not only saved Cheraon and Crimea, 
but decided the fate of the war. 

^* Chevalier littlepage, now here on his way from Spain to the north, 
has promised me a letter to you on my subject, which I presume will show 
the meanness and absurdity of the intrigues that were practised for my 
persecution at St. Petersburg. I did not myself comprehend all the black- 
ness of that business before he came here and related to me the information 
he received from a gentleman of high rank in the diplomatique, with whom 
he travelled in company from Madrid to Paris. That gentleman had long 
resided in a public character at the Court of St Petersburg, and was there 
all the time of the pitiful complot against me ; which was conducted bj a 
little-great man, behind the curtain. 
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"The unequal reception with which I had, at first, heen honored by the 
Empreas had been eitremelj mortifying and painful to the English at St 
Petenburg, and the courtier just mentioned, (finding that politics had 
taken a turn fiur^more alarming than he had expected at the beginning of 
the war,) wishing to soothe the court of London into a pacific humor, found 
no first step so expedient as that of sacrificing me ! Bui instead of pro- 
ducing the effect he wished, this base conduct, on which he pretended to 
g^und a conciliation, rather widened the political breach, and made him 
to be despised by the English minister, by the English cabinet, and by 
the gentleman who related tke secret to fte Chevalier Littlepage. 

" I must farther inform you, that a few days after my arrival from Den- 
mark at St. Petersburg, I received from the Danish minister at that court^ 
a letter under the seal of the Count de Bemstorff^ which having opened, I 
found to be a patent from the King of Denmark, in the following terms : 

^ ^ Having reasons for wishing to give new proofs of our bounty to the 
Chevalier Paul Jones, Commander in Chief of the squadrons of Uie United 
States of Americl^ and desiring, above all, to prove our esteem in conse- 
quence of the r^ard which he has shown for the Danish flag during the 
time of his command in the northern seas, we grant him from the present 
moment, and annually during his life, the sum of fifteen hundred crowns, 
Danish currency, to be paid at Copenhagen, without any retention what- 
soever. Done at our Castle of Christianbourg, the 4th of April, 1788.' 

^ The day before I left the court of Copenhagen, the Prince Royal had 
derired to speak with me in his apartment His Royal Highness was 
extremely polite, and after saying many dvil things, remarked, he hoped 
I was satisfied with the attentions that had been shown to me since my 
arrival, and that the King would wish to give me some mark of his 
esteem. ' I have never had the happiness to render any service to His 
Majesty.' ' That is nothing; a man like you ought to be excepted from 
ordinaiy rules. You could not have shown yourself more delicate as 
regards our flag, and eveiy person here loves you.' 

"^ I took leave without farther explanation. I have felt myself in an 
embarrassing situation on account of the King's patent, and I have as yet 
made no use of it, though three years have nearly eUpsed since I received 
it I wished to consult you, but when I understood that you would not 
return to Europe, I consulted Mr. Short and Mr. G. Morris, who both gave 
me their opinion, that I may with propriety accept the advantage offered. 
I have in consequence determined to draw for the sum due, and I think 
you will not disapprove of this step, as it can by no means weaken the 
claim of the United States, but rather the contrary. 

** You will observe that the Empress of Russia has decorated me with 
the great order of St Ann ; and as I have appeared with that order ever 
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since, I must beg the &vor of jou to obtain and transmit to me, as soon 
as possible, the proper authority of the United States for my retaining 
that honor. You are sensible I did not accept the offiar of Her Imperial 
Majesty with a view to detach myself from the service of America, but 
that I have done my utmost to fulfil the intention of Congress in sending 
me last to Europe, * to acquire that degree of knowledge which may here* 
after render me more extensively useful.' I have in some measure, by my 
experienoe and observation, effected the object of my pursuit : though I 
confess I have still much to learn, and I wish to embrace the first occasion 
to embark in the French fleet of evolution. 

^ I have not, since my return here, appeared at court ; but the Marquis 
de la Fayette will shortly conduct me to the King, when I shall pres^it 
my journal of the American war, with the letter of which I am bearer 
from the United States. 

*' I reserve for my return to America to produce to the United States 
full and unquestionable evidence, signed by tiie Grand Pensioner, that tny 
conduct, in 1779, drew the United Netherlands into the war. This is 
saying enough to a man of your information ; for it would be superfluous 
to enumerate the advantages that thence resulted to America particularij 
the great event which took place under your own eyes, and which could 
not have happened if Holland had remained a neutral power. 

*' I am much obliged by the trouble you took in forwarding, before you 
left Europe, the busts I had promised to different gentlemen in America. 
Having lately received a letter from Mr. Burton, a former member of Con- 
gress, with whom I had the honor of being acquainted at New YoA, 
requesting my bust in behalf of the State of North-Carolina, I have ordered 
Mr. Houdan to prepare and forward it by the first ship from Havre^e- 
Grace, for Philadelphia; and as that bust will be decorated with the order 
of St Ann, on the American uniform, this is one reason why I wish to be 
authorized by the United States to wear that order. I shall take the 
liberty of addressing the bust to you, requesting you to deliver it to the 
North-Carolina delegates, who will be so good as to forward it to the 
Governor of that state. 

*^ I continue to be sensibly affected by the situation of our poor countiy- 
men at Algiers : the more so, as I learn indirecUy from the pirate, now 
here, who took the greatest part of them, that if they are not very soon 
redeemed, they will be treated with no more lenity than is shown to other 
slaves. He told this to Mr. littlepage, who repeated it to me. 

*^ I hkve the honor to be, SscJ* 

The letter promised by Mr. Littlepage, and adverted to by 
Jones, was as follows : — 
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''Farts, March 23, 1791. 
** His Excellency Thomas Jefrrsok, Esq. 
"Sir, 

"You will share my regret in reflectii^ that we were the principal 
means of engaging Admiral Sir John Paul Jones to accept the propositions 
made to him in 1788 hy the Russian Court Never were more brilliant 
prospects held forth to an individual, and never individual better calculated 
to attain them. The campaign upon the Liman of 1788, added lustre to 
the arms of Russia, and ought to have established for ever the reputation 
and fortune of the gallant officer to whose conduct those successes were 
owing : but unfortunately in Russia, more perhaps than elsewhere, every- 
thing is governed by intrigue. Some political motives, I have reason to 
think, concurred in depriving Admiral Paul Jones of the fruits of his ser^ 
vices : he was thought to be particularly obnoxious to the English nation, 
and the idea of paying a servile compliment to a power whose enmity 
occasions all the present embarrassments of Russia, induced some leading 
persons to ruin him in the opinion of the Empress by an accusation too 
ridiculous. 

" It would be needless to enter into detfuls ; you have too much confi- 
dence in Admiral Paul Jones to doubt the veracity of what he will pei^ 
flonally communicate to you, and to which I refer you. 

" I have tjie honor to be, &c. 

* L. LmLEPAQE." 

Hitherto the reader has seen the Vice Admiral Paul Jones 
chiefly in his naval character. In another light, however, his 
life was not without interest. In his visits to Paris, and during 
his stay in the ports of France and Holland, his correspondence 
with several of the fair sex, and some of them of the highest 
distinction, demonstrates that he was not insensible to the 
charms of beauty and the delights of love. Judging him in 
this respect by the ardor of a few of those with whom he 
communicated by letter, he would seem to have been as suc- 
cessftd in his amatory career as he was in that on the ocean. 
He triumphed as much in the affections of the ladies as he did 
in his contests with the enemy ; aud, amidst the gay scenes of 
Paris, the political intrigues of courts, and the bustle of 
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nautical preparation, he fonnd time to sacrifice to the graces, 
and win the attentions of the sex. It cannot be donbted that 
the fame of his actions contributed to render him popular 
wherever he appeared, and served as an introduction not only 
to the houses of the ordinary class of wealthy citizens, but to 
the hotels of nobles and to the palaces of princes. The French, 
always fond of glory, could not fail to receive with a cheering 
welcome the gallant Jones wherever he appeared, and the 
author of this work has before him the indubitable evidence, 
that, at Paris in particular, cards of courtesy, of invitation, 
and notes of congratulation poured in upon him in abundance. 
At his lodgings, on his visits to eminent personages, in the 
active pursuits of business, he was solicited, pressed, and 
fairly forced into parties, recreations, and amusements of all 
sorts. The nobility and gentry of Versailles were proud of his 
acquaintance, and the women of fa^on did not think their 
assemblies complete unless Jones moved in the circle. From 
among many letters a number has been selected for publication 
to portray his influence with the fair : — 

Fr(mi a Lady who wrote under the Signature of Delia. 

" Your letter of which I received on Sunday, the 20th, lacerates 

my heart, and increases my despair ; I kissed with sad and concentred 
grief^ the traces of thy precious tears, and shed a flood of the bitterest 
drops that ever flowed from a breaking heart . I am oppressed with the 
weight of my sorrows — and ray mind is plunged in a chaos of doubts 
and fears. No ! never, I feel, never did 1 love until that moment, at once 
BO dear and so fjEital to my repose, when fate presented you to my ravished 
sight ; that moment fixed my destiny for ever. Yes ! my tender and 
adorable friend I on you alone depends that destiny : you alone have tlie 
power to make my happiness or misery. Pardon this frank confession, 
oh I my dear Jones ; and be persuaded that deeming thee incapable of a 
mean action, I love, esteem, and even respect thee ; never otherwise would 
I have revealed thus freely all thy power over every faculty of my being. 
I adore thee, I again repeat ; and never did any other mortal possess 
such sway over my heart — ^this, my dear and only friend, is ray pledge of 
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feith ; I am thine — and thine dnly — during my whole lifJe. Be, therefore, 
tranquil ; console thyself; and let us hope that pitying heaven will reunite 
lis, and watch over the lot of tWo beings, who love faithfully, and whose 
upright hearts deserve to be happy. Be careful of thy life, and remember 
that mine depends on it I incessantly address myself to Heaven for your 
safe arrival in America ; if you are satisfied with that govemmeut, you 
will continue in its service ; if not resign, and rejoin your faith^l friend ; 
the whole world besides may fonuike you, but her heart is eternally yours ; 
I swear it by that sacred flati^ which will never be extinguished in my 
breast You ask how you'can render me happy ; — take care of yourself 
love me — study the mean^ of enabling us to pass our days together, and 
never forget that my life is bound up in yours, — and that the moment 
which deprives me of you, will put an end to all my miseries. Your 
health is dear — ^ten thousand times dearer to me than my own ; if you 
love me, do not neglect it I have received your letter of the 16th, which 
increases my solicitude on this point ; in ^e name of all that is sacred, 
take care of your precious self. Rely on my heart; it is yours — and 
nothing can operate a change in its sentiments. I adore you for yourself 
alone, and it is thus that you should be loved. If I was capable of think- 
ing otherwise, I would not sufifer you to depart, and to expose your 
invaluable 1^. The thought of your danger brings back all the weak- 
ness of my sex ; and I confess that my anxiety and frightful alarms for 
the object of all my wishes, will, without doubt, hasten my death. The 
terror and solicitude that I feel for my lover are indescribable. Dear 
Jones ! adieu ; I am forced to leave thee ; I cannot go on. The Chevalier 
assures you of his respect and friendly sentiments ; he sets out to-morrow 
evening ; alas ! happier than his unfortunate sister, he will soon see you. 
God I she would willingly be the lowest of your crew." 

*^ Six posts have arrived, and still no tidings from you ; my heart sinks 
at the thoughts of so cruel a neglect. Are you sick i or have you ceased 
to love me ? Oh God ! this idea chills my heart No I I cannot believe 
you so barbarous; you cannot desire my death. Is it possible that 
absence has destroyed my happiness ? Alas ! if absence has deprived me 
of your heart, it is not thus with regard to my feelings towards you, since 
jou are now a thousand times dearer to me than on that horrible day of 
our separation, Yqur letters, your assurances of attachment, the inclina- 
tion of my heart, all have contributed to augment my affection. But 
perhaps I must renounce for ever all those fond hopes that have induced 
me to cherish life : but I may be wrong thus to despair. Yes ! I am too 
sensitive and fearful ; the amiable and tender Jones is as faithful a lover 
as he is a valiant warrior and a zealous patriot; all those rare qualitiea are 
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united in the object of all my thoughts and affections; to doubt his 
constancy would be an injury — nay, a crime. Paidon, dear friend, 
my apprehensive terrors; I will compel my foolish heart to be more 
tranquil Judge of the excess of my love by my agonizing dread of losing 
your esteem — ^your heart" 

These letters from Delia, it will be admitted, are in rather an 
extravagant strain. They certainly discover a great excess of 
feeling, and if the effusions be not sincere, the writer mnst 
have had an uncommon faculty of giving reality to artificial 
expressions. 

Jones wrote an affectionate letter to Delia after his arrival in 
America: 



"December 26, 1781. 

*' I wrote, my most lovely Delia, various letters fr&m Philadelphia, the 
hist of which was dated the 20th ef June. On the 26th of that month I 
was unanimously elected by Congress to command the America of 74 
guns, on the stocks, at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. I superintended the 
building, which I found so much more backward than I expected, that a 
plan of operation I had in view is entirely defeated. I expected to have 
been at sea this winter, but the building does not go on with the vigor I 
oould wish. Since I came here I have not found a single good opportunity 
to write to Europe. I have not since heard from your relation I left 
behind, but suppose he is with the army. This situation is doubly irksome 
to me, my lovely friend, as it stops my pursuit of honor as well as love I 
It is now more than twelve months since I left France ; yet I have not 
received a single letter from thee in all that time, except the one written 
in answer to my letter at taking leave. That one is a tender letter indeed, 
and does honor to thy matchless heart ! I read often and alw&ys with 
transport the many charming things that are so well expressed in thy 
letters ; but especially the last Thy adieu has in it all the finer feelings, 
blended with the noblest sentiments of the heart I Providence, all good 
and just, has given thee a soul worthy in all respects to animate nature's 
fiiirest work. I rest therefore sure that absence will not diminish, bat 
refine the pure and spotless friendship that binds our souls together, and 
will ever impress each to merit the affection of the other. Remember and 
believe my letter at parting. It was but a fiunt picture of my heart I 
will find opportunities to write, and be everything thou canst wish. My 
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addreBs is under coyer to the Hon. Robert Morris, Esq^ Minister of 
Finance, Philadelpliia.'* 

The men as well as the women were infatuated with the 
chevalier. The annexed letter affords proof of the flame which 
his reputation had kindled np, impelling individuals of good 
families and connexions to seek for celebrity under his 
command : 

^January. 1780. 
"Sir, 

" Although I have not the honor of a personal acquaintance with you, 
the ^Eime of your exploits, and the glory yon acquired in your last engage- 
ment, induce me to ask a favor at your hands ; it is to grant me an 
opportunity of being a witness of, and a partaker in your chivalrous 
adventures. Understanding that you are now at Dunkirk, where, without 
doubt, the desire of flying to achieve new conquests, will not suffer you to 
remain long ; I hasten to offer you my services. I have the honor to 
request that you will receive me simply as a volunteer, in order that 
having no fixed post, I may be everywhere : I have farther only to stipu- 
late that you will admit me to your own table, and place me under your 
immediate conamand, so that I may satiate my eyes with the pleasure of 
beholding your courage, and at least imitate, for it is impossible to equal 
it If I should be fortunate enough to obtain this favor, rest assured that 
you will always find me in the path of honor. I have been long in the 
service of my country ; but the reform which I have introduced in the 
corps to which I belong, leaves me at leisure to employ myself elsewhere. 
Having a passion for a sea-life, which I have already partially gratified by 
a voyage to the Indies, I am eager to make one or two campaigns. Since 
the moment when the fame of your glorious expedition spread through the 
world, I have wished to serve under your orders ; and seize the present 
opportunity to assure you, that, if you accept my proffered services, you 
will never have cause to repent it : circumstances of a very peculiar nature 
render me very anxious to execute this intention. I will waive all mention 
of my &mily ; chance has thrown me in an elevated situation ; this is my 
only observation on this subject If you design an expedition imme- 
diately, and will receive me iu the number of those who are emulous to 
acquire glory under your conamand, have the goodness to write me, and I 
will immediately repair to the spot you may point out 
^ I have the honor to be, dec 

"DbTodbhbville." 
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On one occasion a ladj declined his advances in the following 
delicate manner; although it would appear that she had 
induced them : 

"I am grateful for the sentinients which you entertain for me, and it 
would give me pleasure to reply to them ; but I could not do so without 
deceiving a gentleman with whom I live ; and that is what I am incapable 
of doing. After this confession you must be aware of my way of thinking; 
and that what I said yesterday was only meant in jest 
^ With all possible consideration, sir, 

'* I have the honor to be your affectionate servant" 

The annexed note is rather more equivocal : 



*^ Madame de H. begs Mr. Jones to pardon the liberty she takes in 
addressing him, without having the honor of his acquaintance; and 
requests a moment's conversation with him at her apartments in the royal 

palace, or at the hotel of the Duchess of . She asks a thousand 

pardons if she should be the means of giving him any trouble at tluB 
moment of hb departure ; but he must not be astonished that all are eager 
to profit l^ the present opportunity of seemg him." 



In one of the preceding letters the enraptured Delia speaks 
of certain verses of the chevalier. Among his papers are those 
subjoined, which are, perhaps, the same that the lady alluded to: 



'^When Jove from high Olympus goes 

To Ida, and the fair below. 
All heav'n laments — ^but Juno showSi 

A jealous and superior wo : 
In vain to her all pow'r is given, 

To female weakness ever dear ; 
She scorns the sov'reignty of heav'n, 

Her God, her Jove, seems all to herl 
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n. 

** But when the Thunderer returns, 

And seeks his skies (so Homer sings), 
Soft flames th* impatient goddess bums ! 

She hastes to meet the King of kings : 
Swift as the light her chariot flies, 

Her swifter wishes fly before ; 
Still joyous in the middle-skies, 

She meets the doud-oompelling pow'r. 

HL 
*^ Fh>l]fic nature feels th' embrace, 

Superior blossoms, fruits and flow'is. 
Spring up, — heav'n wears a brighter &ce, 

And fragrance in profrision show'rs. 
Celestial raptures who can tell f 
Ours all divine ! are onlj/elt^ 
What bold presumptuous strains shall swell, 
With transports which the gods can melt I 

IV. 

" Thus when thy warrior, though no god, 

Brings FrwdonCs standard o'er the main, 
Long absent from thy blest abode. 

Casts anchor in dear France again ; 
O ! thou more heavenly ! — JBi more kind 

Than Juno, as thy swain than Jove, 
With what heart's transport, raptur'd mind I 

Shall we approach on wings of love I" 

This ift no unfiEkyorable sample oi Jones's poetical abilities. 
The sentiments are impressiye^ and in some degree snblime. 
The thoughts are comprehensive, and correspond with the vigor 
of his general character. It is apparent, firom the original 
mannscript, that the chevalier, in making love, was a truant, 
adapting his rhymes to situation and circnmstances. The 
fonrth line of the fourth stanza is varied, so as to answer either 
for France or America: Thus, 
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** Cast anchor in dear France againy" 
Is changed to, 

^* In fair Columbia moon again.'' 

This may be denominated the economy of versificatioiL It 
is a trick probably often practised by more persons than Jones. 

Whatever may have been the devotion which Jones professed 
for the Bex, it was obvions that ambition was the predominating 
passion in his breast, and that he even made his love affidiB 
snbserTient to his desire of glory. The following letter to a 
lady at oonrt, jnst before his departure for America, contains a 
mixture of respectfol salutation, and a solicitation of female 
influence in his behalf: 

<« r Orient, August Qth, 1780. 
**To aLadt. 

'« Madam, 

'* I bad the honor to write to you on the 14th ult, but have not jet 
had the satisfisu^on to receive any of your letters since that time. This 
makes me fear you are now determined to punish me for my former 
fdlence ; yet I am frequently in doubt about this, as I hope you will show 
mercy when you know that I repent ? — ^I send this by a certain conrey- 
ance ; and will hope for the honor of having a letter from you in return. 
Present, if you please, my best respects to the duke and duchess ; I shall 
ever entertain the most profound regard for that liable princess, and be 
ambitious to merit the continuance of her friendship. I add my address 
at Philadelphia, and depend on frequent letters from you while I am in 
America. The court has a plan of mine respecting my future services to 
be asked of Congress by the court. I have the greatest desire to give the 
world ftrtiher proo& of my grateful zeal for the interests of the king, the 
government, and this generous-minded nation, by my actions against the 
common enemy of France and America. Will you, dear madam, honor 
me with your interest, that an application may be made by government to 
Congress, that I may henceforth, during the war, be employed in the most 
active and enterprising services. 

** I am ever, with the highest sentiments of esteem and respect^ 
''Madam, 

^ Your most obliged and fidthfbl servant** 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL J0NB8. 327 

A fiiend had writtm to the CfaeYaKer, on the 30th of October, 
1YY9, on the occasion of that friend's marriage : 



*^ Tou have been reaping laurels, my fiiend, and I have been plucking 
roses ; but your occupation is as much more glorious than mine, as the 
wel&re of a community is more important than the happineas of an indi- 
vidual I think, howevef , I have one advantage over you, for mine has 
not been the work of destruction, and I trust it will increase the species 
instead of diminishing them, and that you must allow is the ' cause of 
humanity P In short, I am a married man, and my wife will be happy 
to number you among her friends. I return to Nantes from St Gemuiin 
to-morrow morning, and as soon as I arrive I will write you on matters of 
business ; at present I can think of nothing of that kind. 

^ Alas, poor Richard ! We ought not, however, to regret so honorable 
an exit Thank heaven you are preserved, and may another poor Dick 
shine gloriously under your command. All Europe are praising you 
except England." 

The subjoined letter to the Duke de Chartres, afterward Duke 
of Orleans, is in good style : 

''Ariel, Oroaix, September 22d, 1780. 
''His Royal Highness the Duo db Ohartres, 
" My Prinob, 

^Two days since. Monsieur de Roberdeau delivered me the letter you 
did me the honor to write me from Paris the 18th of last month. It wiU, 
my Prince, always afford me the truest pleasure, when in my power, to 
conform to your wishes by rendering my best services to any person whom 
you please to recommend to my attention ; and Captain de Roberdeau 
will, I hope, be satisfied with my conduct towards him. No man, my 
Prince, can be more ambitious to merit your esteem and protection than 
myself; for no man can admire and venerate you more as a gallant and 
good officer, or esteem you with a more heartfelt affection than, my prince, 

" Your most obliged, Ac."' 

The following to Dr. John Eead, of Virginia, is an excellent 
specimen of the expression of genuine firiendship in an instance 
of pecuniary inability to comply with the request of a friend : — 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHK PAUL JONES. 

"^ n Orimt, Nwfember 9^ 1780. 
"Dr. Read. 

" I have, m J dear sir, to thank you for several &vorB latelj received 
from you. I postponed my answer because I have been in daily expecta- 
tion of returning to America, but cannot, however, omit the opportunity 
of y6ur brother to acquaint you that for these five years past military 
affiurs have engaged my whole attention, I am as much a stranger to 
trade as if I had never been concerned in it I have served as a volunteer 
in the American Revolution, and to this moment have neither received 
pay nor subsistence from the public. My property in the many prizes I 
took before I left America went through the hands of agents who did 
great injustice to the captors ; and it has since melted away by the depre- 
ciation of the Continental paper money. Gain has never been my object, 
and since I came to France hard blows and honor have been my sole 
income. Judge, therefore, my dear friend, if I am able to establish a loan 
for you — I could not do it for myself^ because I want funds, and could not 
give the necessary security. If you are determined to enter into trade, I 
would advise you to buy biUs of exchange on France from the Oonsul- 
General at Philadelphia. Send these bills to a good house here, with 
orders to ship the goods you propose in very small parcels by each of the 
fast-sailing vessels that come here from Philadelphia, Maryland, or Vir- 
ginia.: Thus you will divide your risk, and have more neat profit than by 
beingjconcemed in shipping and cargoes from America. These opinions 
I take^om the best merchante here, therefore you can the better depend 
upon Lthem. Present my best respects to Mrs. Read ; when I coma to 
Yiigima and have a moment to spare from my public duties, I will with 
great vpleasure pay you a visit Be assured it will ever give me happiness 
to be useful to you, when fortune puts in my power the means ; for I truly 
am, my dear friend, 

** Your most affectionate, &c** 

To General Washington, in Anguflt, 1Y78, Jones wrote as fol- 
lows: 

"P««y, Auff, eth, HIS. 
** Bk Excellency General Washinoton, Commander-in-Chief of the 
American Army, at his head-quarters. 
" Honored Sir, 

** As the scene of war by sea is now changed from America to Europe, 
I have been induced to give up the command of the American ship of 
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war Ranger, and to continue for some time in Europe, in oompliance with 
the request of the minister of the French marine, in a letter to our minis- 
ters plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles. 

" I will not intrude on your excellency's time even by attempting to pay 
you the respect which you so justly command. The intention of this letter 
is only to beg your acceptance of two epaulettes, with which it is accom- 
panied, and which my friend Mr. Williams, of Nantes, has undertaken to 
forward : I expected to have had the honor of delivering this little present 
into your own hands, but not having that satisfaction, if I can render you 
any acceptable services in France, I hope you will command me without 
reserve, being with sentiments of perfect esteem, 

" Honored Sir, yours, Ac" 

The Chevaliert opinion of the qnalifications requisite in a 
chaplain for his ship, is given in a letter to Mr. Grand : 

Extract of a letter to H. Grand. 

"Pojfiy, July \2th, 1778. 

^ In the selection of a chaplain, the following qualifications are deemed 
requisite. 

** I could wish him to be a man of reading and of letters, who under- 
stands, speaks, and writes, the French and English with elegance and 
propriety : for political reasons it would be well if he were a clergyman of 
the Protestant profession, who<ie sanctity of manners, and happy natural 
principles would difiiise unanimity and cheerfulness through the ship. 
And if to these essentials is added the talent of writing &st and in fiiir 
characters, such a man would necessarily be worthy the highest confidence, 
and might, therefore, assure himself of my esteem and friendship; he 
should always have a place at my table, the regulation whereqf would be 
entirely under his direction.'' 

One of his letters to Madame de la Fayette is in these terms : 

""V Orient, July 28M, lYsa 
^ Madame la Marquise db la Fatstte, k Paris. 
"^ Madam, 
" I am once more nearly ready for the sea. If I can in any respect 
render you acceptable services, you know I have so much esteem and 
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respect for jourself, and so much afiectionate friendship for your husband, 
that joa will, I hope, command me freely. I expect to embrace the Mar- 
quis about the first of October, and it is not impossiUe — ^that we may 
return together to France. 

** Belieye me, I am, with great sincerity and regard, 

** Madam, your most obedient^ drc* 

To Madam the President de Ormoy he wrote thua : 

** Arid, Road of Groaix, Sq)t IS, 1780. 
*^ Madame la Fresidente de Ormot, Ssc 
''Madam, 

''I cannot leave France without expressing how much I feel myself 
honored and obliged by the generous attention that you have shown to 
my reputation in your Journal. I will ever have the most ardent desire 
to merit the spontaneous praise of beauty and her pen ; and it is impossi- 
ble to be more grateful than I am for the very polite attentions I lately 
received at Paris and Versailles. My particular thanks are due to you. 
Madam, for the peisonal proofe I have received of your esteem and friend- 
ship, and for the happiness you procured me in the sodety of the charming 
Countess, and other ladies and gentlemen of your circle. But I have a 
favor to ask of you, Madam, which I hope you will grant me. You tell 
me in your letter, that the inkstand I had the honor to preset you as a 
small token of my esteem, shall be reserved for the purpose of writing 
what concerns me. Now I wish you to see my idea in a more expanded 
light, and would have you make use of that inkstand to instruct man- 
kind, and support the dignity and rights of human nature. 

*' I shall be happy in every part of the world to hear from you, and I 
beg leave to assure you, my best wishes will always attend you and yours; 
being, with the highest esteem and respect, 

^ Madam, your most obliged friend, Ac** 

To the same lady he addressed another letter on the 16th of 
October, 1780. 

""l' Orient, October 16, 1780. 
** Madame la Presidente db Ormot, Sbc 
^By the enclosed declaration of my officers you will see, my dear 
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Mufdam, that I was in a ticklish ntuation in the moment while yon were 
employed in writing to me the 0th. It is impossible to be more sensible 
than I am of the obligation conferred on me by yonr attentions and kind 
remembrance, joined to that of the belle countess, your fiur daughters, and 
the amiable ladies and gentlemen of yonr society. I have returned with- 
out laurels, and what is worse, without haying been able to render service 
P> ihe ghrioui cause <f liberty. I know not why Neptune was in such 
anger, unless he thought it an afiront in me to appear on his ocean with 
flo insignificant a force. It is certain that till the night of the 8th I did 
not fidly conceive the awfbl majesty of tempest and shipwreck. I can give 
yon no just idea of the tremendous scene that nature then presented ; 
which surpassed the reach even of poetic fancy and the pendL I believe 
no ship was ever before saved from an equal danger off the point of the 
Pennuirk rocks. I am extremely sorry that the young English lady you 
mention should have imbibed the national hatred against me. I have had 
proo& that many of the first and fairest ladies of that nation are my friends. 
Indeed I cannot imagine why any fair lady should be my enemy, since 
upon the large scale of universal philanthropy, I feel, acknowledge, and 
hend before the sovereign power of beauty. The Ebglish nation may hate 
me, but / will force them to esteem me too. You have heard, no doubt, 
that Captain Landais and all the officers of the Alliance have been laid 
under an arrest by order of Congress, on their arrival in America, and the 
command of the Alliance was given to the brave Captmn Barry. By tho 
latest advices, I have no enemies in that vast country. I shall be happy 
to hear from you, Madam, while I remain here, and I assure you I will 
embrace every occasion to prove my grateful attachment to this beloved 
nation, as well as to my friends in it 

'^ I am, with the highest esteem and respect," he. 



On the 12th of Decemher following, he wrote again to the 
same lady : — 

"^ Ariel, L' Orient, Dee. 12thy 1780. 
^ Madame la Fresidente de Ormot, he 
*^ To merit, dear Madam, the praise so warmly and well expressed in 
the letter you did me the honor to write me the 22d ult would be ray 
supreme ambition. K I have any merit, it consists in good will and perse- 
▼eranoe. My abilities are poor, and I want experience ; but opposition 
ahaQ never cause my ardor to abate in pursuit of the glorious cause I have 
undertaken to support When I received your letter I was again ready 
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for the fiea, and have been wailing here with a £ur wind ever since, 
expecting from hour to hour the arrival of Mr. Grourkde, who brings the 
public despatches from our minister for Congress. In this situation the 
boy you mentioned must have arrived here too late, otherwise I should, 
with great pleasure, have received him under my protection. Mr. Goui^ 
bide is, I hear, arrived at Nantes ; to-morro^, if he appears here, I shall 
depart I am much flattered by your having mentioned me to so great a 
man as the King of Prussia — ^the world will ever treat his opinion with 
the highest respect It is impossible for me to express the happiness I 
derive from your good oj^nion, and how proud I shall ever be to be found 
worthy of your affectionate friendship. With these sentiments and the 
most profound respect, 

^ 1 am, Madam, youn, Ac" 



To the CoimteBS of Bourbon, on the 2lBt of September, 1780, 
he addressed himself in the following manner, in reply to one 
of her letters to him : — 

^Ariel, Eoad of GroaiXy Sept 21, 1780. 

<< Madame la Comtesse de Bourbon, <fec. 
'' Madam, 

"• I was honored with the very polite letter that your Ladyship con- 
descended to write me the 5th of last month. I am sorry that you have 
found it necessary to refrise me the honor of accepting Uie deposit men- 
tioned in my last ; but am now determined to follow your advice and be 
myself its guardian. A day or two before I wrote to you last I had 
received a challenge from Sir James Wallace, who in the Nonesuch, a ship 
of the line, copper bottomed and of superior swiftness, declared he waited 
in sight for my departure. Had I commanded an equal force I hope yon 
will believe I would have employed my time otherwise than in writing 
you any proposition for the safety of a weapon that I should have hoped 
to use immediately with success. I have b^n detained in this open xtMid 
by contrary and Qtormy winds since the 4th of this month. There is this 
moment an appearance of a fair opportunity, and I will eagerly embrace 
it I have receive^ a letter from the first minister very friv<mible to the 
project I mentioned to you ; and you may depend on my utmost interest 
wiUi Congress to bring the matter to issue. I am sure that assembly will 
with pleasure say all yourself or the court could wish respecting the counti 
if my scheme is adopted. I have the satis&ction to inform you that by 
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the testimony of all the persons just arrived in four ships at I^'Orient 
from Philadelphia, the Congress and all America appeared to be warmly 
my friends ; and my heart, conscious of its own uprightness, tells me I 
shall be well received. Deeply and gratefully impressed with a sense of 
the obligation I owe to you and your husband's attentions and good 
wishes, and ardently desiring to merit your friendship, and the love of 
this nation, by my whole conduct through hfe, J . 

*^ I remain, Madam, y6ur most obliged, Ac. 

"N. B. — ^I will not feil to write whenever I Hav^e anything worth your 
reading, at the same time may I hope to be honored now and then with 
a letter from you, directed to Philadelphia ? I was selfish in begging you 
to write me in French, because your letters would serve me as an exercise. 
Tour English is correct and even elegant." 



To a Lady, whose letters he had neglected to answer, he 
wrote as an apology thus : — 

""L' Orient, July 14<A, 1780. 
"Madam, 

" When one is conscious of having been in fiiult I believe it is the best 
way to confess it, and to promise amendment. This being my case with 
respect to you. Madam, I am too honest to attempt to excuse myself; and 
therefore cast myself at your feet, and beg your forgiveness on con- 
dition that I behave better hereafter. For shame, Paul Jones, how could 
you let the feirest lady in the world, after writing you two letters, wait so 
long for an answer I Are you so much devoted to war, as to neglect wit 
and beauty ? I make myself a thousand such reproaches, and believe 
I punish myself as severely as you would do, Madam, were you present 
here. 

"^ The truth is, I have been willing that the extraordinary events that 
have taken place here with respect to the frigate Alliance should be com- 
municated to you rather by others, than by myself; for though, God 
knows, I have not been to blame for these events, yet I have felt rather 
ashamed that they should have happened : the more so as the cause has 
heen rather of a delicate nature. I will mention it however to you. M. 
de Chaumont has, to this moment, unjustly ret^ned from these poor 
people every sol, both of their wages and shares of prizes. And some 
envious persons found means to persuade them that I had concurred with 
him in these measures. Nothing can be more false, I despise his base 
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conduct, and have not even apoken nor written to him on account of it : 
on the contrarj, to procure for the men who had so bravelj served under 
my command their just rights, was the only bustness that brought me to 
court in the month of May. If I had not at last been sent back here 
without the means of paying them, no difficulty would have hi^pened. 
As it is I have the satis&ction to know that none of them have complained 
of any ill treatment from me. 

" I will write you often, and do everything in my power to convince you 
how much I wish to merit your friendship, and with how much respect^ 
and how profound regard, I have the honor to be, 

•*Youra,&c" 

The subjoined convivial and gallant Letter was written to the 
Marquis de Kieuil : — 

""Dauphme BoyaU, Breit, Jwu 9th, 1778. 
^ The Marquis db Nieuil, 

"^ Were I disposed to be affronted with you, Marquis, you have given 
me a &ir opportunity ; but, fortunately for you, being at present 
under a doud, I am not mounted on Pegasus, nor shall I be satirical in 
prose. 

^ Since you have endeavored to prove by great force of reason and 
argument that you have made a bad bargain, I am determined to realiia 
your ' dream,' as a punishment for your breach of friendship, for you 
know there is no friendship in trade. I intend to dine with you eveiy 
day if possible, and I will bring with me too &ther John, if I can, 
BO that, as you will not save your wine, you have made a bad bargain 
indeed. 

^ I thank you for your friendly caution to use the wine you have sent 
me with moderation. As I am to drink so much on board the Dauphine, 
and as I do not incline to drink in the biorning, your advice shall have 
its due effect Some of your champaign will, perhaps, be reserved to 
make glad the hearts of our American fair ; and I hope, on such occa- 
sions, to have so much * remembrance ' left, as to propose the health of 
the giver. 

•«Iam,&c'' 

In the following lines another metrical effusion of Jones is 
presented for perusal : — 
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Venes written on hoard the Alliance off Ushant, the Ut day of January^ 
1780, immediately after escaping out of the Texel^from the Blockade 
of the British fleets ; being in answer to a piece written and sent to 
the Texel by a young Lady at the Hague, 

L 
" Were I, Paul Jones, dear maid, ' the King of sea, 
I find such merit in th j virgin song, 
A ooral crown with bays Pd give to thee, 

A car which on the waves should smoothly glide along : 
The Nereides all about thy side should wait, 
And gladly sing in triumph of thy state 
' Yivat, vivat, the happy vir;^n muse I 
Of liberty the friend, who tyrant power pursues ! ' 

IL 
** Or, happier lot ! were fiiir ColumHa free 

From British tyranny,-^and youth still mine, 
I'd tell a tender tale to one like thee 

With looks and breast as pure as hers — or thine ; 
If she approved my flame, distrust apart, 
Like faithful turtles, we*d have but one heart : 
Together then we'd tune the silver lyre. 
As love or sacred freedom should our lays inspire. 

in. 

^ But since, alas ! the rage of war prevails, . 
And cruel Britons desolate our land, 
For Freedom still I spread my willing sails, 

My unsheath'd sword my country shall command. 
Go on, bright maid I the muses all attend 
Genius like thine, and wish to be its friend. 
Trust me, although conveyed through this poor shift, 
My New-Year's thoughts are grateful for thy gift" 

A letter from a Captain O'Connelly to the Chevalier will 
divert the reader. It proves at once the popularity of Jones, 
and the embarrassment of the Captain, a worthy Irishman, it is 
presnmed, who was mistaken for him : 
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^Rotterdam, December l*lVi^ 1779. 
^ My Dear Coif modore, 

"I am sincerely sorry I could not have the happiness of seeing you 
before setting off from' the Helder. Having but little money to perform a 
long journey, obliged me to benefit of an occasion that offered in the cheap 
way to Amsterdam. You'll easily conceive my reason for quitting, 
although I take nothing from the merit of Mr. ChamiUard, yet, I thought 
myself too much advanced in years to be under his orders, beeddes, I 
perceived proceedings that were not agreeable to me : and hope you don't 
take the step that I have taken amiss. Believe me, sir, that if I had &e 
honor of being, embarked with you, I would not quit you before the 
eampaign was decided one way or the other. 

'* If I have no other advantage by the cruise I have made, I am amply 
recompensed by being conducted by crowds of all ranks, through the 
streets in every town I come to in this country ; and can't dissuade them 
but I am the brave Paul Jones, but they will absolutely persist in their 
opinion, notwithstanding all the proofe I can allege to the contraiy. 
When I show them my passport, they tell me I make use of a fictitious 
name, so that I suppose they will make me believe at last I am you. 

" If in case you should come into France to arm for the next year, and 
that you should have occasion for one in my way, I beg you may let me 
know, and you may depend I will join you on sight. You'll be sure of 
finding me by writing to Marquis de Braneas, Lieutenant Greneral et 
Cordon blue in rue Toumeau, F. S. G. Paris. As I have some deman(b 
to make of the minister, and as Dr. Franklin could be of use to me on the 
occasion, you will greatly oblige me if you will be so kind as to solicit him 
in my favor, if you think you can do it without putting yourself under 
any obligations to him ; for I would be very sorry to think that on my 
account you should hurt your delicacy in the least. If otherwise, and that 
you should think me worthy your remembrance; I will always esteem it as 
the greatest favor as long as I have the honor of being your most devoted, 
humble, and obedient servant, 

**0'C0WKELLT. 

^ PJ3. If you shoidd honor me with a few lines, my address is au Cafi^ 
Conty, F. S. G. Paris. My [|ino«e compliments, if you please, to your 
gentlemen in general'* 

In the course of his correBpoudence with one of the most 
difltinguiflhed citizens of America, who was at Paris in 178T, 
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the chevalier unveiled a court secret. He was, at tiiat time, in 
New York, and wrote under date of the 4tfa of September of 
that year: 

(Private.) " New York, SepL itk, 1787. 

'* His ExoeUeaqr Thomas Jeffbbson, Esq. 
"Sir, 

" I am much obliged to you for the letter from Madam T , which 

you forwarded by the June packet I now take the liberty to enclose a 
letter for that worthy lady ; and as I had not the happiness to introduce 
you to her (because I wished her fortune to have been previously 
established), I shall now tell you, in confidence^ that she is the daughter 
of the late K*** and of a lady of quality, on whom his M****** 
bestowed a very large fortune on her daughte^^s account Unfortunately 
the father died while the daughter (his great favorite) was very young; 
and the mother has never since shown her either justice or natural 
affection. She was long the silent victim of that injustice ; but I had the 
pleasure to be instrumental in putting her in a fair way to obtain redress. 
His present M****** veceived her last year with great kindness : he gave 
her afterward several particular audiences, and said he charged himself 
with her fortune. Some things were, as I have understood, fixed on, that 
depended solely on the K***.; and he said he would dictate the justice 
to be rendered by the mother. But the letter' you sent me left the feeling 
author all in tears! Her friend — ^her protectress — ^her introductress to 
the K***, was suddenly dead ! She was in despair ! She lost more than 
a mother! A loss, indeed, that nothing can repair; for fortune and 
favor are never to be compared to tried friendship. I hope, however, she 
has gone to visit the K*** in July, agreeable to his appointment given 
her in the month of March. I am persuaded that he would receive her 
with additional kindness, and that her loss would, in his mind, be a new 
claim to his protection ; especially as he well knows and has acknowledged 
her superior merit and just pretensions. As I feel the greatest concern 
lor the situation of this worthy lady, you will render me a great favor by 
writing a note, requesting her to cell on you, as you have something to 
communicate from me. When she comes, be so good as to deliver her 
the within letter, and show her this ; that she may see both my confidence 
in you and my advice to her.' 

'I am, with the highest esteem, sir, youn,^ &c 



««l 



13ie latter part of the life of the Cbevalier Jones waa spent 

22 
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parfly in Holland and pardy in France. He died at Paris, of 
water in the chest, on the 12tih of September, 1792, and 
although a Calvinist, his funeral was attended by a deputation 
of the National Assembly, and an eloquent oration pronounced 
over his tomb by M. Marron. 

The following is the last Will and Testament of the chevalier, 
accompanied with schedules of the property which belonged to 
him at the time of his death : — 



[translation.] 



■XEMPLIFIGATION. 



TESTAMENT OF 

PAUL JONES. 
July IS^A, 1792. 



" Before the underwritten Notaries at Paris, person- 
ally appeared Mr. John Paul Jones, citizen of the 
United States of America, now residing at Paris, and 
lodging in Tourmon Street, at the house of M. 
D'Arbergue, tipstaflf to the Tribunal of the Third 
Precinct, whom we found in a parlor on the first 
story above the entry, lighted by two windows looking on the said street, 
sitting in an easy chair, sick in body, but of sound mind, memory, judg- 
ment, and understanding, as appeared to us, the underwritten Notaries, by 
his discouise and conversation, — who, with a view to death, did make, 
speak, and dictate to the said underwritten Notaries his Testament, as 
follows, to wit : — 

^ I give and bequeath all the property, moveable and immoveable, and 
other property generally whatsoever, which shall belong to me on the 
day of my decease, in .whatever countries the same may be situate, to my 
two sisters, Jane, wife of William Taylor, and Mary, wife of Mr. Loudon, 
and to the children of my said sisters, to be divided into as many shares 
as my said sisters and their children shall form individual persons, and the 
same to be enjoyed Ijy them in the following manner, viz : — ^My sisters, 
and such of their children as shall have attained the age of twenty-one 
years, shall enjoy their respective shares in full and property from the day 
of my decease : As to such of my said nephews and nieces as, on the day 
of my decease, shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years, their 
mothers shall enjoy their respective shares until they shall have attained 
the said age, charged with the board, maintenance, and education of the 
said children ; and as my said nephews and nieces shall respectively attain 
the age of twenty-one years, they shall enjoy their respective shares in full 
and absolute property. If one or more of my said nephews and nieces 
Bhall happen to die without issue, and before attidning the age of twenty- 
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one jeare, the share of such of them as shall so hare died, shall be 
divided between my said msters and my odier nephews and nieces, hy 
eqnal portions. 

^ I appoint the Honorable Bobert Moris, Esq., of Philadelphia, my sole 
testamentary Executor. I revoke all other testaments and codicils which 
I may have made anterior to the present^ in which alone I persist, as 
containing my last wilL" 

^ It was thns done, spoken, and dictated by the said Testator to the 
said underwritten Notaries, and afterward to him by one of them, the 
other being present, read, and read again, which he declared well to 
understand and persist therein, at Paris, the eighteenth day of July, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, at five o'clock in 
the afternoon, in the apartment above described ; and the Testator has 
signed on the minute of these presents remaining with M. Pottier, one of 
the underwritten Notaries, in tiie margin of which is written, Recorded at 
Paris, the twenty-fifth day of September, 1792, the first year of the 
Republic, in the siicth Office. Received one hundred livres, provisionally, 
the duty to be hereafter finally settled, on the declaration of the revenue 
of the Testator. 

"DeFranob, 

** Babmibr PoTmBB.** 



^ Philadelphia City and County^ 8S. 

**TheBe are to certify, that the forcing is a true copy fix>m a translar 
tion of a certain instrument of writing, written in iixe French language, 
filed and remaining in the Register's Office at Philadelphia. 

Given under the seal of office this tenth day of Novem- 
[Seal.] ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 

hundred and ninety-seven. 

**L Wampois, D. Register, 



^Sehedtde of tJie Property of Admiral John Paid Jones^ as stated hy him 
to me^ this ISth day of July, 1792. 

<* 1. Bank Stock in the Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, six 
thousand dollars, with sundry dividends. 

" 2. Loan Office Certificate, left with my friend John Ross, of Philadel- 
phia, for two thousand dollars, at par, with great arrearages of interest, 
being for 10 or 12 years. 
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<< 8. Such baknoe as may be in the hands of my said Mend John Bam^ 
belonging to me, and sundry effects left in his caie. 

"" 4. My lands in the State of Vermont 

** 5. Shares in the Ohio Company. 

** 6. Shares in the Indiana Company. 

<" 1. About £1800 steifing due to me from Edward Bancroft, nnkas 
paid by him to Sir Robert Herries, and is then in his hands. 

" 8. Upwards of four years of my pension due from Denmark, to be 
asked from the Count de Bemstorffl 

^ 9. Arrearages of my pay from the Empress of Russia, and all my 
prize-money. 

*^ 10. The balance due to me by the United States of America, of son- 
diy claims in Europe, which will appear from my papers. 

^ This is taken from his mouth. 

^ QovKunnm Mobbis. 



** This is to certify those whom it may concern, that the following pi^pers 
and vouchers belonging to the estate of the late Commodore John Paul 
Jones, are left in my hands, wlien any of the property is recovered, or 
payment obtained, to be accounted for to his heirs, according to lus last 
Will and Testament, agreeably to the copy left with me : 

^ Major William Trent's deed for three hundred shares in the Indiana 
Company. 

'^Robert Morrises note, at 12 months, for $3332 18, with interest at 6 
per cent, dated the 18th of July, 1797. 

^ Robert Morris's note, at 2 years, for $3332 18, with interest at 6 per 
cent, dated the 18th of July, 1797. 

" Also, a certificate for 67 shares in the Pennsylvania Property Com- 
pany, deposited as a collateral security for the payment of the two notes 
above mentioned. 

''Ten certificates. No. 2311 a 2320, for $300 each, dated the 10th of 
July, 1777, at 4 per cent interest Interest paid till 1781. 

" Two certificates. No. 598 and 599, for $400 each, at 6 per cent inter- 
est, dated the 25th of June, 1779. 

^ Two certificates. No. 685 and 686, for $400 each, at 6 per cent int, 
dated the 18th of August, 1779. 

''One hundred and forty-seven old Continental dollais and lawful 
money. 

^' Richard Platt*s receipt for five shares in the Ohio Company, for $5000 
mcertificatea, and $50 in spede. 
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** Abo, • number of letten, aooountB, joumab, log-books, &c^ with 
YmoTOB other papens, are Bupposed to be of no value. 

'' ROBKBT HtSLOP. 

''New-Toik, August lOth, 1797." 

T. S. likewise reoeived at the same tune, John G. fVaaer's bill on 
'William Frader, Yizginia, dated Bordeaux, the 29th of March, 1779, for 
£100, Yiiginia oorrency, at 10 days sight, to be paid in Loan Office cer- 
tificates, bearing interest from the 1st of Noyember, 1777, which bill was 
presented the dOth of August, 1781, and refused. 

^'BoBXRT Htblop." 



As every thing relating to the BevolntioDLajy period must be 
interesting to the American public, and there being a mass of 
correspondence between the Chevalier Jones and a number of 
the most distingaished men of that daj, not indnded in the 
preceding life and character, we have thought that it would be 
historicallj nseful to publish a part of them, in connexion with 
his life, by way of Appendix. 
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"^Marine Office, Philadelphia, September 30th, 1784. 
** The Chevalier Paul Jonbb, Paris. 
"Sib, 

** I am to acknowledge the receipt of your Beveral favors of 26th of 
December, Idth of April, and 18th of June last I have to reproach 
myself for not making an early reply to the first, but I was so much 
harassed when I received it, that I could not find an opportunity. After- 
ward I lived in the daily expectation of making my personal acknowledg- 
ment, but since your stay in Europe has been delayed beyond either your 
expectation or mine, I now take the last opportunity which I shall ever 
have of expressing my sentiments officially upon the zeal, activity, forOr 
tude, and intelligence, which you have exhibited on so many occasions in 
the service of the United States. Accept, I pray you, sir, this kst feeble 
testimony which I can give, and which, however unequal to your desert^ 
IS at least expressive of that respect and smcere esteem with which, 

" I have the honor to be, <fec 
"RMoEws.'* 

''Parie, February 2lth, 1786. 
''Mr. Paul Jonis, Ck>mmodore in the Navy of the United States. 
"Sir, 
" I have received with much gratitude the mark of confidence which 
you have given me, and I have read with great eagerness and pleasure 
that interesting relation. 

" My first impression was to desue you to have it published, but after 
having read it, I perceive that you had not written it with a view to pub- 
lication, because there are things in it which are written to the King, for 
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whom alone tliat work was intended. However, actions memoisbk as 
jonrs are, ought to be made known to the world bj an authentic journal 
published in your own name. 

^^ I earnestly entreat you to work at it as soon as your affiurs mil allow 
you ; and in the meantime, I hope thai the King will read this work with 
that attention which heowes to the relation of the eervices which havebeen 
rendered to him by a person so celebrated. 

^ I beg you to be persuaded of the sincere attachment with whidi 

** I have the honor to be, ^ 

^ MALSSHKRBXa." 



TariSy January 1st, 1786. 
*^ His Most Christian Majesty Louis, King of France, Ac 

"SiRB, 

*' History gives the world no example of such generosity as that of your 
Majesty towards the young republic of America ; and I believe there never 
was a more flattering compliment shown by a sovereign to his allies, than 
when your Majesty determined to arm and suppwt a squadron under the 
flag of the United States. 

''Words cannot express my sense of the preference I obtained when 
your Majesty deigned to make choice of me to command that squadron. 

"- Your M^ty has as much reputation for knowledge and the desire of 
inlbraiation, as you have for wisdom and justice ; but besides that consi- 
deration, I conceived it to be my duty to lay before your Majesty an account 
of my conduct as an officer, particukrly from the date of the alliance be- 
tween your Majesty and the United States. As your Majesty understands 
English, I have perhaps judged ill by presenting extracts of my journal 
m French ; my motive was to give your Majesty as little trouble as poa- 
aible. 

^ Accept, l^re, with indulgence, this confidential ofiering of my gratitude, 
which is an original written for your particular information. 

''It has been and will be the ambition of my hfe to merit the singular 
honor conferred on me by your Majesty's Brevet, dated at Versailles, on 
the 28th of June, 1780, which says, 'Sa Majesty voulant marquer au 
J. Paul Jones, Commodore de la marine des Etats Unis de PAmerica, 
Festime particuli^re qu'elle fiut de sa personne, pour les preuves de bravoure 
et d'intrepidit6 qu'il h donn^ et qui sont connues de sa Majesty elle a 
jug^ k propos de Passocier k Finstitution du M6rite militaire,' d^c 

" The Congress of the United States has, with great justice, styled your 
Majesty ' The protector of the rights of human nature.' 

"With the order of military noerit your Majesty conferred on me a gold 
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sword — an honor wliich I presume no other officer has leoeiTed; and 'the 
protector of the rights of human nature' will always find me ready to draw 
that sword and expose my life for his service. 
^ I am, Sire, with the trttest gratitude, 

"^ Your Majesty's most obliged and devoted servant, 

"Paul JoNEB.*' 

** Protector of fair freedom's rights, 

Louis, thy virtues please thy God ! 
The good man in thy praiae delights, 

And tyrants tremble at thy nod. 
Thy people's father, loved so well. 

May time respect ! When thou art gone 
May each new year of history tell. 

Thy sons with lustre fill thy throne. 

For the purpose of perpetuating the names and rank of the American 
naval heroes of the Revolutionary War, the foUowing authentic list of the 
commission officen is inserted in this work : 



CAPTAINS AND COMBIANDEBS. 



WHBK APPOINTED. 


VAMaS. 


TO WHAT VBSBEL. OUVB. 


December 22, 


1776. 


Ezekiel Hopkins, 


Alfred, 30 


tt tt 


tt 


Dudley Saltonstall, 


Trumbull, 28 


« « 


tt 


Abraham Whipple, 


Columbus, 28 


41 tt 


tt 


NichoUis Biddle, 


Andrew Doria, 16 


M tt 


tt 


John B. Hopkins, 


Sebastian Cabot, 14 


April 17, 


1776. 


William Manley, 


Hancock, 82 


tt tf 


tt 


Isaac Gozneau, 




Jane 6, 


tt 


Thomas Thompson, 


Baleigh, 82 


M tf 


M 


Samuel Tompkins, 




« tt 


tt 


Christopher Miller, 




a tt 


tt 


John Barry, 


JSffinffham, 28 


« « 


tt 


Thomas Read, 


Washington,- 82 


« tt 


tt 


Charles Alexander, 


Delaware, 24 


« tt 


tt 


James Nicholson, 


Virginia, 28 


« 15 


tf 


Hector M'Niel, 


Boston, 24 


* M tt 


tf 


Thomas GremuOl, 


Congress, 28 


August 18, 


« 


ICIiahA TTipfnanj 


Alfred, 80 
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WHSH APPOINnD. 


NAMES. TO WHAT YXSSSL. < 


&UV8. 


August 22y 


1776 


• John Hodge, 


Montgomeiy, 


24 


u a 


M 


John Manlej, 






October 10, 


tt 


Lambert Wickes, 


Reprisal, 


16 


u u 


tt 


William Hallock, 






u u 


tt 


Hoysted Hacker, 






u u 


tt 


Isaiah Robinson, 






a u 


« 


John Paul Jones,' 


ProYidence, 


12 


« u 


tt 


James Josiah, 






u u 


tf 


Joseph Olnej, 


Cabot, 


14 


M tt 


tf 


James Robertson, 


Sachem, 


10 


« M 


tt 


John Young, 


Independence, 


10 


tt tt 


tt 


Elisha Warner, 






tt tt 


tt 


Lieut Co0L L Baldwin, 






tt tt 


tt 


Thomas Albertson, 


Musquito^ 


4 


Febniaiy 5, 


1777. 


Henry Johnson, 






Maidil5, 


U 


Daniel Waters, 






tt 


U 


Samuel Tucker, 






Mayl, 


1116. 


William Burke, 






June 18, 


M 


Peter Landais, 






September 26, 


ii 


Seth Harding, 






" 17, 


1779. 


Silas Talbot, 






tt M 


tt 


Samuel Nicholson, 






tt M 


tt 


John Nicholson, 






tt tt 


tt 


Heniy Skinner, 






tt tt 


tt 


Benjamin Dunn, 






« « 


« 


Samuel Chew. 








LTEUTKNANT8. 




Deo6mb6r22, 


1775. 


John Paul Jones, 


First, 




tt a 


u 


Rhodes Arnold, 


u 




tt .c 


tt 


CSa^^.X.^-^ 


tt 










tt tt 


tt 


Hoysted Hacker, 


u 




« tt 


tf 


Jonathan Pitcher, 


tt 




tt. tt 


tt 


Benjamin Seabury, 


Second, 




« tt 


tt 


Joseph Olney, 


M 




« tt 


tt 


Elisha Warner, 


tt 




« tt 


tt 




tt 




tt tt 


tt 




tt 


, 








« « 


« 


John Fanning, 


Thiid, 
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December 22, 


1776. 


Esekiel Burroughs, 


Third, 


tt tt 


tt 


Daniel Vaughan, 


tt 


June 69 


1776. 


Israel Turner, 


First, 


tt « 


tt 


Joseph Doble, 


Second, 


u u 


tt 


Mark Dennett, 


Third, 


July 22, 


tt 


Peter Shores, 


M 


M tt 


tt 


John Wheelright, 


tt • 


« it 


tt 


Josiah Shackford, 


tt 


August 17, 


tt 


William Barnes, 


EiiBt, 


« M 


tt 


Thomas Vaughan, 


Third, 


« 22, 


« 


Jonathan Maltby, 


First, 


« M 


tt 


David Phipps, 


Second, 


tt M 


tt 


Wilson, 


Rrst, 


M M 


(C 


John Nicholson, 


Second, 


FelvuaiyS, 


i7n. 


Elijah Bowen, 


First, 


August 6, 


tt 


John Bodeg, 


Second, 


« 12, 


tt 


William MoUeston, 


Third, 


July 20, 


tt 


Richard Dale, 


tt 


M « 


« 




M 


tt M 


tt 


Plunkett, 


tt 


tt tt 


tt 


Joshua Barney, 


« 


M « 


« 


Isaac Buck, 


tt 


M M 


tf 


John Stephens, 


tt 


U tt 


tt 


Aquilla Johns. 


tt 
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CHARACTER 



or 



COMMODORE JOHN PAUL JONES. 



Thb inddentB in the life of the Chevalier John Paul Jones, as far as the 
papers in the poesefision of the author, and information from respectable 
sources will explain and establish them, have been faithfully recited in the 
preceding pages. It only remains to draw from them the features of his 
character. 

It appears to the writer of this volume that there is a prevalent mistake 
in estimating the merits of singular or extraordinary men. They are 
measured by a standard somewhat like that of Procrustes, to correspond 
with which, those who were too long were cut shorter, and those who were 
too short were stretched to a greater length. K an individual who has 
distinguished himself in literature, in science, in the arts, in the affairs of 
state, or in arms, does not exhibit all the virtues of which human nature 
in its varieties is capable, he is pronounced defective, and «ondenmed 
accordingly. On the contrary, where the partiality of friendship or 
admiration would make a character, and the materials are inadequate to 
the structure, the individual is raised beyond his level by praises for 
frivolous qualiflcadons, which, as they relate to human actions, are utterly 
insignificant. 

The memory ot the Chevalier John Paul Jones does not reqmre any 
thing more, to ensure its perpetuation, than a just representaticii of hit 



Digitized by 



Google 



350 APPENDIX. 

acldeyements. There was nothing artifidal about him: eveiyihiiig was 
natural ; and whether he was addressing himself to Congress, to kings, 
nobles, or citizens, he uniformly manifested the same frankness of disposi- 
tion and resolution of purpose. We do not expect to find absolute 
perfection in him or in any other man. The temperament which belonged 
to him, the spirit of adventure by which he was impelled, his careleaB 
indifference to the accumulation of wealth, predsely in the proportion that 
they existed in him, were indispensable to form John Paul Johes. 
Every being acts agreeably to the constitution of its nature; and it 
would be just as absurd to look for a contemplative philosopher in the 
bustle of business, or a daring naval conmiander in the ordinary pursuits 
of dvil life, as to seek for a gently purling stream in the crater of a 
volcano. 

Of tibe birth, parentage, education, fast associations, and early avoca- 
tions of Jones, but little is known. That his rise in the world, whatever 
of fortune he had acquired, and knowledge he had obtained, were princi- 
pally owing to his own personal application and exertions, is apparenL 
That he was no novice when he entered the American service, is equally 
manifest That he understood the method of advancing his own interests, 
is also evident But there is this distinguishing trait in his character, 
which at once places him in the class of great men — ^his schemes for 
preferment were always founded upon considerations of accruing national 
benefits. Thus, when he insisted on his seniority of rank in the United 
States from the date of his original commission, he claimed it as well bom 
his efficiency as an officer as from that circumstance. When, in France, 
he requested an independent conunand, he urged it upon the ground of 
his capacity for rendering more essential services than others to the 
common cause, and appealed to fiEicts which no one could deny. And in 
Russia, where his nautical skill was so conspicuous, and his gallant beha- 
vior against the Turks so beneficial to the empress, he merely sought for 
the reward to which his conduct entitled him. 

Although not peculiarly trained to the usages of courts, he was obviously 
a courtier in no small degree ; for at Paris and Versailles he commonly 
cairied his points against the intrigues of disciplined intriguers. He 
baffled the petty artifices of his rivals more by his energy, and the utility 
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of his plans, than by finesse and cunning. He had, nevertheless, a native 
shrewdness which was not easily foiled. The yivadty of his temper did 
not qualify him for prolonged negotiations ; for, in his correspondence, as 
well as in combat, he was eager to grapple with his adversaiy, and to 
bring the question at issue to a termination as speedily as possible. He 
was impatient when out of employment ; and notwithstanding that he 
was, in his moments of leisure, disposed to be convivial, and occasionally 
indulged in the pleasures of sodely, it was more to relieve himself firom 
the uneasiness of lassitude than from any positive inclination to prodigality 
or dissipation. The same activity of mind that incessantly urged him to 
seek for new enterprises, made him restless in port, led him to the sodal 
board, or the society of the fiiir sex. Fruitful in expedients, he was never 
at a loss for a firesh project in which his talents might shine. Returning 
from the Bahamas, he wrote to his friends in Congress, pressing them to 
confide to him some new expedition ; when in France, his various propo- 
sitions to the Minister of the Marine, showed the fertility of his genius ; at 
the dose of the war of the American revolution, he soon found occupation 
in the fleet of Catharine; and when that scene closed upon him, he had 
his eye fixed on an adventure against the Algerines. He was, emphatic- 
ally, a man of action; and, fond of writing, he was indefatigable in 
recording not only his deeds but his sentiments. He seemed to abhor 
indolence ; and every hour that was not strictly devoted to the acquisition 
of glory, appeared to make him unhappy. 

There is reason to believe, from the frequent altercations in which Jones 
was engaged, that he was fond of supreme command, and that he did 
not bear with the best grace the dictates of a superior, or even the advice 
of an equal His weakness was that of selfishness in all that relates to 
personal fune. But who, in this respect, is not selfish! Sincere in 
friendship and intense in animosity, his feelings were expressed in strong 
and unequivocal terms. These, gaining currency, were seized upon to his 
disadvantage; and his enemies, who could not dispute his bravery, 
continually thwarted his purposes, by representing him as a person better 
qualified for the command of single ships than of squadrons — ^better suited 
to execute than to direct an enterprise. The diffioolties which he had to 
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enoountdr with r^;ard to prize-money, embfoiied bim with M. le Raj de 
Chaumont) who had been his fiiend and pation, and with whom he had 
been upon the meet intimate tenns. Tim unhappy difference arose chiefly 
from the different views which the parties took of the same traiwadaons, 
and was probaUy precipitated and continued by the impetuosity of Jones. 
The chevalier was hurt at the equalify which the *^ Cfoneordat ^ proscribed 
between himself and the other captains in the squadron whose cruiss 
terminated in the capture of the Serapis. That equality wounded tiie 
sensibility <ji Jones, and interfered with his predominatxag passion fer 
renown. It is known to the author, from a letter dictated by Dr. Fruiklin 
from a bed of sickness, dated at Philadelphia, in November, 1789, to the 
elder M. le Ray de Chaumont, that he did not regard the latter in the 
same un&vorable light that Jones did. In that letter, after the dose of 
the revolutionary war. Dr. Franklin speaks to his old acquaintance as the 
friend of America ; a language which he undoubtedly would not have 
held had M. le Ray de Chaumont been guilty of any thing improper 
concerning the prize-money alluded to, or of anything dishonest touching 
the American cause. It has been verified to the author in a manner which 
leaves no room for doubt, that M. le Ray de Chaumcmt, until the time <^ 
his death, entertained hr the Chevalier John Paul Jones the most sincere 
esteem, duly valuing his great faculties, but perceiving likewise the imper- 
fections of his temper, and his unbounded thirst for glory, whidi sometimes 
misled his judgment 

Had Jones been bom within the limits of the United Americsn 
Colonies, or been a native of France, he would perhaps have risen to a 
greater height of authority than he did in either country. He would not 
have arrived at greater honors ; and the command of the America^ 74, 
which was assigned to him by the unanimous vote of Congress, wis 
probably as high a distinction as any that an American naval officer could 
at that time have aspired to : Indeed, it is one of the highest naval trosto 
in the gift of the government of the United States at this time, 

Jones displayed his ruling passion in other instances than those of a 
warlike character. He had his bust taken, and distributed casta of it to a 
number ci American gentlemen of high standing; and espedalbjr to 
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General Washington, John Jay, General Irvine} General St. Clwr, Mr. 
Ross, Mr. Thomson, Secretary of Congress, Colonel Wadsworth, James 
Madison, and Colonel Carringtonl The busts were made by M. Houdan^ 
of Paris. In the medal voted to him by the Congress he was also very 
particular. In giving directions for its execution he decUured that he 
would have none struck but in gold. 

The influence of Jones's achievements in Europe was very considerable. 
His firmness whilst lying in the Texel, the ability with which he conducted 
himself in that critical situation, and the impression which his capture of 
the Serapis had made, had an effect on the deliberation of the States 
General of Holland, and hastened their resolutions in &vor of the 
independence of the United States of America. 

Whilst in the command of a squadron in Europe, Jones had 
treated the Danish flag with much respect When he visited Copen- 
hagen this courtesy was recollected; and the court of Denmark 
subsequently granted him a yearly pension of fifteen hundred rix-doUais. 
At first he did not touch this stipend, but his affiurs falling into 
some embarrassment, he accepted it ; not, however, without the 
privily, and, it is presumed, the assent of his own government. Had 
his afiaiiB been in a more prosperous train, he would in all probability 
never have applied for it. 

In his letters to Lady Selkirk will be perceived the generous delicacy 
of a noble mind. He could not restrain the cupidity of his men ; but he 
did what it remained in his power to do : he restored the plundered plate 
at the expense of his private purse. Alexander the Great himself never 
performed a more Hberal action. 

On the whole, the Chevalier John Paul Jones was a man of strong 
natural facultaes ; of a good English education ; of an ardent temperament ; 
of a quick penetration ; of a firm and daring courage ; with an inclination 
to literature, an extraordinary ambition, a restleas activity of soul, an 
indifference for money, a heart that felt for the distress of his fellow 
creatures, a spirit that would neither give nor brook an insult, and a 
philanthropy co-extensive with the globe. He delighted in being 
coDflidered an American citizen, but was still more pleased with being 
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known aa the friend of the human race, and aa the enemy of its 
oppreasoiB. 

" Glory I Immortal glory, was his goal, 
On which he fiz'd his fond unerring eye ; — 
It nerv*d his arm ; it warm'd his inmost soul ; 
It taught him how to live, and how to die." 
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COMMODOBE RICHARD DALE. 



GoMMODORB Dale having been mentioned in the course of the foregoing 
life of the Chevalier Paul Jones, a brief biographical sketch of that respect- 
able ofScer may be satisfactory to the reader. 

He was bom on the Western Branch, four or five miles from Norfolk, 
Yir^ia. He went to sea when lie was between twelve and thirteen 
years of age, and served his time in the employment of Thomas Newton, 
a respectable merchant of Norfolk. In the autumn of 1775 he was the 
mate of a brig belonging to CoL Newton, and arrived at Norfolk, where a 
British ship of war was lying, and things very unsettled. He pro- 
ceeded with the brig up James River, to City Point In March, 1776, 
Captain Barrett, the commander of the brig, was engaged in the Virginia 
state service, and Commodore Dale was sent down the river by him to 
Sandy Point, in a small schooner, for some guns, and was captured by a 
British tender and taken to Norfolk. In July he entered as a midshipman 
on board the United States brig Lexington, Captain Barry. In October 
he sailed in that brig as master^s mate, from Philadelphia to Cape Fran- 
cois. On his return, towards the end of December, Commodore Dale was 
captured by the British frigate Liverpool, off the Capes of Virginia. The 
wind was strong and the sea high at the time, so that the enemy could 
take only seven of the officers out The remaining offices and crew 
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retook the brig the following night, and carried her to Baltimore. On the 
1st of January, 1111 ^ he was landed on Cape Henlopen, made the best 
of his way to Philadelphia, and was ordered by the Navy Department at 
Baltimore. From thence he sailed in March for Bordeaux, in the brig 
Lexington, Henry Johnston commander, and from Bordeaux to Nantes, to 
join Captain Wicks v^ the ship Reprisal, and Captain Samuel Nicholson 
in a cutter. He sailed on a cruise from that place in May or June to the 
Bay of Biscay, the English and Irish channels, and was chased into Mor- 
laix, where he remained for some time. He sailed from that port about 
the l^th or 18th of September, bound for the United States, and the next 
morning fell in with a British cutter. After an action of four hours, the 
aomiunition having all been expended, the vessel struck, and Commodore 
Dale was carried into Mill prison. He made his escape in February fol- 
lowing, arrived at London, was retaken, and sent back to prison. In 
February, 17 7 9, he made his escape a second time, went up to London, 
thence to Dover, to Calais, to Paris, to Nantes, and to L'Orient, where he 
joined Commodore Jones, in the Bon homme Richard, as master^s mate. 
Before the sailing of that ship, Jones made him his first lieutenant Com- 
modore Dale^s account of the battle with the Serapis will be found in the 
preceding narrative. He returned, about the age of 22 years and 6 
months, with Jones in the Ariel to Philadelphia, where he entered on 
board the Trumbull of 28 guns. Captain James Nicholson, and was taken 
off the Capes of Delaware by two British ships of war, and carried into 
New York, in August, 1781. He was exchanged in the succeeding 
November. 

When, under the present Constitution of the United States, the naval 
establishment was commenced, Commodore Dale "was honorably remem- 
bered. He was appointed a captain on the 11th of May, 1798, to take 
rank from the 4th of June, 1794. In May, 1798, the obmmand of the 
sloop of war Ganges, of 24 guns, was given to him, with orders to cruise 
between the Capes of Virginia and Long Island, so as to afford the beat 
protection in his power to our jurisdictional righto, and ta aU vessels of the 
United States coming in or going off the coast, against French cnusers. 
On the 1st of February, 1779, he went to the East Indies on furlough. — 
On the 28th of April, 1801, he was appointed to the oommand of the 
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American squadron in the Mediterranean, to protect our commerce from 
the attacks of the Regencies of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. He resigned 
his commission on the l7th of December, 1802, and now resides in Phila- 
delphia, in the bosom of an amiable family, respected and beloved by a 
numerous circle of relations, friends, and acquaintances, enjoying the fruits of 
his manly and patriotic exertions in the cause of Anaerican Independence. 
The following attestation of character, by the Chevalier John Paul Jones, 
speaks impressively in &vor of the gallant, intrepid, and worthy veteran, 
Dale: 

Commodore J. Paul Jones's letter of recommendation and certificate of 
merit for Lieutenant Richard Dale, dated July I8thy 1781. 

*^ The bearer hereof, Mr. Richard Dale, having served as a master's mate 
in the continental brigantine Lexington, and escaped from an English 
prison long after that brigantine was taken in the European seas, was 
employed by me in France in the springy of 1779, on board the continental 
ship of war Bon homme Richard, as a master's mate. In the summer of 
that year I promoted him to the station of lieutenant, and gave him a 
oommission. He was with me as lieutenant in that ship on a cruise in 
the Bay of Biscay, and on the expedition from France round the west of 
Ireland, by the north, to the Texel. He afterward was with me as a 
lieutenant in the Alliance from the Texel to Spain and back to France, 
and from France he came with me as lieutenant in the Ariel to this dty. 
In the action between the Bon homme Richard and the Serapis, he com- 
manded the fore part of the battery of 12-pounder8, and did his utmost 
till it was silenced by the fire of the Serapis, the C3ountess of Scarborough, 
and the Alliance. He afterward did his best to assist at the pumps and 
other places, showing a firmness and military spirit which does him the 
highest honor, and fi>r which he has my particular thanks. When the 
Ariel was dismounted he showed no less firmness, and in the action 
between the Ariel and Triumph, did his duty with great spirit Mr. Dale 
18 included in the vote of thanks with which I have been honored by the 
United States in Congress assembled, since my return from Europe, and 
will, I am sure, always approve himself a good man and deserving ofScer. 
Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia this 18th day of July, 1781." 
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or 



LIEUTENANT ELIJAH HALL- 



Ha VINO giren a brief outline of the character of Commodore Dale, it 
would be injustice to omit a due notice of another brave and meritoiioua 
officer, who served with the Chevalier John Paul Jones. We allude to 
Elijah Hall, who was a lieutenant under the Chevalier in the Ranger. 

Lieut. Hall had entered on board this vessel at Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, before her departure for France, and was in her with Jones in 
his cruise on the coasts of Scotland and Ireland, in the descent on White- 
haven, and in the battle with the Drake. When Simpson behaved bo 
badly as to disobey orders, it was Hall that was selected to arrest him, 
and to command the Drake in his stead. The prominent traits of Lieut 
HalPs character were promptitude and energy; of which he gave a 
remarkable instance in repairing Uie Drake in the course of one night 
with the assistance of forty men, after Simpson had pronounced it impoa* 
sible in her then shattered condition. 

Lieutenant Hall went to Brest with Jones ; and when, through the 
benevolence of the latter, Simpson was put in command of the Ranger for 
the purpose of returning to America, Hall occupied the post of fint 
lieutenant After his return to the United States, he was engaged in 
several expeditions against the enemy, on board the same ship with 
Commodore Whipple, and was very successful in making captureB, most 
of which arrived safely in port When the America, 74, was assigned to 
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Jones, he ofifered lieut Hall a very honorable and efficient station in her ; 
but the gift of that vessel to France frustrated his good intentions. Lieut 
Hall eventually proceeded in the Ranger, with other ships-of-war, to assist 
in the defence of Charleston, South Carolina, where he fell into the hands 
of the enemy, in conunon with the garrison, by capitulation. He 
returned to New Hampshire, b«t was not exchanged until a general sur- 
render of prisoners. He never resigned his commission, and was always 
ready for active service. At tho close of the war of the revolution he 
engaged in commercial pursuits, by which he enriched himself; but 
suffered considerably by the British orders in council and the French 
Berlin and Milan decrees. Although offered a pension by government, he 
would not receive it ; but accepted the appointment of naval officer for 
Portsmouth, a situation which he still retains at the advanced age of 83. 
With the snow of so many winters upon his head, he discharged his 
duty, it is understood, with the greatest satis&ction to the merchants and 
others, affording proof of an uncommon vigor of constitution and strength 
of intellect Faithful to his country and true to his duty in every situa- 
tion, there can be no doubt that a consciousness of probity has ensured 
for him that intellectual tranquillity, which is so favorable to human life. 

In closing the foregoing sketch of the Life of Mr. Hall, the author will 
remark, to show the true patriotism that ever filled the inmost soul of this 
late gallant naval officer, that after the passage of the act of Congress, 
placing the officers of the revolution on the pension list, Mr. Hall politely 
refused to have his name entered as a pensioner: observing that, in 
defending his country, and assisting in giving her independence, he was 
doing but his duty as an American officer, feeling content in having the 
approbation of his heroic commands PaulJones, endorsed by his country, 
which would be left as a legacj to his children, and &r more valuable than 
a pension certificate. 



PAUL JONES TO COL. SHERBURNK 

Thx following letter from Paul Jones to his friend, Colonel Sherbumey 
late Judge of the Admiralty Court of New Hampshire (the frither of the 
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author), shows that Jones was schooled in the fashionable drdes ot 
etiquette as well as in the well known school of disdpline in the navy, so 
highly necessary on board a man-of-war, and to which may be attributed 
the many signal triumphs in battling with the Britash commanders on the 
ocean, and carrying in triumph the flag of independence which he was 
never known to strike, while, like a meteor, he dashed over the seas in 
quest of new victories over a proud and cruel enemy. 

The letter will also do away the fi^se impression that Jones was dis- 
tressed in his pecuniary means after the peace with England in 1783. 
The Mrs. Langdon mentioned was the auiit of the author and wife of the 
late Governor John Langdon, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, who was 
the Navy Agent during the Revolutionary war at Portsmouth, where was 
built and £tted for a cruize the sloop-of-war Ranger, of 20 guns, com- 
manded by Paul Jonis, — ^which ship captured in the Irish Channel, off 
Carrickfergus, the British ship-of-war Drake, of 22 guns, and sent her as 
a prize into Brest under command of lieut Elijah Hall (&ther-in-law of 
the author), a biographical sketch of whose life is published in this 
work 

^^Bemamy PenrCctj August 21«f, 1783. 

" Dear Colonel, 

" You did me the honor to write me a very handsome letter after your 
arrival in France, which claims my thanks both as a mark of your atten- 
tion, and on account of the polite compliments it pays my endeavoun as 
an officer. My wishes would have impelled me to far greater exertions, 
but my projects were constantly cramped for want of means. It is now 
peace, and, I hope, I may have occasion to learn war no more. I was in 
hopes you would have buought me some letters. I persuade myself, that 
if some of my Parisian friends had known of the opportunity, they would 
have embraced it. I shall be glad to hear from you at Philadelphia, 
where I expect to find myself about the latter end of this month. I am 
here for the recovery of my health, which has been in a bad state ever 
since my return from South America. ^ 

" You will oblige me with the history of your travels in the great 
Vforld at Paris, as well as in the agreeable world at Portsmouth. You 
will please to make my respectful comptimeots to your sister, Mrs. Lang- 
don, and to any other of the fiiir ladies to wh(Mn yon have KMon to 
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tihink they will be acceptable ; ^f which, dear Colonel^ you are to render 
an account 

"I am, dear Sir, 

"' Your most obedient and most humble sevant, 

" John Paul Jonkb." 
Col. John S. Shkrburne, \ 
Portsmouth, v 

New Hampshire. ) 

** P. S. — Perhaps I may visit Portsmouth this fall. La the mean time, 
do you know of any advantageous scheme where three or four thousand 
pounds sterling might be employed ? " 



PAUL JONES'S PILLAGE OF SELKIRK CASTLE,. 

ST. mart's isle, in IIIS; 

For which he was branded a Pirate by England. 

The author will refer the reader to page 50 in this work, to an 
unanswerable, polite, and most feeling letter from Commodore Paul Jones, 
commanding the U. S. sloop of war Ranger of 20 guns, dated May 8th, 
1778, on board his victorious ship, the day following his capture of the 
British ship of war Drake, after a long and bloody engagement, yard-arm 
and yard-arm, off Carrickfergus, Ireland, in which is fiilly and most feel- 
ingly explained the reason of his visit to St Mary's Isle, the taking of the 
plaie^ &c, and its intended restitution on liis arrival at Brest ; all of which 
will be seen i^ the correspondence on the subject ; — Jones most strictly 
complied with his promise to the very letter. For this, this gallant naval 
officer was branded a ^ freebooter^* ^ pirate,*^ <kc., by England, echoed by 
Europe, and re-echoed by his enemies in America, This vile censorious 
stigma rested on the hero's name until he had lain quietly in his grave for 
thirty-three years, not even his own relations would own him as a relation 
in Scotland, or in South Carolina, until the author published an authentic 
bistoiy of the life and character of Paul Jones, under the supervisement 
Off the late Samuel L. Southarf}, Secretary of the Navy, assisted by the 
late ei-presidents Thomas JelQferson, Mr. Madison, and John Quiney 
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Adams, also the Marquis La Fajette, as will be seen in this work from 
their correspondence with the author. And notwithstanding the copy- 
right was purchased for publication in London, from the Author, by 
John Murray, of Albemarle street, through his bankers, Baring, Brothers, 
<fe Co., thus placing the character of Paul Jones on an equal, if not a 
superior footing with many of the British admirals, yet still his name was 
stigmatized in England whenever it happened to be named, and for the 
sole cause Britain never can forgive Jones for bearding the ^ IwrC^ in his 
lair, capturing their crack frigates single handed, dashing through her 
proud, hitherto invincible fleets, taking their most valuable merchant ships 
in sight of their harbors, landing and spiking the guns in their forts, 
carrying off prisoners to exchange for American seamen who were dying 
in British prisons, and causing alarm throughout the coasts of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, which cost millions of gold to defend against the 
small American squadron of Paul Jones, whom they stigmatized the pirali^ 
although imder the protection of the American flag which he first hoisted, 
but never disgraced by striking it to a foe. The whole history of the 
landing at St Mary's Isle, the taking of the plate from Selkirk Castle, was 
given verbally to the author by the late Elijah Hall, of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire (father-in-law to the author), and one of the Heutenants who 
landed at the Isle, and superintended the packing of the plate to convey 
on board the Ranger, every article of which (as will be seen in the corre- 
spondence page 50) was returned in the same good order a few months 
subsequent to its being carried from the casUe, and duly, pohtely 
acknowledged by the Earl of Selkirk, with many thanks to Captain John 
Paul Joms^ of the American Navy^ — not Paul Jones the Pirate, 

Commodore John Paul Jones on the ocean, during the American 
revolution, was, as General Washington on the land, never known to be 
defeated in battle, and neither ever receiving a wound, seemingly under 
the protection of Providence in America's struggle for independence. 

The following is a copy of letters of administration taken out by the 
author for the purpose of examining the apcounts of Paul Jones at the. 
Treasury of the United States, to see if his heiis had any demand on the 
government ; the result was, that no demand could be made, as the books 
and accounts at the treasury show conclusive evidence, that previous to 
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Paul Joneses departure for Europe, after the peace of 1783, he had, in 
person, settled his aooounts at the Treasury, and received in full all and 
every just demand for pay, rations, <&c., since he entered the navy in 
1776, likewise tUX prize-money due, as he paid himself while in France, as 
will be seen by page 276 in this work. The prizes sent into Bergen, in 
Norway, in 1799, as per insurance in London, to £50,000 sterling, is still 
due from Denmark, as will be seen by the joint resolution of Congress in 
appendix of this work, passed and approved July, 1848, in which all the 
officers, seamen, and marines who served under Paul Jones, in 1779, are 
entitled to a share of this money according to their relative rank, or their 
heifB and assigns when it shall be received from Denmark, except the sole 
heir of Paul Jones and heirs of Captain Landais, who have received their 
full share of the above amount from the U. S. Treasury, per acts of Con- 
gress, as will be seen in this work. Paul Jones's heirs are all dead but 
one, — ^Miss Lowden, a grand-niece, and daughter of the late John Lowden, 
merchant of Charleston, S. C, who was a nephew of Paul Jones. The 
author, to be positive as regards the heirs, made fiill enquiry on his late 
tour in Scotland, and issued a public notice through the press in Scotland, 
notifying all concerned to send or call on the author at Tate's Royal 
Hotel, Prince Street, Edinburgh, or the Star Hotel, James's Square, 
Glasgow, but no response to the notice to this date. 

The splendid sword presented in person to Paul Jones by Louis XVL 
of France, for his heroic achievements during the American Revolutionary 
war against the British, is now in possession of Captain Dale, U. S. Navy, 
Philadelphia, son of the late Commodore Richard Dale, first lieutenant 
under Jones. This splendid sword, the only relic left of value as belonging 
to Paul Jones, should be demanded by Miss Lowden, only heir, as the 
author has no evidence or knowledge how this sword came into the poa- 
session of Commodore Dale, and by what right it is still held from the 
heir of so distinguished and heroic naval commander of the revolution ;^- 
an explanation should be demanded. 

«« District of Columbia. 
" County of Washington, i 
^ United States of America. 
^To all persons to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 



, to wit: > 
erica. ) 
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" Enow ye, that whereas John Paul Jones, late of the United States 
Navy, deceased, hath died intestate, as it is said, leaving certain goods, 
chattels, and personal estate to be administered : Now^ know y«, That 
administration of all and singular the goods, chattels, rights and credits of 
the said John Paul Jones, deceased, is hereby granted and committed 
unto Col. John Henry Sherburne, of the County and District aforesaid. 

"^ Witness^ Nathaniel P. Caurin, Esquire, Judge of the Orphans' Court 
of Washington County aforesaid, this 18 th day of February, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States the sixty-second. 

" Test^ Edward N. Roach, Register of Wills, 

^Oath administered to the above named administrator, and sworn 
before me on the day above mentioned, and public notice in the papera 
duly given. 

" Edward N. Roach, Register of WUUy 



OFFICIAL LETTERS TO THE AUTHOR, 

KBLATTVE TO THB ORIGINAL MUSTER ROLLS OF THE UNTIED STATES 
FRIGATES BON HOMME RICHARD, ALLIANCE, AND SLOOP OF WAR 
PALLAS, IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PRIZE-MONST DEPOSITED IK 
THE TBXASURT IN 1800. 

From the First Auditor of the U. S. Treasury, 

" Treasury Department^ Washington^ May Ith, 1827. 
"Sir, 
"Will you have the goodness to inform this Department, where an 
official list of the crew of the United States frigate Alliance, when com- 
manded by Commodore John Paul Jones in the Revolutionary War, 
exhibiting a distribution of prize-money, can be procured ? It is not to be 
found in either of the State or Treasury Departments. 

" Very respectfully, sir, 

" Your obedient servant, ^ 

" Jesse Mtllbb, 1st Auditor. 

^ CoL JoBH H. Sherburne, Author Life of Paul Jones, ) 
Washington City." J 
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From the Register of the Trecuury (f the United States. 

" Treasury Department, Register's Office, August 2<?. 
"Sir, 

" After a careful examination of the files of this office, the only^paper 
found in relation to the prize-money (t50,000) due to the officers and 
crews under command of the late Commodore John Paul Jones, is a copy 
of a certified copy of the crew of the Bon homme Richard and Alliance. 
No original muster or pay roll appears to have been filed with any of the 
accounts for prize-money mentioned in the list made out for you by Mr. 
Underwood, herewith returned. I also enclose a memorandum of Mr. 
Underwood on the subject of the lists. 
V "I am, very respectfully, yours, Ac, 

" Daniel Graham, Register. 
" CoL John H. Sherburne, Present*^ 

From J, W, Underwood, Chief Clerk of First Auditor's Ofjke, as men- 
turned in Mr. Gfraham^s letter, of August 2d, to the author, 

"Sir, 
" I have no recollection of ever having seen the original rolls of which 
Colonel Sherburne speaks in 1837. I was not Chief Clerk then, and had 
nothing to do with the distribution of the prize-money, but after the 
leeignation of Mr. Mahan, Chief Clerk, I had to adjust one or two of the 
accounts, and in doing so, referred to lists filed with one of the early 
settlements, perhaps the first, under the third section of act of Congress, 
dd March, 183 7, (Naval Appropriation,) but the lists, I am persuaded, of 
the Bon homme Richard and Alliance were not originals, but copies : they 
are to be found, I presume, now filed with said settlement I think that 
about a year since Major T. L. Smith (late Register) made inquiry for 
them. 

" Yours truly, Ac, 

"J. W. Underwood. 
^ Hon. Daniel Graham, Register of the Treasury." 

From the Secretary of State to the author. 

" Departmmt of State, ApM 18<A. 
"Sib, 
^In aoBwer to your letter of the 14tli instant, I have to infoim you thai 
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there are no muster rolk of ihe frigate Alliance, in 1^82, among tbe 
papers of Commodore John Paul Jones in this Department 
*' I am, sir, your obedient servant^ 

^^ Jambs Buohanak, Secretary of State. 
"Col.7oHN H. Sherburne, Present" 



PRIZE MONEY 

VUK TO THE 0F7I0SRS, SEAMEN, AND MARINES OF THE U. 8. FRIOATK 
BON HOMME RICHARD AND ALLIANCE, UNDER COMMAND OF COM- 
MODORE JOHN PAUL JONES IN 1119, AND NOT PAm UNTIL MARCH, 

1837, AND THEN thirtyseven years^ interest refused to the heirs of 

THE GALLANT TARS, SO JUSTLT DUE. 

While the author was examining the documents and papers which 
Ex-President Thomas Jefferson had sent him a year previous to the 
patriot's death, all relative to his friend, the late Paul Jones, a discovery 
was made of great importance which had heen secreted since 1800, viz. : 
That Paul Jones had paid into the hands of Mr. Jefferson then Minister 
to France, and on the eve of returning to the United States, $60,000 to 
be by him deposited in the U. S. Treasury for the benefit as prize money 
due to all those officers and men who served in the American squadron 
m Europe, and to be p^id them by the government pro rata immediately 
after the amount was deposited by Mr. Jefferson. It was the last day of 
February, 1837, when it was by accident discovered by the author, who 
at once called at the Treasury to ascertain why and wherefore this large 
amount of money had been so long withheld from the brave tars of the 
revolution who had fought and bled under their heroic commander, while 
carrying in triumph the flag of liberty over every sea, seeking and captur- 
ing the foe, to independence. On examination there it was found correct, 
but the money could not be withdrawn without an act of Congress, which 
body was then in session, and but three days remained before adjournment. 
The author called on the Revolutionary Committee, stated the case which 
was satisfactory, when they agreed to report it to the House that morning, 
and endeavor to have it attached as a rider to the Navy Bill, then 
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before tlie Senate for amendment, on its return to the House, which proved 
snocessfiil by a unanimous vote. The author, by^ authority, advertised 
through the press for all concerned to forward their claims to the first 
Auditor of the Treasury for payment according to their rank, and the 
following is an official statement transmitted to the author in 1842, giving 
the names, rank, and prize money paid to claimants, &c^ viz. : — 





Paid 


m 1838. 






Lawrence Brooks, 


Surgeon, 


Bon homme Richard, 


lUl 41 


Cutting Lunt, 


lieutenant. 


a u 


U 


730 74 


Jonathan Wells, 


Gunner, 


U M 


M 


79 58 


Oabert Wall, 


Seaman; 


u u 


(i 


Z^ 88 


Richard Wall, 


(i 


M M 


tt 


36 88 


Aaron Goodwin, 


a 


M ' U 


i( 


29 84 


Benjamin Balch, 


Chaplidn, 


Frigate Alliance, 


47 74 


John Green, 


Carpenter's Mate, " 


U 


79 68 


Thomas Balch, 


Seaman, 


u 


tt 


39 79 


Thomas Case, 


t4 


u 


(i 


39 79 


Joseph Ferdinand, 


U 


u 


U 


39 79 


Ephraim Clark, 


U 


u 


tt 


39 79 


John Gunnerson, 


a 


Bon honmie Richard, 


120 11 




$1470 92 




Paid 1 


m 1839. 






Bichard Dale, 


First Lieut, 


Bon honmie Richard, 


$756 58 


Samuel Stacy, 


Sail. Master, 


<i u 


tt 


766 68 


Samuel Guild, 


Surg. Mate, 


Frigate Alliance, 


79 68 


Amos Windship, 


Surgeon, 


M 


tt 


189 14 


Benjamin Balch, 


Chaplain, 


M 


M 


15 90 


Andrew Withan, 


Seaman, 


U 


« 


39 79 


Samuel Gray, 


(( 


a 


tt 


39 79 




$1877 86 




Paid^ 


m 1840. 






Jacob Nutter, 


Qu'r Master, 


Frigate Alliance, 


$79 68 


John Sticknej, 


Seaman, 


M 


tt 


19 90 



$09 48 



Digitized by 



Google 



868 APPENDIX. 

Pmd m 1841 cmd 1842. 

Nathaniel Fanning, Midshipman, Bon homme Bichaidy % 66 42 
HeniyLunt, Lieutenant, " " " 38Y 40 



13899 58 

February lO^A, 1846. 
Read and committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Maday, from the Committee on Naval Afiairs, reported the follow- 
ing Bill :— 

"A BILL 
^For the Relief of the Heirs of John Paul Joms. 

^* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiyes of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That the aooountK 
of the late Commodore John Paul Jones with the United States 
be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, to adjust and pay upon the 
principles of justice and equity, according to acts in similar cases, and 
applicable thereto. 

^Section 2d. — And be it further enouited, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby instructed to pay to the legal representatives of the 
said John Paul Jones, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, his proportion of the value, as estimated by Benjamin 
Franklin with interest, of three prizes captured by the squadron under the 
command of the said Jones, and delivered up to Great Britain by Den- 
mark in 1779 ; to be apportioned on the basis of the distribution of a 
setUement made with, for prizes captured by the said squadron, and 
received from the Court of fVance, and confirmed by Congress in 1787; 
the said proportion to be deducted from the indemnity to be received frttn 
Denmark, in satisfaction of the loss sustained in the three prizes 
aforesaid.'^ 

Passed, and approved by the President of the United States, July 6, 
1848, granting $50,000 to the heirs of the gallant hero, leavmg $150,000 
of the Danish Claim to be distributed among the oflScen and crews in the 
Squadron of 1779, when demanded. 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 

BBLATIVX TO THK BSMOYAL OF PAUL JONEs's REMAINS FROM PARIS TO 
THE UNITED STATES FOR INTERMENT, IN THE UNITED STATES FRIGATE 
ST. LAWRENCE, COMMANDER JOSHUA R. SANDS, BT ORDERS FROM THE 
HON. WILLIAM A. GRAHAM, SECRETARY OF THE NAVT. 

The auUior had made a request of Mr. Bancroft, in writing, in 1845, 
when at the head of the Navy Department, asking that the remains 
might be brought home, in one of the return ships in the Mediterranean, 
but received no reply. 

^^Navy Department^ January ZOth^ 1851. 
"Sir, 

" Agreeably to the request contained in your letter of the 27th instant, 
an order has this day been issued to the commander of the frigate St, 
Lawrence, directing him to receive on board at Southampton, the remains 
of the late John Paul Jones, to be transported to New York. 

" I am, respectfidly, your obedient servant, 

" William A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy. 
" CoL John H. Sherburne, New York." 

As there were no instructions in the above letter to receive the author 
on board the frigate St Lawrence, with the remains of the late Commo- 
dore Paul Jones, at Southampton, (England,) to be taken to New York, 
the author addressed a note to the Secretary, to inquire if it were neces- 
sary for a specific order to the commander of the St Lawrence to that 
effect, and the following letter from the Secretary wishes it to be so under- 
stood, both by the Department and the commander of the frigate, Captain 
Sands, that the author should accompany the remains to New York, in 
ihefrigato. 

^Navy Department^ February 21«/, 1861. 
"Sir, 
^ Your letter of the 20th instant, requesting that directions may be 
given to Commander Sands to receive you on board the frigate St Law- 
lenoe, on your arrival at Southampton from Paris, with the remains of the 

24 
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late John Paul Jones, has been received. The Department does not deem 
it necesBary to issue the order asked for, as it presumes there will be no 
difficulty in the case. 

*' I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

** WiLUAM A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy. 
** Ck>L John H. Shkbbubnb, New York." 

Extract of a letter from a distinguished author in Philadelphia, relative 
to the removal of the remains of the late Commodore Paul Jones from 
France to the United States, to the author. 

^ Mt Dear Colonel, 

^ I regret exceedingly that I was not able to see you previous to your 
departure for New York. So fearful was I that you would not decide as 
I desired as regards the disposition of the remains of Paul Jones, that I 
concluded to send this letter after you. 

^ I repeat to you, that in no event must the remains of the Chevalier 
Jones repose anywhere save in this country. America, which is the legatee 
of his fame, should be the guardian of his ashes. I guarantee to you a 
most glorious reception, an honorable and public mterment for them. 
This I give you on my own personal responsibility. But that were need- 
less ; for so soon as we learn that you are about to start with them, so 
soon will we prepare for a public demonstration, which will be enthu- 
•iastic 

^ On no account must the remains of Paul Janes repoee in other than 
American eoU. 

^ With sentiments of the highest respect, I am, dear Colonel, 

" Yours very truly, Ac** 

Letter from the Hon. Richard Rush, Minister to the Court of St Cloud, 
to the author, in relation to the removal of the remains of Commodore 
John Paul Jones to the United States, for interment at Washington City. 

*" Legation of the UnUed States, Paris, January 9d, 1848. ) 
8, Rue de MaH^non. ] 

"MtDbarSir, 
''In reply to your letter oC the 28th ult, I beg to say, that on your 
arrival at Paris I will gladly aid you in any suggestions or steps that mi^ 
be proper nd practicable, on my part, towards the interestii^ object you 
propoee to younel^ of removing to our countiy, ion interment in the Con- 
gress cemeteiy at Washington, the remains of Paul Jones, frc»n their 
present entombment in this cajntaL But, umnstnicted by the So c rotaiy 
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of State on this subject, and uninformed if Congreaa has passed any reso- 
lution in regard to it^ I must wait your arrival for information on these 
and other points, preliminary to any steps of mine, ofScial or otherwise, 
with this government or the public authorities of Paris on the occasion. 
I have no knowledge of the place of his interment, of which, perhaps, you 
may know something. I am happy to see, by our papers, that the Senate 
has already, at Uie present session of Congress, passed a bill for the rehef 
of the heirs of this gaUant patriot and warrior of our Revolution. 
^ I remain, dear sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

**£i€HiJu> Bush. 
^CoL John H. SHERBmurc, 96 Strand, London.'* 



NAVY AND REVENUE SERVICR 

Thb autiior profissses to have had some experience in naval as well as 
mifitary matters, during the last quarter of a century, and the pleasure of 
corresponding with oflSeers of high rank in both departments, white 
holding responsible confidential i^^xnntments under the several adminis- 
trations; consequently his fedings naturally became enlisted in their 
behalf more especiaHy when neglect, or injustice, seemed their only reward 
for long service and sacrifice in the cause of our model republic, tbe poU- 
staTy on which all nations now gase with astonishment at its power, 
magnanimity, and greatness. 

While casting a gbince over the printed naval register for the current 
year (which was politely indosed to the author from the department, a 
copy of which is added in the appendix to this work), and seeing so many 
officers marked ^ off duty y^ or ^* waitmg orders,^ the idea suggested itself 
why the revenue cutters on the several stations should not be officered 
from the navy instead of taking HvUianB from their trade or profession to 
command eutters, being wholly ignorant of navigation, or the disciplinA 
required on board ship, ^ 

Therefore, would it not, under such dieumstanees, be advisaUe for the 
Secretary of the Navy (who is ever alive to all that concerns die welfiire 
of the department over which he presides with so mudi ensdit to the 
Republic) to vaggeei the expediency, at the next session of Congress, of 
pladng the revenue cutters under the command of lieutenants in the navy, 
and ordering passed midshipmen to them as acting lieutenants, with two 
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or throe midaliipmenL to learn practical navigation eoashdae^ until other 
duties can be given them. If this were done, active employment would 
be given to a goodly number of the grade of officers named, who are 
anxious for active service and a chance for a more tiioiough knowledge of 
their profession, which the present limited nnmber of our veaseb of war, 
and the yearly increase of officers of these grades, now pieyent In hd 
revenue cutters would prove good schools for the officers, inasmuch as 
they would, in time, become efficient pilots on our widely extended coast, 
which would not only be useful to theniy but of great importance to the 
whole country in time of toar, more particularly as these officers, on bdng 
transferred to large ships of war, could, on any emergency, act as skilful 
practical pilots on approaching the coast, or entering harbors, in war or 
peace, in calms or tempests, without waiting for a harbor pilot 

If economy be the foundation of a Republican Ibim of government, as it 
would seem to be, a regulation as suggested would prove an immense 
saving on the calls of the Treasury ; for the grade oi officers alluded to^ 
who are from year to year doing no active service, and drawing regularly 
their full monthly pay and rations, if ordered to the cutters, would not 
increase the appropriation for the navy but a mere trifle, while an immense 
saving would unquestionably be made to the nation by substituting the 
navy officers for the present revenue officers, who, near half of their time, 
are, with their beautiful craft, at anchor in harbors, or engaged on fishing 
and other excursions during the summer months, and, in winter, most 
frequentiy, are seen fix>zen up in the ice, and helpless as a Urch canoe. 

It will be easily conceived that the minds of navy officers must necessa- 
rily become uneasy when they are continued too long in any one grade, 
and become rusty, which must be the case while the present law exists 
regulating the number in the service, and consequentiy slow promotions ; 
for it must be conceded by all who are anywise acquainted with naval 
tactics, that it is the work of many years' study and experience to acquire 
the high degree of science necessary to a great sea officer, and the plan 
suggested of having the revenue cutters officered by HeuteiuintB and 
midshipmen, would be one step towards allowing these officers some 
chance of acquiring a knowledge of their profession before they become 
grey, as some already are, and also to learn that there is as much difiiarenoe 
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between a batde between two shipe, and an engagement between two 
fleets, as there is between a duel and a ranged battle between two annies ; 
that the mere holding a eommisgion and wearing a button for twenty yean 
on shore, is no evidence of an officer being a thorough seaman, or fit to 
oonmiand a man-of-war in case of sudden emergency. A navy may be 
officered, but it is not so sure that officers are always equal to their 
commiesioM. Let them have experience. There are about thirty vessels 
in the revenue service, officered by civilians, to the number of over a 
hundred, while streets and hotels are thronged with supplemental naval 
officers, drawing pay and soliciting service in vain. 

FRIGATE PAUL JONES. 

The author has repeatedly been asked the question, both in Europe and 
his own country, why the government omitted naming a ship of war in 
honor to the memory of Paul Jones, who so distinguished himself in the 
American Revolution, and so triumphantiy disputed with England the 
supremacy of the sea, by conquering her crack frigates, single handed, 
whenever an opportunity offered, and sending them as prizes into port 

In answer to this question, the author has invariably screened the go- 
vernment from any reproach for the want of any neglect on their part in 
the desire that a frigate of the first class should expressly be built, to be 
named the Paul Jones, in memory of the late naval chieftain, and the 
foUowing act was passed unanimously by Congress, and approved by the 
President, June SOth, 1834. — See volume 9, page 121, section 1st, chap- 
ter 125, Laws of the United States. 

'^ An Act authormng the Purchase of Live-oak Frames for a Frigate and 
Sloop of War, amdfor other Naval Purposes : 

" Section First. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: That the 
Secretary of the Navy be and he is hereby authorized to direct the pro- 
curement) in the usual mode, of a live-oak frame for a frigate, to be called 
the Paul Jones ; and of a live-oak frame for a sloop of war, to be called 
the Levant ; and the sum of 150,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasuiy not otherwise apprc^riated, lor that puiposew — 
Approved June ZOth^ 1884.'' 
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It 18 for the late Navy Board of Gommksionen to answer the mqoiij, 
why they neglected, in the fiiee of the above act of GongreBS, approved by 
the P^dent tevenieen ffwn ago, and who were then av&orized by law 
to name the public ships as they were ordered to be built, to obey the 
law in purchaBing the five-oak for the building of the frigate to be called 
the Paul Jones, or say what became of the Ji/ty thousand dollars spe- 
cially appropriated for the obfeet named. The ships Bainbridge, Decatur, 
Warren, Dale, Somers, et al., were built and so named by the then Navy 
Board, but it would seem that the name of FaulJones, the hero who first 
proclaimed to the astonished world that the cross of Britain had been 
humbled by the modest bunting of America in single combat, was inten- 
tionally forgotten by the Honorable Navy Commissioners in 1834. 

It is hoped by the author, (as the humble biographer of the late Com- 
modore Paul Jones,) that the present energetic Secretary of the Navy, 
whose patriotic feelings have never been known to wane under any at- 
cumstanoes, will, at a convenient season, see proper to make the inquiry 
relative to the foregoing act of Congress, and why it was not carried into 
effect ; as the 150,000 could not be transferred to any other use without 
act of Congress, it is to be presumed the amount yet remains in the Trea- 
sury, subject to draft for the purpose contemplated. 

To have a first dass fiigate named the Paul Jones^ would be an 
endorsement by the American Republic to the worid, that he was not a 
pirate^ (so named by the English press,) but an American naval officer, 
holding a commission from the Congress of 1776, and entrusted with its 
national banner, which was never disgraced while under the hero's protec- 
tion, at home or abroad. 

On the arrival of Commodore Paul Jones in the Texel, (Holland,) with 
his prize, the crach British frigate Serapis, 50, Commodore Pearson, cap- 
tured after a most bloody and desperate engagement, off Flamborough 
Head, by moonlight, (in which the Bon homme Richard went down the 
next day,) the French consul, General M. le Chevalier de Unonoourt, was 
so elated at so splendid a victory, that he wrote the following hasty note 
to Jones, (which the author copied from the original and translated,) 
ui]^ng him to say that he captured the Serapis, holding a commission 
from the French court, which was lost in the sinking <^ his ship, the Bon 
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liomme Richard, thereby uttering a &lsehoo<L So gross was tihis insult 
to the American commission, so dear to him, who with it had performed 
8uch glorious, valorous conquests on sea and land, under freedom's stripes, 
that he the same day addressed a letter on the subject (so insulting to 
himself and America, his adopted country,) to the French ambassador, 
Monsieur le Duo de la Vauguyon, which patriotic epistle alone places the 
name of Paul Jones among the first patriots of the Revolution in 1776, 
and should cause the hero's name to be remembered and revered by 
eveiy American heart 

I^otefrom M. le Chevalier de Linoneourtj French Consul-General at the 
SdguSj to Commodore John Paul Jones, 

^M. le Commodore Paul Jones anoncera & M. le Vice Amiral Reyan, 
que quoiqu^en qua]it6 d'Americain il n'ait £Edt usage que de la commis- 
sion des Etats Unis, il n'en etait pas moins vrai qu'il avait une francaise 
qui a ^te perdue, dans du desastre du Bon homme Richard, et dont Facte 
qui lui a ete adress^ est la copie, M. le Commodore Paul Jones fera 
m^me cette declaration pour ecrit, et la signera, si par hazard M. le Vice 
Amiral venait k Texiger.^ 

[translation.] 

"Commodore Paul Jones will state to Vice Admiral Reyan, that^ 
although as an American he has only used the commission of the United 
States, it is not the less true that he had a French commission, which 
was lost at the time of the disaster to the Bon homme Richard, and that 
the document which has been sent to him is the copy. Conunodore Paul 
Jones will even make this declaration in writing, and sign it, if by chance 
the Vice Admiral should demand it" 

NoTB, — ^The following lines are in the handwriting of Paul Jones, 
written under the above, on the note from the French Consul-General 
at the Hague, in which he thinks himself most grossly insulted. 

" N. B. The above is the proposition that was ^ven me in writing, the 
lath December, 1779, on board the frigate Alliance, at the Texel, by M. 
le Chevalier de Linoncourt, to induce me to say and sign a falsehood, 

" John Paul Jonbs." 
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From Paul Jomb to the French Ambassador at the Hague. 

^On board the American frigate Alliance^ in ike) 
Texel, December IZih, 1779. ) 

" My Lord, 

"^ Perhaps there are many men in the world, who would eateem as an 
honor the commission that I have this day re/used. My rank from the 
beginning knew no superior in the marine of America ; how, then, must I 
be humJbledy were I to accept of a letter of marque ! I should, my lord, 
esteem myself inexcusable, were I to accept of even a commission of equal 
or superior denomination with that I bear, unless I were previously author- 
ized, either by Congress or some other competent authority in Europe ; 
and I must tell you, that on my arrival at Brest from my expedition in 
the Irish Channel, Count d'Orvilliera offered to procure for me from the 
Court at Versailles, a commission of Capitaine des VesseauXy which I did 
not then accept for the same reason, although the war between England 
and France was not then begun, and of course the commission of France 
would have protected me from an enemy of superior force. 

^ It is b matter of the highest astonishment to me, after so many com- 
pliments and fair professions, the French Court should offer the present 
insult to my understanding, and suppose me capable of disgracing my 
present commission ! I confess that I have not merited all the praise 
that has been bestowed on my past conduct ; but I also feel that I have 
far less merited such a reward ! Where profession and practice are ao 
opposite, I am no longer weak enough to form a wrong conclusion. They 
may think as they please of me ; for where I cannot continue my esteem, 
praise or censure from any man is to me matter of indifference. I am 
much obliged to them, however, for having at last fidrly opened my eyes, 
and enabled me to discover truth from falsehood. The prisoners shall be 
delivered agreeably to the orders which you have done me the honor to 
send me from his excellency the American ambassador in France. 

^ I will also, with great pleasure, not only permit a part of my seamen 
to go on board the ship under your excellency's orders, but I will also do 
my utmost to prevail with them to embark freely; and if I can now, or 
hereafter, by any other honorable means facilitate the success or the honor 
of his Majesty's arms, I pledge myself to you, as his ambassador, that none 
of his own subjects would bleed in his cause with greater freedom than 
myself an American, 

'^It gives me the more pain, my lord, to write this letter, because the 
court has enjoined you to propose what would destroy my peace of mind, 
and my future veracity in the opinion of the worid. When, vtiik the cour 
sent of the oourty and by orden of the American ambassador, I gave Ame- 
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rican oommissions to French officers, I did not fill up these oommiasions 
to oommaDd privateers ! nor even for a rank equal to that of their commis- 
sions in the marine of France. They were promoted to a rank far supe- 
rior. And why f Not from personal friendship, nor from my knowledge 
of their services or abilities, (the men and their characters being entire 
strangers to me,) but from the respect which I believed America would 
wish to show for the service of France. While I remained, (eight months,) 
seemingly forgot by the French Court, at Brest, many commissions, such 
as that in question, were offered me ; and I believe (when I am in pursuit 
of plunder,) I can still obtain such an one, untkout application to the 
French Court, 

" I hope, my lord, that my behavior through life will ever entitle me to 
the continuance of your good wishes and opinion, and that you will take 
occasion to make mention of the warm and personal affection with which 
my heart is impressed towards his Majesty. 

" I am unalterably, my lord, 

^ Your excellency's obedient and humble servant, 

^ John Paul Jones. 
*' Son Excellence, 

^Monsieur le'duc de la Vauguton, Paris, 

^ And Ambassadeur de France, &c, iscJ^ 

Among the voluminous correspondence, public documents, private 
papers, d^c, amounting to many hundreds, all connected with naval 
matters during the American Revolution, left by the late Ck>mmodoxe 
Paul Jones, was a complete tabular list^ in his own handwriting, of every 
vessel, large and small, in the English navy during the Revolution, and 
under each proper head were the names of the vessels of war, rates, 
dimensions, men, guns, depth, width, tons, where built, when rebuilt, 
by whom, and draught of water ; also, the number of pinnaces, yawls, and 
long boats, attached to each vessel of war. 

The author presumes that Jones must have had a friend of influence 
attached to the English Admiralty Office, from whom such highly 
important information was received, giving the possessor of such a 
document the great advantage in war, in knowmg the strength of an 
adversary. Iliis may account^ in some measure, that whenever Paul 
Jones engaged his enemy at sea, even if a superior force, he always 
was victorious. Strange as it may appear, Jones never received a wound 
in all his severe engagements. 
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ABOLITION OF THE "CAT" IN THE NAVY. 

EvsRT Member and Senator in the XXXIst Congreas of the United States 
who voted for the abolition of the Cat as a punishment in the American 
Navj deserve to have their names enrolled among the philanthropists of 
the Nineteenth Centiuy. The use of the Cat for the punishment (^ men 
on board the public ships for the most trivial offence, was a disgrace to 
the Stars and Stripes^ that floated proudly overhead of the victim lashed 
to the gratings, to receive blow after blow on his naked back from the 
Cat in the hands of the boatswain's mate. The gallant Paul Jones, 
the Washington on the ocean during the American Revolution, never 
disgraced his name, or the ship or squadron he had the honor to 
command, by cruelty to those under his command; hence it was no 
rendezvous was required to drum up the old salts to enlist on board the 
ship-of-war that had for her commander Paul Jones^ and it was the con- 
fidence he had in all under his command that was the great secret why he 
never turned his heel, or show his stem ports to an enemy on the ocean, 
even if of superior force; knowing that all would sooner sink than strike 
the American banner to a proud foe who claimed the mastery of eveiy 
sea. Paul Jones was, as will be seen in this work, always victorious. 

Haines, the sailor philanthropist, overleaped every obstacle to sponge 
from the American escutcheon the punishment of the Cat in the Navy, 
which will be most deeply remembered with gratitude by the American 
sailor. 

Previous, however, to Mr. Haines's coming forward with his philan- 
thropic views for abolishing the Cat, the U. S. ship Vandalia, Capt Levy, 
returned to Norfolk from a long cruise in the Gulf of Mexico (1838, '89), 
without punishment by the Cat to the crew of that ship, her commander, 
on his own responsibility, substituting &tigue duty, badges of disgrace, 
Ac, touching the pride of the sailor, which had the happy effect of doing 
away with the use of the Cat during the cruize of the Vandalia. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. S79 



ODE 

To the Memory of the late Johk Paul Jones, {7. S, Navy^ m the occa- 
leion cf his hoisting, with his own hands, the first American Naval 
Flag on hoard the American Frigate ^^ Alfred^ 44, under a Salute 
of 13 gwM off Chestnut Street Wharf, Philadelphia, October 10<A, 
1776. By Miss G. H. Sherburne {Daughter of the Author), now 
Mbs. a. Hull, New York, and Granddaughter of Elijah Hall, 
First Lieutenant under Paul Jones in the Revolutionary War. 

TwAs Jones, Paul Jones, who first o'er Delaware's tide 
From ** Alfred's " main displayed Colombia's pride; 

The Stripes^ of Freedom proudly waved on high, 
While shouts of freemen rang for liberty. 



All hall t Paul Jones, Colambia's friend in need, 
In humbling Britons, thou first took the lead; 

Sailing in triumph over every sea, 

Proclaiming to all, Columbia ahonld be free. 

Old Neptune hailed thee as his fkvorite son, 

With corals crowned thee for thy victories won ; 

SeapNymphs chimed thy praiee in meny glee. 

While mflteor-lUce thou ploughed the foamy sea. 



Through Enghind's fleets thou dashed in bold array, 
On Albion's coast spread terror and dismay ; 

Thy cannon's thunder shook her rockbound shore. 
Her Lion trembled amid his boastful roar. 



• The Flag was 13 Stripes (withoat the field of flUxs), with the rattlesnake, and 
motto, -Dmet tread upon me / " 
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At thy dread name were tyranta made to quake. 

And offer Qold^ for the head they could not take ; 

Till lowly humbled, owned Colombia firee, 

Home of the oppreaaed, bleat land of liberty. 

Thy triompha, Jone^ the magic muse shall tnce, 
Thy matchless deeds shall fire a f atare race ; 

Thy name ahall live in song till timea no more, 
Till ocean's mountain wave shall cease to roar. 



* Ten thoofland guineas, reward was o6ered for the capture of Paul Jones daring 
the ReTolntionary War by the British Government 
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OF THB 



NAVY DEPARTMENT, 



1861. 



OFFIOB OF THB 8BCRETART OF THB NAVT. 




Name. 


Duty. 


Salary. 


'William A. Graham, 


Secretary, 


16,000 


John Etheridge, 


Chief Clerk, 


2,000 


Samuel L. Harris, 


Principal Corresponding Clerk, 


1,600 


Lauriston B. Hardin, 


Register, 


1,400 


Henty L. Harvey, 


Warrant Clerk, 


1,200 


George S. Watkina, 


Assistant Corresponding Clerk, 


1,200 


William W. Morrison, 


Assistant Corresponding Clerk, 


1,200 


Charlea W. Welsh, 


Additional Clerk, 


1,200 


W. Brenton Boggs, 


Additional Clerk, 


1,200 


Abel B. Upehur, 


Recording Clerk, 


1,000 


John J. Betret, 


Recording Clerk, 


1,000 


S. Bulow Erwin, 


Recording Clerk, 


1,000 


William King, 


Miscellaneous Clerk, 


i;ooo 


Samuel Mickum, 


Messenger, 


650 


lindaayMuae, 


Assistant Messenger, 


400 


BUBXAU OF 0ON8TBU0TIOK, BQUIPMBBT, ABB SBFAIR. 




Charles W. Skinner, 


Chief of Bureau, 


$8,600 


P. C. Johnson, 


Chief Clerk,- , 


1,400 


John H. Reily, 


Clerk, 


1,200 


K M. Cunningham, 


Clerk, 


1,200 
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Name. Duty. Saluy. 

Launston Ward, Clerk, 1,000 

James Selden, Clerk, 1,000 

Edward Chapman, Clerk, 1,000 

John W. Bronough, Clerk, 1,000 

William Robinson, Gerk, 800 

Richard Powell, Draughtsman, 800 

William A. Elliott, Messenger, 700 

ATTACHED TO THB BUBSAU OP OOITSTEUOTIOV, BQUimSffT, AVD RBPAIB. 

John Lenthall, Naval Constractor, $3,000 

Charles B. Stuart, Engineer in Chie( 8,000 

Benjamin F. Isherwood, Chief Engineer, 1,500 

Edmund S. De Luce, Sd Assistant Engineer, 600 

Harman Newell, 8d Assistant Engineer, 600 

BUBBAU OF OBDNANOB ASD HTDROaBiLPHT. 

Lewis Warrington, Chief of Bureau, $8,500 

Joseph P. McCorkle, Clerk, 1,200 

Charles K. King, Clerk, 1,000 

Edward M. Tidball, aerk, 1,000 

Israel Robinson, Clerk, 1,000 

Charles K. Stellwagen, Draughtsman, 1,000 

Azariah H. Qatton, Messenger, 700 

BURBAU OF NAVT TABOB AND DOCKS. 

Joseph Smith, Chief of Bureau, $8,500 

William G. Ridgdy, Chief Clerk, 1,400 

Stephen Gough, Clerk, 1,000 

WiUiam P. Moran, Clerk, 1,000 

James M. Young, Clerk, 800 

William P. S. Sanger, Civil Engineer, 2,000 

George F. de la Roche, Draughtsman, 1,000 

Charles Huixt, Messenger, 700 



ATTACBSD TO TBB BURSAIT OF MATT TABM ABB 1 

Albert G. Southall, Sup. of Timber Agendea, $1,500 

BURBAU OF PBOVI8IOH8 ABB OLOTHIVO. 

WnKam Sinclair, Chief of Bureau, $8,500 
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Num. 


Duty. 


Salary. 


Wiffiam 8. Pam>tt» 


Chief aeiky 


1,400 


ThomaB Fillebrown, 


Clerk, 


1,200 


Henry J. Schreiner, 


Clerk, 


1,200 


J. S. Williams, 


aerk. 


1,000 


Liudus B. Allyn, 


Clerk, 


800 


Ignatius Lncas, 


Messenger, 


700 


BUBBAU OF MEDIOIHS AND SUROERT. 




Thomas Harris, 


Chief of Bureau, 


$3,000 


8. Ridout Addison, 


Assistant Surgeon (passed). 


1,400 


Moses Poor, 


Clerk, 


1,200 


William Plater, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


Manb B. Clark, 


Messenger, 


700 
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REGISTER 

or TBB 



NAYY OF THE UNITED STATES. 



FOE 1851. 



CAPTAINS. (68) 



Name, md Date of Entiy. 



James Barron, 9 Mar. 1798. 
Charles Stewart, 9 Mar. 1798. 
Charles Morris, 1 July 1799. 
Lewis Warrington, 6 Jan. 1800. 
John Downes, 1 June 1802. 
Stephen Cassin, 21 Feb. 1800. 
A. S. Wadsworth, 2 April 1804. 
George C. Read, " 

Henry E. Ballard, " 

Jesse Wilkinson, 10 July 1806. 
T. Ap Catesby Jones, 22 Nov. 1805. 
Wm. B. Shubrick, 20 June 1806. 
Charles W. Morgan, 1 Jan. 1808. 
Lawrence Kearny, 24 July 1807. 
Foxball A. Parker, 1 Jan. 1808. 
Edward R. McCaU, 
David Conner, 16 Jan. 1809. 
John D. Sloat, 12 Feb. 1800. 
Mathew C. Perry, 1 March 1809. 
C. W. Skinner, 16 Jan. 1809. 
John T. Newton, " 

Joseph Smith, " 



Name, and Date of Entiy. 

Lawrence Rousseau, 16 Jan. 1809. 
George W. Storer, " 

Francis H. Gregory, " 
Philip F. Voorhees, 16 Nov. 1809. 
David Geisinger, " 

Isaac McKeever, 1 Feb. 1809. 
J. P. Zantzinger, 15 Nov. 1809. 
William D. Salter, " 

C. S. McCauley, 16 Jan. 1809. 
Thomas M. Newell, 11 Sep. 1818. 
Elie A. F. Lavallette, 25 June 1812. 
Thomas T. Webb, 1 Jan. 1808. 
John Perdval, 6 March 1809. 
John H. Aulick, 15 Nov. 1809. 
W. V. Taylor, 28 April 1813. 
Bladen Dulany, 18 May 1809. 
SiLis H.Stringham, 16 Vov. 1809. 
Isaac Mayo, ^ 

William Mervine, 16 Jan. 1609. 
Thomas Crabbe, 16 Nov. 1809. 
Thomas Paine, 10 Oct 1812. 
James Armstrong, 16 Nov. 1809. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

Joseph Smoot, 1 Dec 1809. 
Samuel L. Breeee, 17 Dec. 1810. 
Benjamin Page, ^ 

Thomas W. Wyman, " 
W. K Latimer, 16 Nov. 1809. 
Hiram Paulding, 1 Sept 1811. 
Uriah P. Levy, 21 Oct 1812. 
Charles Boarman, 9 June 1811. 
French Forrest, ^ 

"William Jamesson, 1 Sept 1811. 
Charles Gauntt, '' 

William Ramsay, **' 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

Henry Henry, 1 July 1812. 
Samuel W. Downing, 1 Sep. 1811. 
Henry W. Ogden, " 

Thomas A. Conover, 1 Jan. 1812. 
John C. Long, 18 June, 1812. 
John H. Graham, " 

James Mc Mcintosh, 1 Sept 1811. 
Josiah Tattnall, 1 Jan. 1812. 
Hugh N. Page, 1 Sept 1811. 
William Inman, 1 Jan. 1812. 
Stephen Champlin, 22 May 1812. 
Joel Abbot, 18 June 1812. 



COMMANDKRS. (97) 



Lewis R Shnonds, 1 Jan. 1812. 
John M. Dale, 18 June 1812. 
Harrison H. Cocke, ^ 

W. J. McQuney, 1 Jan. 1812. 
J. B. Montgomery, 4 June 1812. 
Horace B. Sawyer, ^ 

C. B. Stribling, 18 June 1812. 
Joshua R. Sands, '' 

John J. Young, 1 Jan. 1812. 
Charles H. Bell, 18 June 1812. 
Abraham Bigelow, ^ 

Frederick Vamum, ^ 

Joseph R. Jarvis, "^ 

& W. LeCompte, 4 June 1812. 
Charles T. Piatt, 18 June 1812. 
W. M. Armstrong, 80 Nov. 1814. 
WiUiam F. Shields, 2 Feb. 1814. 
G. J. Pendergrast, 1 Jan. 1812. 
W. C. Nicholson, 18 June 1812. 
James B. Cooper, 9 July 1812. 
£. W. Carpender, 10 July 1818. 
Jdm L. Saunders, 15 Nov. 1809. 
Joseph B. Hull, 9 Nov. 1813. 
John Stone Paine, *^ 

Joseph Morehead, ** 

Thomas Petigm, 1 Jan. 1812. 
John & Chauncey, '^ 



S5 



John Kelly, 1 Feb. 1814. 
William H. Gardner, 6 Dec. 1814. 
David G. Farragut, 17 Dec. 1810. 
R. S. Pinckney, 3 Aug. 1814. 
Stephen B. Wilson, 1 Jan. 1812. 
T. Aloysius Domin, 2 May 1815. 
R.B. Cunningham, 30 Nov. 1814. 
James Glynn, 4 March 1815. 
Joseph Myers, 6 Dec 1814. 
Thomas R. Gedney, 4 Mar. 1815. 
V. M. Randolph, 11 June 1814. 
FMerick Engle, 6 Dec 1814. 
John Rudd, 30 Nov. 1814. 
Robert Ritchie, 1 Feb. 1814. . 
W. W. McKean, 30 Nov. 1814. 
F. Buchanan, 28 June 1815. 
Samuel Mercer, 4 March 1815. 
Charles Lowndes, 28 March 1815* 
L. M. Gc^dsborough, 18 June 1812. 
Geoige N. Hollins, 1 Feb. 1814. 
D. N. li^;raham, 18 June, 1812. 
John Marston, 15 April 1813. 
Henry Bruce, 9 Nov. 1813. 
Henry A. Adams, 14 Mar. 1814. 
James D. Knight, 30 Nov. 1814, 
Joseph Mattison, "« 

William S. Walker, ** 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

George F. Pearson, 11 Mar. 1815. 
James T. Geny, 20 Dec. 1816. 
John S. Nicholas, 6 June 1816. 
Samuel F. Dupont, 16 Dec 1816. 
William L. Hudson, 1 Jan. 1816. 
George A. Magruder, 1 Jan. 1817. 
John Pope, 30 May 1816. 
Levin M. Powell, 1 March 1817. 
Charles Wilkes, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Elisha Peck, 4 March 1817. 
Thomas J. Manning, 1 Jan. 1817. 
William Pearson, 1 Jan. 1818. 
W. L. Howard, 10 Jan. 1816. 
Thomas J. Leib, 1 Sept 1811. 
T. O. Selfndge, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Henry Eagle, ** 

Andrew K Long, 1 Nov. 1818. 
G. J. Van Brunt, 3 Nov. 1818. 
W. M. Glendy, 1 Jan. 1818. 
G. P. Upshur, 28 April, 1818. 
George S. Blake, " 

Z. F. Johnston, " 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

William Green, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Samuel Barron, 1 Jan. 1812. * 
T. G. Benham, 30 Nov. 1814. 
A. G. Slaughter, 8 Nov. 1818. 
Oscar BulluB, 1 Nov. 1817. 
0. H. Jackson, 4 March 1818. 
Andrew A. Harwood, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Theodorus Bailey, ^ 

H. Y. Purviance, 3 Nov. 1818. 
George Adams, 1 Jan. 1818. 
0. Ringgold, 4 March, 1819. 
William F. Lynch, 26 Jan. 1819. 
Henry W. Morris, 21 Aug. 1819. 
Isaac S. Sterrett, 24 March 1819. 
Francis B. Ellison, 28 May 1819. 
Edward B. Boutwell, 3 Mar. 1819. 
Sydney Smith Lee, 30 Dec. 1820. 
W. C. Whittle, 10 May 1820. 
Thompson D. Shaw, " 
R. D. Thombum, 30 March 182a 
Samuel Lockwood, 12 July 1820. 



LIEUTENANT8. (327) 



W. A. C. Farragttt, 16 Jan. 1809. 
Frank Elleiy, 1 Jan. 1812. 
Arthur Lewis, 1 Jan. 1817. 
John H. little, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Lloyd B. Newell, 10 May 1820. 
Hillaiy H. Rhodes, " 

William S. Ogden, 26 July 1820. 
Frederick A. Neville, 10 May 1820. 
Charles C. Turner, « 

John Manning, ^ 

James L. Lardner, ^ 

Robert G. Robb, 6 Sept 1821. 
John Oolhoun, 26 Jan. 1821. 
Law. Pennington, 22 Nov. 1822. 
Thomas T. Graven, 1 May 1822. 
Andrew H. Foote, 4 Dec 1822. 
William W. Hunter, 1 May 1822. 



Amasa Paine, 1 May 1822. 
Nathaniel W. Duke, ** 
Edward G. Tilton, " 

James H. Ward, 4 Mar. 1828. 
Henry K. Hofl^ 28 Oct 1823. 
Murray Mason, 14 Nov. 1823. 
Charles H. Davis, 12 Aug. 1823. 
Jonathan W. Swift, 24 Aug. 1823. 
Ebenezer Farrand, 4 Mar. 1823. 
Henry H. Bell, 4 Aug. 1823. 
William Smith, 4 Mar. 1823. 
Charles H. McBUur, <" 
James M. Watson, 1 Feb. 1823. 
John W. Livingston, 4 Mar. 1823. 
Junius J. Boyle, 27 Aug. 1823. 
WUliam E. Hunt, 28 Oct 1828. 
Jonathan D. Fenia, 28 Feb. \HQ9. 
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Name, and Date of Eotry. 

Archibalds. Fair&x, 4 Aug. 1823. 
Peter Turner, 4 Mar. 1823. 
John A. Davis, ^' 
Henry K. Thatcher, " 
James H. Rowan, 10 Aug. 1823. 
Samuel £. Munn, 27 Aug. 1823. 
WilUam H. Noland, 31 Dec 1823. 
William D. Porter, 1 Jan. 1823. 
^^illiam McBlair, 10 Nov. 1824. 
John S. MisBToon, 27 June, 1824. 
James Noble, 27 May 1824. 
Eichard L. Page, 1 Mar. 1824. 
Frederick Chatard, 16 Nov. 1824. 
6. G. WiUiamson, 2 June 1824. 
Benjamin J. Totten, 4 Mar. 1823. 
C. G. Hunter, 16 Nov. 1824. 
Arthur Sinclair, 4 Mar. 1823. 
R. B. Hitchcock, 1 Jan. 1825. 
G. H. A.fi. Kennedy, 10 Feb. 1819. 
Thomas W. Brent, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Joseph Lanman, 1 Jan. 1825. 
John K. Mitchell, 1 Feb. 1825. 
Thdmas Turner, 21 April 1825. 
Henry Moor, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Charles H. Poor, " 
J.FmdlaySchenck, " 
Mathew F. Maury, 1 Feb. 1825. 
Timothy A. Hunt, 1 Mar. 1825. 
S. Wm. Godon, 1 Mar. 1819. 
James 8. Palmer, 1 Jan. 1825. 
William Radford, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Samuel F. Hazard, 1 Jan. 1823. 
John M. Berrien, 1 Mar. 1825. 
George A. Prentice, '' 
John C. Carter, 1 Jan. 1825. 
C^eoige Hunt, ^' 

Alfifed Taylor, « 

Samuel P. Lee, 22 Nov. 1825. 
John P. Gillis, 12 Dec. 1825. 
Simon B. BisseU, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Samuel 8wartw<mt| 10 May 1820. 



Name, and Date of Entiy. 

John J. Glasson, 1 Feb. 1823. 
Raphael Semmes, 1 April 1826. 
James F. Miller, 1 Nov. 1826. 
J. P. McKinstry, 1 Feb. 1826. 
Henry A. Steele, 1 Nov. 1826. 
Charles Heywood, " 

Oliver S. Glisson, ** 

John A. Dahlgren, 1 Feb. 1826. 
Stephen C. Rowan, " 

Edward R, Thomson, 1 Dec 1826. 
J. T. McDonough, 1 April 1826. i 
Guert Gansevoort, 4 Afar. 1823. 
Robert Handy, 1 Feb. 1826. 
Henry Darcantel, 1 April 1826. 
Charles Green, 1 May 1626. 
Edward L. Handy, 1 June 1826. 
Melancton Smith, 1 Mar. 1826. 
WilUam C. Chaplin, 1 Nov. 1826. 
Cicero Price, 1 Feb. 1826. 
J. R. Goldsborough, 6 Nov. 1824. 
Charles S. Boggs, 1 Nov. 1826. 
A. H. Kilty, 4 July 1821. 
William Chandler, 1 Aug. 1826. 
Theodore P. Green, 1 Nov. 1826. 
John R. Tucker, 1 June 1826. 
Richard W. Meade, 1 April 1826. 
Thomas J. Page, 1 Oct. 1827. 
George Minor, 1 April 1827. 
Percival Drayton, 1 Dec. 1827. 
William P. Griffin, 1 Oct. 1827. 
Robert F. Pinckney, 1 Dec. 1827. 
Thomas R. Rootes, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Edward M. Yard, 1 Nov. 1827. 
James M. Gilliss, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Alexander Gibson, 1 July 1822. 
William S. Young, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Wm. W. Bleecker, 1 May 1827. 
Joseph F. Green, 1 Nov. 1827. 
John De Camp, 1 Oct 1827. 
Bushrod W. Hunter, 1 Nov. 1827. 
C. W. Rckering, 1 May 1822. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 
Overton Carr, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Luther Stoddard, 1 April 1827, 
Wm. M. Walker, 1 Nov. 1827. 
Geoige R. Gray, 1 Nov. 1826. 
Robert R Johnflon, 1 Oct 1827. 
John A. Wmalow, 1 Feb. 1827. 
Ben. More Dove, 1 Dec 1826. 
Bernard J. MoeUer, 1 April 1827. 
Heniy Walke, 1 Feb. 1827. 
Thornton A. Jenkins, 1 Nov. 1828. 
Joseph 0. Walsh, " 

John Rodgers, 18 April 1828. 
John B. Marchand, 1 May 1828. 
Wm. Rogers Taylor, 1 April 1828. 
Henry J. Hartstene, ** 
Benjamin F. Sands, " 

Henry French, 1 Jan. 1828. 
William Leigh, 1 Nov. 1828. 
Samuel Larkin, 1 April 1826. 
Henry S. Stellwagen, '' 
James L. Henderson, 1 June 1828. 
Daniel B. Ridgely, 1 April 1828. 
John L. Ring, ^ 

WiUiam T. Muse, 1 June 1828. 
William H. Brown, 1 Jan. 1828. 
Charles Steedman, 1 April 1828. 
Wm. Lewis Hemdon, 1 Nov. 1828. 
John P. Parker, 1 April 1828. 
James Alden, " 

Augustus L. Case, ^' 
Roger Perry, 1 July 1828. 
Alex. M. Pennock, 1 April 1828. 
Qeorge F. Emmons, ** 
Edward Middleton, 1 July 1828. 
Montgomery Lewis, 1 Nov. 1828. 
George M. White, « 

Thomas T. Hunter, 1 July 1828. 
Albert A. Holoomb, 1 April 1828. 
Gustavns H. Scott^ 1 Aug. 1828. 
Richard Forrest, 1 Nov. 1828. 
David McEtouga], 1 April 1828. 



Name, and Date of Entiy. 

Charles F. Mcintosh, 1 Nov. 1828. 
James W. Cooke, 1 April 1828. 
C. F. M. SpotBWOod, 1 Nov. 1828. 
Henry C. Flagg, 1 April 1828. 
Daniel F. Dukny, ** 

George L. Selden, ^ 

William H. Ball, 
Charles C. Barton, 1 Dec- 1824. 
John J. B. Walbach, 1 Dec. 1827. 
Joshua Humphreys, 2 Feb. 1820. 
Stephen Decatur, 17 Mar. 1829. 
WiUiam L. Maury, 2 Feb. 1829. 
David D. Porter, " 

John J. Almy, " 

Edward C. Bowers, " 
0. H. Berryman, " 

Thomas A. Budd, '* 

A. F. V. Gray, 16 Oct 1829. 
Tunis A. M. Craven, 2 Oct 1829. 
Dominick Lynch, " 

F. B. Renshaw, 1 Nov. 1828. 
H. N. Harrison, 1 April 1828. 
James H. North, 29 May, 1829. 
Robert K Pegram, 2 Feb, 1829. 
Edward C. Ward, " 

Edwin J. DeHaven, 2 Oct 1829. 
Charles Thomas, 2 Feb. 1829. 
R. L. Tilghman, 27 Oct 1880. 
James H. Strong, 2 Feb. 1829. 
J. M. Frailey, 1 May 1828. 
C. P. Patterson, 2 Sept 1830. 

A. S. Baldwin, 2 Feb. 1829. 
E. T. Shubrick, 22 June 1829. 
W. B. Whiting, 2 Feb. 1829. 
Charles Hunter, 25 April 1831. 

B. F. Shattuck, 25 June 1831. 
Thomas M. Brasher, 6 June 1831. 
George T. Sinclair, 23 April 1831. 
John Mooney, 13 Dec. 1831. 
Samuel R. Knox, 1 April 1828. 
Enoch G. Panott, 10 Dec 1831. 
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Name, and Date of Entiy. 

R. Wainwrigbt, 11 May 1881. 
Q. M. Totten, 6 May 18S1. 
W. Decatur Hunt, 2 Feb. 1820. 
W. Robs Gardner, 29 Dec 1831. 
W. B. Reushaw, 22 Dec. 1831. 
C. B. Poindexter, 16 Nov. 1831. 
H. T. Wingate, 13 Dec. 1831. 
AlonzoB. Davis, 25 April, 1831. 
Richard L. Love, 17 Sept. 1830. 
William Reynolds, 17 Nov. 1831. 
Lewis C. Sartori, 2 Feb. 1829. 
Edmund Lanier, 9 July 1831. 
Fabius Stanly, 20 Dec 1831. 
Latham B. Avery, 19 Dec 1831. 
James B. Lewis, 31 March 1831. 
6. W. Chapman, 20 Sept 1832. 
W. P. McArthur, 11 Feb. 1832. 
W. S. Drayton, 16 July 1832. 
Simon F. Blunt, *J Sept. 1831. 
W. Taylor Smith, 17 July 1882. 
William May, 2 May 1831. 
Henry H. Lewis, 1 May 1828. 
Joseph P. Sanford, 11 Feb. 1832. 
G. W. Harrison, 20 Jan. 1832. 
J. F. Armstrong, 7 March, 1832. 
Montgomery Hunt, 17 Jan. 1882. 
John Contee, 27 Oct. 1832. 
Joseph H. Adams, 8 Dec 1831. 
William A. Parker, 3 July 1832. 
James D. Johnson, 30 June 1832. 
John N. Maffit, 26 Feb. 1832. 
W. Gwathmey, 21 July 1832. 
W. Rockendorfl^ 17 Feb. 1832. 
John Hall, 11 Jan. 1832. 
Francis Lowiy, 3 Aug. 1831. 
W. E. Leroy, 11 Jan. 1832. 
Maxwell Woodhull, A June, 1832. 
La&yette Maynard, 4 Feb. 1882. 
Roger M. Stembel, 27 Mar. 1832. 
G. Oolvocoreasis, 21 Feb. 1882. 
F. S. Haggerty, 17 Feb. 1882. 
Thomas Biownell, 80 Oct 1840. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

J. R. M. Mullany, 8 Jan. 1832. 
James A. Doyle, 4 Jan. 1832. 
Mathias 0. Marin, 3 Jan. 1832. 
W. A. Wayne, 27 April 1833. 
James S. Biddle, 18 Oct 1833* 
C. R P. Rodgers, 5 Oct 1833. 
W. A. Bartlett, 22 Jan. 1833. 
Francis Winslow, 8 July, 1833. 
J. 0. WilKamson, 7 Jan. 1832. 
C. Vanalstine, 27 Feb. 1833. 
Albert G. Clary, 8 May 1832. 
George W. Doty, 4 Jan. 1833. 
Geoi^ Wells, 18 Dec 1833. 
Peter U. Murphey, 12 May 1831. 
John B. Randolph, 11 June, 1838. 
J. B. Carter, 31 Dec 1833. 
H. P. Robertson, 28 June 1832. 
Isaac N. Brown, 15 March, 1834. 
Napoleon Collins, 12 Jan. 1834. 
John L. Worden, 10 Jan. 1834. 
W. L. Blanton, 2 Jan. 1834. 
Benjamin S. Gantt, 16 June, 1834. 
Henry A. Wise, 8 Feb. 1834. 
C. St G. Noland, 16 June 1834. 
Reed Werden, 9 Jan. 1834. 
W. H, Macomb, 10 April 1834, 
8. D. Trenchard, 28 Oct 1834. 
W. R McEinney, 20 March 1834. 
A. Davis Harrell, 4 Jan. 1834. 
S. J. Shipley, 14 Jan. 1834. 
John J. Guthrie, 26 Feb. 1834. 
Mayo C. Watkins, 8 May 1834. 
M. B. Woolsey, 24 Sept 1832. 
J. N. Barney, 30 June 1825. 
A. Murray, 22 Aug. 1835. 
R Donaldson, 21 July 1835. 
S. Chase Barney, 28 June 1835. 
G. H. Preble, 10 Oct 1835. 
T. B. Huger, 5 March 1835. 
Robert B. Riell, 2 Sept 1835. 
M. C. Perry, 1 July 1826. 
G. S. McDonough, 8 April 1885. 
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Name* and Data of Entrf. 

J. D. Todd, 26 June 1885. 
Wilmer Shields, 19 Oct 1835. 
0. E Fleming, 1£» Jan. 1835. 
John Rntledge, 9 April 1885. 
John Q. Adama, 3 July 1825. 
Charles Deas, 15 Oct 1835. 
W. C. B. S. Porter, 29 June 1836. 
T. M. CrosBan, 1 July 1836. 
T. H. Stevens, 14 Dec 1836. 
0. Ap R. Jones, 18 June 1836. 
James Blair, 8 Jan. 1836. 
T. BL Patterson, 6 April 1836. 
F. K Murray, 29 April 1836. 
Silas Bent, 1 July 1836. 
John C. HoweU, 9 June 1836. 
Edward Higgins, 23 Jan. 1836. 
W. E. Boudinot, 1 Feb. 1836. 
Van R. Morgan, 8 Dec 1836. 
Madison Rush, 16 Oct 1836. 
Daniel Ammen, 1 July 1836. 
Heniy Rolando, 28 Dec. 1836. 
Andrew Weir, 6 July 1836. 



Name, and Date of Entrr. 

John S. Taylor, 14 Dec 1836. 

J. H. Brown, 1 July 1836. 

R F. Beale, 14 Dec 1836. 

K T. Nichols, " 

J. P. Decatur, 81 Aug. 1836. 

R L. Winder, 29 April 1836. 

John K Duer, 28 Dec 1836. 

Isnel C. Wait, " 

J. H. Parker, 30 Dec 1836. 

W. B. Muse, 1 July 1836. 

G. W. Rodgers, 30 April 1836. 

A. McRae, 26 Jan. 1837. 

R. H. Wyman, 11 Maroh 1837. 

K A. Bamett, 24 June 1837. 

N. a Bryant, 23 Dec 1837. 

G. B. Balch, 30 Dec. 1837. 

J. M. Wainwright, 13 June 1837. 

F. A. Parker, 11 March 1837. 

L G. Strain, 11 Dec. 1837. 

R Thompson, 13 March 1837. 

R. Townsend, 4 Aug. 1837. 

J. S. Eennard, 10 Match 1887. 



BTTRGSONB. (68) 



J. Cowdery, 1 Jan. 1800. 
W. P. C. Barton, 10 April 1809. 
T. Harris, 6 July 1812. 
William Turk, 15 May 1800. 
B. Washington, 9 May 1810. 
William Swia, 14 May 1813. 
Peter Christie, 8 July 1812. 
S. Jackson, 10 July 1812. 
T. Williamson, 13 May 1818. 
B. Ticknor, 10 Dec 1814. 
J. Comick, 11 Sept 1819. 
Charles Chase, 10 Dec 1814. 
D. S. Edwards, 30 July 1818. 
Isaac Hulse, 12 May 1823. 
John S. Wily, 20 Dec 1815. 
George Terrill, 28 Mar. 1820. 
K KDuBarry, 80 June 1828. 



Benjamin F. Bache, 9 July 1824. 
Thomas Dillard, 15 Nor. 1824. 
Stephen Rapalje, 30 June 1823. 
James M. Greene, 29 April 1825. 
Benjamin R. Tlnslar, 1 Feb. 1823. 
Geoige W. Codwise, 14 May 1825. 
G. R. B. Homer, 26 May 1826, 
W. S. W. Ruschenbeiger, 10 Aug. 

1826. 
Wm. Johnson, 16 Aug. 1826. 
Samuel Moseley, 17 Aug. 1826. 
Robert J. Dodd, 29 May 1826. 
Wm. Fairlie Patfcon, 17 Aug. 1826. 
William Whebu, 8 Jan. 1828. 
Samuel Barrington, ^ 

Thomas L. Smith, *^ 

George Blacknall, ^ 
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Name, and Data of Entry. 

Lewis B. Hunter, 3 Jan. 1828. 
George Cljmer, 1 Julj 1820. 
Isaac Brmkerhc^ '< 
W. MaxweU Wood, 16 May 1829. 
Jones W. Plummer, 20 June 1820. 
G. B. McEnight, 16 May 1829. 
Solomon Sharp, 15 Sept 1829. 
Daniel Egbert, 22 Aug. 1829. 
Amos G. Gambrill, 20 June 1829. 
W. A. W. SpotBwood, 2 Dec. 1828. 
Jonatlian M. Foltx, 4 April 1831. 
Edward Gilchrist, 26 Jan. 1832. 
John A. Lockwood, 8 Feb. 1882. 
Daniel C. McLeod, " 

Lewis W. Minor, " 

N. C. Barrabino, 28 Feb. 1833. 
Henry S. Kennolds, ** 
M. G. Delaney, " 



Name, and Data of Entry. 

W. F. McClenahan, 28 Feb. 1833. 
Wm. L. Van Horn, 4 April 1831. 
Daniel S. Green, 18 Oct 1833. 
James 0. Palmer, 26 Mar. 1834. 
Ninian Pinkney, " 

Robert T. Barry, " 

David Harlan, 23 Feb. 1836. 
Robert Woodworth, " 
J. Dickinson Miller, 6 Dec. 1836. 
John L. Fox, 9 Feb. 1837. 
Chas. F. B. Guillou, " 
Augustus J. Bowie, '* 
Joseph Beale, 6 Sept 1837. 
S. Wilson Kellogg, " 
John T. Mason, " 

Charles D. Maxwell, " 
Edward J. Rutter, " 
John J. Abemethy, 9 Feb. 1837. 



PASSED ASSISTANT BURQBONS. (34) 



John B. FJliot, 20 May 1829. 

George Maulsby, 7 March 1838. 

William Grier, " 

J. Winthrop Taylor, " 

Wm. B. Sinclair, 20 June, 1838. 

Samuel Jackson, ^ 

J. Jeffiray Brownlee, " 

S. A. McCreery, " 

J. McClelland, 

J, S. Messersmith, 9 Feb. 1837. 

J. O'Conner Barclay, 17 Oct 1839. 

James B. Gould, " 

C. H. Wheelwright, " 

Richard W. Jeffery, " 

Thomas M. Potter, " 

S. Ridout Addison, 20 June 1838. 

William A. Nelson, 9 Dec. 1839. 



John H. Wright, 9 Dec. 1839. 
John Thomley, 13 Oct 1840. 
Daniel L. Bryan, " 

Joseph Hopkinson, ^ 
A. A. Henderson, 8 Sept 1841. 
R. T. Maxwell, " 

J. F. Tuckerman, 25 Jan. 1842. 
Morris B. Beck, 2 Dec 1841. 
Lewis J. Williams, 25 Jan. 1842. 
Marius Duvall, " 

William S. Bishop, 11 April 1843. 
Joseph Wilson, jr., 13 May 1843. 
Charles Evfersfield, 29 May 1843. 
Elisha K. Kane, 21 July 1843. 
Edward Hudson, 11 Sept 1843. 
Richard McSherry, 22 Nov. 1843. 
Robert K Wall, 27 Nov. 1844. 



ASSISTANT BURQBONS. (44) 

E. H. Van Wyck, 20 June 1838. John L. Burtt, 30 May 1844. 
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Nftine, and Data of Entiy. 
James Hamilton, 22 July 1844. 
CharleB H. Oakley, 2 Oct. 1844. 
Robert T. Maccoun, " 

William A. Harris, " 

W. Sherman, 25 April 1845. 
Henry O. Mayo, 24 Feb. 1846. 
John Rudenstein, **• 
R F. Mason, 29 Ang. 1846. 
Philip Lansdale, 5 March 1847. 
Alexander J. Rice, ^ 
John A.Pettit, « 

Thomas B. Steele, ^ 
James F. Harrison, '* 
A. Nelson Bell, « 

J. W. B. Greenhow, 24 April 1847. 
R. Farquharson, " 

R R. Squibb, 26 April 1847. 
Benj. Rush Mitchell, '' 
James S. Gilliam, ^* 
William Lowber, 8 Nov. 1847. 
George H. Howell, " 



PUBBEBS. 



F. A. Thornton, 29 Jan. 1811. 
Edward Fitzgerald, 22 Mar. 1811. 
Samuel P. Todd, 20 July 1812. 
Joseph Wilson, 24 July 1818. 
Wm. Sinclair, 15 Nov. 1809. 
Joseph Terry, 6 June 1813. 
John de Bree, 29 Dec 1817. 

J. N. Hambleton, 26 Oct 1819. 

G. R. Barry, 15 Jan. 1824. 
D. Walker, 4 March 1819. 
Henry Etting, 1 Jan. 1818. 

F. B. Stockton, 11 March 1829. 
F. G. McCauley, 27 May 1829. 
B. J. Oahoone, 12 Nov. 1830. 
Sterrett Ramsey, 18 Nov. 1830. 
K T. Dunn, 21 Feb. 1831. 
J. A. Bates, 2 March 1881. 
A. J. Watson, 1 May 1831. 



Name, and Data of Entry. 
Dinwiddle B. Phillips, 8 Nov. 1847. 
Ashton lifiles, <" 

Phineas J. HorwitK, '^ 
Alonzo A. F. Hill, 6 Manh 1848. 
Owen Jones Wister, ** 
Wm. D. Harrison, 25 April 1848. 
John Ward, 28 April 1848. 
Wm. F. Carrington, 17 June 1848. 
Charles Martin, 5 Sept 1848. 

F. M. Gunnell, 22 March 1849. 
James Snddards, 17 May 1849. 
Robert Garter, 2 June 1849. 

a AUen Eugles, 24 July 1849. 
Edward Shippen, 7 Aug. 1849. 
Gerard Alexander, 1 May 1850. 
Benj. Vreeland, 9 May 1850. 
Walter Hore, 23 July 1850. 
Richard B. Tunstall, 28 Aug. 1850. 
0. H. Williamson, 24 Sept 1850. 
James F. Heustis, 30 Sept 1850. 
Arthur M. Lynah, 12 Oct 1850. 

(63) 

W. A. Bloodgood, 2 Mardi 1821. 
D. Fauntleroy, 7 July 1834. 
T. M. Taylor, 3 Nov. 1834. 
A. K Watson, 31 Aug. 1836. 
Joseph Bryan, 1 Sept 1836. 
S. Forrest, 8 Oct 1836. 
Robert Pettit, 6 April 1837. 
W. Speiden, 30 Aug. 1837. 
Horatio Bridge, 16 Feb. 1838. 

G. F. Sawyer, 20 March 1838. 
H. W. Greene, 28 Feb. 1839. 
T. B. Nalle, 17 Oct 1839. 

P. T. McBlair, 11 Nov. 1839. 
J. D. Gibson, 8 June 1840. 
J. B. Rittenhouse, 21 July 1840. 
L. Warrington, jr., 13 Sept 1841. 
G. H. White, ** 

RM.Hie8keU, *< 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

W. A. Christian, 13 Sept 1841. 
L. T. Waller, ** 

J. C. Douglass, 25 Sept 1841. 
C. Murray, 31 March 1843. 
T. R. Ware, 28 June 1843. 
G. F. Gutter, 5 June 1844. 
J. A. Semple, 12 Oct 1844. 
J. H. Watmough, 12 Dec. 1844. 
J. O. Bradford, 14 March, 1845. 
J. Y. Mason, jr., 18 April 1845. 
J. G..Harris, 19 Aug. 1845. 
J. F. Steele, 29 Aug. 1845. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

E. 0. Doran, 15 Sept 1845. 
Aristides Welch, 27 June 1846. 
K R. Reynolds, 16 Oct 1846. 
L. D. Slamm, 30 Nov. 1846. 
J. Van B. Bleecker, 16 Jan. 1847. 
J. C. Eldredge, 2 Feb. 1847. 
0. Anderson, 29 Feb. 1848. 
R. T. Allison, 30 Oct 1849. 
Nixon White, 13 Nov. 1849. 
J. J. Jones, 21 Nov. 1849. 
J. Tattnall, jr., 28 June, 1850. 
J. Johnston, 28 Aug. 1850. 



CHAPLAINS. (23) 



John W. Oner, 3 March, 1825. 
0. S. Stewart, 1 Nov. 1828. 
T. J. Harrison, 2 Oct 1829. 
Walter Colton, 6 Nov. 1830. 
George Jones, 20 April 1833. 
T. R. Lambert, 31 Dec 1833. 
Peter G. Clark, 3 Oct 1838. 
Rodman Lewis, 13 March 1839. 
F. W. Taylor, 23 April 1841. 
M. R. Talbot, 8 Sept 1841. 
Moses B. Chase, "^ 
Chester Newell, <" 



T. B. Bartow, 8 Sept 1841. 
J. Stockbridge, " 
W. McKenney, « 
Photius Fisk, 14 March 1842. 
J. W. Newton, 30 May 1844. 
Nathaniel Frost, 5 Oct 1844. 
T. C. Stanley, 27 Feb. 1B47. 
Edwin EatoD, "" 

J. L. Lenhartj « 

John Blake, « 

E. C. Bittii^r, 30 Sept 1850. 



PB0FE880RS OF MATHBMATIC8. (12) 



J. H. C. Coffin, August 14, 1848. 
A. G. Pendleton, " 
Mordecai Yamall, ^ 
W. B. Benedict, " 

M. H. Beecher, « 

H. a Lodn¥ood, " 



William Flye, August 14, 1848. 
W. Chauvenet, " 

James Major, ^ 

J. S. Hubbard, « 

Ruel Keith, « 

Arsene N. Girault^ ^ 



MA8TKB8 TS THB UNB 07 PROMOTION, (ll) 

J. Wilkinson, 25 June 1850. J. M. B. Clitz, 16 Aug. 1850. 

John Guest, 16 July 1850. John D. Read, 17 Sept 1850. 

D. McN. Fairfiftx, 4 Aug. 1850. 0. Benham, 21 Sept 1850. 

Heniy Rodgen, 7 Aug. 1850. W. H. Thompson, 27 Sept 1850. 
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Name, and Date of Entxy. 
John F. Abbott, 8 Oct 1860. 
G. a Cooper, 11 Oct 1860. 



Name, and Date of Entrjr. 
B. N. WcBtcott, 18 Oct 1850. 



PASBSD Mn>8HIFMXN (23d). 

Samuel Pearce, 30 March 1833. A. K. Hughes, 20 Oct 1838. 



W. W. Pollock, 30 June 1837. 
J. F. Stenson, 16 Dec 1887. 
Andrew Bryaon, 1 Dec 1837. 
J. Downee, jr., 4 Sept 1837. 
C. M. Morris, 16 Dec. 1837. 
A. J. Drake, 6 Dec 1887. 
J. H. Spotts, 2 Aug. 1837. 
J. M. Duncan, 8 Dec 1837. 
L. Gibbon, 22 Dec 1837. 
S. Marcy, 16 March 1838. 
J. P. Bankhead, 10 Aug. 1838. 
J. W. A. Nicholson, 10 Feb. 1838. 
T. G. Corbin, 16 May 1838. 
G. V. Fox, 12 Jan. 1838. 
J. Matthews, 22 Feb. 1838. 
J. C. Beaumont, 1 March 1838. 
C. H. B. Caldwell, 27 Feb. 1838. 
C. M. Fauntleroy, 3 March 1838. 
W. B. Fitzgerald, 30 Jan. 1838. 
M. K. Warrington, " 
H. K Davenport, 19 Feb. 1828. 
N. B. Harrison, 27 Feb. 1838. 
J. H. Moore, 10 Feb. 1838. 
S. Edwards, 9 March 1838. 

C. W. Place, 10 Feb. 1838. 
Alphonse Barbot, 26 Feb. 1838. 
Albert N. Smith, 26 Oct 1838. 
W. H. Hudson, 16 July 1888. 
J. C. Febiger, 4 Sept 1838. 

D. R. Lambert, 16 Feb. 1838. 
H. S. Newcomb, 21 July 1838. 
J. S. Mauiy, 10 Feb. 1838. 

P. Crosby, 6 June 1838. 
R. T. Renshaw, 26 Feb. 1838. 
C. W. Hays, 12 March 1838, 
J. B. Creighton, 10 Feb. 1838. 



R R. Calhoun, 1 April 1839. 
J. D. Bulloch, 21 June 1839. 
C. H. Baldwin, 24 April 1839. 
R. W. Shufeldt, 11 May 1839. 
H. K. Stevens, 2 March 1839. 
Abner Read, " 

A. C. Rhind, 3 Sept 1838. 
Richard M. Cuyler, 28 Nov. 1839. 
G. M. Ransom, 26 July 1839. 
W. F. Spioer, 21 June 1839. 
W. W. Roberts, 2 March 1839. 
R. Fairfax, 28 May 1839. 
S. Nicholson, 21 June, 1839. 
W. A, Webb, 26 Jan. 1838. 
John Stuart, 21 June 1839. 
Joseph S. Day, 16 March, 1839. 
M. Simons, 10 Dec 1839. 
W. R Hopkins, 13 Nov. 1839. 
Paul Shirley, 26 July 1839. 
C. C. Simms, 9 Oct 1839. 
R. C. Rogers, 14 Oct 1839. 
H. T. N. Arnold, 13 March 1839. 
T. Pattison, 2 March 1839. 
W. W. Bassett, 9 March 1838. 
Julian Myers, 2 March 1839. 
J. Higginift, 13 March 1639. 
J. S. Bohrer, 31 Dec 1839. 
R. AuUck, 19 Oct 1840. 
R. A.MarT, 29 Aprill840. 
W. N. Jeflfers, jr., 25 Sept 1840. 
W. D. Austin, 8 Nov. 1840. 
R Brinley, jr., 14 Sept 1840. 
R Simpson, 11 Feb. 1840. 
W. G. Temple, 18 April 1840. 
G. P. Welsh, 14 Sept 1840. 
S. P. Carter, 14 Feb. 1840. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

"Vr. Nekon, 28 Jan. 1640. 
"W. R Smith, 31 July 1840. 
K. M. McArann, 12 May 1840. 
Charles W. Aby, 8 Feb. 1840. 

E. C. Stout, 18 Feb. 1840. 

B. Harris, 25 Jan. 1840. 
John Walcutt, 2 March 1840. 
J. B. McCauley, 8 Feb. 1840. 
T. S. Phelps, 17 Jan. 1840. 
J. Madigan, jr., 19 Feb. 1840. 
A. F. Warley, 11 Feb. 1840. 

G. y. Denniston, 10 March 1840. 
L. Paulding, 19 Dec. 1840. 
G. A. Stevens, 13 May 1840. 

F. S. Conover, 11 May 1840. 
S. B. Elliott, 20 Aug. 1838. 

F. Gregory, 28 May 1840. 
E. Barrett, 8 Nov. 1840. 

C. Terrett, 3 Jan. 1840. 

J. W. Bennett, 10 Feb. 1840. 
P. Wager, jr., 12 Feb. 1840. 
J. P. Hall, 29 Dec 1840. 
H. C. Blake, 2 March 1840. 

C. H. Wells, 26 Sept. 1840. 

8. P. Qnackenbush, 15 Feb. 1840. 
Earl English, 25 Feb. 1840. 

D. Ochiltree, 21 June, 1839. 
J. M. Bradford, 10 Jan. 1840. 

E. B. Lowry, 81 Jan. 1840. 
J. H. Carter, 12 March 1840. 
J. Wilkes, jr., 9 Sept. 1841. 
W. H. Parker, 19 Oct 1«41. 
A. C. Jackson, 23 Feb. 1841. 
W. De Koven, 9 Sept 1 841. 
J.P.Jones, 19 Oct 1841. 
W. P. Buckner, 9 Sept 1841. 

G. E Morgan, 18 Feb. 1841. 
W, W. Low, 3 March 1841. 
W. K Bridge, 14 Jan. 1841. 
8. P. Griffin, 9 Sept 1841. 
K L. Law, 11 Feb. 1841. 



Name, and Date of Entrf. 

W. H. Wilcox, 30 Jan. 1841. 
K D. Denny, 11 Sept 1841. 
J. T. Barraud, 20 Sept 1841. 
T. Roney, 3 March 1841. 
J. H. Upshur, 4 Nov. 1841. 
J. Van N. Philip, 26 Nov. 1841. 
S. R. Franklin, 18 Feb. 1841. 
M. J. Smith, 9 Oct 1841. 
J. J. Hanson, 21 Sept 1841. 
F. G. Clark, 19 Oct 1841. 
R. J. D. Price, 9 Sept 1841. 
W. V. GilUss, 27 Oct 1841. 
W. D. Whiting, 1 March 1841. 
W. L. Powell, 20 Sept 1841. 
S. L. Phelps, 10 Oct 1841. 

E. Y. McCauley, 9 Sept 1841. 
T. L. Walker, 10 Sept 1841. 
W. MitcheU, 24 Sept 1841. 

F. A.Roe, 19 Oct 1841. 
J. B. Smith, 19 Oct 1841. 

W. H. Murdaugh, 9 Sept 1841. 
J. M. Brooke, 3 March 1841. 
W. Gibson, 11 Feb. 1841. 
J.J.Cook, 19 Oct 1841. 
J. Armstrong, 9 Sept 1842. 
K Renshaw, 4 Nov. 1841. 
J. D. Danels, 19 Oct 1841. 
C. Latimer, 9 Sept 1841. 
J. T. Walker, 18 Feb. 1841. 
J. a P. De Kraflft, 19 Oct. 1841. 
J. Van McCoUum, 26 Feb. 1841. 
John E. Hart, 23 Feb. 1841. 
Oscar C. Badger, 9 Sept 1841. 
T. C. Harris, " 

John Kell, " 

J. L. Davis, 9 Jan. 1841. 
J. H. March, 19 Oct 1841. 
W. H. Weaver, ** 

A. A. Semmes, 17 Oct 1841. 
J. B. Stewart, 9 Sept 1841. 
M. P. Jones, 
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Name, and Data of Entiy. 

Watson Smith, 19 Oct 1841. 
A. M. De Bree, 
J. K De Haven, *♦ 

R A. Selden, « 

A. W. Habersham, 3 March 1841. 
W. G. Hoffman, 19 Oct 1841. 
J. McL. Murphy, 18 Feb. 1841. 
W. T. Truxtun, 9 Feb. 1841. 
S. K Wilson, 3 March 1841. 
J. L. Friend, 27 Oct 1841. 
Greenleaf aUey, 26 Feb. 1841. 
H. N. Crabb, 19 Oct 1841. 
8. Magaw, 23 Not. 1841. 
J. H. Rochelle, 9 Sept 1841. 
R. D. Minor, 26 Feb. 1841. 
W. C. West, 30 Jan. 1841. 
K H. Van Zandt, 19 Oct 1841. 

C. W. WooUey, 30 Nov. 1841. 
S. S. Basset, 10 Sept 1841. 
A. F. Monroe, 3 March 1841. 
N, T. West, 18 Feb. 1841. 

R. C. Duvall, 19 Oct 1841. 

D. P. McCorkle, 21 Sept 1841. 
W. Reily, 9 Feb. 1841. 

C. F. Hopkins, 19 Oct 1841. 

G. H. Hare, 10 Oct 1841. 

W. F. Jones, 20 Sept 1841. 

H. C. Hunter, 10 Sept 1841. 

S. J. Bliss, 19 Oct 1841. 

W. W. Holmes, 21 Sept 1841. 

W. Sharp, 9 Sept 1841. 

J. L Waddle, 10 Sept 1841. 

W. M. Gamble, 1 March, 1841. 

J. Young, 19 Oct 1841. 

T. W. Brodhead, 3 March 1841. 

W. K Mayo, 18 Oct 1841. 

T. Young, 27 Oct 1841. 

W. O. (>ain, " 

A. T. Byiens, 26 Feb. 1841. 



Name, and Data of Eiitiy. 

J. K Jouell, 10 Sept 1841. 

T. L. Fillebrown, 19 Oct 1841. 

J. Fry, 15 Sept 1841. 

L. H. Lyne, 10 Sept 1841. 

R 0. Grafton, 5 Oct 1841. 

M. Haxtun, 19 Oct 1841. 

R. Selden, 9 Sept 1841. 

W. W. Wilkinson, 4 Nov. 1841. 

A. Albnand, 10 Sept 1841. 

Robert Stuart, 19 Oct 1841. 

E. Shepherd, « 

T. Lee, 9 Sept 1841. 

G. H. Bier, 19 Oct 1841. 

P. G. Watmough, 20 Sept 1841. 

G. W. Young, 19 Oct 1841. 

W. Van Wyck, " 

J. H. Russell, 10 Sept 1841. 

£. £. Stone, 9 Oct 1841. 

T. G. Eaton, 9 Sept 1841. 

W. R. Mercer, 8 Dec 1841. 

D. Phenix, 30 Sept 1841. 

R. F. R. Lewis, 19 Oct 1841. 

C. P. McGary, 

H. St G. Hunter, 19 Nov. 1841. 

H. Davidson, 29 Oct 1841. 

A. W. Johnson, 10 Oct 1841. 

S. B. Luce, 19 Oct 1841. 

G. T. Simes, " 

Jefferson Maury, 9 Sept 1841. 

Dulany A. Forrest, 3 March 1841. 

0. Gray, 19 Oct 1841. 

G. Hwrison, 27 Oct 1841. 

R. W. Scott, 9 Sept 1841. 

R. R. Carter, 30 March 1842. 

A. McLane, 24 May, 1842. 

R W. Henry, 7 April 1842. 

J. D. Langhome, 6 July 1842. 

J. A. Seawell, 2 July, 1842. 
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HIBSHIPMSN. (I7l) 



Name, and Date of Entry. 



Adams, John, 5 Sept 1845. 
Allen, Oliver P., 28 Sept 1846. 
Abbot, Trevett, 13 Oct 1848. 
Abbott, William A., " 
Arm8trong,W. McN.,20 Nov. 1848. 
♦Adams, jr., BL A., 16 Oct 1849. 
♦AnnstroDg, ifineas, 2 Oct 1860. 
♦Arnold, Thomas, 11 Nov. 1850. 
Breeae, J. Lewis, 14 May 1846. 
Braine, Daniel L., 80 Maj 1846. 
Brodbead, Edgar, July 1846. 
Bieese, K R^ 6 Nov. 1846. 
Baker, John P., 11 Feb. 1847. 
Bros^, Fred. F., 9 Sept 1847. 
Blake, J. D., 

Belknap, G. R, 7 Oct 1847. 
Benham, A R K., 24 Nov. 1847. 
Bowen, R. T., 24 Dec 1847. 
Bruce, J., 12 Oct. 1848. 
Baker, F. H., " 
BrintnaD, J. P., 21 Dec. 1848. 
Brown, G., 5 Feb. 1849. 
♦Boardman, F. A., 20 Oct 1849. 
♦Boydi jr., R, 14 Jan. 1850. 
♦Beardslee, L. A, 5 March 1850. 
♦Babcock, C. A, 8 April 1850. 
♦Baber, G. F. B., 24 April 1860. 
♦Bacon, G., 1 Oct 1850. 
♦Bradford, W. L., « 
♦Bowen, R. J., 20 Nov. 1860. 
Chandler, R, 27 Sept 1846. 
Games, R O., 24 June, 1846. 
Comwell, J. J., 1 Feb. 1847. 
♦Cannon, C. C, 7 April, 1847. 
Chapman, R T., " 

CummingB, A B., ^ 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

Caldwell, R M., 9 Sept 1847. 
Chapman, G. H., " 
Campbell, W.P.A., 14 Dec 1847. 
Carter, C, 12 Oct 1848. 
Coddington, R F., " 
♦Cushman, C. EL, 24 March 1849. 
♦Cheever, W. H., 19 Oct 1849. 
♦Campbell, M. C, 4 Feb. 1860. 
♦Carpenter, C. C, 1 Oct 1860. 
♦Carroll, F., 4 Oct 1860. 
♦Chaplin, J. C, « 
♦Cooper, R F., 26 Oct 1850. 
Dallas, A J., 24 March 1845. 
Davis, A. McF., 16 March 1849. 
Dunnington, J.W., 10 April 1849. 
♦Doner, W. G., 1 April, 1860. 
♦Dawson, L. W., 27 April 1860. 
♦Dana, W. H., 1 May 1860. 
♦Dodge, G. P. 1 Oct 1860. 
Eggleston, J. R., 2 Aug. 1847. 
Erben, jr., H., 17 June 1848. 
Foster, J. P., 14 May 1846. 
Flusser, C. W., 19 July, 1847. 
Fyffe, J. P., 9 Sept 1847. 
Fitzhugh, W. E., 20 Nov. 1848. 
♦Foster, R C, 1 Oct 1860. 
Grundy, F., 21 Oct 1846. 
Gray, R F., 8 April 1846. 
Gherardi, B., 29 June 1846. 
Gwin, W., 7 April 1847. 
Greer, J. A., 10 Jan. 1848. 
Glassell, W. T., 16 March 1848. 
Greene, C. R, IS, May 1848. 
Gillis, J. H., 12 Obt 1848. ' 
Gayle, R H., 18 Oct 1848. 
Garknd, H. M., 20 Nov. 1848. 



• Thow MidahipDMn whose names aie marked whh an u»etUk [*] hmve not yet 
reoflived their warrants. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 
Houston, T. T., 26 Aug. 1846. 
Hamilton, J. R., 8 Sept 1845. 
Hannony, D. B., 1 April, 1847. 
Hand, B. EL, " 

Hand, G. D., 9 Sept 1847. 
Haralson, C. L., 10 Sept 1847. 
Hammond, C. L. O., 8 Nov. 1847. 
Heileman, J. G., 10 March 1848. 
Hester, I. W., 12 Oct 1848. 
Hodges, J. B., 13 Oct 1848. 
•Hawley, C. R, 3 Dec 1849. 
♦Harrison, G. R, 2 Oct 1860. 
Irwin, John, 9 Sept 1847. 
♦Izard, A. C, 2 Oct 1860. 
Johnston, O. F., 14 Aug. 1846. 
Johnson, jr., P. C, 31 Aug. 1846. 
Johnston, J. £., 9 Aug. 1848. 
Eennon, B., 22 Aug. 1846. 
Kimberly, L. A., 8 Dec 1846. 
♦Kirkland, W. A., 2 July 1860. 
Law, L. R., 5 Feb. 1838. 
Lynch, D. H., 6 Nov. 1846. 
Looker, T. H., 

Laughlin, J. J., 1 May 1847. 
Lovell, W. S., 8 Nov. 1847. 
Livingston, Pe G., 7 March 1848. 
Lagow, J. E., 31 March 1848. 
Legare, J. D., 26 Dec. 1848. 
Loyall, B. P., 6 March 1849. 
♦Litde, W. A., 8 April 1860. 
McGuunegle, W., 10 Dec 1846. 
Maffitt, W. H., 30 May 1846. 
Moms, G. U., 14 Aug. 1846. 
Mygatt, J. P. K., 24 Sept 1847. 
Maxwell, J. G., U Dec. 1847. 
McThome, H., 18 April 1848. 
Means, £. J., 12 Oct 1848. 
McCann, W. P., i Nov. W48. 
Mish, S. C, 8 Jan. 1840; 
♦McOrea, K P., 16 Oct 1849. . 
♦May, R. L., 7 Nov. 1847. 



Nome, and Date of Eotiy. 

♦McLanahan, J. W., 2 Oct 1860. 

♦MitcheU, J. G., 

♦Meade, jr., R. W., " 

♦McCartney, A. J., 8 Oct 1850. 

♦McEntee, 4 Oct 1850. 

♦Mathis, G. M., 7 Oct 1850. 

Newman, L. H., 24 Sept 1847. 

Oakley, £. R, 2 Aug. 1847. 

Owen, K K., 7 Dec 1848. 

♦Offley, R. R, 19 Oct 1850. 

Parker, jr., J., 14 Nov. 1846. 

Pahner, M. R, 23 March, 1848. 

Pendeigrast,A., 14 Oct 1848. 

Pelot, T. P., 2 June 1849. 
♦Potter, E. C, 5 Feb. 1860. 

♦Pearce, W., 1 Oct 1850. 

♦Peck, C. F., 3 Oct 1860. 
Quackenbush, J. N., 24 Sep. 1847. 
Rainey, J. D., 19 March 1846. 

Rowan, jr., J. H., 8 Nov. 1847. 
♦Roche, J. R. 30 May 1850. 
♦Ramsay, F. M., 5 Oct 1850. 
♦lUley, B. J., 27 Dec 1850. 
Smith, W. H., 16 Oct 1845. 
Sproston, J. G., 16 July 1846. 
Smith, 0. B., 30 Nov. 1846. 
Stillwell, J., 9 Sept 1847. 
Spaulding, R., 12 Oct 1848. 
Skerrett, J. 8., " 

SuUivan, S. C, " 
Spedden, R T., 20 Nov. 1848. 
Shubrick, R r!, 9 Feb. 1849. 
Shirk, J. W., 26 March 1849. 
♦Stockton, R C, 16 Oct 1849. 
♦Shepperd, F. EL, " 
♦Stanton, 0. F., 29 Dec 1849. 
♦Sparks, C. D., 18 April 1860. 
♦Stephens, D. H., 1 Oct 1860. 
♦Shields, W. B., 2 Oct 1860. 
♦Sumner, R R, « 
♦Smith, W. a, 8 Oct 1860. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

Thorburn, C. EL, 9 Sept 1847. 
Totten, W., 9 Nov. 1847. 
Toon, W. H., 21 April 1848. 
Taylor, B.B., 8 April 1849. 
•Thomas, C. F., 16 Oct. 184», 
♦Taylor, jr., J., 6 Dec. 1849. 
IVatters, J., 12 Feb. 1846. 
Wood, J. T., 7 April 1847. 
Ward, W. H., 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

Williams, E. P., 9 Sept. 1847. 
Wilson, H., 22 Oct 1847. 
Weaver, A. W., 10 May 1848. 
Walker, J. C, 12 Feb. 1849. 
Ward, W. H., 17 Feb. 1849. 
♦Wishart, A., 2 Oct 1860. 
♦Williams, W., 4 Oct 1850. 
♦Walker, J. G., 6 Oct 1860. 



MABREBB. (19) 



A. Ford, 28 March 1810. 
A. B. Bloodgood, 26 June 1812. 
R. Enox, 20 July 1812. 
W. Vaughan, 22 Aug. 1812. 
F. Mallaby, 22 Sept 1812. 
J. Ferguson, 22 May 1800. 
A. Cunningham, 16 Nov. 1815. 
J. Robinson, 27 Nov. 1816. 
John Quin, 1 Nov. 1816. 
N. A. PrentiflB, 18 June 1812. 



F. W. Moores, 19 May 1827. 
H. A. F. Young, 16 May 1829. 
M. Clear, 28 Dec. 1839. 
C. V. Morris, 1 Jan. 1818. 
W.Brady, 7 Sept 1836. 
S. 0. Reid, 3 July 1843. 
R. C. Jones, 4 March, 1823. 
J. Pearson, 7 June, 1844. 
J. W. West, 3 Nov. 1818. 



SECOND MASTEBfl. (3) 



W. H. Morse, 1 July 1839. 
W. H. Bums, 11 May 1842. 



K F. Olmstead, 28 June, 1843. 



MABTER^B MATES. (3) 

Adam Young, 29 Sept 1840. J. W. W. Dyes, 18 March 1843. 

J. T. Power, 1 Nov. 1840. 



BOATSWAINS. (43) 



£. Crocker, 16 June 1828. 
John Morris, 28 Oct 1828. 
L. Gallagher, 16 Nov. 1828. 
W. Hart, 2 Dec. 1831. 
W. Black, 20 Maich 1886. 
W. Waters, 8 Dec 1836. 
Van R. Hall, 16 Nov. 1847. 
John Mills, 16 Jan. 1838. 
♦W. Whitehead, 6 May 1888. 



T. G. Bell, 18 June 1838. 
W. Smith, 2 Aug. 1838. 
C. Johnson, 21 May 1839. 
S. Drew, 26 July, 1839. 
J. Lewis, 6 Sept 1839. 
J. Munio^ 14 Jafl. I860* 
R Cavendy« 8 April 1840. 
B. Simpson, 8 Dec 1840. 
Q. Wilmuth, 16 Sept 1841. 
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Name, and Date of Entiy. 
John Dunderdale, 5 Sbj 188& 
John Featherson, 1 Dec. 1841. 
A. Hingerty, 27 Jan. 1842. 
R. Dixon, 6 Feb. 1842. 
R. Whitaker, 27 Dec. 1834. 
M. Hall, 18 April 1842. 
G. WiUiams, 11 July 1842. 
John Bates, 20 Oct 1845. 
G. Smith, " 

A. Colson, 20 March 1842. 
J. J. Young, 6 April 1847. 
H. Brooks, 20 May 1S47. 
*M. HaU, 11 June 1847. 



Name, and Date of Entxy. 
J. C^by, a Feb. 1848. 
W. Whiting, 1« Feb. 1848. 
*C. Woodland, 27 June 184a 
Z. Whitniarsh, jr., 3 Feb. 1649. 
J. Burrows, 4 Dec 1849. 
•W. Burditt, 7 Jan. 1860. 
•F. A. Oliver^ 28 May 1860. 
*John Stout, 24 July 1860. 
•C. Smith, " 

*S. FoBdick, 6 Sept 1860. 
*R. Follina, 16 Nov. 1860. 
rr. & Buxton, 19 Nov. 2860. 



otrmnma. (46) 



G. Marshall, 16 July 1809. 
John BUght) 3 May 1821. 
Asa Curtis, 1 March 1826. 
W. H. Brown, 9 Dec 1825. 
A. S. Lewis, 27 Sept 1834. 
S. G. City, 19 May 1832. 
T. Robinson, 18 Nov. 1836. 
J. Myrick, 13 June 1836. 
G. Newman, 6 Sept 1836. 

A. A. Peterson, 25 Oct 1836. 
D. James, 10 June 1837. 

J. M. Cooper, 20 June 1837. 
W. Burton, 26 July 1837. 
R. F. Dunn, 1 Nov. 1837. 
J. Chipham, 16 Nov. 1837. 
W. Craig, 20 Jan. 1838. 
John Martin, 31 March 1832. 
K Whiton, IS April 1838. 

B. Bunker, 21 Nov. 1838. 
G. Sirian, 17 June 1841. 
John Caulk, 2 Sept 1841. 
S. Allen, 3 Dec 1841. 
John Owins, 7 March 1842. 



S. M. Beckwith, 14 March 1843. 
A. A. Randall, 29 Aug. 1843. 
D. Rankin, 19 March 1844. 
T. M. Crooker, 3 Maich 1841. 
W. Arnold, 21 April 1846. 
D. Douglass,26 May 1846. 
*K Haskell, 13 Sept 1846. 
J, C. Ritter, 18 Sept 1846. 
C. B. Oliver, 3 May 1848. 
*T. P. Venable, 19 Maix^ 1847. 
J. M. Ballard, 34 June 1842. 
•W. Bumiece, 20 Dec. 1847. 
J. C. Davis, « 

*F. Dawson, 20 Man:h 1848. 
*W. W. Fisher, 16 Nov. 1848. 
A. F. Thompson, 3 March 1849. 
•J. D. Brandt, 7 July 1849. 
K Mack, 10 Sept 1849. 
«R M. Stocking, 22 Dec 1849. 
•W. H. Hamilton, 16 June 1860. 
*R C. Hine, 3 Aug. 1860. 
«J. Htttohnson, 19 Sept 1860. 
*H. Robinson, 11 Nov. 1860. 



OABPnrrras. (46) 



J. Soudiwiek, 21 Dec 1826. 



W. K Sheffield, 8 April 1820. 
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Name, aiMl Date of Entry. 

F. Si^^ee,' 13 April 1831. 
P. Dee, 9 May 1882. 
J. Green, 23 Jan. 1833, 
J. Cox, 29 May 1834. 
W. M. Laighton, 29 Sept 1896. 
H. P. Lesfie, 15 Oct. 1838. 
J. Rainbow, 10 June 1837. 
J. Oahill, 8 July 1887. 

F. M. Cedl, 19 Feb. 1838. 
C. Jordan, 24 April 1838. 
J. Dibble, 16 June 1838. 
A. Chick, 14 July 1838. 
W. Kni^t, 11 July 1839. 
J. Meads, 27 Jan. 1840. 

W. D. Jenkins, 24 March 1840. 
J. McDonnell, 21 Oct 1840. 
H. Lindsay, 4 Nov. 1840. 
WiUiam Lee, 31 May 1841. 
J. O. Butler, 18 Sept 1835. 
£. W. Barnicoat, 17 Dec 1841. 

G. Wisner, 30 Dec 1841. 
C. Bordman, 23 Aug. 1833. 



J. R. Childs, 8 June 1822. 
W.Ryan, 18 Sept 1827. 
J. G. Gallagher, 27 Nov. 1829. 
R Van Voorhia, 8 Feb. 1834. 
M. Weeden, 19 Aug. 1834. 
G. Thomas, 19 Dec 1834. 
J. Ferguson, 24 Feb. 1835. 
John Joins, 26 Sept 1837. 
B. B. Burchsted, 28 April 1838. 
I. D. Freeman, 9 July 1838. 
W. Bennett, 23 Aug. 1833. 
John Peed, 8 April 1840. 
R. 0. Rodman, 28 April 1840. 
Q. T. Loraer, 30 Oct 1840. 
G. Parker, 17 Oct 1840. 
R Middleton, 15 July 184L 
J. Fraaer, 11 Dec 1841. 



Nene, and Date of Entry. 

L. Manson, 9 May 1842. 
H. G. Thomas, 10 Feb. 1844. 
M. M. Dodd, 18 June 1845. 
J. G. Thomas, 16 March 1847. 
H. M. Lowry, 26 March 1847. 
*C. W. Babbit, 2 July 1847. 
N. Mager, 9 July 1847. 
Daniel Jones, 9 Dec 1847. 
A. Poinsett, 11 Dec 1847. 
*D. James, 8 Feb. 1848. 
O. W. Elliott, 15 Aug. 1848. 
J. Linn, 31 Oct 1848. 
*L. Holmes, 14 Dec 1848. 
W. F. Laighton, 7 April 1849. 
*R. M. Bain, 3 July 1849. 
K Thompson, 16 Nov. 1849. 
•J. T. Rustic, 8 Nov. 1849. 
*T. C. Ferrall, 31 May 1850. 
•L. Moses, 6 July 1850. 
•R. Leach, 22 Oct 1850. 
•J. Jarvis, 21 Nov. 1850. 

(37) 

G. T. Blackford, 19 Feb. I83a 
J. Stephens, 30 Sept 1844. 
D. Bruce, 25 Oct 1844. 
*R. Hunter, 12 July 1845. 
S. Seaman, 22 April 1846. 
T. J. Griffin, 13 May 1846. 
J. C. Bradford, 21 July 1846. 
W. B. Fugitt, 29 Jan. 1848. 
J. A. Birdsall, 7 March 1848. 
*S. Tatem, 30 March 1848. 
L. Rogers, 12 June 1848. 
*C. T. Frost, 10 Aug. 1848. 
H. W. Ftankland, 2 Nov. 1848, 
J. J. Stanford, 4 Nov. 1848. 
*W.N.Maull,18Jan.l849, 
*J. W. North, 3 July 1849. 
•T. Tatem, 10 Sept 1849. 



26 
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Name, and Date of Entrj. 

•a T. Stocker, 1 July 1850. 
*W. H. Mahoney, 15 Nof. 1860. 



Name, and Date of Entiy. 
*T. C. Herbert, 15 June 1842. 



MABIKB CORPS. 



CoUmel Commandant, 
A. Henderson, 4 June 1806. 
Oeneral Staff, 

P. G. Howie, Adft and Inspector^ 
with the rank of Major, 1 March 
1815. 

G. W. Walker, Paymaster, with 
the rank of Major, 10 June 
1817. 

A. A. Nicholson, Quarter Master, 
with the rank of Major, 28 Mar. 
1820. 

G. F. Lindsay, Assistant Quarter 
Master, with the rank of Cap- 
tain, 1 April 1823. 

Lieutenant Colonel. 

S. Miller, 1 Jqne 1808. 

Motors. (4) 

J. Harris, 13 April 1814. 
T. A. Linton, 28 Feb. 1818. 
J. Edelin, 1 Mar. 1815. 
W. Dulany, 10 June 1817. 

Captains. (16) 

T. 8, English, 10 June 1817. 
W. Marston, 8 March 1819. 



B. Maoomber, 28 March 1820. 

A. N. Brevoort, " 

R. Douglas, 7 May 1822. 

J.G.Williams, " 

H. B. Tyler, 3 March 1823. 

J. L. CHaidy, " 

J. G. Reynolds, 26 May 1824. 

F. C. Hall, 5 July 1825. 

G. H. Terrett, 1 April 1830. 
W. El Stark, 8 July 1831. 

N. a Waldron, 23 Sept 183L 

J. ZeiUn, 1 Oct 1831. 

D. D. Baker, 20 Oct 1832. 

A. H. Gillespie, '' 

First Lieutenants. (23) 

B. E. Brooke, 8 July 1833. 
J. C. Rich, 12 June 1834. 
A. Garland, 17 Oct 1834. 
F. B. McNeiU, " 

R L. West, 
RCCaldweU, " 
W. L. Young, 23 Feb. 1886. 
J. Watson, 21 July 1835. 
H. B. Watson, 5 Oct 1836. 
L T. Doughty, 26 Sept 1887. 
W. A- T. Maddox, 14 Oct 1887. 
W. B. Sbck, 28 Jan. 1839. 
J. S. Devlin, 21 Feb. 1839. 
A. S. Taybr, " 
W. L. Shuttleworth, 28 Feb. 1839. 
J. W. Curtis, 4 May 1840. 
R. Tansill, 8 Nov. 1840. 



* Thoee Boatewaina, Gimnen, Carpenten, and Sailiiiaken, to whoee i 
prefixed, haTO not been wamnted, and are only acting. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

J. C. GrajBon, 4 May 1841. 
M. R. Kintzing, 8 Sept 1841. 
J. D. Simms, 7 Oct 1841. 
H. W. Queen, 14 March 1842. 
D. J. Sutherland, 29 March 1842. 
W. W. Ruflsell, Aid&de-Camp to 

the Bv't Brig. Gen. Comd't, 5 

April 1843. 

Second Lieutenants* (21) 

John 0. Cash, 14 March 1845. 
G. Adams, 19 March 1845. 
James H. Jones, 3 March 1847. 
R McD. Reynolds, *' 
W. Butterfield, " 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

T. Y. Field, 3 March 1847. 
C. G. McCawley, " 
I. Green, « 

F. Norvell, " 
J. Read, " 

C. A. Henderson, 16 March 1847. 
A. S. Nicholson, " 

G. F. Lindsay, jr., « 
James Wiley, 9 June 1847. 
G. R. Graham, 27 July 1847. 
J. R F. Tattnall, 3 Nov. 1847. 
A. J. Hays, 4 Dec 1847. 

J. L. Broome, 12 Jan. 1848. 
W. S. Boyd, 

J. H. Strickland, 22 March 1848. 
George Holmes, 3 March 1849. 



• NAVY AGXNTB. (14) 



C. W. Cutter, Portsmouth, N. H. 

L H. Wright, Boston. 

W. H. Le Roy, New York. 

W. Sloanaker, Philadelphia. 

W. Hindman, Baltimore. 

J. H. Lathrop, Washington, D. C. 

F. Mallory, Norfolk, Va. 

B. D. Heriot, Chwleston, & 0. 



B. D. Wright, Pensaook, Fa. 
K O. Perrin, Memphis, Tenn. 
J. Wilson, San Francisco, GaL 

Temporary, 

Baring, Brothers dp Co., London. 
£. McCall dp Co., lima, Pern. 



NAVAL ST0BXKEEPER8. 



J, Rice, Portsmouth, N. H. . 

N. W. Coffin, Boston. 

H. Fuller, New York. 

A- Diller, Philadelphia. 

T. Woodward, Washington, D. C. 

J. G. Hatton, Norfolk, Va. 



R Joyner, Pensacola, Fa. 
J. C. Allen, Memphis, Tenn. 
B. S. Hines, San Francisco, CaL 
R P. Desilver, Macao, R L 
W. L. Long, Spezsda, Sardinia. 



* N&Ty Agents receive one per cent, on their ezpenditoree, and not to exceed two 
thooBand doUan per annum. 
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SHIPS OF THE IJK& 






Nama. 


Rate. 


Name. 


Rate. 


• Nape. V 


Rata. 


Pennsylvania, 

Franklin, 

Columbusy 

Ohio, 

North Carolina, 


120 

14 
74 
U 
U 


Delaware, 
Alabama, 
Vermont, 

New York, 


74 
74 
74 
74 


New (Weans, •- 

Independence, 
(Ra«».) 


74 
54 






FRIGATES, Ut CIOM. 






United States, 
Constitution, 
Potomac, 
Brandywine, 


44 
44 

44 
44 


Columbia, 
Congress, 
Cumberland, 
Savannah, 


44 

'44 

44 

'44 


Raritan, 
Santee, 
Sabine, 
St Lawrence, 


44 
44 
44 

44 






FBiGATBS, M Clan. 






GonsteUation, 


36 


Macedonian, 


36 


• 1 








SLOOPS OF WAR. 






Bantoga, 

John Adams, 

Vinoennes, 

Warren, 

Fahnouth, 

Fairfield, • 

Vandalia, 


20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 


St. Louis, 

Cyane, 

Levant, 

Portsmouth, 

Plymouth, 

StMary^ 

Jamestown, 

MUOB. 


20 

20 
20 
20 

ao 

20 


Albmy, 

Gwmantown, 

Ootario, 

Deoator, 

FMble, 

Marion, 

Dald, 


20 
20 
18 
1» 
16 
16 
16 


Dolphin, 
Peny, 


10 
10 


Porpoise, 

aCHOOASU. 


10 


BainMdg«^ 


10 


Wave, 


1 


Phenix, 

SIBAltBRS. 


2 


Petid, 


1 






Steam Frigatet. 






l&dBsippi, 
SanJadnto^ 


10 
6 


Susquehanna, 
Sanmac, 



6 


PoidiMtw, 


• 
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Namd. 


E«^. 


Name. Rate. Name. 
Ut Class. 


Rate. 


Fulton, 




Michigan, * 1 Alleghany, 
Less than Ut Class. 


2 


Union, 
Viicm, 


3 


Water Witch, 2 General Taylor, 
Manachuaetts, Engineer, 
John Hancock. 

BTORB SHIPS AND BRIGS. 




Belief 
Lexington, 


6 
6 


Southampton, 4 Fredonia, 
Supply, 4 


4 



Digitized by 



Google 



406 APPBVDIX. 



AN ACT 
To Regulate the Pay of the Navy cf the United Statee. 

Sec. 1. Be it enajcted by the Senate and Houee of BepresentaHves fjf 
the United States of America in Congress assembledy That from and after 
the passage of this act the annual pay of the officen of the Navy of the 
United States shall be as follows : 

TO SENIOR CAPTAINS. 

At all times when in service, four thousand five hundred dollars. 
When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, three thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

ALL OTHER CAPTAINS. 

When in command of stations or foreign squadrons, four thousand 
dollars. 

When on other duty, three thousand five hundred dollan. 
When off duty, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

COMMANDERS, OR MASTERS COMMANDANT. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

When attached to navy yards, or <hi other duty, two tJiousand one hun« 
dred dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, one thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

Commanding, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 
On other duty, one thousand ^ve hundred dollan. 
Waiting orders, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 

Waiting orders, six hundred and fifty dollan. 
At sea, nine hundred and fifty doUan. 
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After passing and found qualified for promotion to surgeon, eight hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

At sea, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

When stationed at navy yards, hospitals, rendezvous, and receiving 
ships, nine hundred and fifty doUars. 

After heing passed and stationed as ahove, one thousand one hundred 
and fifty dollara. 

smiaEONS. 

For the first five years after the date of his commission, one thousand 
dollars. 

For the second five years, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the third five years, one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the fourth five years, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

After he shall have been commissioned as a surgeon twenty years and 
upwards, one thousand 6ight hundred dollars. 

All suigeoDs of the navy under orders for duty, at navy yards, receiving 
vessels, rendezvous, or naval hospitals, shall have an increase of one fourth 
of the foregoing amount of their respective annual pay, from the date of 
their acceptance of such orders. 

An surgeons of the navy ordered to any of the ships or vessels of the 
United States commissioned for sea service, shall have an increase of one 
third of the foregoing amount c^ their respective annual pay, from the date 
of their acceptance of such orders. 

All surgeons of the navy, ordered as fleet syrgeons, shall have an 
increase of one half of their respective annual pay, from the date of their 
acceptance of such orders. 

CHAPLAINS. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, or at navy yards, one thousand 
two hundred dolUrs. 

When on leave of absence, or wuting orders, eight hundred dollars. 

PROFESSORS OF MATHBtfATICS. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, or in a yard, one thousand 
two hundred doUan. 

BECRETARIEB. 

To commanders of squadrons, when commanding in chief, one thousand 
doltars. 

To conunandeiB of squadrons, when not commanding in chief^ nine hun- 
dred doUan. 
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SAILIKO MASTERS. 

Of a ship of the line, for sea service, one thousand one hundred doUan. 
When on other duty, one thousand doUars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

SEOOND HABTBRB. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, seven hundred and fifty dolp- 
lars. 

When on other duty, five hundred dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, four hundred doUaiB, 

PASSED annSHIPMEV. 

On duty, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
Waiting orders, six hundred dolfaurs. 

WARRANTED MASTBR's MATES. * 

When attached to vessels for sea 8ervi6e, or at navy yards, four hundred 
and fifty dollars. 
When on leave of absence, or waiting ordersi three hundred dollare. 

MIDSHIPMEN. 

When attached to vessels for sea service, four hundred dollars. 

WTien on other duty, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

When on leave of absence, or waiting orders, three hundred dottars. 

OLERKS. 

Of a yard, nine hundred dollars. 

first clerk to a commandant of a navy yard, nine hundred dc^an. 

Second clerk to a commandant of a navy yard, seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

To commanders of squadrons, captains of fleets, and commanders of 
vessels, five hundred dollars. 
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